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Introduction 


Since the last edition of Preschools by the Bay, was published in 
2010, I have given many preschool talks and presentations. At 
almost every session, I get questions about preschools in Marin 
and this prompted me to write this updated edition and not 
only includes some new information but to also include those 
wonderful preschools in Marin! All the licensed preschools 
in San Francisco and Marin were invited to submit the same 
detailed school information for this edition and those who sent 
their details are all included. Some were too busy to submit 
information and a few prefer not to advertise. I encourage 
you to look at a complete list of licensed preschools, by city or 
county, by going to www.ccld.ca.gov. 

The preschool search can be somewhat daunting but if you 
follow my advice 1 promise that it will be easier. A wonderful 
thing about the bay area is that we have many wonderful 
preschool programs. This time again, I was delighted to find a 
few new gems and to read about the various programs offered. 
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We have many high quality programs from which to choose 
and you should never be afraid to look at the schools that not 
everyone is talking about...This is about finding a preschool 
that is the right fit for your family! 1 have also been asked why 
1 do not rate the preschools and the answer is simple. This is 
a subjective process and only you the parent/guardian can 
do that. However, I did ask each school to provide a parent 
review or two and this should help you with your decision¬ 
making when used with my thoughts on what to look for in a 
preschool. 

It is important to first think about why and when you want 
to send your child to preschool. As an educator, I can tell 
you that preschool allows children the opportunity to build 
a strong social-emotional foundation before embarking upon 
the wonderful world of academics. As a parent, it also means 
that you may get a little time for yourself! All children need 
a quality preschool experience and will enter kindergarten 
confident and prepared if they get just that. However, I am 
aware of the rumors out there about preschool being the key to 
acceptance in to a "good" elementary school. That is not true. 
However, a quality program will leave your child ready for 
school. The bottom line is that children should have at least 
one and preferably two years of preschool. Some will have 
more due to the fact that their parents enrolled them earlier, 
often because of work. This does not mean they will be at an 
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advantage when applying to kindergarten. It all boils down 
to individual readiness. At this point, I know some of you are 
thinking, how do I know what a quality preschool looks like 
and how will I know if my child is ready for kindergarten? Do 
not worry as all those questions are answered in this book! 

Preschool is also an opportunity for your child to participate 
in a structured environment with other children. It is an 
opportunity to interact with not only other children but with 
other adults outside of the home environment. Happiness in life 
is about forming relationships with other people and preschool 
allows children to do just that. It really does boil down to the 
fact that a lot of what we need to learn in life began in the sand 
box or on the jungle gym or the time that other child got the 
truck you wanted to play with and you were told to wait your 
turn and maybe even use your words!!! 

For now, I wish you luck with your search and encourage you 
to enjoy the process. This is the first step on the road to securing 
a wonderful education for your child. I am confident that you 
will you do a wonderful job. I can reached with questions or 
comments at preschoolfacts@gmail.com or through my website 
at www.irenebyrne.com 





Preschool Application Timeline 


Start researching preschools, as you need to come up with a 
list of at least 7-10 to tour and visit - eighteen to twenty four 
months in advance. 

Call to book tours and visits - eighteen to twenty four months 
in advance, particularly if date of application is taken in to 
account when admission staff is making decisions. Otherwise, 
it is safe to wait until the year before you wish to send your 
child to preschool. At that point, you have a much better idea 
of what you are looking for for your child. 

Tour preschools and come up with a final list of 5-7 to apply to 

-before the application deadlines which will vary for different 
schools. 

Submit Applications and Fees - before their deadlines. 

Follow up with a phone call or card to check that your 
application was received - one to two weeks after sending. 

Send a short note indicating your interest in the various 
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preschools - approximately a month before you expect to hear 
from them about their decisions. 

Contact schools to accept/decline a spot or to remain on their 
waitlist - ASAP after receiving their letter. 

Author's Note: Please note that there are a few schools that want you 
to apply as soon as possible after the birth of your child. If you know 
this to be the case I encourage you to go ahead and apply if you like 
the school but you must visit and compare it to other programs when 
you are closer to choosing your final list of schools. 


How To Start Your Search And 
Set Up Your Research Materials 
Without Going Crazy! 


To use a line from The Sound of Music, "Let's start at the very 
beginning. A very good place to start." Actually, the most 
helpful thing to do when you finish singing along is to buy 
a binder and insert some dividers. This way you can keep 
brochures and notes separate for each school. At the beginning, 
you assume that you will remember every last detail of every 
last program. Then one night you wake up in the middle of yet 
another nightmare where your child is the only child without 
a preschool and can't remember if the 'The Big Pink School 
House' had the great jumpy room or was that 'The Happiest 
Place to Be?' By having your binder at the ready you can quickly 
check your notes and then go back to sleep. Hopefully, when 
you get back to dreamland there will be an acceptance letter 
and contract waiting for you. The imagination is a powerful 
tool! 
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What To Put In The Binder 

• School Brochure. 

• List of What You Want In A Preschool. 

• Your Original List of Pros and Cons for Each Preschool. 

• Handouts From Your Tour Once You Have Toured. 

• Notes From Your Tour (yes, it is perfectly acceptable to 
take notes and may score you points!). 

• Brochure from A Nice Spa To Visit After This Process. 

N.B. As you eliminate schools remove their information 
from your binder. This way you stay organized instead of 
overwhelmed. 


Preschool Checklist 


V Create a list of prospective schools to investigate. 

V Browse the schools' websites and collect basic infor¬ 
mation on each one. 

V Call to inquire about the application process. Always ask if 
date of application is important in the admission process. 
Is it first come first served? 

V Set up a tour date. Please note that if you have a partner 
who will be helping with the preschool decision, your 
partner should also take the tour. 

V Tour (take lots of notes and do not be afraid to ask 
questions). 


V Send thank you card (and box of chocolates, not really. 
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but that would win me over!) to the person (usually the 
director) who gave the tour. 

V Submit application and fee (you wouldn't believe how 
many people in their eagerness to apply that forget to 
include the check!) by the deadline given. 

V Call the school to confirm that they received your 
application (do not ask if they enjoyed the chocolates!). 

V A few weeks before decisions are made it is a good idea to 
send a short note indicating that you are very interested 
in the program for your child. Only do this to programs 
where you would take a spot if offered one. It is unethical 
to do it to every school! 

V If you are offered a spot at a school you love, please, 
please, accept it right away. Then contact all the schools 
to say that you have a spot for the fall and that they can 
take you off their list. This allows the wait-list to move for 
other families who may not have been as lucky as you. 

V Submit all the required paperwork on time. 

V Celebrate your successful navigation of this process and 
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start researching kindergarten! (Don't dare to do the latter 
without a waiting period of at least one year. I will be 
watching!) 
















Licensing Requirements 


The State Department of Social Services (DSS) licenses all the 
preschools that are included in this book. Community Care 
Licensing (CCL) is the agency directly responsible for issuing 
an initial license to a preschool program and performing 
periodic facility checks. Licensing is responsible for checking 
that core health and safety protection is in place for children 
being cared for outside of their home environment. 

Who needs a license? 

• Small family child care homes serving 6-8 children 
depending on age range. 

• Large family child care homes serving 12-14 children 
depending on age range. 

• Childcare centers (preschools) serving numerous children 
and various ages. There are separate license categories for 
infant-care, school age care and mildly ill children. 
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What are the basic requirements for Child Care Centers to 
obtain a license? 

• Inspection by DSS to check general health and safety 
requirements; 

• Educational and training requirements for director and 
staff; 

• Indoor and outdoor space requirements; 

• Child to staff ratios that vary depending on the age of 
the children. Generally one qualified teacher with up to 
twelve children age two to five years. When the group is 
larger there must be additional teachers; 

• A fire clearance and the development of an emergency 
plan; 

• Minimum nutrition requirements for meals and snacks; 

• The presence of an adult with CPR and first aid training 
at all times; 

• TB test clearance for all staff; 

• Record keeping, informing parents of their rights, properly 
documented files and an annual fee payment. 

Along with this there are Title 22 requirements that a preschool / 
childcare center must fulfill. 

Once a preschool/child care center has been licensed they will 
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have at least one unannounced random visit every five years. 
Licensing personnel will also investigate incident reports and 
any complaints that are filed by parents. 

State Department of Social Services, 

Community Care Licensing Division 
801 Traeger Avenue, Suite 100 
San Bruno, CA 94066-3037 
(650) 266-8843 

Community Care Licensing website www.ccld.ca.gov is 
where you can find a complete list of licensed preschools. 




Preschool Philosophies - Why do 
they matter? 


When you are starting your search for that perfect preschool 
it is important that you familiarize yourself with some basic 
terms and phrases regarding philosophy. It is also important 
that you remember that even those with the same philosophy 
can be quite different in their actual approach. 

Some Key Terms 

Developmental/Play Based /Child Centered - educational 
approaches with play and activities appropriate for each 
child's individual developmental level. There is an emphasis 
on children learning through their natural play. The child is 
seen as the one to initiate learning. The building of a strong 
social-emotional foundation is central to these philosophies. 

Academic - a more structured and rigorous program with 
set academic goals in place. Kindergarten readiness is often 
stressed and activities are more teacher driven than child 
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driven. 

Montessori - an educational program developed by Dr. Maria 
Montessori with an individualized approach where play 
materials are designed to teach specific concepts. Children are 
viewed as individual learners and leaders but there is a set 
path of learning in place for each child. 

Waldorf - a program based on the ideas of Rudolf Steiner. 
There is an emphasis on creative learning and developing the 
child both emotionally and physically. Children often stay 
with the same group of teachers and children for their time at 
the school. 

Project Based - children in these programs are viewed as 
individual learners and spend lots of time working on projects 
with their teachers and peers and then following up with field 
trips to enhance the learning. 

Reggio Emilia - based on the preschool approach developed 
in Reggio Emilia, Italy, the curriculum follows the interests of 
the students. 1 he teachers then help to create projects and field 
trips to pursue and investigate these interests. All the work 
is documented for sharing with peers and parents. There is a 
strong emphasis on creativity in learning. 

Please note that many preschool programs blend elements 
from different philosophies to create their curriculum. You as a 


Preschool Philosophies - Why do they matter? 


15 


parent need to choose the school that you see as the best match 
for your child and family No one philosophy is superior to 
any other and it is all about finding a 'good fit' for your child. 



Preschool Tours Do's and Don't's! 


• Do arrive on time. 

• Do not leave early unless it is an emergency and let the 
director know in advance. 

• Do dress neatly. 

• Do not dress like you are going out on the town. 

• Do turn off your cell phone. 

• Do not text/email during the tour. 

• Do ask questions. 

• Do not hog all the question and answer time. 

• Do observe as long as expected in each classroom. 

• Do not stay behind in a classroom when the tour moves 
on. 

• Do interact with the other touring parents as you may 
learn something. 
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• Do not talk to other parents while the tour guide/ director 
is talking. 

• Do remember to thank the director for taking the time to 
give you a tour. 

• Do apply if you like the school. 

The "Do" list is pretty self-explanatory and the "Don't" list 
contains things that have actually happened on tours that I 
have given! 




What to Look For on a Tour 


Indoor Environment 

• A warm and inviting space. 

• Clean and safe furniture and equipment. This means no 
broken toys or furniture that may pose a hazard for the 
children. 

• All outlets should be safely plugged with plastic covers. 

• Different areas for different types of play: e.g. dramatic 
play area, blocks area, and art area. 

• Age appropriate materials within easy reach for the 
children. 

• Children who are engaged and happy in their 
environment. 

• Teachers who are supervising the children without 
crowding their play. 

• Teachers who are engaged with the children and their 
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activities again without crowding their play. 

Outdoor Environment 

• A safe and spacious outdoor play area. 

• A variety of outdoor play equipment: e.g. a jungle gym, 
slide, climbing net. 

• An area for outdoor art, manipulates and reading 
(children sometimes want to sit and relax in the fresh air 
just like we do!). 

• Teachers who are supervising separate areas and not 
bunched together talking! (Personally, 1 favor the Zone 
Method of playground supervision. This means that 
teachers literally are assigned to different zones while 
supervising outdoor play.) 

Special Note 

You do not need a degree in early childhood education to help 
you evaluate a prospective preschool. What you do need is to 
remember what you yourself would do to set up a safe and fun 
play area for your child. Think health and safety first! All the 
rest is about designing an exciting and creative environment to 
stimulate development in all areas. 



Questions to ask on a Preschool 

Tour 


1. What is the educational philosophy of the school and how 
is it incorporated in to the curriculum? 

2. Whataretheeducationalqualificationsofthestaff?Doesthe 
school provide continuing professional development? 

3. What is the group size and ratio of teachers to children in 
each classroom? 

4. What is the average annual turnover of staff? 

5. Describe a typical day. 

6. What level of parental involvement is expected? 

7. How is communication encouraged between teachers and 
parents? 

8. What is the policy about conferences? 

9. How does the school help children transition in to the 
program? 


10. How is discipline handled? 
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11. How are ongoing behavioral issues dealt with? 

12. What are the future plans for the school? 

13. How do you help parents navigate the kindergarten 
process? What schools do your graduates attend? 

14. May we have the contact information for a currently 
enrolled family to share their experience? 

15. What is the application process and when is the deadline 
for applications? 

16. Do you typically have more applicants than spaces 
available? What are you looking for in applicants? 

17. How do you manage your waitlist/waitpool? What 
should we do if we are waitlisted? 

18. What is the best way to stay in contact with you regarding 
the process? 




Questions to ask Yourself after a 

Tour 


1. What were my initial impressions of the facility and the 
staff? 

2. Did I feel welcome? 

3. Did 1 get all the information that I needed? 

4. Is this school a good fit philosophically for our family? 

5. Will the curriculum approach work for my child? 

6. Is this location convenient for us? 

7. Can we afford the cost of the program? Should we apply 
for financial aid? 

8. Are we, as parents, emotionally ready for the transition to 
preschool? 

9. Is our child ready for preschool? 

10. Does the school feel like a community of parents where 
we would be comfortable? 




So what is the N.A.E.Y.C.? 


The National Association for the Education of Young Children 
was founded in the 1920's. The organization came about due 
to the increase in the number of nursery school programs and 
the need to ensure high quality in these programs. During the 
1950's there was a dramatic rise in membership and in 1964 the 
organization became the N.A.E.Y.C. It introduced a voluntary 
accreditation system in the early 80's. This system allowed 
programs to go through a multi-step process to evaluate the 
level of quality they were providing to the children and families 
that they served. This system was itself evaluated and revised 
to become a four-step process in 2006. 

The Four-Step Process of Accreditation 

Step 1: Enrollment in a self-study of the essential criteria for 
accreditation. 

Step 2: Submission of an application with the understanding 
that the formal assessment must be completed within one 
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year. 

Step 3: Screening of submitted materials by the NAEYC 
Academy 

Step 4: Assessment by a trained NAEYC representative during 
a site visit, and after a period of review, informing the program 
of a decision: accredit, defer or deny. 

N.A.E.Y.C. Standards for Accreditation: 

1. Promoting positive relationships between children and 
teachers. 

2. Implementing a curriculum that supports learning. 

3. Teaching that supports curriculum goals. 

4. Establishing a system of assessment for children's 
learning. 

5. Promoting the health of children. 

6. Employing teachers who have a professional commit¬ 
ment. 

7. Maintaining relationships with families. 

8. Identifying community resources to support goals. 

9. Maintaining a safe physical environment. 

10. Having program management follow policies to maintain 
high-quality experiences for children, staff and families. 
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So why doesn’t every program jump at the 
chance to go through this accreditation? 

This is a very good question. The main reasons are big ones, 
time and money. Two things we can all identify with in our 
own lives. Fees are paid based on the size of the program and 
as the program progresses through the four steps. During 
the accreditation, programs also pay an annual fee. This 
financial commitment along with the cost of consultants and 
improvement expenses is often prohibitive; particularly, to 
smaller programs. Also, there is the time commitment, as 
there is so much time required for both documentation and 
meetings. Many schools do not have the luxury of lots of 
professional development time. This may help explain why 
only 6% of early childhood programs in the United States are 
accredited. So while this is a wonderful idea, we have to hope 
that the process will become more streamlined and financially 
accessible in the future so that more schools can participate. 
We all want to do the best job possible for the children and 
families that we serve. 

For additional information check out www.naeys.org 





Ten Signs of a Great Preschool 
from N.A.E.Y.C. 


1. Children spend most of their time playing and working 
with materials or other children. They do not wander 
aimlessly and are not expected to sit quietly for long 
periods of time. 

2. Children have access to various activities throughout 
the day. Look for assorted building blocks and other 
construction materials; props for pretend play; picture 
books; paints and other art materials; and table toys such 
as matching games, pegboards, and puzzles. Children 
should not all be doing the same thing at the same time. 

3. Teachers work with individual children, small groups, 
and the whole group at different times during the day. 
They do not spend all their time with the whole group. 

4. The classroom is decorated with children's original 
artwork, their own writing with invented spelling, and 
stories dictated by children to teachers. 
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5. Children learn numbers and the alphabet in the context of 
their everyday experiences. The natural world of plants 
and animals and meaningful activities like cooking, 
taking attendance, or serving snack provide the basis for 
learning activities. 

6. Children work on projects and have long periods of time 
(at least one hour) to play and explore. Worksheets are 
used little if at all. 

7. Children have an opportunity to play outside every day. 
Outdoor play is never sacrificed for more instructional 
time. 

8. Teachers read books to children individually or in small 
groups throughout the day, not just at group story time. 

9. Curriculum is adapted for those who are ahead as well as 
those who need additional help. Teachers recognize the 
children's different backgrounds and experiences mean 
that they do not learn things at the same time in the same 
way. 

10. Children and their parents look forward to school. Parents 
feel secure about sending their child to the program. 
Children are happy to attend; they do not cry regularly 
or complain of feeling sick. 

N.B. Also ask if the program is accredited by the NAEYC. 

NAEYC accredited programs complete a rigorous self-study 
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and external review to prove that they meet standards of 
excellence in early childhood education. 


Reprinted with permission from the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC). www.naeyc.org 



Cost: Do the math! 


Many parents in the excitement of looking for a preschool 
sometimes do not pay close enough attention to the actual 'real 
cost' of a program. There can be many hidden fees so get out 
the calculator and keep it close by as you do your research. At 
the end of the day you want both quality and value for your 
monthly tuition. 

It is important that you first decide whether you are looking 
for a full time or part time preschool. Do not get drawn in by the 
allure of full time if part time is all you really need. Choosing a 
full time program no matter how great is not financially smart 
if all you need or want are two or three part/ full time days. On 
the other hand, do not settle for a part time program if you will 
then have to pay a babysitter/nanny to fill in the additional 
hours of childcare that you will need. This is only advisable if 
there is the possibility that a full time space will open up for 
you in that program at a later (but not too much later) time. 
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So What Should You Look For? 

• What is the cost for the actual hours that you need? 

• Is there an additional cost for extended care in the morning 
or afternoon? 

• Is it a year round program or will you have to pay extra 
for the summer/holidays if you need care? 

• Is lunch provided if you child stays all day and is there a 
fee? 

• Is there an annual registration fee? 

• Is there an annual insurance fee? 

• Is there an annual supplies fee? 

• Are there any other hidden costs? 

Are you beginning to see how it can all add up? 

Something else to remember is that some part time programs 
can be almost as expensive as full time. Once again, do the 
math before you make a decision. 

Personally, I would prefer to pay a little more and have the 
convenience of full time if it does not cost much more than a 
part time program. This may seem contrary to what I first said, 
however, if you periodically will need to pay for extended 
hours they can sometimes add up to more than the other full 
time tuition! 
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How Do We Pay For The Tuition? 

Many programs offer tuition assistance and all you have to 
do is ask! We live in one of the most expensive areas of the 
country and often preschools have put money aside to help 
families. Most programs will mention this information in their 
literature or on their web site. If not, do not be afraid to ask 
when you call or tour. 

A few years ago, I would have said that requesting financial 
aid would not hurt your chances of getting a spot. Preschools 
all want socio-economic diversity as well as racial and ethnic 
diversity. This is still true for the majority of programs. 
However, there are times that it may affect your application 
particularly if you are being offered a spot off the wait-list. I 
suggest that you clarify this when applying and if you could 
manage without the aid, even for a short time let the school 
know. Under no circumstances, pretend that you can pay and 
then apply for aid after being accepted. This is only okay if 
your circumstances suddenly change, such as a parent losing a 
job or becoming ill. The type of financial aid/tuition assistance 
1 am talking about does not have to be repaid. To apply it is 
generally a simple process of filling out some paperwork 
and supplying your most recent tax return. Include a letter 
explaining all your expenses and do not forget any out of 
pocket expenses for medical or dental care. Also mention any 
extraordinary expenses that may be looming such as a parent 
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moving in with you or if you are helping to pay for their care. 
As this is generally private money, schools often have great 
flexibility in their decision-making. Many schools also offer 
sibling discounts and of course co-op programs are always 
less expensive as you are obligated to work as a part of your 
contract with them. 

Depending on your circumstances you may also qualify for 
state or federal money under the Child and Dependent Care 
Tax Credit. Ask when filing your taxes. Your local childcare 
and resource and referral agency can also point you in the 
right direction for possible subsidies. In San Francisco, call 
the Children's Council at (415) 276-2900 or Wu Yee Children's 
Services at (415) 495-2242. 

Of course, many parents can also put pretax dollars aside 
through flexible spending accounts at their workplace (both 
parents must work to qualify for this credit). The tuition and 
payment is then verified through the preschool and the family 
reaps the benefit. Schools also may offer various payment plans 
so that you can more easily space out your tuition expense. 
Again, just ask. 

You need to take all this in to consideration when planning 
your preschool budget. Personally, I believe that it is important 
to invest money in your child's early childhood experience. 
While the advice may be to save for college, (you should also do 
that!) the preschool years are when children form a foundation 
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for all later development. It is a wonderful opportunity to 
invest in your child's future. 

Sample Costs for a Preschool Program 

Annual Registration Fee: Can be anything up to $125 per year. 
Full-Time: $700-$2000 
Part-Time: $200-$1500 

Insurance Fee: Can be anything up to $100 per year 
Supplies Fee: Can be anything up to $100 per year 
Extended Care Fee: Average is $7 to $10 per hour 
Lunch Program: $25 per day up to $2000 per year 

These additional fees vary from school to school so you need 
to make a note of what applies to the programs that you are 
interested in for your child. 



Developmental Milestones: What 
should we look for? 


Like all new parents, when I had my first child, I had read 
quite a bit about what to expect in my child's development 
during the first few years. I have to admit though, that after the 
excitement of that first smile and that first rollover and later 
that first step, 1 did not pay as much attention. Not because it 
was no longer exciting but because I felt that my child was on 
track and that 1 did not need to worry any more. In most cases 
this is quite true, however, it is still a good idea to keep in mind 
a general checklist of developmental milestones. If nothing else 
you can happily check them off as they happen and then post 
them on the fridge next to those first art masterpieces. In other 
words, do as I say and not as I did! 

On a side note, I did pay more attention to my second 
child's gross motor development and at one point made our 
pediatrician worried enough to have some formal evaluation. 
Luckily, it turned out that he was just taking his time because 
he felt like it. When he eventually stood up and walked, I do 
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not remember him falling down even once! In fact, he quickly 
became a master climber at the playground and could literally 
vault up the climbing structure in his green froggy wellies 
faster than any other child there! I was so proud! 

This also helps to illustrate that not every child meets each 
milestone on time and you do not need to become obsessive 
about each one. Just pay attention and always have basic 
information to share with your pediatrician. Something else to 
remember is that your pediatrician only sees your child once a 
year for wellness check ups and they only last a short time. You 
as the parent need to fill in the gaps each visit. The milestones 
below give you some basic guidelines as to what to expect 
during the preschool years. 

Two -Year Old Developmental Milestones 

Gross Motor Milestones 

• Walks independently 

• Starts to run 

• Climbs up and down off furniture independently 

• Can walk up and down the stairs with some assistance 

• Kicks a ball 

• Can carry objects while walking 

Fine Motor Milestones 

• Can build a tower of four blocks or more 

• Can turn over a container to pour out the contents 
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• Likes to scribble 

• Can pick items up with one hand 

Language Milestones 

• Recognizes the names of familiar objects, people and body 
parts 

• Uses simple phrases 

• Can also use two to four word sentences 

• Points to things when they are named 

• Can follow simple instructions 

• Repeats words spoken by those around him 

Cognitive Milestones 

• Starts make believe play 

• Learns to sort by shape and color 

• Can find hidden objects 

Social-Emotional Milestones 

• Becomes increasingly independent and perhaps a little 
defiant 

• Sees self as separate from others 

• More interested in other children 

• Likes to imitate the behavior of others 

• May have more separation anxiety for a period of time 

Three -Year Old Developmental Milestones 

Gross Motor Milestones 

• Walks and runs easily 
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• Can catch balls and throw overhead 

• Can ride a tricycle 

• Alternates feet when climbing stairs 

• Can climb and slide independently 

Fine Motor Milestones 

• Can stack blocks up to eight or nine high 

• Can assemble simple puzzles 

• Can manipulate play dough and finger paints 

• Can copy simple shapes 

Language Milestones 

• Speaks in complete sentences of three to five words 

• Understands most of what is said 

• Almost all speech is coherent 

Cognitive Milestones 

• Begins to recognize cause and effect relationships 

• Can match pictures to objects 

• Learns by doing and through the senses 

Social Emotional Milestones 

• Likes to play alone, but close to other children 

• Can follow simple directions and likes helping 

• Able to choose between two different things 

• Does not always cooperate 

• Does not always like sharing 
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Four-Year Old Developmental Milestones 

Gross Motor Milestones 

• Runs with ease and can start, stop and turn 

• Can hop on one foot 

• Can catch, throw and bounce a ball 

• Can brush teeth, hair and dress independently 

Fine Motor Milestones 

• Can write some letters 

• Can copy crosses and squares 

• Can manipulate table utensils 

• Can cut on a line 

Language Milestones 

• Uses a large vocabulary 

• Uses complex sentences 

• Understands words like if, why and when 

Cognitive Milestones 

• Starts to develop logical thinking 

• Understand the concepts of past, present and future 

• Still learning through experience and the senses 

• Understands more, less, bigger, in, under and behind 

Social Emotional Milestones 

• Can take turns, share and cooperate 

• Can express anger verbally 

• Understands the concept of lying, but may lie to protect 
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himself 

• Has a vivid imagination and loves to use it 

Five-Year Old Developmental Milestones 

Gross Motor Milestones 

• Can run like an adult 

• Can jump rope 

• Can skate 

• Can walk on a balance beam 

Fine Motor Milestones 

• Holds a pencil like an adult 

• Hand preference is established 

• Can color within the lines (but hopefully won't always 
have to!) 

• Can cut and paste simple shapes 

Language Milestones 

• Speaks fluently using correct plurals, pronouns and 
tenses 

• Uses complex language 

• Loves words and the actual use of language 

Cognitive Milestones 

• Seeks knowledge 

• Can still confuse fantasy and reality 

• Does not yet use adult logic 
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Social Emotional Milestones 

• Likes to play cooperatively with other children 

• Likes to play with both sexes but may prefer the same 
sex 

• Can tell right from wrong 

• Likes to play dress up and make-believe 

• Wants to do what is right 

Words to the wise: Please note that these are guidelines and 
children move through them at their own pace. You are the 
best judge of your child's developmental progress. 



The Importance of Keeping a 
Watchful Eye on Your Child's 
Development 


As parents we all are very sure that our child is perfect. It's the 
other children who are not! Of course in reality and through 
experience, I do believe that all children are perfect in their own 
special way. However, I also believe that some children, yes, 
even the perfect ones, occasionally need a little extra support 
and intervention during the preschool years. The reason that 
it is so important during the preschool years is because that 
is when intervention can make the most difference. If we can 
pick up on small issues like problems with fine or gross motor 
control or a problem with speech and language development 
and address it right then, in most cases it can dealt with before 
it has any impact on long term development. It can also be 
dealt with before a child feels that they are different because 
of it. Self esteem is extremely important throughout life but 
of vital importance during the preschool years. We all want 
children to feel good about themselves! 

Because of this it was important to me that we have a system 


48 


Preschools by the Bay 


in place at my program through which we could support the 
development of all the children. It has been a big success for 
us and we love that children are getting what they need at 
the optimal time. We offer all families the option of having 
Occupational Therapy and/or Speech and Language Therapy 
Evaluations during the school year. It is always optional and 
always available to all families regardless of their ability to 
pay. If it is perceived that a child may need some intervention, 
be it large or small, then the parents can decide what they want 
to do. Services can be sought out elsewhere or through our 
own resources. (It is important to note that depending on the 
issue, children may also be eligible for free special education 
programs and intervention through resources set up by state 
and federal disability laws.) 

As the whole topic of early intervention can be somewhat 
intimidating to most of us, I thought it best to hear from the 
experts. Gabrielle Perelmuter, OTR/L and Jamie Kintz,CCC- 
SLP are the two professional working with us at the Phoebe 
Hearst Preschool. They have put together a wonderful 
program of support and are a big part of our early childhood 
community. Both of them, on the following pages, will explain 
what they do in their individual specialties. I have also included 
testimonials from parents at our school who have benefited 
from their expertise. It is always nice to have specific examples 
from other parents. It makes things much more real! 
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So what is early intervention and 
Occupational Therapy? 

by Gabrielle Perelmuter, MOT OTR/L 

Clinical Director & Occupational Therapist 

Little Hands Occupational Therepy 

www..marinkidsdinic.com • gabi@littlehandsot.com 

What is early intervention? 

Early intervention therapeutic services are designed to meet 
the needs of infants and toddlers, from birth through the 
preschool years, who have a identified developmental delay 
and/or at risk or slow to develop a specific identified skill 
set. Sometimes it is known from the moment a child is born 
that early intervention services will be essential in helping the 
child grow and develop. Other children may appear healthy 
in infancy but may develop slower than others and exhibit 
functional difficulties in certain everyday activities such as 
dressing and motor skills. Occupational therapists specializing 
in early intervention services provide assessment, treatment 
and family consultation. 

What is OT? 

OT (Occupational Therapy) is the work performed by a certified 
and licensed Occupational Therapist. Occupational therapists 
support and promote the development and engagement of 
children and their families/ caregivers, in everyday activities. 
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These activities include play, sleep, dressing, grooming, 
education/learning, behavior and social participation. 
Occupational therapy practitioners provide services to young 
children and their families in a variety of settings, including 
hospitals, early intervention programs, private clinics, child 
care. Head Start and Early Head Start programs, preschool 
and pre-kindergarten programs, and at home. Occupational 
therapy is concerned with a child's ability to participate in 
daily life meaningful activities or "occupations." Occupational 
therapists use their unique expertise to help children with 
and without identified disabilities prepare for and perform 
important learning and developmental activities. Occupational 
therapists design interventions that promote healthy 
development, establish needed skills, and modify environments 
to prevent further functional difficulties and delays while 
supporting the child's participation in daily meaningful 
activities. Occupational therapy practitioners also play a role in 
educating parents, caregivers, and program staff about specific 
disabilities and the development of children with varied 
learning needs. In a preschool settings. Occupational therapists 
support the achievement of developmental and learning 
outcomes for children by facilitating social skills development, 
motor development, self-regulatory skills (self regulation of 
arousal level), emergent literacy, and the development of self- 
care skills. Occupational therapists are particularly skilled in 
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helping children access curricular activities by providing their 
recommendations to modifications and/or accommodations 
in the classroom. 

What are signs to look for that indicate that your 
child may need support? 

Functional difficulties in the following areas: 

• Attention 

• Self regulation of arousal level 

• Sensory processing (e.g. auditory, tactile, visual, movement 
sensitivities) 

• Body Space Awareness 

• Gross motor skills (balance, ball skills, coordination, 
postural strength) 

• Fine motor skills (pre writing skills, visual motor 
integration, fine motor coordination) 

• Handwriting 

• Social skills 

• Problem solving skills 

• Behavior 

What does an assessment entail? 

• Full evaluation: A comprehensive assessment of 8-10 
pages, evaluating all areas of functioning (fine and gross 
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motor, sensory processing and self-help skills). Play based 
activities consisting of standardized assessments and 
clinical observations, parent/teacher consultation, report 
consisting of findings and treatment plan (summary of 
results, recommendations and goals for therapy). The cost 
ranges from $500-950, depending on the child's needs. 

• Modified evaluation: A assessment of 4-5 pages evaluating 
a specific skill set (e.g. fine motor skills) and functional 
implications of identified delays/difficulties. Play-based 
activities consisting of standardized assess-ments and 
clinical observations, parent/ teacher con-sultation, report 
consisting of findings and treatment plan (summary of 
results, recommendations and goals for therapy). The cost 
ranges from $350-500, depending on the child's need. 

What can a family expect from services? 

• A better understanding of their child and the underlying 
difficulties impacting functioning 

• A family advocate from their occupational therapist 

• Assistance in identifying the appropriate classroom/ 
school setting for their particular child 

• A multidisciplinary treatment approach: Occupational 
therapists consult with other disciplines (teachers, speech 
therapists, caregivers, psychologists and pediatricians) to 
ensure that all are collaborating in the best interest of the 
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child 

• Developmental growth in their child's particular areas of 
identified difficulties 

• Progress reports every 3 months to quantify and report on 
progress made throughout therapy sessions and report on 
goals from initial assessment 

Parents’ Testimonials 

Gabrielle and her team have been amazingly helpful to my 
daughter and, as a result, our family. I feel like we have a plan 
put in place by experts, with excellent collaboration with her 
school, and 1 get detailed regular reports on her progress. She 
is making great strides, and it is in large part due to the work 
we've done with Little Hands. 

Parent of 5 year old girl 

Little Hands Occupational Therapy has been a wonderful 
resource for my children. 1 am continually impressed with the 
therapist's quick grasp of the therapeutic challenges at hand, 
and their ability to outline a program taking into account each 
child's personality. It is this holistic approach which accounts 
for their success - along with the fact that they are able to make 
learning fun. 

Parent of brothers; 7 year old and 8 year old 

It has been amazing watching our son progress this year in 


54 


Preschools by the Bay 


Kindergarten. He has thrived this year due to the foundation 
from his preschool and all of the help he has received from Little 
Hands OT. He has been given tools and strategies to help him 
succeed at his school as it relates to socialization, handwriting, 
and sensory integration. They truly care about Ben and our 
family and it shows in everything that they do. 

Parent of a 6 year old boy 


What Does Speech and Language 
Development and Intervention Look Like? 

by Jamie Kintz, CCC-SLP, Speech-Language Pathologist 
www. marinspeechtherapy, com • jkin tz@marinspeechtherapy.com 

What are the speech and language milestones for 
preschoolers? 

Communication development begins in infancy, long before a 
child says his or her first word. The most significant period 
of growth in speech and language skills occurs during the 
preschool years. Although it is normal for children of the same 
age to vary in their communication abilities, these expected 
milestones can serve as a guide to normal development. 

By 1 year, a child typically: 

• Enjoys simple, interactive games (e.g.. Peek-a-boo and Pat- 
a-cake). 
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• Turns and looks in the direction of sounds. 

• Understands "no." 

• Recognizes words for common objects (e.g., "dog," "milk," 
"shoe"). 

• Begins responding to simple questions and commands 
(e.g., "Want more?" or "Wave bye-bye"). 

• Tries to communicate by using actions or gestures (e.g., 
waving) 

• Babbles with a variety of sounds and sound combinations 
(e.g., "bububu tata gigigi"). 

• Says at least one word with meaning (e.g., "mama"), 
although it may not be clearly articulated. 

• Imitates a variety of speech sounds. 

By 2 years, a child typically: 

• Follows simple directions without gestures (e.g., "Clean it 

up"). 

• Identifies basic body parts (e.g., "nose," "eye") by 
pointing. 

• Enjoys being read to. 

• Understands approximately 50 words, including simple 
verbs (e.g., "drink," "jump"). 

• Says approximately 40 words, although articulation still 
may not be clear. 

• Starts combining words (e.g., "Daddy home"). 

• Makes animal sounds (e.g., "meow"). 
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• Begins using pronouns (e.g., "mine"). 

• Answers simple questions (e.g.,"Do you want more?"). 

By 3 years, a child typically: 

• Points to objects, pictures, and family members. 

• Follows 2-step commands (e.g., "Get the ball, and put it in 
the box"). 

• Says approximately 100 words. 

• Asks for or calls attention to an object by naming it. 

• Speaks in simple sentences to comment or make requests 
( e -gv "Doggy go bye-bye"). 

• Uses speech that is understood most of the time although 
not perfectly clear. 

• Uses more pronouns (e.g., "1," "You," "me"). 

• Asks simple questions (e.g., "My turn?"). 

• Gives his/her sex, name, and age when asked. 

• Begins using plural endings (e.g., "doggies") and past 
tense verbs (e.g., "kicked") 

By 4 years, a child typically: 

• Follows directions with a variety of prepositions (e.g., 
under, behind, next to). 

• Understands more complex questions (e.g., "Why do you 
need to brush your teeth?"). 

• Says at least 200 words. 

• Repeats 4-syllable words (e.g., "Caterpillar"), phrases, and 
sentences. 
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• Verbalizes activities that he/she carries out (e.g., when 
playing "house"). 

• Uses some irregular past tense verbs (e.g., ate, saw, fell). 

• Uses clear speech but may continue to have difficulty with 
some complex sounds (e.g.. Ill, /r/, /s,z/). 

By 5 years, a child typically: 

• Knows common opposites (e.g., hot/cold, big/little, fast/ 
slow). 

• Understands simple time concepts (e.g., morning, today, 
first). 

• Follows 3-step commands (e.g., "Open the box, take out 
the ball, and put it in the cup"). 

• Speaks in fairly long sentences (8+ words) with generally 
correct grammar. 

• Tells imaginative stories and describes objects by function. 

• Uses speech that is clear and able to be understood all of 
the time. 

• Rhymes 

What is the role of a Speech-Language 
Pathologist? 

A Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP) supports a child's 
communication development by evaluating and targeting the 
following areas: 

• Articulation/speech production (pronunciation of sounds/ 
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words) 

• Receptive language (comprehension) 

• Expressive (spoken) language 

• Pragmatic language (social skills) 

• Fluency (stuttering) 

• Voice 

What are the indicators of a possible speech and 
language delay or disorder? 

Difficulty with, or absence of, several of the abovementioned 
skills at the expected age may indicate a problem. Delays and 
disorders in communication development may interfere with 
a child's ability to learn, express himself or herself, and make 
friends. With early intervention, however, these effects can be 
minimized or avoided and a child can "catch up" to his or her 
peers when provided with regular therapy sessions. 

A note about stuttering 

It is common for children ages 2-6 to demonstrate periods of 
disfluency (stuttering). These disfluencies often take the form 
of repeated words, syllables, or sounds (e.g., "I, I, I, I want 
to one"; "W-w-w-where'd it go?"), as well as hesitations or 
fillers (e.g., "uh, uh, uh"). These disfluencies may come and 
go, or fluctuate in severity over time and circumstances. In the 
majority of cases, a preschooler's stuttering is a sign that he or 
she is learning to use language in new ways, and it will resolve 
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without intervention. It is recommended that parents modify 
their own style of interaction with their child by slowing their 
speech rate, asking fewer questions, and allowing plenty of 
time for their child to respond. They should generally avoid 
calling attention to their child's disfluencies, unless he or she 
demonstrates an awareness of his or her difficulties. Speech 
therapy may be warranted if the child is stuttering frequently 
(e.g., on more than 10% of his or her speech), stuttering with 
considerable effort and tension (e.g., observed tight lips, 
facial grimacing, and/or eye blinking), avoiding stuttering by 
changing words, showing frustration, or if the stuttering has 
persisted for more than 2 months. 

How to find a Speech-Language Pathologist 

Parents may find a SLP by word of mouth, an internet search 
(e.g., www.asha.org), online parent forums, recommendations 
from school personnel, or referrals from pediatricians. For 
children in the SF Bay Area, Golden Gate Regional Center 
(GGRC) provides tax-funded intervention services for infants 
between birth and three years of age who are developmentally 
delayed. To apply for services, parents can contact GGRC via 
telephone (888-339-3305), fax (888-339-3306), letter, or website 
(www.ggrc.org). When a child turns three and is still in need of 
special education, his or her local school district is responsible 
for providing these services. 

Parents may prefer to hire a private SLP for one or more of the 
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following reasons: 1) their child was found to be not eligible 
for public services, 2) they want services provided promptly, 

3) they want a therapist who has more flexibility in scheduling, 

4) they want more intensive therapy (in terms of treatment 
frequency, duration, or individual vs. group sessions) than 
what they are offered through public services. Some private 
SLP's may provide therapy in a child's home or at his or her 
non-public school. 

If a speech or language problem is suspected, then 
what? 

An evaluation administered by a Speech-Language pathologist 
can confirm a communication delay or disorder and determine 
the need for therapy. An evaluation typically consists of 
standardized tests and informal measures that explore a child's 
skills in order to identify areas of strength and relative weakness. 
These evaluations typically take 1 to 4 hours (often broken 
up into multiple sessions) and are designed to be enjoyable 
for a child with use of pictures, stories, and manipulatives. 
Input from parents and teachers, classroom observations, 
and a review of the child's medical/developmental history 
are also typically included in an evaluation. After the testing 
is completed, parents receive an evaluation report with the 
assessment results, therapy recommendations, and often a 
treatment plan with proposed goals for the child to work 
toward. The Speech-Language pathologist will also provide 
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strategies for parents and teachers to use with the child in order 
to strengthen his or her communication skills at home and in 
the classroom. Evaluations range greatly in cost, depending on 
the duration and complexity of the assessment, and can total 
anywhere from $300 to $800. Some insurance policies cover 
part or all of the cost of an evaluation. 

What happens in speech therapy? 

Therapy sessions do not follow a particular curriculum; they 
are individualized to target each child's unique speech and 
language needs. Sessions typically range from 30 minutes to 1 
hour and use a variety of games and activities that are fun for 
the child while promoting learning. A child might work alone 
with the Speech-Language pathologist or be paired/grouped 
with other children, particularly when social communication 
skills are being targeted. Parents receive regular progress 
reports that describe the treatment strategies being used in 
sessions and their child's progress toward goals. If therapy 
is being provided in a child's school setting, the Speech- 
Language pathologist will often collaborate with teachers to 
promote maximum speech and language learning, as well as 
generalization of skills outside the therapy room. Treatment 
sessions typically range in cost from $100/hour to $150/ 
hour. Again, some insurance policies cover part or all of the 
cost of speech therapy. Alternatively, parents may make tax- 
deductible contributions to health savings accounts (HSA) or 
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medical flexible spending accounts (FSA) to pay for healthcare 
expenses, such as speech/language therapy. 

What are the benefits of speech therapy? 

When a child's communication difficulties are addressed early 
and effectively, the impact on his or her academic, social, and 
emotional wellbeing can be dramatic. A child whose speech 
could not be understood by others might go from being shy 
and timid to outgoing and confident once his or her difficulties 
are corrected. Or, a child with receptive language problems 
might go from being confused and distracted in the classroom 
to engaged and responsive. A child with social communication 
difficulties might go from being isolated and without friends 
to successfully initiating conversations and establishing 
relationships with peers. A child who lacks phonemic awareness 
and is at risk for reading and written language problems might 
get the boost needed to be prepared for kindergarten. 

Parents’ Testimonials 

Speech therapy has made a tremendous difference in our 
twins' confidence and ability to communicate. When the boys 
started preschool at age 3 they were quiet and shy; speaking 
three-word utterances which were largely unintelligible to 
adults who didn't know them. The therapist set to work 
focusing on improving their articulation, phonological 
awareness, grammar, sentence structure and story telling. Our 
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boys immediately benefited from the bi-weekly undivided 
attention of the charming and cheerful speech therapist who 
knew exactly how to encourage them to "take risks" and coax 
out their best. A big relief was that the boys actually enjoyed 
the speech sessions and looked forward to the vast array of 
games, stories and activities that made the sessions feel more 
about play than work. Having the speech therapist work in the 
school provided valuable communication with the teachers 
and preschool director and made the whole process easy and 
seamless. 

The twins will likely continue their speech therapy while in 
kindergarten but we are confident in knowing that they are 
able to communicate just about any thought that they want 
and that we've given them the best assistance possible during 
the critical preschool years. 

Testimonial from Natalie Loggias . 

We had our daughter Sophie evaluated around her second 
birthday, when it became apparent to us and her pediatrician 
that her expressive language capabilities were not at a typical 
level for a child her age. At first, like any parent, you don't 
want to believe that your child is "different" or needs extra 
help, but we are so glad that we sought early intervention help 
with a speech therapist. 

Sophie's language skills have steadily improved over the 
course of the past two years, and now she is talking in complete 
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sentences and adding new vocabulary words daily. We have 
worked with several different speech and occupational 
therapists over time and everyone has been really great. My 
daughter doesn't think of her time working with them as a 
chore, it is fun 'play' time. 

Please remember that it doesn't hurt to have an evaluation, 
so don't wait if there is any doubt in your mind about possible 
developmental delays in your child. Early intervention can 
really make a huge impact on your child's happiness and 
confidence levels. 

Testimonial from Carrie Mainelli. 

Having our son work with an Occupational Therapist has 
been a fantastic experience. She provides expertise and 
encouragement which enables him to feel more confident as 
he refines his motor coordination. The purposeful activities 
she designs enhance his existing abilities while building 
muscle strength and he simply delights in the fun of it all. It 
is wonderful to see him realize his potential and have greater 
success in areas where he has felt challenged. Working with 
an Occupational Therapist has been extremely worthwhile 
and a pleasure for all involved. We can't recommend it highly 
enough. 

Testimonial from Julia Boszhardt 



"Off you go and play!" 


Those are the words that 1 remember hearing frequently as a 
child growing up in Ireland. I did not attend preschool and my 
parents did not enroll me in numerous classes to gain social 
skills or learn how to play. It was not necessary. I just knew 
how. And no, I was not a gifted child! Guess what? It is still not 
necessary to formally teach these things. However, somewhere 
along the way we all started to hear the rumors that we needed 
to do more to enrich the lives of our preschoolers and young 
children. And suddenly we all turned in to these crazed 
parents constantly researching the best classes and activities 
being offered for our little ones. 

So what should we do? When 1 say that we do not need 
to teach our children how to play, it does not mean that we 
cannot set in place ways to facilitate their play and their overall 
social development. The good news is that preschoolers seem 
to have a 'play app' built right in to their personalities. If you 
watch them in action you can see it. And as they grow and 
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develop their play becomes more sophisticated. 

Solitary Play 

If you observe a two-year old at play he/she tends to play by 
themselves with no interaction with other children, even if 
they are close by. At this time they really are only interested in 
being by themselves. You can feel free to just observe and enjoy 
the moment. 

Parallel Play 

At about two and a half or three children begin to play closer 
to other children but still may not interact very much. This is 
a natural stage of development and it is not necessary for you 
to jump in and try to get them to engage with the other child/ 
children. 

Co-operative Play 

By about three and a half most children are actively seeking 
out other children to play with. As they turn four the play 
becomes much more sophisticated and we observe them 
planning and negotiating to create various scenarios. This is 
when opportunities really begin to present themselves for you 
to facilitate and enrich the process. 

What do you need to do? 

The most important thing to do is to always allow time and a 


'Off you go and play! 


67 


space for play. It does not have to be a fancy play space filled 
with toys. A corner of the living room and a few empty boxes 
can be even more inspiring to a child. In the beginning stages 
of co-operative play, children also can benefit from an adult 
helping them to express themselves through language. Most 
important of all, be open to their ideas and engage when they 
want you to engage. Also, be careful to draw back and only 
observe when they are fully engaged themselves. 

Types of play 

Physical Play: running, jumping, climbing at the playground, 
biking etc... 

Creative Play: painting, drawing, cutting and pasting... 

Dramatic Play: dressing up to play roles and playing more with 
toys... 

Manipulative Play: puzzles, small toys etc... 

Why play is important? 

Children improve both gross motor and fine motor 
development through play. They also build their language 
skills when interacting with one another. However, most 
important of all, in my book, is how a child's self-confidence 
grows through play. When they learn how to successfully hang 
from the monkey bars or build an extra tall block tower, they 
feel so proud of themselves! And so do we! When children are 
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playing together they also enrich their language skills and in 
conjunction with this, their social skills. By playing they learn 
how to play... 

What to look for in a preschool environment? 

• lots of choices for different kinds of play 

• separate areas for different kinds of play 

• toys that are clean and organized 

• a safe outdoor play space with a variety of options for 
outdoor play 

• adults who are responsive to the children in their care 

• children who are happy and engaged in their play 

A Final Word about Play and Preschool 

It is important to ask about each school's philosophy on play 
when you tour. It is a very important part of each child's 
development and one that while it does just happen, it still 
needs to be facilitated and nurtured. And yes, it is still 
permissible to say, "off you go and play." 





Playdates: A whole new world for 

you! 


I do remember playing with friends at school as a child, and 
I do remember occasionally going to their home or having 
them come to mine. However, our parents did not organize 
most of our play together and we certainly did not have a 
playdate schedule set up. Well times have changed and now 
playdates are a natural part of the preschool experience. This 
is actually a good thing as we are supporting our child's social 
development and is crucial to their future well-being. However, 
it can at times become a stressor for families, particularly in 
the beginning when everyone is just finding their way with 
a new schedule and new people. I have a few suggestions 
to help get you through, as it is something with which I 
have first hand knowledge! Believe me when I say that this 
is nothing compared to the beginning of the sleepover phase 
and the multiple friend playdates and then the multiple friend 
sleepovers! So relax and enjoy your child's foray (and yours 
too!) out in to a brave new world! 
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Setting up A Playdate 

I suggest that you wait for a few weeks in to preschool and 
see which children your child seems to play with most or talk 
about most. Teachers can also help with this decision. Next 
introduce yourself to the parent/parents of the lucky child 
if you have not already met. For first playdates it is best to 
choose a neutral play zone, like the local park. This means that 
no one is responsible for hosting or entertaining and you are 
all free to stay a short period or a longer period if things go 
well. However, it is better to limit the time to less than an hour. 
Do not be surprised or dismayed if the first time is not perfect. 
It does not have to be for the children to benefit from the 
experience. It is a good idea to bring a small snack but always 
check with the other parent first regarding allergies and food 
preferences. 

A Playdate at Your Home 

If next you decide to host a playdate at your house, it is a 
nice idea to also invite the parent/parents to stay. Yes, it 
does put a little extra pressure on you but it also allows you 
the opportunity to get to know the family. Many parents of 
preschoolers can really benefit from making new friends too! 
In advance you should talk with your child about where they 
can play and whether or not they want to leave all their toys 
out for the playdate. (It is usually best to put special things 
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away and then no one is upset about sharing.) It is important 
for all playdates but especially home playdates that the parents 
help to facilitate particularly at the beginning. This does not 
mean making children play together, it just means being close 
by to supervise and observe. Remember what I said earlier in 
the book about stages of play! If you need to intervene do it 
quietly and then withdraw again. Children need to develop 
the necessary tools for socialization all by themselves. 

Have a variety of toys and activities available but you do not 
need to provide a toy store's worth. That can actually make 
things more challenging for the children when they have too 
many choices. It also makes clean up time (yes, you need this 
even on playdates!) easier for everyone. 

Do not be afraid to intervene at anytime if things are getting 
a little out of hand. Usually, a gentle reminder to play nicely 
is all that is needed! Certainly another parent would pick this 
over their child coming home with a boo boo or a report that 
they hurt someone else. I have always found parents to be very 
proactive in this regard. 

It is also important that you give the playmates adequate 
warning that the playdate is coming to an end. This gives them 
time to finish their play and clean up. Do not make this a major 
issue and if necessary you can help a little but do not do it all. 
Otherwise, you are setting yourself up for a lifetime of clean 
up and believe me their preschool teachers will not appreciate 
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it either! 

Always encourage your child to walk their little friend 
to the door to say goodbye. If they have worked on any art 
activities together, don't forget to send it home as a souvenir. It 
can also help with the transition! Finally, even if the playdate 
wasn't perfect, congratulate yourself on surviving this new 
social realm and start planning the next. However, one or 
two playdates a week is more than enough for any child and 
sometimes for all involved less is more in the beginning. 

Cheat Sheet Summary 

• Organize the first playdate at a neutral place like the local 
park 

• Invite the other parent/parents to stay 

• Bring a preauthorized snack to share 

• Keep it to under an hour no matter how well it is going 

• For the first playdate at home, invite the other parent/ 
parents to stay 

• Stay close but do not hover to help facilitate the play 

• Limit the number of toys and activities available for play 

• Intervene gently if necessary at anytime 

• Give adequate warning before clean up and time to go 
home 
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Have everyone say a nice goodbye to help with the 
transition home 

Do not overload your child's schedule with playdates! 
Enjoy this new world for all of you... 





Settling in to Preschool for All of 

You 


Orientation 

The good news is that all preschools have some form of 
orientation before the first day of school. This can take many 
different forms such as an Open House Evening, Parent 
Information Session, Classroom Visit or an individual meeting. 
Always plan on attending anything that is offered. I know 
that right now you are thinking, well who wouldn't want to 
attend? Let me tell you that every so often I have come across 
the family or maybe just the parent who doesn't see or feel the 
benefit of finding out more about the school. This is usually a 
big mistake. 1 feel strongly that the more you know about the 
program the more you will all benefit. Preschool is not just a 
place to send your child; it also becomes your community for 
the duration. 

Teacher Intake Meeting 

You will usually be asked to attend an intake meeting with 
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your child's teacher or teachers. This is the best opportunity 
to share information about your child and to ask specific 
questions about your child's classroom. If you have not 
already been given a copy of the daily schedule, then request it 
at this meeting. No question is too silly to ask. The teachers are 
usually very happy to answer anything for you. They know 
that an informed parent is a happy parent! This first meeting is 
the way to open up the channels of communication. I know as 
a parent myself that we do not always want to bare our souls at 
this point. However, don't leave it too long to establish a line of 
trust and respect with the teacher or teachers who spend time 
with our child. 

First Visits 

At the end of your intake meeting you will probably set up an 
initial visiting schedule for your child. Many schools have you 
and your child visit a number of times for a short period before 
the official first day. This gives everyone the opportunity to get 
to know each other. You also get to meet some other parents 
and on the first day you can all comfort one another through 
that first separation! 

First Day 

You probably do not need me to tell you that a good night's 
sleep and a good breakfast are both very important. However, 
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I also want to add that you need to follow the same advice. Do 
not underestimate the emotional roller coaster that the first day 
of preschool can induce in you. Also while all you may want to 
talk about is preschool for the days leading up to it, I suggest 
that you do not. Absolutely be excited and happy when talking 
about school and do remind your child that they will soon be 
starting. But talk about other things too! Too much emphasis 
on that first day looming may backfire and make your child 
more anxious when it finally does arrive. In the morning, give 
yourself lots of time to get there and make sure you know about 
parking and logistical issues. For example, are you required to 
stay a certain period of time and what time is pick-up that first 
day? Does the school have your correct cell phone number if 
you leave and they need to contact you? 

Getting To Know The Staff 

While the first day may be hectic for everyone, you should 
still take the time to introduce yourself to other staff members 
at some point during the first week. By this I mean the 
administration staff and anyone else around the school that 
will be in contact with your child. A good preschool has a team 
of personnel to support it and you want to know who they 


are! 
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Building A Relationship With Your Child’s Teacher 

This will be an ongoing process throughout the school year 
and you want to start it off on the right foot. Let the teacher 
know that you are always available to discuss anything that 
may arise for your child. Also, make sure that you compliment 
the teacher on a regular basis on any special activities or even 
just when you child talks about a fun activity at home. It is so 
nice to receive positive feedback from parents. By doing this 
it makes it so much easier to bring up more difficult subjects 
if it ever becomes necessary. The teacher will know that you 
are an involved parent not just a critical parent. If you have 
extra time and would like to volunteer in the classroom, let 
the teacher know. Believe me, preschools love volunteers! A 
word of caution, remember you are a volunteer and respect 
all volunteer rules and guidelines! The teachers will love you 
for it! 

Observation Times and Conferences 

This is another way to strengthen your relationship with the 
classroom teachers. If the school has opportunities for you to 
observe your child (some schools have observation windows/ 
rooms) take it. Always sign up for conferences and if possible 
have both parents/guardians attend. It is so much more 
beneficial to hear things firsthand and teachers appreciate you 
all taking the time. Most schools schedule one or two formal 
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conferences throughout the school year. However, if something 
comes up for you or your child, do not hesitate to request an 
additional conference. Many things can also be handled with 
a quick phone conference and then everyone feels that they 
have a voice. 

Communication 

Keeping open the channels of communication with your child's 
preschool is vital. But what do I mean by this? It does not mean 
that you have to inform the school every time your child poops 
in the potty at home once they are potty trained. However, if 
you are working on potty training at the time, then it is good 
to fill the teacher in on a regular basis. If one parent travels for 
business or is out of town a lot then let the school know as it 
may affect your child's behavior. If a family member comes to 
live with you or a family member dies, let the school know. 
Do you get the idea? Things that happen at home can have an 
impact in school. The more the teachers know, the more they 
can support you child. 

Be Proactive Not Reactive 

If you have an issue with a teacher or the classroom, it is best 
to approach them first. This shows respect for them and it is 
much more likely that you will easily resolve the issue. Going 
straight to the director seems more like telling tales than trying 
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to resolve anything. However, do remember that the director 
is always there as an additional resource for you and if need 
be you can certainly ask for their help with approaching a 
classroom issue. At anytime that an issue is not dealt with go 
directly to the director. The director is the one person who can 
create change! Once again a happy parent makes for a happy 
preschool. 

Getting To Know Other Parents 

Many of the parents you meet will become people that you 
will develop life-long friendships with! I hear it all the time 
from former parents. I think it happens because you all start 
off on a very exciting journey together and it is nice to have 
others around who are sharing this experience. However, 
every so often issues can arise between parents. That's life and 
it should be dealt with just like any other grown up conflict. 
Be respectful and communicate! Do not allow yourself to get 
over heated about issues between children as the children and 
teachers will deal with these at school. You only need to be 
informed and offer your assistance if needed. 

Finally, enjoy this first foray out in to a brave new world. It 
will be over before you know it! 



Almost last but certainly 
not least - Potty Training! 


There are few phrases that can strike as much fear in parents 
as 'potty training.' The one that is next is probably 'driver's 
license' followed closely by 'but all my friends have tattoos!' 
Luckily, those phrases are years away for now! However, many 
parents find themselves totally out of sorts when it comes to a 
plan for potty training. The most important thing 1 want you 
to remember is that every child is different. Once again this is 
a developmental issue. Your child will be ready when they are 
ready. For years, (and probably when we were all being potty 
trained) it was the parents and grandparents who decided 
when to start potty training. That was not necessarily a bad 
thing, however, potty training philosophies have changed and 
evolved as we learn more about child development. Because I 
think this is such an important topic 1 have asked a colleague, 
Sylvia Ford, to address the issue for you in the following article. 
If you find this helpful, please do look out for her forthcoming 
book. The 13 Myths About Potty Training: Realities and Simple 
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Solutions . Sylvia has a wealth of knowledge to share with 
you! 

On the preschool search do ask about potty training at the 
school. There are some programs that require a child to be fully 
potty trained before starting school. If you intend sending your 
child to preschool on the earlier end of the spectrum (two to 
three) these programs may not be for you. It can put undue 
pressure on the family and the transition to preschool can be 
more negative than positive. 


The 13 Myths Of Potty Training: Realities And 
Simple Solutions 

by Sylvia Ford, an excerpt from her book. 

GOING TO PRESCHOOL 

Many children between the ages of two and three are still 
challenged by the whole task of learning to use the toilet. 
But they master it quickly, once they start participating in a 
preschool program. Children who have had practice at home, 
even if they have not been totally successful, are much more 
able to transfer the skills to preschool. 

Consistency 

Parents and preschool teachers often strive to provide 
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consistency with methods, strategies, and rewards to help 
children become independent with using the toilet. 

But let's face it...children behave differently with their 
teachers than they do with their parents. Young children are 
much more willing to be steered into doing certain things 
by their teachers. There is generally less rebellion and more 
cooperation. 

It doesn't matter who the parent is, the best parent on the 
planet will not get the consistent cooperation from their child 
that the preschool teacher will (granted he/she is a great 
teacher). It's just the way things go, typically. So if you give 
your children a jump-start by providing some practice at home, 
they will probably progress very quickly in their ability to take 
care of themselves with toileting once they get to preschool. 

Supportive teachers 

You can think of learning to use the toilet independently as part 
of the preschool curriculum—a part of learning to understand 
one's own body and how to take care of it. Some preschools ask 
that children be potty trained before they enter the program. 
Some will say it does not matter whether the child is potty 
trained or not. Some preschools have parents return to the 
school if the child has a toileting accident so the parent can 
take care of the child and clean things up. Other schools will 
take care of toileting accidents on their own and consider it as 
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part of what children there are learning. So it's important to 
choose a school that will support you in the way you need to 
be supported. 

A helpful teacher will talk to you about nurturing the child's 
progress and how you can do that at school and at home. 
Children catch on with enthusiasm at preschool because they 
want to do what everyone else is doing. Copying is one of the 
easiest ways young children learn. The preschool program 
is structured around a daily routine, and since children are 
hard-wired to follow patterns — such as a day's routine—their 
practice with using the toilet builds up, and they can achieve 
some mastery at a fast pace. 

When observing a preschool class of 2-year-olds, it's not 
unusual to see a systematic restroom break for the kids every 
30-45 minutes. Because younger children need to be prompted 
and need more individual attention in the restroom, I don't 
like to see the "herding mentality" when the restroom break 
occurs. The herding mentality is when all kids are made to 
stop playing and get in line for their turn in the restroom. This 
only creates difficulties of many sorts. 

It's much better to take a few children to the restroom at a 
time, give them guidance, make sure they wash their hands 
and then get a few more children until the whole group has 
gone through the cycle. Skilled teachers know how to transition 
children in and out of restroom breaks with out disrupting the 
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whole group. 

Accidents at preschool 

Almost all children have at least one toileting accident at 
preschool. Here are some tips to help. 

1. Keep a supply of extra clothes for your child at preschool. 
Mark them with your child's name. Take pants, shirts, 
underwear, socks and an extra pair of shoes. 

2. Have your child wear a diaper under a pair of underwear 
for the journey to preschool in the morning, upon arriving 
at preschool, take your child to the bathroom and remove 
the diaper (without taking off the underwear) and just 
pull the underwear back up. You can do the reverse for 
the trip home. 

3. Remember that naptime is when your child may have an 
accident because their bladder control gets much weaker 
when they are asleep. 

4. It's important to bathe your child nightly when they are 
attending preschool. Not only do they get dirty from 
playing, they also have toileting accidents. 

5. Don't act surprised or disappointed when your child 
brings home a bag of soiled clothes. Be "matter of fact" 
and encourage them to try to do better next time. 

Never shame or demean the child about the accident. It 
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never helps. It sometimes makes things worse. 

It's also shaming to many children to be told that their 
eliminations are yucky or gross or stinky, etc. Again try to 
speak matter-of-factly and stay even in your tone. 

A good preschool will make a big difference in your child's 
desire to progress with the toileting task. Get your child on a 
helpful routine with potty training at home and the preschool 
experience will help your child continue on to full success. 

Sylvia Ford M.A. is an Early Childhood Consultant who has 
been working with children and families in the San Francisco 
Bay Area for over 25 years. She conducts educational seminars 
and provides many other services for parents, including 
private consultations that give parents information on child 
development. Sylvia specializes in working with preschool 
staffs, helping teachers to improve environments, activities, 
discipline techniques etc... She also conducts child observations 
in order to help families and schools better understand difficult 
behaviors and developmental norms of individual children. 

The 13 Myths of Potty Training; Realities and Simple Solutions. 

by Sylvia Ford. 

Her book is available from many online bookstores by searching 
for Sylvia Ford potty training or you can go to her website: 
w w w. syl vi af ord. com. 




The Kindergarten Search Process 


The good news is that you are not late starting the kindergarten 
search process. The even better news is that you are too early. 
However, it is never too early to have a plan. When you are 
looking at preschools, it is always helpful to inquire how the 
school helps parents to navigate the search for elementary 
school. Most quality programs will have a plan. These plans 
tend to be different for all schools, but range from having 
basic information available for reading, to sit down individual 
sessions with each family. It is important that the director and 
teachers make themselves available to each family to help 
them figure out the type of school/program that would work 
best for their child. However, the choice of school is always a 
matter of "fit" for both the child and the family. This pertains 
to both public and private schools. However, there tends to be 
more decision making in regard to private schools as the public 
school process in San Francisco is determined by lottery and 
the system is undergoing some changes at this time. I suggest 
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contacting the San Francisco Unified School District for up 
to date information at www.sfusd.edu and also Parents for 
Public Schools at www.parentsforpublicschools.org. The latter 
organization does a wonderful job of keeping parents informed 
about the process. Just remember a particular preschool 
CANNOT get your child in to a particular elementary school. 
That is entirely up to you and your child. When someone 
tells you that certain preschools are feeders for certain private 
elementary schools, please tell them that there is no such thing 
as a "feeder preschool!" 

I am including some general information from the Bay Area 
Directors of Admission that will certainly get you off on the 
right foot at the right time to get your child in to a private 
kindergarten should that be where you want to go. We are 
fortunate to have both wonderful private and public schools 
in the city However, you do have to do the necessary footwork 
to get there. I wish you luck! 


Applying to Kindergarten at Independent Schools 

from the Bay Area Directors of Admission 

The San Francisco Bay Area is filled with amazing in-dependent 
school options. Although the schools are by definition 
"independent," the admission directors at these schools work 
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with each other and with preschool directors to guide parents 
through the kindergarten admission process. The admission 
directors have created a website as a resource for families who 
are beginning the process. Please visit www.issfba.org for 
information about independent schools and website links to 
member schools. 

The admission process at independent schools begins in the 
fall of the year before a child would enter kindergarten. Most 
independent schools in the area require that a child be 5 years 
old by a certain date which is often well before the December 
cut-off for public schools. The best way to see if a school may be 
a good fit for your child and family is to take a tour. Admission 
tours are typically in the fall. If the school feels like a possible 
"good fit", then the family should request an application packet 
and proceed with the admission process. Most schools offer a 
variety of admission events during the season so families can 
get to know the school and community. Some offer or require 
a parent/guardian interview. For the children, most schools 
offer group visits and some schools additionally administer 
assessments. All of the schools require the current preschool to 
complete a student evaluation form. Admission directors and 
preschool directors encourage families to apply to a variety of 
schools to increase the possibility of having school options. In 
many cases, the number of applications for kindergarten at an 
independent school exceed available spaces. 



90 


Preschools by the Bay 


Independent schools welcome children from many different 
preschools to their kindergarten classes. Families should 
not assume a particular preschool will "feed" into specific 
elementary independent schools. All schools listed on the 
www.issfba.org website offer financial assistance to families 
based on financial need. 

Admission decision letters from independent schools in the 
Bay Area are mailed on a designated date typically in mid- 
March. 

For now enjoy the preschool search and just keep this 
information for a later time. 








Preschools SF 


ABC'S CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

1555 - 39th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94122 

(415) 681-1050 fax: (415) 681-1794 email: abcs@att.net 
www.abcs-cdc.com 

Year School Established: 2008 

Director: Salina Marley 

Philosophy and Curriculum: ABC's provides a high quality 
curriculum; fosters a child's natural curiosity for learning; 
provides a multi-cultural learning environment; develops 
a child's sensitivity and appreciation for the differences we 
all have with one another and most importantly develops a 
child's understanding of their own uniqueness and facilitates 
the development of a positive self image. 


Total Enrollment: 24 
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Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 24 children 

Age Range: 2-5 years old 

Programs: Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 or 1:8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Monthly Tuition Rates 

$1000 - Full Time (5 days 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM) 

$900-4 Full Days 

$900 -5 1/2 days (8:00 AM - 12:30 PM) 

$800 - 3 Full Days 

Additional Fees: 

Application Fee - $75.00 
Annual Registration Fee - $100.00 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Children's 
Council 
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Admission Process/Timeline: 1 month 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? 6 months - 1 year 

Average Teacher Tenure: 1 year 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Some attend 
parochial schools, public schools and private schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Post meetings, open houses to attend, 
and send out reminder emails. 

Current Parent Review: 

This neighborhood preschool in the Outer Sunset has an 
excellent, experienced staff. The curriculum revolves around 
monthly themes and promotes multicultural awareness. I 
appreciate that the school provides lots of opportunities for the 
kids to get out into the community to explore nearby parks, the 
beach and the local library along with monthly field trips. My 
son doesn't tell me much about what happens in his day so I 
am grateful for the daily note home describing his activities 
and the monthly newsletter. The parent involvement is strong 
with many parents accompanying the class for field trips. They 
also have monthly family potlucks, which is a great way to get 
to know the teachers and other families better. I love the large, 
light filled space. 
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ALTA PLAZA PRESCHOOL 

2140 Pierce Street 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

(415) 928-6483 fax: (415) 453-7850 

email: altaplaza@comcast.net 

www.altaplazapreschool.com 

Year School Established: 1995 

Director: Sharon Bricker-Stiffler 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

At Alta Plaza Preschool, we believe that learning should be 
a natural, enjoyable experience in a stimulating, develop¬ 
mental^ appropriate and safe environment. Positive learning 
experiences at an early age contribute to the development of 
each child's sense of self and emotional well-being. We are a 
play-based school with mixed ages with separate teachers for 
each age group. Our ultimate goal for each child is to learn self- 
discipline. We teach responsibility, not obedience. Our task is 
to help children develop skills that enable them to know and 
understand right from wrong, to make the correct choices and 
see how their behavior affects others. 

Total Enrollment: 30 


Number of Classrooms: 1 
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Class Size: 30 total enrollments 

Age Range: We take children from 21/2 to 51/2 or until they 
are ready for kindergarten. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

2:8-2 1/2 year olds 
2:10 -41/2 year olds 
1:7 - 5 1/2 year olds 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

$1999 - Full-time per month 
$1655 - MWF full day per month 
$1158 -T/TH full day per month 
$1386 - 5 half days per month 
$969 - 3 half days per month 
$748 - 2 half days per month 

Additional Fees: Parents are required to buy an Earthquake kit 
if the children nap at school, a nap kit and a yearly supply fee. 



96 


Preschools by the Bay 


If children attend part-time, there is a fee for extra care. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We do not offer 
any assistance at this time. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Parents must first submit an 
application. Tours begin in January for the school year parents 
have applied for are only offered to families when we have 
openings. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? While we do look at 
early applications first, we do not base our decisions on a first 
come first served basis. 

Teacher Education/Background: ECE certified teachers/Child 
development degree 

Average Teacher Tenure: 4+ 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Town, Stewart 
Hall, Cathedral, Convent, Hamlin, Burke, SF Day School, and 
other private schools in the SF area. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We have a Kindergarten preparation 
conference with each indi vidual parent to help them understand 
the process; we make helpful recommendations and also 
provide a handbook that previous parents have written about 
their experiences to help them through the process. 
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Current Parent Review: 

We have had the pleasure of the last two years at Alta Plaza 
and 1 have to say the loving and nurturing environment has 
helped my children build confidence that I could have only 
wished for. The teachers are amazing and bring deep levels of 
experience that most other preschools do not have. The parental 
involvement and community has been an additional bonus and 
we have been lucky enough to make lifetime friends. While the 
school is primarily play based the children are exposed to art, 
imaginative concepts, and a host of other quality curriculum 
that makes Alta Plaza such a special place. 


ASSOCIATED STUDENTS EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION CENTER, SFSU 

1650 Holloway Avenue, CCSC M-102 

San Francisco, CA 94132 

(415) 338-2403 fax: (415) 338-0511 

Year School Established: 1972 

Director: Sarah Johnson 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Center supports the growth and development of each 
individual child in a group care setting. We are accredited 
through the National Association for the Education of Young 
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Children (NAEYC), and we were recently commended by 
the Commission for providing curriculum that encourages 
children to be actively involved in the learning process. We 
have embraced the Reggio Emilia philosophy. Projects and 
activities vary from room to room and year to year depending 
on the interests of the children enrolled. Teachers share ongoing 
classroom activities with each other and the parents through 
newsletters, photo documentation and workshops. 

Total Enrollment: 165 

Number of Classrooms: 9 - 3 preschool rooms, 2 Infant rooms, 
2 Toddler rooms, 2-2 Year Old rooms. 

Class Size: 16 preschoolers 

Age Range: 6 months - 5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:8 - preschool with group size of 16 
1:6-2 year olds with group size of 12 
1:4 - Toddlers with group size of 8 
1:3 - Infants with group size of 6 
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Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes, for preschool. 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes, in the 2-year-old classrooms. 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: Fees are on a sliding scale based 
on family size and income. Fees are also based on SFSU student 
parents or staff, faculty, community members. 

Additional Fees: No 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Infant/Toddler 
program has a Federal CCAMPIS tuition subsidy based on 
student/parent having a Pell Grant Preschool program has a 
CA CDE contract for income eligible families. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Parent(s) must call Center and 
schedule a tour to get onto the Wait List. Enrollment is done on 
the SFSU Academic calendar - July enrollment for Fall Semester 
and January enrollment for Spring Semester. 

Summer program is open only for children who attend for 
Fall and Spring Semesters. No new children are enrolled for 
summer. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications are 
accepted all year long and SFSU students are given priority 
enrollment status. 
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Teacher Education/Background: Teachers have a B.A. or M.A. 
in ECE and Child Development Permit from CA Commission 
on Teacher Credentialing. Infant/Toddler teachers have 
completed the PITC training. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Public and private 
schools all over the Bay Area. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents for SF Public Schools hold a 
workshop. Additionally, we give parents information about 
who to call in their community to find out procedure for 
registering for Kindergarten. 

Current Parent Review: 

Quotes from parents on the 2009 parent survey: 

"I can't thank you enough for making it possible to complete 
my college education after having my son. 1 always feel secure 
leaving him at the Center with such helpful, caring staff." 

"I love spending time in my child's classroom." 

"As an educator and student/parent, I greatly appreciate the 
time that is given to me as well as my children at our second 
home." 
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BRIGHT HORIZONS 

UNIVERSITY CHILD CARE AT MISSION BAY 

Child Care and Early Education 

1555 Sixth Street 

San Francisco, CA 94158 

(415) 255-7954 email: missionbay@brighthorizons.com 

Year School Established: 2006 
Director: Madonna Stancil 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

At Bright Horizons, our mission is to provide children, families, 
and caregivers with the means to work together and achieve 
their very best. We consider it our privilege to accompany each 
child as he or she discovers the endless possibilities within 
his or her reach. It is a joy to provide children from infancy 
to school age with enriching, encouraging, and stimulating 
environments that help them channel their natural curiosity 
into lifelong discovery. Our program for learning. The World 
at Their Fingertips, empowers children to become confident, 
successful learners and approach school and the challenge of 
academic excellence with the skills and drive to succeed. We 
welcome you and your family and look forward to showing you 
why Bright Horizons is an exciting atmosphere for learning. 

Comprehensive, optimum development of each child: mind. 
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body, social self, and character. 

Preparation for Success in Life 

• Approaching life as an invitation to learn. 

• Becoming a confident and competent lifelong learner. 

• Becoming a confident and competent user of technology. 

• Developing emotional intelligence: personal power and 
social skills. 

Preparation for Academic Excellence 

• Developing the social and cognitive skills necessary for 
school success. 

• Achieving excellence in language and literacy. 

• Developing an engaged, reflective, inquisitive mind and 
appreciation of science . 

• Achieving excellence in logical/mathematical understand- 
ing. 

A Rich and Rewarding Childhood 

• Happy days 

• Wonderful relationships 

• A World of experience 

Total Enrollment: 74 

Number of Classrooms: Varies per center. 

Class Size: Varies per center. 

Age Range: Infant - Preschool 
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Programs: Full Time and Part Time 
Hours of Operation: 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: Per state regulations.. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes 

Lunch: No. Hot lunches are available at an additional cost. 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 

Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 

Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. This center 
offers priority enrollment to UCSF employees. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 
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Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children attend 
both public and private elementary schools including: 

Private: 

Hamlin, Burke, Convent, Stuart Hall, Town School for Boys, 
Cathedral School for Boys, MCDS, FA1S, CAIS, Presidio Hills, 
Live Oak, Synergy, SF Day School, SF Friends School, The San 
Francisco School, Brandeis Hillel Day School, Lycee Francais 
La Perouse, Kittredge, Marin Preparatory School (SF), San 
Francisco Waldorf School, Ring Mountain, Marin Primary, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Star of the Sea, St. Gabriel, St. Brigid, St. 
Monica, St. Gabriel, St. Cecilia, Sts. Peter and Paul. 

Public: 

Sherman, Rooftop, Clarendon, Alvarado, Alice Fong Yu, 
Argonne, Lafayette, Claire Lilienthal, Grattan, Miraloma, West 
Portal, Lakeshore, McKinley, New Traditions, Creative Arts 
Charter School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents are invited to a free evening 
Kindergarten seminar led by Lynn Kanter-Levy. After this initial 
seminar, we meet with parents individually at their child's 
preschool and guide them through this process. All student 
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evaluations are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy before they 
are submitted to the private schools. Student evaluations are 
not required for public schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 


BRIGHT HORIZONS AT 221 MAIN 

221 Main Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

(415) 495-1706 email: 221Main@brighthorizons.com 
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Year School Established: 2005 
Director: Lalaine Monteclaro 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our center offers year round family events, multicultural 
celebrations, special educational performers/entertainment 
and activities, enrichment programs, drop-in care, parent 
seminars, and developmentally appropriate learning environ¬ 
ments. 

Number of Classrooms: Varies per center. 

Class Size and Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Infants: 3 months -1 year 
Ratio: 1:3 

Group Size: max is 21 between 2 classrooms 

Toddlers: 1-2 year 
Ratio: 1:4 

Group Size: max is 20 between 2 classrooms 

Twos: 2-3 year 
Ratio: 1:6 

Group Size: max is 18 

Preschool: 3-4 year 
Ratio: 1:10 

Group Size: max is 20 
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Pre-Kindergarten: 4-5 year 
Ratio: 1:10 

Group Size: max is 20 

Age Range: Infant - Pre-Kindergarten 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes 

Lunch: Hot lunches are available at an additional cost. 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 

Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 
Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. This Center 
provides priority enrollment to Gap Inc. employees. 
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Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children attend 
both public and private elementary schools including: 

Private: 

Hamlin, Burke, Convent, Stuart Hall, Town School for Boys, 
Cathedral School for Boys, MCDS, FAIS, CA1S, Presidio Hills, 
Live Oak, Synergy, SF Day School, SF Friends School, The San 
Francisco School, Brandeis Hillel Day School, Lycee Francais 
La Perouse, Kittredge, Marin Preparatory School (SF), San 
Francisco Waldorf School, Ring Mountain, Marin Primary, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Star of the Sea, St. Gabriel, St. Brigid, St. 
Monica, St. Gabriel, St. Cecilia, Sts. Peter and Paul. 

Public: 

Sherman, Rooftop, Clarendon, Alvarado, Alice Fong Yu, 
Argonne, Lafayette, Claire Lilienthal, Grattan, Miraloma, West 
Portal, Lakeshore, McKinley, New Traditions, Creative Arts 
Charter School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents are invited to a free evening 
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Kindergarten seminar led by Lynn Kanter-Levy. After this initial 
seminar, we meet with parents individually at their child's 
preschool and guide them through this process. All student 
evaluations are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy before they 
are submitted to the private schools. Student evaluations are 
not required for public schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 
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BRIGHT HORIZONS AT LETTERMAN DIGITAL 
ARTS CHILD CARE CENTER 

One Letterman Drive Bldg. B 
San Francisco, CA 94129 
(415)746-5444 fax:(415)746-5432 
email: ldac@brighthorizons.com 

Year School Established: 2005 

Director: Pat Territo 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Letterman Digital Arts Child Care Center opened its 
doors in July 2005. This beautiful state-of-the-art center is 
located in the Presidio in San Francisco. There are 7 seven 
spacious classrooms with a capacity of 112 children between 
the ages of 2 months and 5 years old. An amazing outdoor play 
area, designed by Lawrence Halprin, consists of 4 different 
developmentally appropriate areas. 

Our curriculum, "The World at Their Fingertips" helps children 
learn through participation in projects and activities driven by 
their interests. Our faculty is educated, diverse and dedicated 
to high quality care and early education. 

Enrichment Programs: Music, dance and yoga classes n 
Number of Classrooms: Varies per center. 
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Class Size and Teacher to Child Ratio: 


Bumblebees 

Butterflies 

Penguins 

Age: Infant 

Age: Infant 

Age: Toddler 

Ratio: 1:4 

Ratio: 1:4 

Ratio: 1:4 

Group Size: 10 

Group Size: 10 

Group Size: 12 

Monkeys 

Teddybears 

Sharks 

Age: Toddler 

Age: 2 - 3 

Age: 3-4 

Ratio: 1:4 

Ratio: 1:6 

Ratio: 1:10 

Group Size: 8 

Group Size: 24 

Group Size: 24 


Dolphins 

Age: Pre Kindergarten 
Ratio: 1:10 
Group Size: 24 

Age Range: Infant - Pre-Kindergarten 
Programs: Full Time, Part Time and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 7:00 PM 
Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 
Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
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their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. Annual Activity fee. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 
Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. This center 
offer priority enrollment to LDAC employees. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children attend 
both public and private elementary schools including: 

Private: Hamlin, Burke, Convent, Stuart Hall, Town School for 
Boys, Cathedral School for Boys, MCDS, FA1S, CA1S, Presidio 
Hills, Live Oak, Synergy, SF Day School, SF Friends School, 
The San Francisco School, Brandeis Hillel Day School, Lycee 
Francais La Perouse, Kittredge, Marin Preparatory School (SF), 
San Francisco Waldorf School, Ring Mountain, Marin Primary, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Star of the Sea, St. Gabriel, St. Brigid, St. 
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Monica, St. Gabriel, St. Cecilia, Sts. Peter and Paul. 

Public: Sherman, Rooftop, Clarendon, Alvarado, Alice Fong 
Yu, Argonne, Lafayette, Claire Lilienthal, Grattan, Miraloma, 
West Portal, Lakeshore, McKinley, New Traditions, Creative 
Arts Charter School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents are invited to a free evening 
Kindergarten seminar led by Lynn Kanter-Levy. After this initial 
seminar, we meet with parents individually at their child's 
preschool and guide them through this process. All student 
evaluations are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy before they 
are submitted to the private schools. Student evaluations are 
not required for public schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
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is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 


BRIGHT HORIZONS AT 2ND STREET 

303 - 2nd Street 

San Francisco, CA 94107 

(415) 495-2500 email: 2ndstreet@brighthorizons.com 

Year School Established: 2008 
Director: David Rover 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Welcome to a place of microscopes and mess, kaleidoscopes 
and computers, books and blocks; a warm soft place of beauty 
that has the tone and texture of childhood; a place filled with 
laps, smiles and hugs, and an abundance of good conversation. 
Bright Horizons at 2nd Street is the right place for kids. We 
opened our doors to serve children and families in 2008. In each 
classroom, from Infant to Pre-Kindergarten, our highly skilled 
teachers provide the environment and experiences from which 
children learn and grow. At Bright Horizons Family Solutions, 
we recognize how important new beginnings are in each child's 
development and to each family. Our mission is to provide a 
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caring and nurturing environment where your child can learn 
and develop. We offer full-time, part-time and dedicated back¬ 
up child care. We are located on 2nd Street between Folsom 
and Harrison. 

Enrichment Programs 

Music and Movement with Renee is a program that is offered 
twice a month to all children. The music program is designed 
to enhance creativity, promote self-esteem, and aid in proper 
physical and emotional development in young children. 

Total Enrollment: 116 


Number of Classrooms: Varies per center. 


Class Size and Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Angel Island Treasure Island 

6 weeks - 18 months 1-2 years 
Ratio: 1:4 Ratio: 1:4 

Group Size: 8 Group Size: 8 


San Francisco Zoo 
2-3 years 
Ratio: 1:7 
Group Size: 14 


Lombard Street 
2-3 years 
Ratio: 1:7 
Group Size: 14 
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Cable Car 
3-4 years 
Ratio: 1:12 


Fisherman's Wharf 
4-5 years 
Ratio: 1:12 
Group Size: 24 


Group Size: 24 


Dedicated Back-Up Classrooms - Contact center for details. 

Age Range: Infant - Pre-Kindergarten 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 

Additional fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 

Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 


Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. 
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Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children attend 
both public and private elementary schools including: 

Private: Hamlin, Burke, Convent, Stuart Hall, Town School for 
Boys, Cathedral School for Boys, MCDS, FAIS, CAIS, Presidio 
Hills, Live Oak, Synergy, SF Day School, SF Friends School, 
The San Francisco School, Brandeis Hillel Day School, Lycee 
Francais La Perouse, Kittredge, Marin Preparatory School (SF), 
San Francisco Waldorf School, Ring Mountain, Marin Primary, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Star of the Sea, St. Gabriel, St. Brigid, St. 
Monica, St. Gabriel, St. Cecilia, Sts. Peter and Paul. 

Public: Sherman, Rooftop, Clarendon, Alvarado, Alice Fong 
Yu, Argonne, Lafayette, Claire Lilienthal, Grattan, Miraloma, 
West Portal, Lakeshore, McKinley, New Traditions, Creative 
Arts Charter School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents are invited to a free evening 
Kindergarten seminar led by Lynn Kanter-Levy. After this initial 
seminar, we meet with parents individually at their child's 
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preschool and guide them through this process. All student 
evaluations are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy before they 
are submitted to the private schools. Student evaluations are 
not required for public schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School /Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 


C5 CHILDREN'S SCHOOL 

455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite. 2400 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 703-1277 fax: (415) 703-1282 
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email: office@c5children.org 
http:// www.c5children.org 

Year School Established: 1985 

Director: Beverly Melugin 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

C5 Children's School is influenced by leading educators and 
programs from around the world and particularly inspired by 
the renowned preprimary schools in Reggio Emilia, Italy. We 
provide comprehensive learning and development tailored to 
each individual child and learning group in a gentle, caring, 
creative climate; with highly skilled staff facilitating a project- 
based, emergent curriculum stemming from children's interests 
and fascinations. We have low ratios and team teaching where 
children learn pro-social behavior, effective group processes and 
skills, self-confidence, high self-esteem, exceptional creativity, 
and resourcefulness, and powerful life-long learning skills 
and attitudes; including a comprehensive pre-kindergarten 
program. We have a rich array of media, toys, tools, and 
equipment for exploring and expressing in many materials and 
processes that we call the "100 Languages of children;" a very 
involved parent community; a comprehensive music program, 
including Music Together; a dance program; Summer Book 
& Box; Winter Cultural Highlights; Artists in Residence; film 
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and photography; cooking; live animals; gardening; and, a full 
afternoon program. We are a core member of the California 
Innovative Teacher Project, often present our program to 
colleges and universities, and host conferences and tours of our 
facilities for individuals and groups from the U.S. and abroad. 
We have an Infant-Toddler Center and a Preschool Center. 

Total Enrollment: 108 

Number of Classrooms: 8 

Class Size: Varies with age 

Age Range: 2 months — 6 years old 

Programs: Full Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: I-T Center 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM; P-S Center 
8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:3 - Infants 
1:4 — Toddlers 
1:7 - Preschool 
1:8- Pre-Kindergarten 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
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Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

New SFPUC Center: 

6 weeks old - 1.9 years old is $1,907/month 
2 years old - 6 years old is $2,100/month 

Preschool Center: 

1.5 years old - 5.9 years old is $1,800/month 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, by application; 
we have a few scholarships 

Admission Process/Timeline: Open enrollment as openings 
occur 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? As far as possible. 
We have a waiting list; although recent applicants have been 
enrolled often. 

Teacher Education/Background: Most have Bachelors or 
Masters Degrees 

Average Teacher Tenure: 4.5 years for 33 staff members 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: One half public 
schools and one half private 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Provide guidance from staff and alumni 


122 


Preschools by the Bay 


parents. 


CALVARY NURSERY SCHOOL 

2515 Fillmore Street 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

(415) 346-4715 email: Calvarysf@att.net 

Year School Established: 1955 

Director: Deborah Anaya 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Calvary Nursery School is a half-day preschool program 
that emphasizes a developmentally appropriate program for 
children ages 3-5 years. The curriculum is play-based and 
project-focused with an emphasis on art, music and play. The 
children are taught through hands-on and purposeful play 
experiences. Developing meaningful relationships through 
social skill building and respect for all of God's creations is 
also an important aspect of our program. 

Total Enrollment: 70 

Number of Classrooms: 6 

Class Size: 10 - 12 


Age Range: 3-6 year olds 
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Programs: Part Time and Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: Nursery School - 8:45 - 11:45 AM and 
Pre-K - 8:30 AM -1:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:10 for nursery school, 1:9 for pre-k. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Nursery School - $6,850.00/ year 
Pre-Kindergarten - $9,900.00/ year 

Additional Fees: Lunch Bunch After-school program available 
two days a week from 11:45 - 2:45. Tuition for this program is 
charged by session and amounts to $25.00 a day. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Full and partial 
financial aid is available for qualified families. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Applications are accepted once 
a child is born. An application must be filed by December 1 of 
the year before a child is eligible. All children must be three 
by August 31 of the year they are enrolled. Parents who have 
applications on file are invited to attend a tour in January of 
the year their child is eligible. Admission decisions are mailed 
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by March 31. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications are 
accepted once a child is born. They must be submitted by 
December 1 of the year before a child is eligible to be considered 
part of the admission process. Date of application has little to 
do with the admission of a child. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA or MA in early childhood 
development. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children who 
graduate from Calvary attend various independent schools, 
parochial schools and some public elementary schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Kindergarten Information meetings 
are conducted by the director in May and September for the 
upcoming admission season. Individual parent conferences 
are scheduled to discuss the kindergarten process. The director 
works closely with each family and also with all the admission 
directors of the elementary schools. Director plays a strong 
role in advocating for the child and the family to find a school 
that is a good fit. 
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES CYO 

TREASURE ISLAND CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

CENTER 

850 Avenue D, Building 502 

San Francisco, CA 94130 

(415) 834-0614 x9 fax: (415) 834-0612 

email: Ticdc@cccyo.org 

www.cccyo.org 

Year School Established: 2010 

Director: Nella Goncalves 

School Philosophy and Curriculum: 

At Treasure Island CDC, we offer a well-rounded, enjoyable 
experience that includes child's choice, indoor/outdoor 
learning centers, teacher-led activities focused on visual arts, 
natural sciences, movement, music, language and literacy, 
diversity and conflict resolution. We also present monthly 
parent education workshops, early intervention and mental 
health consultation, family referral and follow-up. A schedule 
of activities is posted in each classroom. 

Total Enrollment: 39 

Number of Classrooms: 3 with plans to open classroom in 
September 2010. 
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Class Size: Depends on class 

Age Range of Children: 3 months to 5 years 

Programs: Full Time 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Infant room -1:3 
Toddler room -1:4 
Preschool room -1:8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Infant Program - $1450 per month 
Toddler Program - $1200 per month 
Preschool Program - $1100 per month 

Additional Fees: $1 per minute late fee when parent is late in 
picking up child. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 
Admission Process/Timeline: 15 to 30 days 
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Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? As soon as possible 

Teacher Education/Background: 12 ECE units 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Varies due to 
location on Treasure Island 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Preschool teacher meets with parents to 
help navigate process of enrollment and identify schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

The teachers and staff are always positive and looking for ways 
to continually improve and educate the children. Staff is always 
ready to help with my questions and concerns. 1 want to thank 
everyone again at Treasure Island Child Development Center 
for the memories you contributed to the care and education of 
my child. 


CHERYL ANDERSEN SORENSEN CHILD CARE 
CENTER, THE 

4150 Clement Street Bldg. 45 
San Francisco, CA 94121 
(415)751-8511 fax:(415)751-8510 
email: kate@casccsf.org 
www.casccsf.org 
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Year School Established: 1991 
Director: Kate Bria 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We believe that children learn through play. This is the 
philosophy that guides learning in our preschool and toddler 
program. We use this concept as the foundation for our 
program. We incorporate curriculum that also supports the 
belief that children learn through play. We incorporate activities 
that promote learning through social, cognitive, physical, and 
self-help skills as well as developing early literacy and critical 
thinking. We have an art and music specialist that comes 
weekly. In our infant program we believe that respectful and 
nurturing care for each child is important. 

Total Enrollment: 50 children maximum 

Number of Classrooms: 3 classrooms 

Class Size: Three classrooms 

Age Range: 

Infant Program: 3 months - 18 months 
Toddler Program: 18 months - 2 years 6 months 
Preschool Program: 2 years 6 months - 5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 
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Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: Infants is 1:3, Toddlers is 1:6, Preschool 
is 1:8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We do have access to services for 
early intervention. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
through email, newsletters, daily conversations. The youngest 
children have a daily sheet that is given to parents 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Infant program: $1675.00 

Toddler program: $1550.00 

Preschool Program: $1390.00 

Preschool for All (4 years old living in SF): $1060.00 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We enroll children 
referred by Children's Council of SF. We offer a discount for 
children that are part of Preschool for All. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We offer tours for parents and 
children. Parents fill out an application if they are interested 
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in enrollment. Enrollment in the infant room can be up to a 
year wait. Enrollment in the toddler can be up to a year wait. 
Enrollment in the preschool is several months wait. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Parents need to 
apply for enrollment in the infant room when they know they 
are pregnant; for the toddler room enrollment six months in 
advance; and for the preschool enrollment several months in 
advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: All teachers have at least 
12 early childhood units. Several teachers have a bachelor's 
degree and two teachers have a master's degree in Early 
Childhood Education. 

Environmental Awareness: We recycle. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 3 years and more 

Staff Select: Teachers are selected based on their education 
and are invited to spend time working in a classroom. Other 
teachers in the program also interview candidates. 

Professional Development for Staff: We encourage teachers 
to take early childhood classes that we reimburse. We take 
professional development classes through the San Francisco 
First Five Preschool for All program that we participate in. 
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Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Public Schools: Lafayette, West Portal, George Peabody, 
Argonne, Sunnyside 

Private Schools: Saint Monica, Town School, Kathrine Del Mar 
Burke, Saint Thomas 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: For families that want to apply to public 
school we provide an information night with an organization 
called Parents for Public Schools. 

Sun Safety Approach: We ask parents to put sunscreen on 
their child before they come to school and we have sunscreen 
to put on children if needed. We also have a shaded area. 

Type of Fundraising: We sometimes host an auction and we 
ask parents for donations for specific items needed. 

Current Parent Review: 

The Cheryl Andersen Sorensen Child Care Center is a warm, 
nurturing place for children. The children are happy to be 
there. The teachers are committed to giving the children a place 
where they can play, explore independently, and have a voice 
in the decisions about the program. The teachers are kind and 
respectful of all the children that attend the school and work 
with the parents to create an atmosphere of trust for all 
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CHILDREN'S DAY SCHOOL 

333 Dolores Street 

San Francisco, CA 94110 

(415) 861-5432 fax: (415) 861-5419 

email: aimeeg@cds-sf.org (Aimee Giles, Admission Director) 
www.cds-sf.org 

Year School Established: 1983 

Director: Molly Huffman 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our educational program encourages curiosity, exploration, 
cooperation, risk-taking and a love of learning. It is integrated 
across academic disciplines and incorporates a project-based 
approach in which our students develop academic skills 
through inquiry and collaboration. Each day, teams of gifted 
teachers guide our children to find the fun in every new task 
and to excel academically as they take increasing responsibility 
for their education and future. Our students develop a sense of 
caring for self, for others, for the community and for the world 
as they become creative thinkers, skilled mathematicians, 
accomplished artists, strong writers and rigorous researchers. 
They graduate confident in their strengths, unafraid to struggle 
and prepared for the challenges and opportunities that await 
them. 
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Total Enrollment: 72 in preschool, 325 school wide 

Number of Classrooms: 3 preschool classrooms, 17 classrooms 
total 

Class Size: In preschool: 24 in each of 3 classrooms; K-8: 22 per 
section 

Age Range: In preschool: ages 3-5 and K-8: ages 5-13 

Programs: Full Time, School Year Calendar, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 

Preschool: 8:30 AM - 2:15 PM 
Before-school care: 7:30 AM - 8:30 PM 
After-school care: 2:15 PM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 school-wide 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: We offer sliding scale tuition; 
tuition ranges from $2,425 to $24,250, dependent on each 
family's financial situation. 

Additional Fees: Tuition is all inclusive. Our extended day 
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program and enrichment classes cost extra (see our website for 
pricing). 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: At Children's Day 
School, we are committed to making our school accessible 
and affordable. We devote 22% of our operating budget to our 
sliding scale tuition-an unprecedented commitment among 
San Francisco independent elementary schools; for the 2010-11 
school year, 39% of our enrolled students will be paying sliding 
scale tuition. Our sliding scale tuition is strictly need-based and 
recognizes that each family's financial situation is unique. We 
encourage all families who have concerns about their ability to 
pay full tuition to apply for our sliding scale tuition. 

Admission Process/Timeline: In the fall (October-December) 
of the year prior to the desired year of entry, parents/guardians 
visit the school, either by taking a tour or attending an Open 
House. Applications for preschool generally are due mid- 
December (call or check our website for exact date). A complete 
application consists of the application, a parent/guardian 
statement, a $75 application fee, a family photo and a teacher 
recommendation. Prospective preschoolers and their parents/ 
guardians visit one of our preschool classrooms on a Saturday 
in January for 45 minutes; a separate parent interview is not 
required. Decision letters are mailed early-March (call or check 
our website for exact date). 
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Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? One year before 
desired year of entry. 

Teacher Education/Background: All preschool head teachers 
have at least their B.A. and have been with the school for 10 
years or more. All preschool teachers have all required ECE 
credits. 

Average Teacher Tenure: In preschool, ranges from 1-20 years, 
average is 9 years; all preschool head teachers have been at the 
school 10 years or more. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our preschoolers 
continue on in our program and attend the Children's Day 
School elementary and middle school. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: The vast majority of our preschoolers 
continue on in our program. For those who do not, our 
preschool teachers support them in whatever ways requested, 
including writing teacher evaluations/recommendations, if 
needed. 

Current Parent Review: 

"Since my son has been at CDS, he's blossomed into a 
compassionate, inquisitive boy who loves going to school every 
day. The teachers treat the children with kindness and respect. 
We're thrilled with the attention they place on developing 
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social/emotional skills and fostering intellectual curiosity 
through projects and field trips. The school's resources, such as 
the huge play yard, separate physical education, art, music and 
environmental education teachers, and after-school enrichment 
classes, are outstanding. It's a diverse community full of nice, 
down-to-earth people, and the social events and Friday coffees 
also make it easy to get to know other families." 


CHINESE AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL (CAIS) 

42/ 52 Waller Street (Pre-K Campus) 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 655-9362 fax: (415) 655-9506 

150 Oak Street (K-8th Campus) 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 865-6000 fax: (415) 865-6087 

Admissions: (415) 865-6064 
email: admission@cais.org 
www.cais.org 

Year School Established: 1982 
Director: 

Head of School: Jeff Bissell 
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Pre-K Director: Jan Lawrence 
Admission Director: Linda Vann-Adibe 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

CAIS is a dual language Chinese English Immersion program 
from Pre-K through 8th grade. Our students spend half of the 
day in an English classroom and the other half of the day in 
a Chinese classroom with native speakers. The Pre-K campus 
for 3 and 4 year olds is about 10 minutes away from our main 
campus which houses K-8th grade and is a separate facility. 
Pre-K has a Montessori based philosophy and materials. The 
classes are mixed age. Promotion to K is automatic as a 4 year 
old. Entry levels are both as a 3 year old and 4 year old, as 
well as for Kindergarten as a 5 year old. Each class from Pre- 
K through 5th grade has 2 teachers. Pre-k also has a school 
counselor and learning specialist at its disposal. Our Mission 
is: Embrace Chinese; become your best self; create your place 
in the world. 

No prior knowledge of Chinese is necessary and parent 
involvement is a large part of our school. Parent education 
especially at the Pre-K level is also a big feature of the 
program. 

Total Enrollment: For 2012-2013 school year; total enrollment 
(Pre-K - 8th) is 500 and Prek only is 72. 

Number of Classrooms: Pre-K has 4 classrooms. 
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Class Size: 4 classrooms, each with 18 students 

Age Range: 3-5 years old. 3 years old by September 1. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, and Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:9 in Pre-K 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No, but the expectation is 
that the children would be using pull-ups. We use the term 
toilet learning. 

Is Potty Training Provided? No, but parent education on toilet 
learning is provided. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We assess when necessary, 
together with outside specialists, the need to have early 
intervention. We are able to offer some support services within 
the school depending on the need and also to provide referrals 
as needed. 

Communication between School & Parents: In a variety of 
ways including through email, a school wide parent portal. 
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electronic newsletters, face-to-face meetings, parent education 
events, and an e-portfolio. 

Tuition for September 2012: $22,560 per year 

Additional Fees: Extended day until 6 PM is available for an 
additional monthly fee of $275. In addition, we offer a wide 
range of enrichment classes. These include Hula dancing. 
Ceramics, Lego engineering, Pre-K beading, Pre-K recycled 
crafts. Cooking for kids (in Chinese), and Chinese Music and 
Games. 

Average Yearly Increase: 2-3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Tuition assistance 
is available in all grades from Pre-K to 8th grade. Each year 
we set aside an amount equal to 15% of tuition revenue for 
tuition assistance/ financial aid. For 2011-2012 school year, 25% 
of the student body received tuition assistance. Awards ranged 
from $1,000-$18,000 per student and the average grant was 
$9,725 per student. Awards are for one year and continuation 
is dependent upon demonstrated future financial need. 

Admission Process/Timeline: October through March 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? One year in advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA or above and they all 
meet ECE requirements 
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Environmental Awareness: Recycling and composting, elec¬ 
tronic communication and on-line admission and enrollment. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 9 years school wide. 

Staff Select: Through interview 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, at least twice a year. 

Type of Fundraising: We have an Annual Fund drive in the 
Fall and a major fund-raising Gala in the spring. 

Current Parent Review: 

'The unique strengths of CAIS are a rare find indeed and have 
been a perfect fit for our son in his first year. We are also greatly 
enjoying the warmth of a tightly knit and diverse parent 
community and encouraged by the administration's active 
effort to further strengthen the school." 


COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL, THE 
GRACE CATHEDRAL 

1100 California Street 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
(415) 749-6383 fax: (415) 749-6394 
email: preschool@gracecathedral.org 
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www.gracecathedral.org/community/education/preschool/ 

Year School Established: 2008 
Director: Andrea Robb 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Philosophy Statement 

The Community Preschool's belief is that a positive early 
childhood education plays a strong influence on a child's overall 
growth and development. We believe a child's experience with 
early learning is at the core of building a positive self-image, 
and enthusiasm for school success. Through cooperative team 
efforts of parents and teachers, this early education center 
operates on a team philosophy to enhance the potential of 
each child. This learning environment is a developmentally 
appropriate program of teacher and child guided activities 
that prepare one not only for Kindergarten success, but for the 
journey of life itself. 

The Curriculum 

We are a play-based preschool, and believe since children 
learn through play, we plan our time, classroom, and outside 
time to encourage this activity. Through play, children re-enact 
experiences, try out different roles, express ideas, process 
information, widen their world view and relate to each other. 
Children learn by doing, so we provide first-hand experience as 
a basis for expanding knowledge about our physical world. 
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At the Community Preschool, we implement developmental 
curriculum based on age-appropriate activities, which enable 
each child to learn according to their level of readiness. 
Concepts are adapted to age-appropriate levels to increase 
understanding for the child. Learning occurs through discovery 
and activities, which challenge the children physically, 
cognitively, emotionally, and socially. The classroom is set up 
with Interest Areas, which promote the development of specific 
skills. The Interest Areas include: Art, Dramatic Play, Literacy, 
Science/Discovery, Sensory, Fine Motor, Music/Movement, 
and the Building/Block Center. 

Total Enrollment: 21 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 21 

Age Range: Children range in age from 3-5 years old. They 
must be 3 years old by September 1 of their academic year. 
On occasion we may enroll a child mid-year upon their third 
birthday, if space becomes available. We enroll a balance of 
ages and all children are co-mingled in the same classroom. 

Programs: Full Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM (with extended day 
optional) 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: $16,950 or $1,695 in 10 installments. 
We are a Preschool For All Site, which rewards four- year-olds 
(who are SF residents) with a 35% tuition discount. 

Additional Fees: $50 application fee 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: The Community 
Preschool, Grace Cathedral seeks to enroll children who will 
benefit from its purposes and programs. As stated in the 
preschool's mission, the program seeks to develop a diversity 
of population by enrolling families from varied socio-economic 
backgrounds, ethnicities, religious traditions, and cultures 
represented in the city of San Francisco. In order to accomplish 
that goal, the preschool will enroll one-third full fee paying, 
one-third partial fee paying, and one-third full scholarship 
families. Full scholarships will be granted to the neighboring 
Tenderloin community for children who would be unable to 
attend preschool without full tuition help. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Admission tours are given from 
October through January on Wednesdays from 10:00 -11:00 AM. 
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Tours are given by advance reservation only; limited spots are 
available and are scheduled on a first come - first served basis. 
Please call the preschool after September 1st to schedule a tour. 
Children must be at a minimum age of 2.0 (by September 1 of 
the tour season) for families to schedule a tour. 

Application: Families will be given an application during 
the tour. When submitting the application, we require a non- 
refundable $50 fee. Applications are not ranked in the order in 
which they are received. Applications are due on February 1st, 
children and families come in for a play date in mid-February, 
and our admission decision letters are sent in early March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? The Community 
Preschool does not maintain a waiting list. Please contact the 
program during the fall of the year prior to when your child 
would be eligible to start preschool (i.e., if your child is age 
eligible to enter our preschool in September 2011, call the 
preschool to schedule a tour in September 2010). 

Teacher Education/Background: Child Development Back¬ 
grounds 

Average Teacher Tenure: New program 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Various SFUSD 
sites. Cathedral School for Boys, Notre Dame des Victoires, 
Stuart Hall, Hamlin, Children's Day School, Montessori 
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Children's House, St. Vincent de Paul, and other various 
independent schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parent Workshops, completion of surveys, 
help selecting a school, and completion of applications. 

Current Parent Review: 

Parent #1 

The Community Preschool intelligently and lovingly works 
with each child and their development. [They offer] varied 
activities that challenge and interest children throughout the 
day. The teachers are skilled, present, nurturing and energetic. 
We feel at home here. 

Parent #2 

Strengths: Staff (energetic, creative, amicable, low ratio, 
strong connections to all kids, excellent/consistent conflict 
resolution); Children (diverse group, well behaved, play 
well together, happy to be there); Environment (clean, lots of 
light, thoughtful activities, access to Huntington Park); Lunch 
(healthy and completely organic) 

Parent #3 

Good location and overall program, engaged and excellent 
teachers. The parents are involved and many children and 
parents do activities together outside of the school. 


Parent #4 
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[The staff] seems to be very unified in how to structure the 
preschool program. It is very beneficial for the children who 
feel they are respected and valued. Further, I admire the 
teachers and as a parent I adapt to the way it is done. 

Parent #5 

We believe the teaching staff is the essence of the program. 
They are all committed and genuinely loving teachers who 
provide the children with a confident and skilled classroom 
setting. The diversity aspect, and whole-child approach to the 
developmental curriculum is key. 


CORNERSTONE ACADEMY 

Silver Campus (preschool to grade 4) 

801 Silver Avenue (Portola Neighborhood) 
San Francisco, CA 94134 
(415) 587-7256 fax:(415)337-1846 
email: 801silver@cornerstone-academy.net 

Lawton Campus (preschool to kindergarten) 
1925 Lawton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415) 665-9747 

www.cornerstone-academy.net 


Year School Established: 1975 
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Director: Mrs. Mamie Fong 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Cornerstone Academy is a Preschool through 12th grade 
independent Christian private school in San Francisco. The 
preschool provides a 2-year bilingual program starting as 
early as 3 years old (if the child is born before December 1st). 
Half the day is in Cantonese and the other half in English. The 
curriculum is academic in nature, laying down foundations 
for reading, math, and social skills, but is excellently balanced 
with other subject areas such as art, music, and play. Christian 
principles based on the Bible are woven throughout the day to 
build integrity and character. The tuition covers care from 7:00 
AM to 6:00 PM year round (except for holidays and 1 week in 
August) and meals for the day (breakfast, lunch, and snack). 
The caring faculty are all qualified and all of them have the 
required number of ECE units from an accredited institution. 

Total Enrollment: 250 out of 1100 

Number of Classrooms: 12 

Class Size: 24 

Age Range: 3-4 years old for junior preschool and 4-5 years old 
for senior preschool 


Programs: Full Time and Year Round 
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Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:12 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: Full installment: $10,350 

Additional Fees: Uniforms (pinafores) are mandatory and 
can be purchased at Dennis Uniform or at the Front Office. 
Other fees vary for extra items like videos of performances or 
yearbooks. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: See website: www.cornerstone- 
academy.net 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? At least one year in 
advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: All ECE units completed. 
Average Teacher Tenure: 7+ years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Most children 
stay at our kindergarten, if they are seeking private school 



Preschools SF 


149 


education. If not, most transfer to a local public school. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Very minimal. 


COW HOLLOW SCHOOL 

65 Funston Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
(415)921-2328 fax: 415)921-4015 
email: admissons@cowhollowschool.org 
www.cowhollowschool .org 

Year School Established: 2000 

Director: Darcy Campbell 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We hold an image of the child as one who experiences the world, 
a child who is part of the world from birth, who is dynamic and 
curious—a child who approaches the world with a competent 
set of learning strategies, styles and abilities. Within the 
context of meaningful experiences and reciprocal relationships 
among teachers, parents, and children, it is our goal to inspire 
dispositions for life long learning. Through exploration, 
play and project work children learn to hypothesize, predict, 
problem solve, negotiate and co-create theories within the low 
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teacher/ child ratio classrooms and alongside participating 
parents. Reflected in our practices as teachers, director, 
and advocates for children, families and community is an 
investment and commitment to diverse learning populations, 
community building and learner empowerment. 

Our theoretical framework is deeply rooted in social 
constructivism and we are inspired by the works of Dewey, 
Vygotsky, Bandura and the schools of Reggio Emilia Italy. 

Our Guiding Principles: 

Within the rich inquiry and play-based curriculum at CHS, the 
following principles guide as well as define our approach to 
learning and teaching: 

- Every child is capable and competent. 

- Children learn through play, investigation, inquiry and 
exploration. 

- Children and adults learn and play in reciprocal relationships 
with peers, family members, and teachers. 

- Adults recognize the many ways in which children approach 
learning and relationships, express themselves, and represent 
what they are coming to know. 

- Process is valued, acknowledged, supported, nurtured and 
studied. 

- Documentation of learning processes acts as memory, 
assessment, and advocacy. 

- The indoor and outdoor environments, and natural spaces. 
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transform, inform, and provoke thinking and learning. 

Total Enrollment: 60 

Number of Classrooms: 4 classrooms, 7 classes, 4 shared 
spaces 

Class Size: 9-16 
Age Range: 

2- year-old classes (age 2 by September 1) 

T/TH mornings 8:40 AM - 11:40 AM, 9 children 
MWF mornings 8:40 AM - 11:45 AM, 10 children 

3- year-old classes (age 3 by September 1) 

M/T/TH/F mornings 8:50 AM - 11:50 AM (2 classes, 16 
children and 12 children) 

4/5-year old classes (age 4 by September 1) 

M-F mornings 8:50 AM - 11:50 AM, 16 children 

M-F afternoons 12:55 - 3:55 PM (2 classes, 14 children each) 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

2's classes 1:3 
3's classes 1:4 
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4/5's classes: 1:6-8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Learning support is provided. 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Two/three's 2-day/week: $4452 
Two/three's 3-day/ week: $6784 
Three/four's 4-day/ week: $7900 
Four/five's 5-day/week: $9885 

Additional Fees: $20 a day additional for Lunch Bunch Option 
12-1 PM 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Cow Hollow 
School offers tuition assistance, based on need and availability 
of funds, to families who qualify. This program supports 
the school's commitment to excellence and socioeconomic 
diversity in the student body It is our hope that families will 
apply to Cow Hollow School regardless of their financial 
circumstances. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Cow Hollow School strives to 
create a rich, vibrant community in our small school in the 
Presidio. 
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For admissions, we consider: 

- Gender and diversity balance of the class. 

- Child's age and current developmental range of the class 

- Siblings of current families, who are given preference (but 
we cannot guarantee their acceptance) 

- Date of application/fee (applications are organized in order 
of fee postmark date and are categorized into the appropriate 
class) 

- Completion of learning tour 

Cow Hollow School admits students of any race, color, 
religion, disability, and national or ethnic origin, and accords 
to them all of the privileges, programs, and activities made 
available at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, religion, disability, national or ethnic origin, or 
sexual orientation in administration or its educational policies, 
admission policies, financial aid and other school-administered 
programs. 

Families may apply on line at any time during the year. 
Acceptance letters are sent in March for the coming Fall. If your 
child does not receive an admission letter the year that you 
have requested, he/she will remain in the wait pool, moving 
to next class level, unless you specify that you want your child 
removed from the pool or we are unable to get in touch with 
you for confirmation (note that you do NOT need to submit 
another application for that child). You should hear from us 
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around April regarding your interest in remaining in the wait 
pool. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Families may apply 
as soon as their child is born. 

Teacher Education/Background: Teachers must have a BA in 
education or child development and a minimum of 2 years 
teaching experience. 5 out of our 8 teachers have graduate 
degrees in education; one other is currently doing graduate 
work. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 4+ years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Both public and 
independent in the Bay Area 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: CHS Kindergarten Support Strategies 
Available to families. 

Kindergarten Information Night#l: In late May/early June, 
prior to entering the pre-K class, we offer an enrichment night to 
review the timeline for private and public school applications, 
nuts and bolts of applying, myths about the process, school 
cut-off dates, scheduling tours, and what I as a Director do and 
cannot do for you. 

Kindergarten Information Night #2: In late September of 
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your pre-K year, the school hosts another information night 
to review where you should be in the process, comments from 
parents who have gone through the process before, how to 
support/navigate the process with your child, list of parents 
to call who have gone through process, and field any questions 
that you have. 

Individual family meetings with CHS Director: Held between 
late September and end of November to discuss your initial 
family thoughts and plans for the application process. 

Fall Check-In Conference: An authentic assessment meeting 
with your classroom teacher to discuss your child as a learner 
at school. 

•Spring Parent/Teacher Conference: A progress/process 
based authentic assessment meeting with your classroom 
teacher to discuss your child as a learner at school. The 
kindergarten application process is complete by this time, 
but this information will give you a picture your child's 
projected growth for their Kindergarten year and celebrate 
their last year with us. 

• Teachers Available: All year for questions via e-mail or 
meetings about your child's progress, learning strategies, 
and interests all year. Information can be used to inform your 
application decision-making process and your narratives on 
school applications. 
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• CHS Director Available: All year for meetings, phone calls 
and e-mail regarding your thoughts about schools after 
and before visiting, your child's learning strategies and 
approaches, etc. The majority of Big Garden and Bay Families 
make contact with CHS Director a minimum of 3 times and a 
maximum of 20+ (this year). How often and how you arrange 
to speak with me is up to each family. 

• Kindergarten Evaluation Forms From CHS Teachers 
to Independent Schools: Submitted to the individual 
independent schools mid-November to January. It is our 
goal to reveal to the elementary schools your child's unique 
competencies, learning, play and relationship building 
strategies. The CHS director reviews every evaluation and 
may make additional comments and edits to reveal your 
child's learning competencies. 

• Invitations to Admission Directors to Tour CHS: CHS 
invites and encourages independent school Directors and 
Admissions Officers to visit CHS to see the children at 
school. Usually happens mid-November until the process is 
complete. 

• CHS Director Check-Ins with Independent School Admission 
Directors: I check in regularly, sometimes once a week, to 
offer any other information about your child that might help 
to reveal his/her competencies and understand your family 
and check on the process from mid-November to when 
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acceptances are given mid-March. 

• Independent Schools Admission Directors and Head of 
School Luncheon and Learning Tour: Every other year in 
the spring, we host a tour at CHS to review pedagogy, 'K 
readiness/ evidence of projects work and ties to authentic and 
meaningful approaches to developing life long dispositions 
for learning. 

• CHS Director Attends Director's Meetings and Tours at 
Independents Schools: Every spring to give visibility to 
CHS, to engage in dialogue with educators and to stay up to 
date on schools. I tour the schools. 

• CHS Director Attends Bay Area Administrators Association 
Meeting: organized by independent school admissions 
directors yearly to collaborate with preschool directors on the 
K process, get feedback, and review policy and procedure. 

Current Parent Review: 

"Cow Hollow School is a magical place! I always knew in 
coming here that I would reflect upon children, childhood, 
and how my own child might learn, but I was pleasantly 
surprised by how much I was pushed to reflect upon my own 
parenting. I have come to see learning, parenting, and teaching 
in a new light. I feel connected to my child's learning and 
relationships" 
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CRAYON BOX PRESCHOOL, THE 

65 Ocean Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94112 

(415) 334-9008 fax: (415) 334-9008 

email: director@thecrayonboxpreschoo.com 

www.thecrayonboxpreschool.com 

Year School Established: 2003 

Director: Adriana Razo 

School Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Crayon Box Preschool offers a rich and nurturing hands- 
on Spanish language immersion program for children two to 
five years of age. The educational philosophy of the Crayon 
Box pivots on the widely held belief that young children learn 
best through interaction with interesting materials, with loving 
adults, and in small peer groups. We believe that education 
starts with encouraging a child's curiosity and bolstering his 
or her sense of wonder. We are committed to the position that 
strengthening a child's self-esteem through the cultivation 
of skills, interests and positive peer relations is the best road 
to a lifelong exposure to learning in a group setting. Along 
these lines, we have carefully planned a warm and nurturing 
art-based and play-centered environment that encourages 
creativity, exploration, social growth, intellectual risk-taking, 
problem solving and collaborative learning. Our mission is to 
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provide an art and play-based Spanish immersion program 
that values each child's unique creativity. 

Total Enrollment: 70 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: 16 - 24 

Age Range: 2 to 5 years of age. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 in the 2 year olds classroom and 1:8 
in the 3-5 year olds classroom. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Two-year-olds - $280/ week 
3-5 year olds - $260/ week 

Additional Fees: None. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We are an 

authorized provider with Children's Council of San Francisco's 


160 


Preschools by the Bay 


Family Services Department who provides tuition assistance 
to eligible low-income families. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tours are scheduled in January 
and conducted during February and March of the same year as 
desired fall enrollment. Applications for enrollment are given 
at the time of the tour. Enrollment is on a first come, first served 
basis upon receipt of the completed application, registration 
fee, and tuition deposit. Applicants are notified within one 
week of enrollment status. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? A tour should be 
scheduled the January of the same year of desired enrollment. 
Tours will not be scheduled for children not yet two years old 
by October of the same year. 

Teacher Education/Background: Teacher Permit Qualified 
Average Teacher Tenure: 3 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: SFUSD Elementary 
Schools: Alvarado, Fairmount, Monroe, Flynn, and Buena 
Vista. Private Schools: St. Cecila's, St. Finn-Barr, St. Brendan, 
Mission Dolores, and the San Francisco School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Our Parent's Association provides a panel 
of alumni parents to speak of their experience and provide tips 
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for applying to both private and public schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

The Crayon Box Preschool has been a fantastic learning place 
and first school experience for my daughter. Coming from a 
non-Spanish speaking home, she learned songs in Spanish 
within the first few months and has continued to increase her 
Spanish vocabulary and language skills. I love the emphasis 
on art and play, knowing my child is allowed to move freely 
through the classroom and learn through creating unique 
works of art. 


EUREKA LEARNING CENTER 

464 Diamond Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 648-0380 

Year School Established: 1983 
Director: Leslie Banta 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Eureka Learning Center is a play based, developmentally- 
appropriate program that allows children to develop in 
individual ways. Emphasis is placed on social and emotional 
development and opportunities to explore areas of interest 
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with the intention of strengthening cognitive skills. The day 
is free flowing with routines to provide appropriate structure. 
Children are encouraged to learn about themselves through 
the development of decision-making skills, problem-solving 
opportunities, and by being part of a group. Teachers function 
as facilitators providing guidance and support. The program 
strives to work with the whole family by providing parent 
services and support. 

Total Enrollment: 31 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: 15 

Age Range: 2.9 - 6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and School Year Calendar 
Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Preschool class - 3:15, Transitional Kindergarten - 2:16 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 


Tuition for September 2012: 
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Annual Tuition 

Preschool - $9075.00 FT and $8195.00 PT 
Transitional Kindergarten - $9350.00 

Additional Fees: Supply & Insurance Fees - $460.00/ year 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Not a formal one. 
We will consider aid on an individual basis. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Applications to get on our 
waiting list are offered in advance of enrollment time. 
Enrollment occurs in the spring of each year for the following 
school year. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications are 
accepted after the child is born. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA & Masters in ECE 
Average Teacher Tenure: 10 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: A variety 
of alternative Public Schools and all the traditional and 
independent private schools, such as Friends, Live Oak, 
Synergy, Presidio Hill, Hamlin, Burke, Town, etc. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We provide extensive support and 
information. Individual conferences and group workshops are 
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available for parents to help navigate through the process. 

Current Parent Review: 

A privately-owned, nonsectarian pre-school and kindergarten 
that offers two classes of thirty students, with two-three 
instructors per class. Program includes creative and visual arts, 
computer training, and off-site excursions. There's an outdoor 
recreation area with equipment. Students are motivated to 
express themselves openly and honestly, to respect each other, 
to embrace differences in cultures, and to forge a distinctly 
individual personality. While enrolled in the Early Childhood 
Education program at San Francisco State, I student taught 
here, and the experience 1 had that semester was one of the 
most memorable and enjoyable of my life. 


FOREST HILL CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
PRESCHOOL 

250 Laguna Honda Boulevard 
San Francisco, CA 94116 
(415)566-3780 fax: (415) 664-7729 
email: foresthillkids@mac.com 
www.foresthillkids.org 

Year School Established: 1961 


Director: Sally Minton 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: The children have fun while 
learning and we let children be children through free play, arts 
and crafts, circle time/music, outdoor play and lesson time. 

Total Enrollment: 40 

Number of Classrooms: 3 

Class Size: 12 - 15 

Age Range: 2 years - 6 years 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 9 AM - 4 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:4 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: Email or call for rate sheet. 
Additional Fees: Lunch $6.00 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Not at this time. 
Admission Process/Timeline: Waiting list 
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Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We recommend that 
parents apply several months before they wish their child(ren) 
to attend. 

Teacher Education/Background: College graduate and 
licensed by the state. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 5+ years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 70% private and 
30% public 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Yes 

Current Parent Review: 

Bob- "I wish they went through eighth grade! A great school 
with a loving family feeling" 


FRANDELJA ENRICHMENT CENTER 

950 Gilman Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124 
(415)822-1699 fax:415-822-1657 
email: gtoscano@frandelja.org 

Year School Established: 2000 


Director: Gonsalo Toscano 




Preschools SF 


167 


Philosophy and Curriculum: Children are the pathways to 
the future! Every child is unique and as such, individuality 
must be respected and valued. Children learn through 
exploration; by doing rather than by instruction. As advocates 
for child development, our school facilitates a safe, stimulating 
environment for children to move, play, explore and have fun. 

Our curriculum is designed to stimulate the child's natural 
curiosity. Classrooms are designed to accommodate the age, 
developmental stage, pace and interest of the child. The 
educational components are tailored to address the needs and 
capacities of the individual child. All classrooms provide an 
atmosphere that allows the child to explore and move, with 
plenty of opportunities for success. 

Total Enrollment: 70 

Number of Classrooms: 5 

Class Size: Varies 

Age Range: Six weeks to 5 years. 

Programs: Full Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Infants - 1:3, Toddlers - 1:4, Preschool -1:8 
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Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Infant & Toddler - $1450.00 per month 
Preschool - $1,100.00 per month 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Some state 
Department of Education Subsidies. We accept Vouchers from 
the Children's Council 

Admission Process/Timeline: Apply in person 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Depending on the 
families funding stream, may vary from a few months to about 
a year. 

Teacher Education/Background: Different levels, from 
assistant to associate to teacher to Master Teacher. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 3 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Various schools 
throughout the city. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: For pre-kindergartners families, a series 
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of monthly workshops are held throughout the year to help 
parents navigate through the kindergarten school selection, 
the registration process, and to better prepare their child and 
themselves to move on to "the big school". 


FRIENDS OF ST. FRANCIS CHILDCARE CENTER 

50 Belcher Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415)861-1818 fax:415-861-0349 
www.fosfchildcare.org 

Year School Established: 1977 

Director: Sally Large 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The mission of Friends of St. Francis Childcare is to provide 
comprehensive, educationally based childcare services in a 
culturally and economically diverse urban setting. The center's 
model promotes the physical, intellectual, and emotional well 
being of the children being served through active involvement 
of parents and continued support from, and cooperation with 
the community. 

The center utilizes primary care with children assigned to small 
groups and a specific teacher, in classrooms for toddlers and 
preschoolers. The environment is enhanced by a large backyard 
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featuring a tricycle deck, climbing structures, a playhouse, a 
huge sandbox, rubberized running space and science garden 
surrounded by wooden boxes in which each classroom plants 
crops. 

Total Enrollment: 38 
Number of Classrooms: 2 
Class Size: 16 

Age Range: Two through five year olds 

Programs: Full Time 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Toddler - 1:4 
Three - four - 1:7 
Four - five - 1:8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Toddlers no; Pre-school yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes - for toddlers 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: Please see our website or call for 


rates. 
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Additional Fees: None 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: A limited number 
of scholarships are available based on number in family and 
gross monthly income. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Varies 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? One year or more. 

Teacher Education/Background: Ranges from Permit to BA's 

+ 

Average Teacher Tenure: 18 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Private and 
public 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Community programs and former parent 
support 


GATES & BRIDGES PRESCHOOL 

1601 10th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415) 664-3005 fax: by request 
email: idcgandb@yahoo.com 
www.idc-gatesbridges.org 
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Year School Established: 1978 
Director: Mary Lou Larsen 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We are a private, nonprofit corporation committed to providing 
quality child care services. We believe that children who spend 
the day apart from their parents benefit from an intimate, 
involved setting. The philosophy of our early childhood 
program rests on the importance of: 

Primary attachments and the relationships between children, 

parents, and teachers. 

Respect of all children as competent and capable people. 

Provision of a safe, predictable, interesting and aesthetic 

environment. 

Respect and response to the uniqueness of each child. 

Excellent early childhood professionals. 

We believe children are naturally motivated to learn. As 
a full-time day care and early education program, it is 
our responsibility and goal to create a safe, child-centered 
environment giving attention to emotional, social, physical, 
creative and cognitive development. Since we also believe that 
children who spend the day apart from their parents need an 
intimate, involved setting we emphasize relationships among 
children, parents and teachers and continuity. 
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We seek to balance ingredients of a variety of early childhood 
education philosophies into an exemplary program. 

We believe that children need opportunities to play, experience, 
explore, discover and practice in a safe, child-centered 
environment. We respect the child's need for both nurturing and 
independence, quiet and active play, time alone and in group 
endeavors. Our planned, yet flexible, curriculum is geared to 
the children's common interests and growing competencies. 
Much of the curriculum emerges out of play episodes, books, 
experiences and conversations that the children share with 
their teachers and each other. 

Total Enrollment: 20 children enrolled 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 16 children each day. We offer 5 day, 4 day and 3 
day enrollment 

Age Range: From 2.9 - 5.9 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 

Tuition covers from 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 
Extra care (7:30 - 8:00 AM or 5:30 - 6:00 PM) 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1 to 6 or 1 to 8, depending on time of 
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day. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? We support and work with 
families as child becomes ready. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

5 days - $18,557 annual, $1687 monthly (11 payments) 

4 days - $15,620 annual, $1420 monthly (11 payments) 

3 days - $11,990 annual, $1090 monthly (11 payments) 

Tuition covers from 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

Additional Fees: 

Extra care (7:30 - 8:00 AM/5:30 - 6:00 PM) rates are as follow 

5 days $50/mo ($100/mo for AM and PM) 

4 days $40/ mo ($80/ mo for AM and PM) 

3 days $30/ mo ($60/ mo for AM and PM) 

Parents pay "UC Regents" separately for attendance fees to 
Kindergym at UCSF. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No, but will work 
with enrolled families on alternative payment programs. 

Admission Process/Timeline: For a child to be eligible for the 
fall enrollment pool of any given year the following criteria 
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must be met by December 15 of the prior year: 

Complete an application and submit with application fee 
($60.00); and attend a Parent Tour and Orientation (done by 
appointment in small groups of 5-8 parents). 

Spring or summer tours may be conducted prior to submitting 
an application and fee. All fall tour attendees must have their 
application submitted and fee paid prior to a tour being 
scheduled. 

Child/Parent visits are held in January/February of the 
enrollment year. This visit is not an "evaluation" but serves 
as a final step in qualifying for the applicant pool, eliminating 
those who are no longer interested, and providing the applicant 
parents a chance to experience the school environment with 
their child. 

Enrollment offers are made in March each year for the following 
fall. 

Completion of Enrollment Agreements and the payment of a 
Tuition Deposit are required to secure the position. 

Date of application and tour do not affect ranking in the list 
of applicants. However, we are a small program and typically 
are only able to enroll 5-6 new children (who are not "siblings" 
of previously enrolled attendees). Our decision on whom to 
enroll is influenced by our goal to achieve gender balance, age/ 
developmental continuum within the group, considerations to 
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creating a diverse group and scheduling needs /preferences. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? They need only 
to meet the December 15 deadline (of the year prior to fall 
enrollment). 

Teacher Education/Background: From AA to MA, and 

credentialed teachers. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 12 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Adda Clevenger; Brandeis Hillel Day School; French-American 
International School; Live Oak School; Lycee Francais La 
Perouse; Marin Preparatory Academy; Presidio Hill School; 
St. Anne's Chinese School; St. Brendan School; Saint Cecilia 
School; St. Paul Elementary School; San Francisco Day School; 
San Francisco Friends School; St. Phillip School; Star of the 
Sea; San Francisco Unified School District Schools: various, 
depending on assignment. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Each fall we conduct a workshop for 
parents on the kindergarten search process. We encourage 
parents to contact other families who have moved on to 
kindergarten/elementary schools for direct feedback. We 
recommend that parents consider and visit a variety of schools. 
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public, parochial, and private. We assist individual families 
with our knowledge of their child to make recommendations 
about types of learning environments would best fit the 
child's needs. We visit several schools/kindergartens each 
year to maintain knowledge of the schools and relationships 
with admission offices. We complete evaluations that may 
be required and work with the Admissions directors to share 
honestly our knowledge of each applicant child. 

Current Parent Review: 

You get regular feedback on your child from highly experienced 
teachers. Each has different specialty areas. 

Their philosophy/curriculum: Play. It's the healthy way to 
learn. 

Thematic inquiry topics are tailored to the particular group of 
children's needs and interests, each year different, but always 
enriching. 

Each child's self-confidence, independence and social skills are 
nurtured. 

Habitual reading to your child develops effortlessly with the 
school lending library. 

My 5 year-old's opinion (at 5:30 PM): 

"Why do you pick me up so early? One more minute, 
please?" 
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My 9 year-old's opinion: 

"I just remember that I loved this place." 


GLEN PARK MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL 

647 Chenery Street 
San Francisco, CA 94131 

(415) 585-7701 email: gpmontessori@gmail.com 
www.glenpark-montessori.com 

Year School Established: 1990 

Director: Rosemary Rae 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Glen Park Montessori is dedicated to the beauty of richness 
of Maria Montessori's curriculum design. We offer and enjoy 
a complete art program and the Love of Nature ecology 
curriculum. At the heart of it all is the Peace curriculum, the 
core of which guides children to understanding of peaceful 
co-existence, cooperation, respect, caring for each other, and 
the environment. Parent involvement, from field trips, parent 
work days, and parent web site enhance and support a strong 
sense of community. 

Total Enrollment: 36 


Number of Classrooms: 3 
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Class Size: 12 

Age Range: 2 years, 6 to 8 months until 5 years (pre-k) 
Programs: Full Time and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM sharp 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

5 days: 

8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
4 days: 

8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Extended care 4 PM - 6 PM 
Lunch and two nutritious snacks 

Additional Fees: 

Application Fee (non-refundable) is $50.00. 

Enrollment Fee (non-refundable, includes space-save, materials 
fees, tot-cot, and insurance + $1,000 toward last month's 
tuition) is $1450.00. 


$1475/month 

$1375/ month 
$60/ month 
$100/month 
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Parent Work Hours - 20 hours per annum OR $350.00 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: None 
Admission Process/Timeline: 

Mandatory attendance by parents at one of our monthly Open 
House Orientations (second Wednesday from 6-7:30 PM). 

1/2 hour visit by child and parent to active classroom. 

2 hour visit by child to classroom w/out parent. 

Full day visit (9 AM - 3:30 PM) simultaneous with parent 
interview with Director. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? 

With rolling enrollment/ year round school, parents may apply 
up to 45 days in advance of desired enrollment date. 

Enrollment is dependent upon the observations and outcome 
of visits listed above and the appropriateness of our school 
environment for the child and family needs. 

Teacher Education/Background: ECE/Montessori certified 
and approved by MACTE 

Average Teacher Tenure: 3.5 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Buena Vista, 
Commodore Sloat, St. Brigid, Marin Country Day, French 
American, Notre Dame, Children's Day, San Francisco Day, 
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Buena Vista, Stuart Hall, Adda Clevenger, San Francisco 
Friends School, Daniel Webster, Spanish Emersion, Flynn, and 
St. Stephen's. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Our Parent Group has created a wonderful 
program that educates and supports parents in the process 
of locating and navigating the Kindergarten application and 
interview process. We are very proud that our parents with 
experience with and working knowledge of the system have 
stepped forward to support others. 

Current Parent Review: 

"After 3 years our daughter Jacqueline's last day at GPM is 
Wednesday. She begins kindergarten the next day. We wish 
to thank everyone for a great experience, starting with the 
Director, and all the teachers and the many schoolmates and 
parents who have contributed to make her time fruitful and 
memorable. She's gotten a great start at GPM and we know she 
enjoyed herself thoroughly!" 

"Thank you! Our daughter has developed so much in the 
last year. Every day she comes back from GPM bubbling w/ 
new information about volcanoes, butterflies and continents. 
Montessori really works! We love how engaged and social all 
of the kids are." 
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GLENRIDGE COOPERATIVE NURSERY SCHOOL 

PO Box 31202 

San Francisco, CA 94131 

(415) 586-2771 email: info@glenridgecoop.org 
www.glenridgecoop.org 

Year School Established: 1971 

Director: Mame Campbell 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Glenridge Cooperative Nursery School is a parent cooperative 
preschool located in Glen Canyon. For 40 years, the school has 
provided enriching and developmentally appropriate programs 
for young children and a special community for families. In 
the rustic setting of Glen Canyon, Glenridge children, parents, 
and staff grow and learn together. 

The benefits of the co-op for children are nurturing love of our 
environment, laying a foundation for learning, and providing 
socialization skills. The benefits of the co-op for parents are 
allowing parents to actively participate in their child's education 
and providing a parental support system and a community for 
family development. 

A play-based curriculum is carefully planned in order to 
recognize each child's unique learning style, temperament, 
abilities, and development. Curriculum also emerges from each 
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child's interests, needs, and desires, so that learning is concrete 
and meaningful to every child. Exploring and discovering 
nature encourages a child's innate sense of curiosity and 
wonder. Children learn through play and when they play 
in Glen Canyon they learn about themselves and the world 
around them. 

Central to our teaching is the belief that children need to learn 
how to express, identify, and validate emotions and to develop 
social skills. Also, children need adult nurturing in developing 
problem solving and intellectual abilities as well as the shared 
experiences of communication and language. With our diverse 
curriculum and environment, we focus on each child's needs, 
abilities, and interests in order to promote the child's growing 
self-esteem and self-concept. 

Total Enrollment: 60 total, 44 per day 

Number of Classrooms: 2 classrooms - AM and PM 

Class Size: Morning Program - 25, Afternoon Program - 19 

Age Range: Children must be 3 by September 1st of the school 
year in which they start. Children can stay at Glenridge until 
they are developmentally ready for kindergarten. 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar 

Hours of Operation: Morning Program 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM, 
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Afternoon Program 12:30 - 3:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 adult to child ratio. Glenridge is a 
co-op, so parents work in the classrooms under the direction of 
the professional staff. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes, although we expect 
accidents. 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: There are no specific on-site 
early intervention services, but staff members make referrals 
when needed and participate in IEP meetings. All children, 
regardless of ability, are welcomed and cherished at Glenridge. 
The developmentally appropriate, play based curriculum 
allows each child to progress at an individual pace. 

Communication between School & Parents: In addition to 
parent-teacher conferences and in-person communication 
with staff members, parents have staff phone numbers and 
email addresses and are encouraged to call or write with any 
questions or concerns. There are on-line groups where parents 
and staff can send messages to the entire group and minutes 
of all meetings are posted. Monthly general meetings are held 
to communicate school business. Board meetings are also held 
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monthly, with the agenda published in advance and all parents 
invited to attend. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

3 AM and/ or PM - $243/ month 

4 AM and/or PM - $324/month 

5 AM and/ or PM - $405/ month 

Additional Fees: There are no additional fees, but there are 
significant fund raising requirements, including participation 
in an annual silent auction and a scrip program. 

Average Yearly Increase: 5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, 50% 
scholarships are available to low-income families. There is 
also an equity fund, providing support to qualifying families 
for the purchase of school t-shirts, yearbooks, etc. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Parents must first attend a 
Prospective Parent Meeting at the school. They can then make 
an appointment to tour the AM or PM program with their child. 
Applications can then be submitted, with a $35 application fee. 
The process (meeting, tour, application) must be complete by 
February 15, for school year starting in late August. Acceptance 
and wait pool letters are sent to applicants in early March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Parents should begin 
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the application process in the fall, one year prior to the desired 
start date. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA degrees 

Environmental Awareness: We compost and recycle daily. 
Parents are encouraged to pack lunches and snacks in reusable 
containers. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 18 years 

Staff Select: Glenridge has not hired a new staff member for 9 
years, but past hiring processes have included a resume review, 
an interview panel comprised of staff members and parents, 
reference checks and a trial work day. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. Money is budgeted 
each year for staff members to take classes, attend workshops 
and conferences, and buy books or training materials. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Glenridge children 
attend public and private schools throughout San Francisco. 
Some examples include: Miraloma, Rooftop, Clarendon, 
Jefferson, Fairmount, West Portal, New Traditions, McKinley, 
San Francisco Day, Children's Day, Synergy, etc. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
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Application Process: Glenridge, in conjunction with another 
co-op, sponsors an annual Kindergarten Night, bringing in 
representatives from many public and private schools to 
present their schools and answer questions. Former Glenridge 
parents, now elementary school parents, are also available to 
share their experiences. 

During parent-teacher conferences, staff members offer 
insights about each child's strengths, areas for growth, and 
learning styles to help parents in choosing the most appropriate 
environment for their child. Staff are available throughout the 
process, including into the summer when necessary, to provide 
whatever support parents need. 

Sun Safety Approach: The redwood and eucalyptus trees in 
Glen Canyon provide shade and filtered sunlight in the play 
area. Parents are reminded to apply sunscreen to their children 
as necessary. Children are reminded to wear hats when playing 
outside. 

Type of Fundraising: Our biggest annual fundraiser is the 
Auction, which is held in November each year. Parents are 
expected to solicit goods and services and also work to set up 
and run the event. The school also has a scrip program and an 
annual raffle. 

Current Parent Review: 

Our family is so happy at Glenridge. There is berry picking 
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in the fall and winter brings rain boots and puddle jumping. 
Watching baby owls in their nest rounds out spring. The 
classroom set-ups are varied with adventures in glitter, 
glue and paint, and an endless variety of hands on learning 
activities. Under the close watch of exceptional teachers and 
parent helpers, children have opportunities to engage in 
creative play, build friendships, test new skills, make mistakes, 
and feel successful. The staff members truly know and care for 
each child." 

K. Belshaw 


HAIGHT ASHBURY COMMUNITY NURSERY 
SCHOOL 

1180 Stanyan Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415)661-9204 email: info@hacns.com 
www.hacns.com 

Year School Established: 1974 

Director: Cocoa Drake 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

At Haight Ashbury Community Nursery School, children are 
free to choose from a variety of creative projects indoors, or 
they may play outdoors-riding, climbing, digging, picking. 
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splashing, and swinging. We believe that child-directed play, 
supported by a variety of interesting materials and obliging 
teachers, best fulfills the preschool-age child's developmental 
requirements-mental, emotional, physical, and social. 

We are also committed to diversity, which encourages learning. 
From snacks to songs, projects to stories, throughout the day 
our children learn about their world from member families with 
wildly different cultural backgrounds-and common goals. 

Total Enrollment: 24 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 24 

Age Range: 2.9 to 5 years 

Programs: Part Time and School Year Calendar 

Hours of Operation: M-F 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1 director plus 5 parents is a 1:4 ratio 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 
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Early Intevention Services: No 

Communication between School & Parents: Main communi¬ 
cation is via email. We have mandatory monthly meetings. 

Tuition for September 2012: $295 a month 

Additional Fees: Mandatory fundraising 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes. Financial aid 
is available. An application is available at anytime. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We have a rolling enrollment 
process. At around April or May incoming parents/students 
are notified. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We have an rolling 
enrollment process. 

Environmental Awareness: We compost, recycle. We have a 
garden. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 34 years 

Staff Select: We are a co-op with our director having worked 
25 years. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. 
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Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Majority go to 
public schools: Grattan, Rooftop, Harvey Milk, McKinley, 
Jefferson 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We have informal gatherings where 
parents who have gone through the process explain their 
experience. 

Sun Safety Approach: We have sunscreen at the school. Kids 
bring hats from home. 

Type of Fundraising: There are two big fundraising events a 
year - a fall fundraiser and a spring auction. We have a few 
other passive fundraising events during the year. 

Current Parent Review: 

We love HACNS! We love that it's a diverse, small community. 
With that, comes greater friendships, greater patience and 
greater understanding of our family and others. We love 
that it's a cooperative environment. There are five wonderful 
parents and one extraordinary director guiding my children 
when I am not working. We love that it's play-based, so my 
kids get fresh air all morning while using their brains to work 
out social situations, and using their muscles to climb, slide 
and ride big wheels. From loving families, art projects and 
music to running, sliding and climbing, our school has it all! 
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HAPPY TIMES NURSERY SCHOOL 

1090 Quintara Street 
San Francisco, CA 94116 
(415)753-3012 fax:(650)755-4242 
email: info@happytimessf.org 
www.happytimessf.org 

Year School Established: 1961 

Director: Co-Directors Gale Raymond and Effie Arnolfo 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

School is held September to June and part-time school. Children 
attend at 9:00 AM for circle time, 9:20 - 10:00 AM free play 
(mixed-age setting) free to roam around the school and choose 
activities in interest centers. From 10:00 -10:30 AM is transition 
time. Followed by 10:30 - 10:40 AM snack time, and 10:40 - 
11:30 AM age-appropriate activities in a group setting. We are 
a nut-free school. The youngest children develop their social/ 
emotional skills. In the pre-kindergarten room we emphasize 
academia along with social and emotional development. In 
order to qualify, you must be 2 years 9 months and potty- 
trained. To apply, we ask you to tour our facility at least 1 year 
prior to your child attending our program. Parents volunteer 
on special occasions. In September we begin our themes with 
colors and shapes and self-awareness. We continue other 
themes throughout the school year. We offer extended care 
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8:30 AM to 9:00 AM and then 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM. 

Total Enrollment: 65 children per section 

Number of Classrooms: 3 

Class Size: Depending on age range. 

Age Range of Children: 2 years 9 months - 5 years 6 months 

Programs: Part Time 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

2.9 - 3.5 years, 16 children with 2 teachers and 1 assistant 

3.5 - 4.5 years, 22 children with 2 teachers and 1 assistant 

4.5 - 5.6 years, 30 children with 2 teachers and 2 assistants 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2010: 

2 Days $290.00 

3 Days $ 425.00 

5 Days $600.00 (Nursery School) 

5 Days Pre-K $650.00 
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Afternoon Session 
3 Afternoons $425.00 
3 Afternoons Pre-k $450.00 

Extended Care: $7.50 per hour 

Additional fees: Extended care $7/ hour; supply and insurance 
fees $60/ year 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: 1 year in advance 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? 1 year in advance 

Teacher Education/Background: BA with 24 ECE or more 

Average Teacher Tenure: Most teacherslO years, co-directors 
almost 30 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Convent of the 
Sacred Heart, Burke's, Nueva, Notre Dame Des Victoires, St. 
Vincent, St. Brendan, St. Steven, St. Cecilia, St. Gabriel 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We are invited in September to all schools 
in San Francisco's pre-kindergarten directors meetings where 
we obtain knowledge on what is expected in the kindergarten 
interview. We pass on this information to the parents interested 
in attending that school. We are very well versed in what 
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different kindergartens accept of their incoming students and 
we add this information to our curriculum. 

Current Parent Review: 

Happy Times Preschool is a wonderful environment for 
learning. Many items in the curriculum are hands-on learning. 
Also, many organizations come visit the school such as the 
Marine Mammal Center or "Tree Frogs Trek." My child is very 
happy and well adjusted in this environment. Staff is very 
friendly and supportive. Lastly, this school makes children 
very prepared for kindergarten. 

I highly recommend this school. 

HEARING & SPEECH CENTER OF NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO KIDS ACADEMY 
1234 Divisadero Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
415-921-7658 fax: (415) 921-2243 
email: jan@hearingspeech.org 
www.hearingspeech.org 

Year School Established: 1950 


Director: Janet Christensen, MA 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Auditory Oral School at Hearing and Speech Center is more 
than 50 years old and our goal is to teach children with hearing 
loss to listen and talk, preparing them to be educated with 
their hearing peers in general education classrooms as quickly 
as they are able. We are an accredited California Department of 
Education nonpublic school. Financial aid is available. 

We also enroll children with normal hearing who have 
expressive language delays in our auditory oral classrooms. 

We are small by design to provide individualized intensive 
services to meet each child's unique needs. We offer parent- 
infant classes two days per week, parent-toddler classes three 
days per week and Pre-K classes five days per week. The 
student teacher ratio is 3:1 with six students a maximum of 6 
students per class. Children are seen for individual listening, 
speech and language therapy based on their needs 

We also operate SF Kids Academy, a preschool classroom for 
typically developing children, limited to 10 children and with 
a student teacher ratio of 5:1. This is a morning preschool with 
extended care available until 4:00 pm. 

Total Enrollment: 25 

Number of Classrooms: 4 


Class Size: 10 
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Age Range: Birth to age 6 

Programs: Part Time 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Auditory Oral School 1:3 

SF Kids Academy (General Education classroom) 1:5 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We offer spoken language, 
listening and speech therapy for children who are deaf or hard 
of hearing, and we offer language classes for little ones with 
speech and/or language delays. 

Communication between School & Parents: Teachers speak 
with parents daily at pick-up and drop-off times. Additionally 
teachers communicate via email, telephone or communication 
books. 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the school for this 
information as fees depend on the program selected. 
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Additional Fees: Extended care is billed separately and there 
may be a nominal charge for some field trips. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Financial aid is 
available for children in the Auditory Oral program for families 
with documented need. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Parents should call the school 
to schedule an appointment. Parents are requested to bring 
any reports or evaluations completed on their child to the 
appointment. If parents are interested in the Auditory Oral 
School their child attends classes for a week to determine 
that the school meets their individual needs. We offer rolling 
admissions and interested families should contact the school 
for additional information. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We have rolling 
admissions and generally admit children quickly into our 
preschool programs. 

Teacher Education/Background: Graduate degrees 

Environmental Awareness: We encourage families to provide 
green lunches and recycle throughout the programs. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 8 years 
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Staff Select: Staff are hired based on their professional 
experience and on the unique skills and training they have 
which may be required in our classroom programs. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Public school 
within SFUSD; Private schools including: Stuart Hall for Boys, 
Convent Elementary, Live Oak School, The Friends School, 
Holy Name School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We offer assistance in identifying 
appropriate schools for our students with hearing loss, and 
for all students we complete recommendations, and provide 
resource information for local schools. 

Sun Safety Approach: We apply parent provided sunscreen to 
each child prior to sun exposure. 

Type of Fundraising: 

We hold raffles, auctions and major special interest events. We 
also apply for grants as appropriate. 

Current Parent Review: 

We were thrilled to find the preschool program at Hearing and 
Speech Center for our son. He has a hearing loss and significant 
speech delay and is making remarkable progress. The staff is 
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warm and friendly and has given us wonderful information 
about hearing loss and speech delays. We have learned how 
to work with our child and give him the best environment at 
home and at school to promote his language growth. The other 
parents in the family observation room are a great source and 
we feel welcome and connected in this school community. 


HOLY FAMILY DAY HOME 

299 Dolores Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415)861-5361 fax:(415)861-8926 
email: intake@holyfamilydayhome.org 
www.holyfamilydayhome.org 

Year School Established: 1878 

Director: Donna M. Cahill 

School Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our goal is to provide affordable, high quality, early childhood 
education and family support services in a stable and nurturing 
environment, thereby providing the children of working 
family's skills and hope for lifelong development. 

We promote a home-like atmosphere of loving acceptance and 
respect for cultural and individual differences of all forms. We 
are more than a 'service,' we are a 'home away from home.' 
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Holy Family Day Home is committed to the highest quality 
service, care and management of the organization, and is 
dedicated to the creation of a highly productive and nurturing 
environment for the children in our care, their families and our 
staff. 

Developing a strong foundation for learning is best fostered 
through consistency in the classroom and the formation of 
healthy attachments between children, their teachers and 
peers. With this understanding guiding our vision, we have 
begun integrating the Continuity of Care model into our 
infant and toddler and preschool components, guiding our 
class configurations and minimizing transitions for children. 
Children flourish with a consistent base of primary caregivers 
and classmates that stay with them for extended periods of 
time, building a sense of security and setting the foundation 
for forming lasting bonds. 

Holy Family follows the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework. We supplement this curriculum with a modified 
version of Creative Curriculum. The benefits of having both 
curricula include aligning our teaching objectives with state 
standards, using a play-based approach for early childhood 
learning, and utilizing the total environment as a classroom 
extension, including learning areas and outdoor space. 


Total Enrollment: 161 
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Number of Classrooms: 8 

Class Size: The number of children in each class varies and 
is determined by age, classroom dimensions and the teacher/ 
child ratio appropriate to that age group (15-24 children). 

Age Range of Children: 3 months to 5 years 

Programs: Full Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7 AM to 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:3 - Infant Room 3 months - 18 months (15 children) 

1:4-Toddler 1 Classroom 1.5-2.5 years (16 children) 

1:6- Toddler 2 Classroom 2.5 - 3.5 years (16 children) 

1:6- Toddler 3 Classroom 2-3 years (18 children) 

1:8 - All Preschool Classrooms 3-5 years (24 children) 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Our Infant and toddler 
classrooms provide for diaper changing and potty training 
needs. Children enrolled in all Preschool classrooms (ages 3 
through 5 years) must be "potty trained". 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes, in designated "potty training" 

classes. 

Snacks: Yes, we provide morning and afternoon snacks. We 
also provide children with enough nourishment to sustain 
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them throughout the day. 

Lunch: Yes, we provide lunch as well as breakfast. 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes. In 
addition, we follow the food requirements established by the 
Child and Adult Food Care Program. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Infant Room (3 months - 18 months) $2050 
Toddler 1 Classroom (1.5 - 2.5 years) $1900 
Toddler 2 Classroom (2.5 - 3.5 years) $1750 
Toddler 3 Classroom (2-3 years) $1750 
All Preschool Classrooms (3-5 years) $1500 

Additional Fees: Fieldtrip/ Registration fees collected at 
enrollment and are determined by contract type. 0-$50 

Average Yearly Increase: 5% annual increase. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: In today's economy 
and with the high cost of living in the Bay Area, we understand 
that financing your child's education can be challenging. 
Families earning a combined gross monthly income of over 
$8,500 are considered Private Pay families and are not eligible 
for scholarship. If your family earns closer to $4,500 to $8,500 
per month, you may be considered for a partial scholarship 
depending on the availability of funds at that time. 
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For qualifying families, we recommend contacting Resource 
and Referral centers like Children's Council or Wu Yee whom 
provide financial subsidies for families requiring childcare. 

Admission Process/Timeline: The start of the new school year 
begins in mid-August; it is also our largest period of enrollment. 
Enrollment continues on an ongoing basis as openings occur. 

Applications can be picked up in person at our site located at 
299 Dolores Street in San Francisco or be downloaded from 
our website, under the enrollment tab. Please note that there is 
no fee to apply and applications can be submitted year round. 
Once you are active on the admissions waitlist, you will receive 
a letter and email from the Admissions Team bi-annually 
reconfirming your interest in joining our program. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We strongly 
recommend that families apply for admission at least two 
years in advance of requiring childcare services, although 
the actual wait time to be offered admission may be much 
shorter. Families who are not offered admissions can elect to 
remain active on the waitlist by responding to our bi-annual 
admissions mailing. 

Teacher Education/Background: Our teachers boast rich 
backgrounds in Early Childhood Development, contributing 
to the learning experiences of our children with expertise and 
care. All teachers have or fulfill the California requirements 



Preschools SF 


205 


for a Child Development/Teaching permit. All Head Teachers 
hold Bachelor's degrees in Early Childhood or related fields 
and fulfill the requirements for Site Supervisor permits. 

Environmental Awareness: Holy Family has made great strides 
in becoming an eco-sound center, placing great emphasis 
on teaching our children to be "green" and also integrating 
environmentally friendly practices into our program. We 
actively recycle and compost center-wide. In our classrooms, 
teachers support our children in learning to distinguish and 
properly dispose of compost, recyclable items and waste. We 
have established a partnership with the Asthma Task Force, 
and are actively working to obtain lonators to eliminate the use 
of harsh chemicals in our disinfecting and sanitizing practices. 
We are also slowly moving away from bleach, to safer and 
gentler chemicals for use in disinfecting areas of frequent use 
such as changing tables and bathrooms. 

Field Trips: Yes, our classrooms enjoy a wide range of fun and 
enriching field trips. All classrooms participate in fieldtrips, 
including our infants. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 7 Years 

Staff Selection: We select staff based on educational quali¬ 
fications, appropriate experiences, and an aligned fit with the 
Day Home's vision and mission. 
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Professional Development for Staff: Yes, we provide 
professional development opportunities for our staff. There 
are some required trainings that staff must attend based on 
contractual obligations, but each teacher is required to maintain 
their teaching credential and professional growth hours. Holy 
Family Day Home provides an annual per employee amount 
for professional growth above and beyond what is paid for 
at the mandatory trainings. We have also compiled a list of 
training ideas and requests at our staff enrichment days by 
having a random selection of staff participate in an ad hoc 
group so we may plan training experiences based on interest. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children 
graduati ng from our program attend a wi de range of elementary 
school types. Many families opt to enroll in public or private 
schools that are represented at the School Preview Nights we 
hold in the fall of each year. We also hold an annual workshop 
to support families navigate the public school application 
process. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: In the fall, for the following school year, 
we begin to post and distribute materials for enrollment to 
both public and private schools. In early November we host 
a Public School Information Night and a separate Private 
School Information Night held in both English and Spanish. 
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We invite representatives from the School District and from 
San Francisco Private Schools to present their programs and 
enrollment process to all interested families. Childcare is 
provided for these events. 

Sun Safety Approach: Holy Family Day Home supplies 
sunscreen to each of our classrooms for the protection of our 
children's skin health. Alternatively, parents with a concern 
about their child's skin sensitivity may supply the classroom 
with a sun barrier cream from home. Teachers apply sunscreen 
each afternoon before the children go out to enjoy outdoor 
play. We ask that parents and guardians apply sunscreen in the 
morning and provide warm weather gear (sun hats etc. when 
appropriate), before bringing children to the center. 

Hydration is essential to fending off dehydration, especially 
on warm days. Children have unlimited access to water 
fountains. On particularly hot days, teachers are encouraged 
to bring out additional pitchers of water in an effort to educate 
children on the importance of staying well hydrated. The 
preschool also incorporates safe water play into our scheduled 
outdoor activities to prevent the children from overheating 
while playing in the sun. 

Type of Fundraising: Since we are a 501 c3 non-profit. Holy 
Family relies greatly on the generous financial contributions 
of current families, alumni, long-time donors and supporting 
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foundations. Over the course of the year, we hold several 
important fundraising events that are essential to meeting our 
annual fiscal needs. Of these, our largest and most lucrative is 
the biennial Gala, a fun celebration which features live music, 
food and both live and silent auctions. Year round we send out 
updates about our program and requests for needed funds to 
all of our constituents. 

Current Parent Review: 

"In the two years that my child has attended HFDH, she has 
flourished in so many ways. The engaged and compassionate 
teachers have aided and monitored her in reaching growth 
milestones, encouraged her social development and provided 
her with enriching learning opportunities. The support staff 
always welcomes us warmly when we arrive in the morning 
and has an open door policy if our family ever has any concerns. 
I feel that this is a school that is receptive to parents' input 
and involvement and 1 highly recommend this early childhood 
education center." 

Yasmina 


JCCSF BROTHERHOOD WAY PRESCHOOL 

655 Brotherhood Way 

San Francisco, CA 94132 

(415) 333-4289 fax: (415) 333-4682 
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email: lchambers@jccsf.org 
www.jccsf.org 

Year School Established: 1960's 
Director: 

Jan Batlin, Site Director and Pam Schneider, ECE Director 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Diller Preschool is part of the JCCSF Claude and Louise 
Rosenberg ECE Program which is an inclusive preschool 
community inspired by the principles of the Reggio Emilia 
approach to early childhood education and guided by Jewish 
values and culture. Our preschools enrich the lives of children 
and families by providing a variety of opportunities for 
learning, growth and exploration as well as an environment that 
supports the process of self-expression and creative thinking. 
Our program honors children, families and educators while 
fostering collaborative learning and developmental growth. 

Total Enrollment: 117 

Number of Classrooms: 5 

Class Size: 13 - 27 

Age Range: 2 - 5.5 years old 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
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Calendar, and Summer Program 
Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:5 for 2 year olds 
1:6 for 3 - 5.5 year olds 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: $5,508 - $22,572 based on number 
of days and hours 

Additional Fees: Additional fees for extended day care 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Financial aid 
is available for families who qualify for tuition assistance; 
families must complete a thorough financial aid application 
after they receive their preschool contract. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tours are mandatory and are 
held form October - December; all families that tour must have 
submitted an application. Decisions are made in early March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? At least one year. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA degree plus ECE units 
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Average Teacher Tenure: 7-10 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Many public and 
private/independent schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Our preschools provide a number 
of parent workshops as well as individual meetings with 
parents. 


JCCSF HELEN DILLER FAMILY PRESCHOOL 

3200 California Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
(415)292-1291 fax:(415)276-1553 
email: lchambers@jccsf.org 
www.jccsf.org 

Year School Established: 1960 s 
Director: 

Annette DeVille, Site Director; Pam Schneider, ECE Director 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Diller Preschool is part of the JCCSF Claude and Louise 
Rosenberg ECE Program which is an inclusive preschool 
community inspired by the principles of the Reggio Emilia 
approach to early childhood education and guided by Jewish 
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values and culture. Our preschools enrich the lives of children 
and families by providing a variety of opportunities for 
learning, growth and exploration as well as an environment that 
supports the process of self-expression and creative thinking. 
Our program honors children, families and educators while 
fostering collaborative learning and developmental growth. 

Total Enrollment: 225 

Number of Classrooms: 9 

Class Size: 12-24 

Age Range: 2 - 5.5 years old 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5.00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:5 for 2 year olds and 1:6 for 3 - 5.5 year olds 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: $7,002 - $13,887 based on number 
of days and hours 
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Additional Fees: Additional fees for Extended Day Program 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Financial aid 
is available for families who qualify for tuition assistance; 
families must complete a thorough financial aid application 
after they receive their preschool contract. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tours are mandatory and are 
held form October - December; all families that tour must have 
submitted an application. Decisions are made in early March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? At least one year. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA degree plus ECE units 

Average Teacher Tenure: 7-10 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Many public and private/independent schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Our preschools provide a number 
of parent workshops as well as individual meetings with 
parents. 
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JCCSF ROSENBERG EARLY CHILDHOOD 
CENTER 

325 Arguello Boulevard 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
(415) 386-4990 fax: (415) 396-1149 
email: lchambers@jccsf.org 
www.jccsf.org 

Year School Established: 1984 

Director: Ilene Pollack, Site Director, Pam Schneider ECE 
Director 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Diller Preschool is part of the JCCSF Claude and Louise 
Rosenberg ECE Program which is an inclusive preschool 
community inspired by the principles of the Reggio Emilia 
approach to early childhood education and guided by Jewish 
values and culture. Our preschools enrich the lives of children 
and families by providing a variety of opportunities for 
learning, growth and exploration as well as an environment that 
supports the process of self-expression and creative thinking. 
Our program honors children, families and educators while 
fostering collaborative learning and developmental growth. 

Total Enrollment: 59 


Number of Classrooms: 5 
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Class Size: 12 children 
Age Range: 2 - 5.5 years old 
Programs: Full Time and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:5 for 2 year olds and 1:6 for 3-5.5 year olds 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 
Tuition for September 2012: $22,572 
Additional Fees: None 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Financial aid 
is available for families who qualify for tuition assistance; 
families must complete a thorough financial aid application 
after they receive their preschool contract. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tours are mandatory and are 
held form October - December; all families that tour must have 
submitted an application. Decisions are made in early March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? At least one year. 
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Teacher Education/Background: BA degree with ECE units 
Average Teacher Tenure: 5-7 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Many public and 
private/independent schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Our preschools provide a number 
of parent workshops as well as individual meetings with 
parents. 


KANGAROOS GLEN PARK 

Glen Park Preschool 

298 Monterey Boulevard 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
(415) 333-1500 

Noe Valley Preschool 

816 Diamond Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 206-9300 

Sunset Preschool 

2004 Lawton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415) 564-2500 
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email: Kangaroospsmonterey@yahoo.com 
www.Kangaroossf.com 

Year School Established: 2011 

Director: Rose Shannon 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Kangaroos Glen Park is a full-day, year-round preschool center. 
Our staff of experienced, mature teachers provide a safe, fun 
and nurturing environment that supports children's cognitive, 
emotional and social development. We offer a developmentally 
appropriate, educational environment that incorporates 
elements of Reggio-Emilia, Learning Through Play, and 
the California Dept, of Education Preschool Curriculum 
Requirements. In addition, we provide music and dance/ 
creative movement classes and Spanish language enrichment, 
field trips and family events. 

Total Enrollment: 39 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: 8-12 

Age Range: 2-5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 
Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: No, but we refer parents as 
needed to services. 

Communication between School & Parents: We publish a 
weekly newsletter, have a Yahoo egroup for parents and staff, 
and hold parent/teacher conferences twice a year and as 
needed. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

M-F FT-$1350/Month 

M-F PT (3:30 pickup time) - $1150/ Month 

MWF-$900/Month 

T/R-$600/Month 

Additional Fees: Catered lunch option $6.50 per meal. 
Average Yearly Increase: We have not increased tuition yet 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: We give application packets at 
the time that families tour our school (offered Tuesday and 
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Friday mornings, and by special arrangement). After returning 
the completed application and a $75 deposit, they are put on 
the wait list in the order received, and contacted regularly. 
As openings occur, families are notified when there is a space 
available for them. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We recommend that 
parents get on the waitlist 3-6 months prior to their desired 
start date. 

Teacher Education/Background: All teachers are ECE 
credentialed. 

Environmental Awareness: We recycle and compost. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 1 year (we have been in operation 
since February 2012) most of our teachers have been here since 
the center opened in February 2012. 

Staff Select: We hire teachers through a process of interviewing 
with the director and other staff. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, whenever possible. 
Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our first Pre-K 
class will be attending Sunnyside, West Portal and Sherman 
SFUSD schools, St. Finn Barr's, St. John's, and St. Gabriel 
parochial schools, Stratford School. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We provide assistance in filling out 
applications and directing families to appropriate resources, 
such as Kindergarten Preview Night, and more specific 
guidance during parent/teacher conferences. 

Sun Safety Approach: We provide a natural unscented 
sunscreen, and apply it when children are outdoors in the 
sun. 

Type of Fundraising: Occasional bake sales. 

Current Parent Review: 

My daughter has attended Kangaroos twice a week since 
March 2011. In January of 2012, we moved her to five days a 
week. When I told her she would be going to school everyday, 
she said "thank you" and gave me the biggest hug. If that 
doesn't attest to how much she loves Kangaroos Preschool, 
then 1 don't know what does! 

We looked at other schools, but after visiting Kangaroos, my 
husband and I just had the gut feeling it was the right fit for 
our family. They were really patient and encouraging as our 
little girl made the transition from being with me all the time 
to attending school twice a week from 8:30-3:30. Angelina is 
her teacher and I can't rave about her enough. My daughter 
absolutely adores her and I get the sense the feeling is mutual. 
And that is a great feeling for a parent when your child is in 
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the care of someone else. All of the other teachers are very 
nurturing and kind as well. She also interacts with Teacher 
Sandy frequently, who is also wonderful. Our daughter is 
warmly greeted every morning. And everyday when I pick her 
up, she wants to say goodbye to everyone. 

Natella, Magda and Rose have been responsive to issues 
and have implemented daily updates and other forms of 
communication to keep parents in the loop, such postings on 
a Yahoo group. Rose sends out weekly curriculum updates as 
well as a newsletter. They seem more than willing to address 
any issues as this branch of the school is fairly new (opened 
February 2011). Rose and Natella have been quickly responsive 
to emails, which is very helpful. They pour their hearts into 
their schools and you can tell. 


KIDS BY THE BAY-CCLC 

90 - 7th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415)554-8100 fax:(415)625-2768 
email: smarquez@cclc.com 
www.cclc.com 

Year School Established: 2007 


Director: Shelley Marquez 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We are play-based and use an open-ended curriculum called 
Guided Discovery which allows children to learn by exploring 
their interests and by having a variety of experiences available. 
See our website for more information, www.cclc.com. 

Total Enrollment: 73 

Number of Classrooms: 5 

Class Size: Up to 20 

Age Range: 6 weeks to 5 years old 

Programs: Full Time 

Hours of Operation: 7AM - 6 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Infants 1:3, Toddlers 1:4, Jr. Preschool 1:6, Preschool and Pre-K 
1:10 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Full Time 

$1858 - Infants/Toddlers 
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$1654 - Junior Preschool 
$1325 - Preschool / Pre-K 

Part Time MWF 
$1492 - Infants/Toddlers 
$1329 - Junior Preschool 
$1064 - Preschool/Pre-K 

Part Time TTH 
$1126 - Infants/Toddlers 
$1002 - Junior Preschool 
$ 806 - Preschool / Pre-K 

Additional Fees: 

Registration fee - $50 
Annual equipment fee - $75 
Wait list fee - $25 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Not at this time. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We give first priority to federal 
employees. However we do enroll community members, 
especially in Preschool and Pre-K. The wait can be up to a year 
long. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? As soon as possible. 

Teacher Education/Background: Most have BA and two are 
working toward their A.A. 
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Average Teacher Tenure: 2.5 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: San Francisco 
public and private schools and East Bay public schools 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We are here as a support through the 
process. We also are happy to fill out recommendations and 
evaluations of children's readiness. 

Current Parent Review: 

I can't tell you how much 1 love Kids by the Bay. I felt so 
comfortable leaving |my child] in the Baby Beluga room from 
his very first day, which was so comforting because as a first 
time parent, it is no easy task to leave your child in the care of 
others when you go back to work. He is really thriving in the 
Sea Turtle room now, and he loves his teachers and has started 
saying their names and his friends' names at home. It's been 
really challenging finding another childcare situation that lives 
up to Kids by the Bay — the bar has been set so high. 


LA PICCOLA SCUOLA ITALIAN A 

728 20th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
(415) 558-9006 fax: (415) 558-9006 
email: director@lpsisf.org 
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www.lpsisf.com 

Year School Established: 2001 
Director: Valentina Imbeni 
School Philosophy and Curriculum: 

"LPSI" (for short) is a Reggio Emilia inspired Italian Immersion 
program whose mission is to provide high-quality progressive 
education for children 1- to 6-year olds. LPSI's approach reflects 
internationally recognized best practices and is similar to that 
in the infant/toddler centers and preschools in Italy, and to 
the now-internationally recognized Reggio Emilia approach to 
early childhood education. LPSI is also offering a k-1 program 
and has started an IB-PYP elementary school. 

Our programs are developmentally appropriate and play- 
based, utilizing an approach that emphasizes the role of the 
child in the learning process and the role of the teacher as 
guide and co-constructor of knowledge. Children learn Italian 
and live Italian culture through everyday interactions and 
play. Research shows that early childhood offers a unique 
opportunity to learn languages, as well as providing a critical 
basis for all future development and learning. An authentic 
Italian lunch is cooked on site every day. 

Total Enrollment: 75 each day, 130 total 
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Age Range of Children: 1-6 (includes a parent and me for 1-2 
yrs old) and an after school Italian for K-lst - 2nd grade and a 
k-1 full time program. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and School Year Calendar (5 
weeks of closure in the Summer) 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Tuition for September 2012: $19,000 (full time), August to June 
school year. 

Additional Fees: $595 for the whole school year-organic Italian 
food cooked on site. 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: 18 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 

Teacher Education/Background: BA/at least 12 ECE units. 
Average Teacher Tenure: 5 years 

Children must be Potty Trained: Not for 2-3- yrs. classroom, 
yes for 3 and older 

Potty Training is Provided: Yes, in collaboration with the 
family. 
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Snacks: Yes Lunch: Yes 

Admission Process/Timeline: To start the application process, 
please arrange to attend one of our scheduled Fall/Winter 
Open Houses. 

You may submit an application before or after you attend an 
Open House, but you are required to attend an Open House 
before you will be considered for admission. Because visits 
during the school week can be disruptive, we don't offer 
individual tours unless there is an immediate opening available 
during the school year. If you are interested in an immediate 
opening (see list below), you can apply and then arrange a visit 
by emailing us at admissions@lpsisf.org. Applications can be 
downloaded on the Application Forms page or can be obtained 
at an Open House. 

Parents Need to Apply in Advance: 1 year is advised. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Not at the moment 
for the preschool, yes for the elementary school - will have in 
a couple of years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

FAIS, CAIS, Hamlin, Burke's, Town, Stuart Hall, Convent, Live 
Oak, Synergy, Children's Day, NDV, Presidio Hill, MCDS and 
several public scholls. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: La Piccola Scuola regularly assesses each 
child's development and honestly shares our observations and 
opinions with you at the parent teacher conferences. This is 
invaluable and important because it can help you to see your 
own child as others do and also informs you as to how we 
will represent your child in the evaluation that we send to 
the elementary schools. Our assessment of your child should 
inform your decision making as you choose which schools 
will best fit your child's personality and needs. You may also 
come to us if you have any questions about where your child 
would thrive. At LPSI we also do our best to form professional 
and collegial relationships with various independent schools 
by touring them on a regular basis and making ourselves 
available to their Admissions Directors for consultation. We 
will continually update our knowledge of local public schools 
so that we can share our understandings of what they offer. 
We will help you understand which parts of the process are 
important and what parts are relatively insignificant, so that 
you can focus your energies in the right direction. We will 
advocate for families after decision letters have been sent, if 
there are particular circumstances that warrant such action. 

Current Parent Review: 

Piccola Scuola is home away from home for my child. It's a 
place where the soul and the body are nourished! The home- 
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style Italian lunch is great and the teachers are loving and 
nurturing. We also love the combination of Reggio Emilia 
Philosophy and bilingual education. 


LANGUAGE IN ACTION jHOLAKIDS! 

301 Euclid Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94118 

(415) 310-1335 fax: (415) 871-2208 

email: admin@languageinaction.com 

www.languageinaction.com 

Year School Established: 2003 

Director: Belen Ham 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We celebrate multi-cultural learning, bilingualism and the 
development of the whole child. Children at jHolaKids! 
preschools learn through exploration, discovery and play. In 
our classrooms, children are provided with developmentally 
appropriate activities with the goal of constantly challenging 
their abilities and supporting their individual learning process. 
Our foreign language instruction is grounded in immersion, 
which we believe is the best way for preschoolers to develop 
a long-lasting foundation in any language. We also believe 
that language and culture go hand in hand. Our program 
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emphasizes the food, music, dance, traditions and holidays 
of Spanish speaking countries around the world culminating 
in three community wide cultural celebrations each year. 
Since our program uses the best practices of early childhood 
education in a language immersion setting, we strive to develop 
academic readiness for elementary school at a level similar to 
other highly regarded preschools, just with the benefit of full 
language immersion. 

Total Enrollment: 45 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: 20 

Age Range: We are proponents of mixed-age preschool 
classrooms because it fosters respect for the learning needs of 
students and it creates a setting where siblings can attend on 
the same days, simplifying family schedules. We have children 
between the ages of 3 and 5. Each child is guided by his or 
her individual readiness, ability and interests, while being 
supported by teachers and students. In addition, older children 
learn by assisting younger children; younger children model 
behavior by observation of older children. 

There are specific periods during the day where children are 
separated by age groups. For instance, circle time and outdoor 
time is separate since toddlers have a shorter attention span as 
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well as different needs in terms of playground equipment and 
age-appropriate activities 

Programs: Full Time, Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks & Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We believe that early intervention 
is key. Our teachers are constantly assessing and observing the 
core development of the children with the aim of identifying 
any developmental delay. Parents are informed if outside 
services or testing are recommended. We have a depth of 
professional resources that we can refer to families, if need be. 

Communication between School & Parents: We send most of 
our communication through email. All the teachers and staff 
members have their own email address that all the families 
have access to. We also have a website for the families in our 
school, where they can see photos of their children each week, 
important announcements, sign up to volunteer or for an 
event, and find the contact information for other families to 
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have play-dates or carpools. 


Tuition for September 2012: 

Three Tuition Installments: 




T/Th 

M/W/F M-F 

Pre School 3 years and up 

8:30 - 3:30 

$2890 

$3925 

$5775 

Transitional Kindergarten 8:30 - 3:30 

n/a 

n / a 

$5775' 

AM Extended Care 

8:00 - 8:30 

$150 

$220 

$350 

PM Extended Care 

3:30 - 5:30 

$360 

$525 

$850 


"Material Fee for Transitional Kindergarten Class: $150 

Additional Fees: 

Additional Fees and services that we provide: 

T/Th M/W/F M-F 
AM Extended Care 8:00-8:30 $150 $220 $350 

PM Extended Care 3:30 - 5:30 $360 $525 $850 

"Material Fee for Transitional Kindergarten Class: $150 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We do not offer 
Financial Aid; however, whenever possible we do try and help 
out families who need some assistance. 

Admission Process/Timeline: First, we ask parents to fill out 
a waitlist form on our website to apply to our program. We 
will then reach out to you to schedule a visit at the center. We 
have rolling admissions, so once a spot does become available, 
we reach out to our families on the waitlist to find the right 
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age and gender to fill the spot. Most of our spots open up at 
the beginning of the year (September). We send out acceptance 
emails between the months of April and May. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We recommend filling 
out a waitlist form one year prior to when you wish to attend, 
however, we take applications all time of the year. 

Teacher Education/Background: Teachers range from 
Associates to Masters in Early Childhood Education. All of 
them have, at least, three years of experience working with 
children. 

Environmental Awareness: We separate the garbage: recycle 
and landfill and use towels for the children that are washed 
weekly, instead of using paper. We are trying to use less 
photocopies for projects and use more recycled materials. Most 
of our themes that we study throughout the year are based on 
the care and respect for nature. We have started to grow our 
own garden with the children so they can learn how to take 
care of plants and different vegetables. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Staff Select: First, we receive the applicant's resume and make 
sure the qualifications of the applicant match the position that 
we have available. Secondly, applicants will set up a time to 
have an interview in both Spanish and English. Thirdly, the 
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applicants plan a class and visit one of our centers to teach the 
class. During this period, applicants are observed and evaluated 
based on their interactions with the students and other teachers, 
management of the group and teaching techniques. 

Professional Development for Staff: Staff development is a 
priority. We have staff development day during the year and a 
week of staff development during the summer. This is a time 
where teachers from all of our four Bay Area centers come 
together to talk about the curriculum, new ideas, etc. We also 
have guest speakers on a variety of topics. 

Each week, we also have meetings at each center with the 
Program Director and teachers to discuss the curriculum, 
progress of the children, environment, and other school related 
topics. 

Also, we encourage teachers to further their education by 
taking ECE classes (Literacy, Administration of Curriculum, all 
inclusive education), which are paid for by the program. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our students go on 
to a wide range of independent, parochial and public schools in 
San Francisco. We have traditionally educated many children 
from families interested in language immersion public schools, 
most obviously with a focus in the Spanish. These are among 
the most highly regarded public elementary schools in the city, 
in significant part because of the support and commitment of 
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parents. Many independent schools accommodate children 
who are proficient in Spanish with tracked immersion classes, 
and we would expect many of our students to be successful in 
a more advanced language setting. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We host a Kindergarten Information 
night in the Fall to jumpstart the process and to link families. 
Our administrator informs families of open houses, tours, 
and other pertinent events. Our Program Director is always 
available to meet with families individually to talk through 
the process, advise on different school options and suggest the 
proper fit for your child. 

Throughout the school year, we have two parent/ teacher 
conferences, where the head teacher will explain your child's 
assessment. The assessments are based off the teacher's record 
of their thoughtful and constant observation of the children. 
To ensure children are having an age appropriate growth in 
all the areas of development, they are assessed in both English 
and Spanish. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are encouraged to apply 
sunscreen on the children's faces if it is too sunny (we can't 
apply because some are allergic), they are invited to bring hats 
if they desire it. And when teachers go outside they always 
bring cups and water so children are always hydrated. 
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Type of Fundraising: None 
Current Parent Review: 

Our son has been at Language in Action for the past year and 
loves it. He can't wait to get there in the morning, leaping in 
the door often forgetting to say goodbye. The teachers and 
administrators are warm and friendly, and the school has 
a great community spirit. It's a fun place for the children to 
socialize, a focused environment to learn and a creative setting 
for them to develop artistically. And it's all in Spanish. It's 
wonderful to hear the kids recite Spanish poems, sing Spanish 
songs and do Latin American dances at the regular cultural 
celebrations. 


LANGUAGE IN ACTION ;HOLAKIDS! 

1 Miley Street 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
(415)310-1335 fax:(415)871-2208 
email: admin@languageinaction.com 
www.languageinaction.com 

Year School Established: 2003 


Director: Belen Ham 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We celebrate multi-cultural learning, bilingualism and the 
development of the whole child. Children at jHolaKids! 
preschools learn through exploration, discovery and play. In 
our classrooms, children are provided with developmentally 
appropriate activities with the goal of constantly challenging 
their abilities and supporting their individual learning process. 
Our foreign language instruction is grounded in immersion, 
which we believe is the best way for preschoolers to develop 
a long-lasting foundation in any language. We also believe 
that language and culture go hand in hand. Our program 
emphasizes the food, music, dance, traditions and holidays 
of Spanish speaking countries around the world culminating 
in three community wide cultural celebrations each year. 
Since our program uses the best practices of early childhood 
education in a language immersion setting, we strive to develop 
academic readiness for elementary school at a level similar to 
other highly regarded preschools, just with the benefit of full 
language immersion. 

Total Enrollment: 24 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 12 

Age Range: Unlike our other campuses, this site is not a mixed- 
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aged class because the location is smaller. We divided the days 
up by the different ages. On Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 
the 2 year olds attend. On Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
mornings, the 3 year olds attend. Finally, Monday through 
Friday, 4 year olds attend in the afternoon. 

Programs: Part Time, Year Round 

Flours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: One teacher for every 6 children. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks & Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We believe that early intervention 
is key. Our teachers are constantly assessing and observing the 
core development of the children with the aim of identifying 
any developmental delay. Parents are informed if outside 
services or testing are recommended. We have a depth of 
professional resources that we can refer to families, if need be. 

Communication between School & Parents: We send most of 
our communication through email. All the teachers and staff 
members have their own email address that all the families 
have access to. We also have a website for the families in our 
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school, where they can see photos of their children each week, 
important announcements, sign up to volunteer or for an 
event, and find the contact information for other families to 
have play-dates or carpools. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Tuition paid in three installments: 

Los Orugas (2 years old) 8:00 -11:30 T/Th $2200 

Los Capullos (3 years old) 8:00-11:30 M/W/F $3000 

Las Mariposas (4 years and up)12:30 - 4:00 M - F $4500 

Additional Fees: None 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We do not offer 
Financial Aid; however, whenever possible we do try and help 
out families who need some assistance. 

Admission Process/Timeline: First, we ask parents to fill out 
a waitlist form on our website to apply to our program. We 
will then reach out to you to schedule a visit at the center. We 
have rolling admissions, so once a spot does become available, 
we reach out to our families on the waitlist to find the right 
age and gender to fill the spot. Most of our spots open up at 
the beginning of the year (September). We send out acceptance 
emails between the months of April and May. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We recommend filling 
out a waitlist form one year prior to when you wish to attend. 
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however, we take applications all time of the year. 

Teacher Education/Background: Teachers range from 
Associates to Masters in Early Childhood Education. All of 
them have, at least, three years of experience working with 
children. 

Environmental Awareness: We separate the garbage: recycle 
and landfill and use towels for the children that are washed 
weekly, instead of using paper. We are trying to use less 
photocopies for projects and use more recycled materials. Most 
of our themes that we study throughout the year are based on 
the care and respect for nature. We have started to grow our 
own garden with the children so they can learn how to take 
care of plants and different vegetables. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Staff Select: First, we receive the applicant's resume and make 
sure the qualifications of the applicant match the position that 
we have available. Secondly, applicants will set up a time to 
have an interview in both Spanish and English. Thirdly, the 
applicants plan a class and visit one of our centers to teach the 
class. During this period, applicants are observed and evaluated 
based on their interactions with the students and other teachers, 
management of the group and teaching techniques. 

Professional Development for Staff: Staff development is a 
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priority. We have staff development day during the year and a 
week of staff development during the summer. This is a time 
where teachers from all of our four Bay Area centers come 
together to talk about the curriculum, new ideas, etc. We also 
have guest speakers on a variety of topics. 

Each week, we also have meetings at each center with the 
Program Director and teachers to discuss the curriculum, 
progress of the children, environment, and other school related 
topics. 

Also, we encourage teachers to further their education by 
taking ECE classes (Literacy, Administration of Curriculum, all 
inclusive education), which are paid for by the program. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our students go on 
to a wide range of independent, parochial and public schools in 
San Francisco. We have traditionally educated many children 
from families interested in language immersion public schools, 
most obviously with a focus in the Spanish. These are among 
the most highly regarded public elementary schools in the city, 
in significant part because of the support and commitment of 
parents. Many independent schools accommodate children 
who are proficient in Spanish with tracked immersion classes, 
and we would expect many of our students to be successful in 
a more advanced language setting. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
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Application Process: We host a Kindergarten Information 
night in the Fall to jumpstart the process and to link families. 
Our administrator informs families of open houses, tours, 
and other pertinent events. Our Program Director is always 
available to meet with families individually to talk through 
the process, advise on different school options and suggest the 
proper fit for your child. 

Throughout the school year, we have two parent/teacher 
conferences, where the head teacher will explain your child's 
assessment. The assessments are based off the teacher's record 
of their thoughtful and constant observation of the children. 
To ensure children are having an age appropriate growth in 
all the areas of development, they are assessed in both English 
and Spanish. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are encouraged to apply 
sunscreen on the children's faces if it is too sunny (we can't 
apply because some are allergic). They are invited to bring hats 
if they desire it. And when teachers go outside they always 
bring cups and water so children are always hydrated. 

Type of Fundraising: None 

Current Parent Review: 

Our son has been at Language in Action for the past year and 
loves it. He can't wait to get there in the morning, leaping in 
the door often forgetting to say goodbye. The teachers and 
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administrators are warm and friendly, and the school has 
a great community spirit. It's a fun place for the children to 
socialize, a focused environment to learn and a creative setting 
for them to develop artistically. And it's all in Spanish. It's 
wonderful to hear the kids recite Spanish poems, sing Spanish 
songs and do Latin American dances at the regular cultural 
celebrations. 


LANGUAGE IN ACTION jHOLAKIDS! 

551 Eureka Street 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

(415) 310-1335 fax: (415) 871-2208 

email: admin@languageinaction.com 

www.languageinaction.com 

Year School Established: 2012 

Director: Belen Ham 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We celebrate multi-cultural learning, bilingualism and the 
development of the whole child. Children at jHolaKids! 
preschools learn through exploration, discovery and play. In 
our classrooms, children are provided with developmentally 
appropriate activities with the goal of constantly challenging 
their abilities and supporting their individual learning process. 
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Our foreign language instruction is grounded in immersion, 
which we believe is the best way for preschoolers to develop 
a long-lasting foundation in any language. We also believe 
that language and culture go hand in hand. Our program 
emphasizes the food, music, dance, traditions and holidays 
of Spanish speaking countries around the world culminating 
in three community wide cultural celebrations each year. 
Since our program uses the best practices of early childhood 
education in a language immersion setting, we strive to develop 
academic readiness for elementary school at a level similar to 
other highly regarded preschools, just with the benefit of full 
language immersion. 

Total Enrollment: 30 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 15 

Age Range: We are proponents of mixed-age preschool 
classrooms because it fosters respect for the learning needs of 
students and it creates a setting where siblings can attend on 
the same days, simplifying family schedules. We have children 
between the ages of 3 and 5. Each child is guided by his or 
her individual readiness, ability and interests, while being 
supported by teachers and students. In addition, older children 
learn by assisting younger children; younger children model 
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behavior by observation of older children. 

There are specific periods during the day where children are 
separated by age groups. For instance, circle time and outdoor 
time is separate since toddlers have a shorter attention span as 
well as different needs in terms of playground equipment and 
age-appropriate activities 

Programs: Full Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks & Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We believe that early intervention 
is key. Our teachers are constantly assessing and observing the 
core development of the children with the aim of identifying 
any developmental delay. Parents are informed if outside 
services or testing are recommended. We have a depth of 
professional resources that we can refer to families, if need be. 

Communication between School & Parents: We send most of 
our communication through email. All the teachers and staff 
members have their own email address that all the families 
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have access to. We also have a website for the families in our 
school, where they can see photos of their children each week, 
important announcements, sign up to volunteer or for an 
event, and find the contact information for other families to 
have play-dates or carpools. 


Tuition for September 2012: 


Tuition paid in three installments: 

T/Th 

M/W/F 

M-F 

Pre School 2 years 

8:30 - 3:30 

$2560 

$3420 

$4965 

Pre School 3 years & 

up 8:30 - 3:30 

$2410 

$3270 

$4815 

AM Extended Care 

8:00 - 8:30 

$150 

$220 

$350 

PM Extended Care 

3:30 - 5:30 

$360 

$525 

$850 

Additional Fees: 





We offer morning and afternoon care. 





T/Th 

M/W/F 

M-F 

AM Extended Care 

8:00 - 8:30 

$150 

$220 

$350 

PM Extended Care 

3:30 - 5:30 

$360 

$525 

$850 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We do not offer 


Financial Aid; however, whenever possible we do try and help 
out families who need some assistance. 

Admission Process/Timeline: First, we ask parents to fill out 
a waitlist form on our website to apply to our program. We 
will then reach out to you to schedule a visit at the center. We 
have rolling admissions, so once a spot does become available, 
we reach out to our families on the waitlist to find the right 
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age and gender to fill the spot. Most of our spots open up at 
the beginning of the year (September). We send out acceptance 
emails between the months of April and May. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We recommend filling 
out a waitlist form one year prior to when you wish to attend. 
However, we take applications all time of the year. 

Teacher Education/Background: Teachers range from 
Associates to Masters in Early Childhood Education. All of 
them have, at least, three years of experience working with 
children. 

Environmental Awareness: We separate the garbage: recycle 
and landfill and use towels for the children that are washed 
weekly, instead of using paper. We are trying to use less 
photocopies for projects and use more recycled materials. Most 
of our themes that we study throughout the year are based on 
the care and respect for nature. We have started to grow our 
own garden and the parents have started to work on a vertical 
garden so we can watch some vegetables grow. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Staff Select: First, we receive the applicant's resume and make 
sure the qualifications of the applicant match the position that 
we have available. Secondly, applicants will set up a time to 
have an interview in both Spanish and English. Thirdly, the 
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applicants plan a class and visit one of our centers to teach the 
class. During this period, applicants are observed and evaluated 
based on their interactions with the students and other teachers, 
management of the group and teaching techniques. 

Professional Development for Staff: Staff development is a 
priority. We have staff development day during the year and a 
week of staff development during the summer. This is a time 
where teachers from all of our four Bay Area centers come 
together to talk about the curriculum, new ideas, etc. We also 
have guest speakers on a variety of topics. 

Each week, we also have meetings at each center with the 
Program Director and teachers to discuss the curriculum, 
progress of the children, environment, and other school related 
topics. 

Also, we encourage teachers to further their education by 
taking ECE classes (Literacy, Administration of Curriculum, all 
inclusive education), which are paid for by the program. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our students go on 
to a wide range of independent, parochial and public schools in 
San Francisco. We have traditionally educated many children 
from families interested in language immersion public schools, 
most obviously with a focus in the Spanish. These are among 
the most highly regarded public elementary schools in the city, 
in significant part because of the support and commitment of 


Preschools SF 


249 


parents. Many independent schools accommodate children 
who are proficient in Spanish with tracked immersion classes, 
and we would expect many of our students to be successful in 
a more advanced language setting. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We host a Kindergarten Information 
night in the Fall to jumpstart the process and to link families. 
Our administrator informs families of open houses, tours, 
and other pertinent events. Our Program Director is always 
available to meet with families individually to talk through 
the process, advise on different school options and suggest the 
proper fit for your child. 

Throughout the school year, we have two parent/ teacher 
conferences, where the head teacher will explain your child's 
assessment. The assessments are based off the teacher's record 
of their thoughtful and constant observation of the children. 
To ensure children are having an age appropriate growth in 
all the areas of development, they are assessed in both English 
and Spanish. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are encouraged to apply 
sunscreen on the children's faces if it is too sunny (we can't 
apply because some are allergic), they are invited to bring hats 
if they desire it. And when teachers go outside they always 
bring cups and water so children are always hydrated. 
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Type of Fundraising: None 
Current Parent Review: 

Our son has been at Language in Action for the past year and 
loves it. He can't wait to get there in the morning, leaping in 
the door often forgetting to say goodbye. The teachers and 
administrators are warm and friendly, and the school has 
a great community spirit. It's a fun place for the children to 
socialize, a focused environment to learn and a creative setting 
for them to develop artistically. And it's all in Spanish. It's 
wonderful to hear the kids recite Spanish poems, sing Spanish 
songs and do Latin American dances at the regular cultural 
celebrations. 


LAURA VICUNA PRE-KINDERGARTEN OF 
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL SCHOOL 

660 Filbert Street 
San Francisco, CA 94 
(415) 296-8549 fax: (415) 421-0217 
email: prek@sspeterpaulsf.org 
www.sspeterpaulsf.org/ prek 

Year School Established: 1987 


Director: Mrs. Barbara Simons 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Laura Vicuna Pre-Kindergarten of Saints Peter and Paul 
School is a state-licensed, non-profit program. The Pre-K staff 
works diligently at creating a nurturing and fun educational 
environment. We are committed to giving each child the very 
best ''first school" experience possible. Our faculty creates a 
safe and stimulating environment for children that provides 
opportunities for them to develop their spiritual, physical, 
emotional, intellectual, social, and creative selves. 

Language development, reading readiness, and beginning 
math skills are a major focus of our program. We work to 
accomplish these goals through art, music, science, language 
arts, and indoor/ outdoor play. Physical education classes, yoga 
instruction, and North Beach walks (including a visit to Liguria 
Bakery to see how focaccia bread is made) help to enhance our 
curriculum. Jazz musicians, beekeepers, and pediatricians are 
examples of visitors that enrich our program. 

As we are a feeder program into Saints Peter and Paul School, 
we are paired with eighth grade partners who help their young 
buddies with fun projects during the year. This partnership also 
allows us to partake in activities such as the annual Columbus 
Day Bazaar and Christmas Program. 

Total Enrollment: 25 


Number of Classrooms: 1 
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Class Size: 25 

Age Range: 3.8 - 5 years 

Programs: Full Time and School Year Calendar 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM, After School Care 
until 5:30 PM for an additional $200 per month 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6, 1:8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We do not provide early 
intervention services, but we do inform parents of options that 
are available from professional specialists. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
via in-person conversations (before and after school), notes sent 
home, emails, and phone calls. We also hold formal teacher- 
parent conferences in early February. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

$9,750 for the school year. 

$200 monthly for after school care until 5:30 PM. 
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Additional Fees: 

Lunch is available for purchase. 

After school care - available for $200 monthly. 

One-time registration and supply fee - $800 
Fundraising fees are approximately - $300 

Average Yearly Increase: 5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Partial tuition 
assistance is available on a case-by-case basis. An annual walk- 
a-thon is held each May to raise funds for this purpose. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Applications are made available 
each January for the upcoming school year. Applications are 
due in early March, and parents are notified of acceptance by 
the end of March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications are only 
available in January for September admission. It is important 
to apply early, as we are usually at capacity by April. 

Teacher Education/Background: Every teacher has a Bachelors 
degree, two are credentialed. Director has a Masters in Early 
Childhood Education. 

Environmental Awareness: We recycle in the classroom. 
Also, our school plant has had a composting program for 
several years. We do a unit on recycling and caring for our 
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neighborhood. We take an annual trip to Crissy Field to study 
nature. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 9 years 

Staff Select: We are fortunate that our teacher turn-over is 
very low. When we do hire new staff, we select based on the 
candidate's performance in interviews, class sessions, and 
background checks. 

Professional Development for Staff: Staff are able to attend 
professional workshops on different learning styles, art 
techniques, and early reading. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Saints Peter and 
Paul School, Yick Wo Elementary, and a variety of other public 
and private schools 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We exist primarily as a feeder program 
for Saints Peter and Paul K-8 Elementary School. Children 
who attend our Pre-K are accepted into Saints Peter and Paul 
School (with director's approval). Recommendations for other 
schools are completed by the director when requested. 

Sun Safety Approach: We encourage parents to put sunscreen 
on their children. However, our play yard offers lots of shade. 
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Type of Fundraising: We have an annual Columbus Day 
Bazaar in October, as well as a spring fundraiser in conjunction 
with Saints Peter and Paul School. We also have a walk-a-thon 
in May to fund tuition assistance. 

Current Parent Review: 

Parent A: I can't say enough positive things about Laura Vicuna. 
Director Barbara Simons and her teachers are wonderful. We 
will soon have sent all of our four children here. This Pre-K 
is every parent's dream. The parent community is a dynamic 
and diverse group. Barbara and the teachers are professional, 
experienced, caring, intelligent, and loving individuals. The 
program provides the skills needed to thrive in kindergarten 
and beyond. The children have fun while learning social 
interaction skills, manners, ABCs, numbers, early handwriting 
and while making amazing art projects. Also, the Pre-K 
communicates well with parents every day. Hats off to Laura 
Vicuna! 

Parent B: I truly can't say enough positive things about Laura 
Vicuna Pre-K Program at Sts. Peter and Paul's Elementary 
School in North Beach, SF. Barbara Simons, The Pre-K director, 
is just wonderful, as are her assistant teachers. We have sent 
three out of our four kids here and plan to send our last child 
as soon as he is of age. Laura Vicuna is basically every parent's 
dream. The parent community is amazing; some of my closest 
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friends to date. It's a dynamic and diverse group of parents 
all with similar goals and values; to provide their children 
with a safe, fun loving, learning environment. Barbara and 
her assistant teachers are all professional, experienced in 
teaching, caring, intelligent, and loving individuals. They all 
have the same priority at all times; the children! The program 
is well structured; providing the fundamental skills to thrive 
in kindergarten and beyond. The ratios are great; safety is 
never an issue. The program is very organized; parents are 
always kept in the loop on day-to-day basis. Mrs. Simmons 
responds readily to email and phone calls. The emphasis for 
the children is one based on having fun while at the same time 
the children are learning social skills, manners, ABCs, numbers, 
basics in handwriting, making amazing art projects, and most 
importantly having social interaction with their peers. When 
our son, who currently attends the program, isn't there he asks: 
"Can we go visit Mrs. Simmons?" Seeing his smile at the end 
of the school day, or him telling me all about his day says it all 
for me as a parent. Hats off to Laura Vicuna and its staff! 


LAUREL HILL NURSERY SCHOOL 

401 Euclid Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
(415)751-8784 fax: (415) 751-0175 
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email: maria@laurelhill.org 
www.laurelhill.org 

Year School Established: 1946 

Director: Maria Chew 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Established in 1946, Laurel Hill is one of the oldest and largest 
parent-participation, cooperative nursery schools in San 
Francisco. At Laurel Hill we provide a rich, stimulating, and 
safe environment where the children learn through play. 

Our member families fulfill required participation respon¬ 
sibilities, and by doing so allow us to offer an unrivaled 
experience at extremely affordable rates. But more important 
than the financial benefits, participating at Laurel Hill allows 
you to connect with an incredible community. You'll know 
you children's friends and teachers intimately, and have the 
satisfaction of being truly involved in you child's first foray 
into the school environment. 

Located in the Laurel Heights neighborhood of San Francisco, 
Laurel Hill has a phenomenal facility with four separate 
classrooms opening onto an enormous multi-level outdoor 
play space with areas for biking, digging, gardening, climbing, 
making art and more. 


Total Enrollment: 90 
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Number of Classrooms: 4 
Class Size: 14 
Age Range: 

Preschool: 2 year 9 months - 5 years 

Pre-K: turning 5 between June and January 31st 

Programs: School Year Calendar and Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? We support families as needed. 
Snacks & Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We are affiliated with the San 
Francisco Council of Parent Participatory Nursery Schools, 
which provides support from a variety of professionals 
including Speech, Occupational Therapy, Psychotherapists 
and Psychiatrists. 

Communication between School & Parents: Member families 
are intimately involved in their child's education. At Laurel 
Hill, you will not only get to see your children in action, you 
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get to learn from a wide variety of other parents. Parents work 
closely with child's teacher and have two formal parent/ 
teacher conferences per year. Parents also attend regular Parent 
Education meetings. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Preschool $341 a month for five day a week program. 

Pre-K $441 a month for five day a week program. 

Additional Fees: Extended Care $7.80 an hour contracted or 
$12.00 per hour drop in. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3-4% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Families may apply 
for financial aide once they are enrolled in our program. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Families wishing to apply must 
first attend a school tour. Call the school for an appointment. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Preference is given 
to our current members, then siblings of current members 
and then alumni. After that we do try to stay in the order of 
applications filed, though we reserve the right to diversify 
for age and gender. The parents are not interviewed and the 
children are not asked to come in for a play date. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies. 
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Environmental Awareness: Our families enjoy several 
wonderful gardens throughout the school. The children are 
able to interact directly with herb, vegetable, butterfly and 
flower gardens. Food scraps are placed in our worm bin and 
the resulting compost feeds our gardens. We also have a large 
compost are for non food items. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10 years 

Staff Select: Positions are first posted within our community 
and the to the general public. The director works with the 
Personnel Chair person to select staff. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. Our staff receives 
professional development twice a year and as opportunities 
arise. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our alumni attend 
a wide variety of elementary schools both public and private. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We offer each family individual support 
to assist them through the kindergarten application process. 

Sun Safety Approach: Families apply sunscreen their 
children before the start of the school day. Teachers reapply as 
necessary. 
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Type of Fundraising: Our school is funded by tuition and 
fundraising. 

Current Parent Review: 

Laurel Hill Nursery School does an amazing job of celebrating 
children and all that they can be! 

My older daughter started at Laurel Hill at exactly 2 years 
9 months old. She is my "more reserved" daughter, but still 
rolled up her sleeves and embraced all that Laurel Hill had 
to offer. She'd paint windows, paper, her arms, rocks and the 
fence. She'd play the piano, dance with the music teacher, pick 
flowers and read books. Most importantly, she got sandy and 
wet on days she wanted to and other days she'd put on dress 
up clothes or dance in the rain. 

With amazing teachers, an unbelievable outdoor space, an 
art teacher, music teacher and PreK program. Laurel Hill has 
nourished my now almost Kindergarten student. Knowing 
she will soon have homework makes me feel even better that 
the years she was able to focus on playing at Laurel Hill were 
priceless. My second daughter is in the middle of her first year 
at Laurel Hill and is enjoying it as much as big sis. What an 
amazing community to be a part of. 
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LEARNING BRIDGE PRESCHOOL 

1050 Kirkham Street 

San Francisco, CA 94122 

(415)753-1802 fax:(415)753-1802 

email: learningbridgepreschool@hotmail.com 

Year School Established: 1983 

Director: jane Cole 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Learning Bridge is a child development center dedicated 
to helping children develop self-esteem through physical, 
language and cognitive skills with an emphasis on social and 
communication skills. 

Each child is encouraged to participate in the daily activities: 
free play, circle time, art based on the weekly theme, book¬ 
reading time, snack, outside play in the 3 level back yard, and 
lunch time. 

Children who stay for nap listen to music, rest their bodies, 
arise for afternoon exercise outside, snack time and free play. 

Dance class is available for all students on a weekly basis and 
a gymnastics class is held once a month. 

Pre-K children receive attention on achieving the skills 
necessary to have a successful kindergarten experience. The 
Pre-K children have fun on field trips during the summer 
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months. 

The Learning Bridge offers three parties/potlucks per year 
where the Pre-K children are featured in entertainment for the 
parents. There are many events throughout the year where 
parents are invited to come into the school to attend a holiday 
event and to share lunch with the students and teachers. 

We have fun! 

Total Enrollment: 26 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: The average class size is about 10 students per 
class. 

Age Range: 2 years 9 months to 5 years 11 months 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, and Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30AM - 6:00PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: Ratio is 1 to 6. We have two Director- 
qualified teachers in the morning along with two other teachers 
who have 12 plus ECE units. A teacher's aide is also added to 
the ratio. Children receive much attention! 


Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
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Is Potty Training Provided? Yes, we help the parents with 
potty training. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

7:30 AM - 6:00 PM Monthly 
$1250.00 - 5 days per week 
$1090.00 - 4 days per week 
$ 915.00 - 3 days per week 
$ 650.00 - 2 days per week 

8:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
$ 945.00 per month - 5 days per week 
$ 57.50 per day - less than 5 days per week 

12:30 PM-6:00 PM 
$ 54.50 per day 

2:30 PM - 5:30 PM 
$ 37.00 per day 

Additional Fees: $11 an hour for extended time. 

Average Yearly Increase: 5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: All applications are processed 
by March 31st every year. Enrollment Acceptance Forms are 
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mailed out. All parents who wish to remain on the waiting 
list are put on a group email and emails are sent out with 
updates. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Most parents submit 
application forms about a year and a half before the desired 
admission. 

Teacher Education/Background: 3 Director qualified teachers 
and one Site Supervisor 

Average Teacher Tenure: The Program Director has been with 
the school for 11 years, and other teachers on an average have 
been with the school for 4 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Jefferson and 
Alice Fong Yu are local schools. St. Gabriel, St. Monica, St. 
Anne, St. Cecilia, Clarendon, Presidio Hill, Grattan, Miraloma, 
John Muir, New Traditions, Katherine Delmar Burke, French 
American, and San Francisco School 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Yes, the Parents Group holds yearly 
meetings and pass out information that parents have acquired 
about local schools, public and private schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

To all the incredible Teachers. 
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Tom and I just wanted to thank you, for creating such a warm, 
loving and secure environment for Jonathan. Learning Bridge 
has been such a perfect fir for us, and I just want you all to 
know how much we value the work you do every day—it is 
reflected in the confidence of the children. We truly will miss 
this special place after Jonathan graduates. 

Kathy 


LITTLE BEAR SCHOOL 

65 Ocean Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94112 

(415) 239-2220 email: betsey@littlebearschool.com 
www. 1 i ttlebearschool .com 

Year School Established: 1983 

Director: Betsey Brown 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Little Bear School is an open-structured, play-based school. Our 
curriculum is based on the idea that bright, creative children 
are happiest when provided with a variety of interesting 
choices, and then allowed to linger and play with what they 
have chosen until they feel a sense of completion. 

Our lesson plans are based on monthly themes, such as 
dinosaurs or space. Books, discussions, projects, toys, and 
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other equipment relating to that theme are available during 
the month. There is one large field trip each month to a place 
associated with the theme. In addition, dance, tumbling, and 
yoga classes are a weekly part of our curriculum. 

We offer opportunities for individual, small, and large group 
activities. Each activity is planned to encourage development 
of the whole child, including physical, emotional, social, and 
creative development. We encourage exploration and strive to 
lay the foundation for self confidence while helping each child 
develop a lifelong love of learning. 

Total Enrollment: 90 

Number of Classrooms: 3 

Class Size: 24 - 30 

Age Range: 2.9 (and potty trained) - 6 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, and 
Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 or better 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
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Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We do not have a specialist on staff, 
so we prefer not to make assessments ourselves. However, we 
sometimes make recommendations for formal assessment. We 
also work with speech therapists, occupational therapists, and 
other specialists to ensure that every child in our care receives 
the care that they need. 

Communication between School & Parents: We have Yahoo 
groups for each of the classes as well as the whole school. These 
are used for school-parent, parent-school, and parent-parent 
communication. We do lots of informal check ins at drop off and 
pick up and are happy to schedule more formal conferencing 
when requested. We also try to put out a newsletter at least 
a few times a year, and send home notes and flyers about 
important events. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

3 days - $900 

4 days-$1100 

5 days - $1300 

Discounted rates are available for families who pay for the 
year in one, two, or three installments. 

Additional Fees: 

$150 Application Fee 
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$500 Facilities Fee (charged once per child) 
approximately $200 Field Trip Fee (calculated annually based 
on the number of children enrolled and the field trips that are 
planned) 

Average Yearly Increase: We do not have a standard yearly 
increase. When the economy is good, we might raise tuition 
$25 - $50 per month. However, in tough economic times, we 
have sometimes held off on raising tuition for a year or two at 
a time. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We fundraise 
every year for our scholarship program. This year was the first 
year we were able to offer scholarships. Our scholarship fund 
was able to grant two 50% scholarships this year, and next year, 
we are granting three! We also accept families who receive 
funding from the Children's Council of San Francisco. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Call us to sign up for an 
information meeting with 10-12 other families. After the info 
meeting, we will schedule a time for you to come back with 
your child. At the second visit, you will have the opportunity 
to meet some of the teachers and observe a classroom while 
your child plays with the toys and participates in some fun 
activities. From there, you may submit your application. 
Acceptance is based on our observation of your child and a 
reference check. 
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We offer rolling enrollment. This means acceptances are sent 
out as soon as an application has been fully processed. We do 
not hold applications or keep a waiting list for future years. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Enrollment starts in 
October for the following fall. 

Teacher Education/Background: Minimum 12 units of Early 
Childhood Education 

Environmental Awareness: We sort our waste into garbage, 
recycling, and compost, and teach the children which is which. 
We also have a zero waste lunch policy (which means that 
we send home all lunch waste) and every child is assigned a 
washable plastic cup to use for the year. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 9 years (as of 2011 - 2012 school 
year) 

Staff Select: We are a family business, and many of the teachers 
here are family or close friends. When we are in need of a new 
teacher, we generally ask our current staff if they know anyone 
who might be a good fit. These potential applicants are asked 
to come volunteer or work as substitute teachers until we get 
a good sense of who they are, how they are with children, and 
how well they incorporate our philosophies into their teaching 
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style. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. In addition to 
encouraging teachers to continue their formal education, 
training happens on an ongoing basis. We provide regular 
trainings on specific skills and strategies, and our team teaching 
approach means that all of the teachers collaborate and give 
one another feedback daily. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Synergy, San 
Francisco Day, Clarendon, Adda Clevenger, Live Oak, 
Miraloma, Rooftop, Buena Vista, and many more. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We host one or more kindergarten 
information nights at the school (organized by parents). In 
addition, many of the staff are happy to offer guidance and 
support throughout the kindergarten application process. 

Sun Safety Approach: We sunscreen the children if we are 
spending extended periods of time in the sun. Several of the 
children bring their own sunscreen, and we keep our own 
supply as well. There are sunny and shady areas on our 
playgrounds, and the children are allowed to choose where 
they play. 

Type of Fundraising: We generally host a couple of fundraisers 
every year to raise money for specific needs and for our 
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scholarship fund. 

Current Parent Review: 

Little Bear School is a gem. It offers the perfect mix that allows 
kids to play freely, but still has structure and continuity. 

I'm amazed by how much my kids have learned at Little Bear. 
The kids learn through music, reading, art, and field trips; and 
the social skills my kids have acquired there are priceless! 

While the curriculum and structure is fantastic, what really 
make Little Bear special, are the teachers. They are nurturing, 
patient, engaging, fun, thoughtful and attentive. What's more, 
the teachers communicate with each other so they all know 
what is going on with your child. 


LITTLE CHILDREN'S DEVELOPMENTAL 
CENTER 

1223 Webster Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
415-921 -5517 fax: 415-921-5459 
email: stefaniekchan@yahoo.com 
http://lcdcsf.org 

Year School Established: 1982/non-profit 1994 


Director: Stefanie K Chan 


Preschools SF 


273 


Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Little Children's Developmental Center is dedicated 
to providing safe, secure, stimulating, and age-appropriate 
developmental activities in a nurturing environment for 
children between the ages of two and five. We view every 
child in our program as an extension of the community. We 
know that by supporting and promoting children's cognitive, 
physical, language and social/emotional development, not 
only do we strengthen the child, we also strengthen the family 
and the community. We train our teachers to work with each 
child according to his or her optimal learning style. Children 
learn differently: some are auditory learners, some are visual 
learners and some are kinesthetic learners. At this early stage 
of development, it is crucial to engage children and structure 
learning programs that support their individual needs. 

Total Enrollment: 19 

Number of Classrooms: One, there are three groups of children 
according to their age 

Class Size: Group size is 5/6 

Age Range: 2 to 5 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: M-F, 7:00AM - 6:00PM 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: There are three full time teachers and 1 
part time assistant. Teacher to child ratio is 1 to 4/5. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No, but needs to be in pull- 
ups. 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: $1,200 full time 
Additional Fees: None 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: LCDC offers 
partial scholarships to families who qualify. 

Admission Process/Timeline: There's a $50.00 non-refundable 
application fee. Slots are usually available around mid- 
August. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? 6 months 

Teacher Education/Background: Degreed and Certified by 
State of California 

Average Teacher Tenure: 2 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Both private and 
public schools. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: During the month of November, 
workshops and flyers will be posted to inform parents 
regarding the public school application process. The director 
also personally speaks/assists parents during the process. The 
school also receives flyers from private schools and will assist 
the parents who are interested in enrolling their children in 
these schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

LCDC is a friendly, safe and nurturing preschool. Both my boys 
love the teachers, their friends and all the activities. The school 
organizes relevant and engaging speakers (police in schools, 
small animals, fun field trips. Nutcracker and Lawrence Hall of 
Science in Berkeley and health screenings from public nurse.) 
The director tries to promote community through monthly 
parent meetings focused around child rearing. I love LCDC, 
but most importantly, my kids do!! 

C Taylor 


LITTLE SCHOOL, THE 

1520 Lyon Street 

(415) 567-0430 fax: (415) 567-1034 
email: info@littleschool.org 
www.littleschool.org 
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Year School Established: 1984 
Director. Leslie Roffman 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Little School is a relationship-based, inclusive preschool. 
The Little School is committed to providing individualized, 
quality attention to children, families and staff and to helping 
each segment of our community grow in their ability to 
communicate and respect one another. 

The Little School's philosophy - that relationships are the key 
to learning and that each child thrives from individualized 
attention - is not just an idea. Each classroom, each teacher, 
the school environment, every moment of a day, expresses our 
commitment to knowing children and families as individuals, 
and using relationships to guide the learning process. 

The authentic, joyous relationships at the heart of our program 
open up a world of exploration to preschoolers. Through this 
collaborative lens, children acquire the basic building blocks 
of life-long learning: joy, curiosity, confidence, initiative and 
collaboration. 

Our focus on learning goes far beyond pre-academic learning. 
We are intentional teachers throughout a child's day whether 
they are just arriving in the morning, playing in the yard, 
working on a project or listening to a story. We look for how 
we can help children make meaning out of their experience. 
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explore the questions they have about the world, and take 
initiative in their own learning process. The environment 
offers inviting opportunities for investigation and exploration 
with materials, with their own bodies, and through dramatic 
play. Children gain critical thinking skills, self-knowledge, self¬ 
regulation, social and problem solving skills as they leap, roll, 
build, muck about, talk, think, stretch themselves and learn 
what it means to be a friend. 

Total Enrollment: 110 

Number of Classrooms: 3 + separate gross motor room, 
sensory room, and art studio 

Class Size: 13 - 21 children 

Age Range: 2-6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: Average 1:6 but varies depending on 
the needs of the class 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 


Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 
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Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We are an inclusion program. 
We learn about individual children through a developmental 
sensory lens, and we support their individual needs. We have 
staff with extensive training in special education supports and 
strategies, and our staff includes a Support Teacher who is 
assigned to a morning and afternoon class each year dependent 
on the needs of that class. We strive to include children with a 
wide variety of developmental profiles at Little School. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
daily at drop off and pick up times, regularly via email 
and phone conversations (teachers have time off the floor 
daily for this), weekly newsletters from each class and the 
administration, and through bi-annual conferences. There 
are many other opportunities for meetings with teachers and 
administrators throughout the year, especially for families of 
children receiving additional support. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

2 year old program - $6,610 

3 year old program - $8,320 

M - F AM and M - F PM (4.2 - 5 year olds) - $13,510 
Transitional Kindergarten - $13,860 
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Additional Fees: 

$150 new material fee 
$50 application fee 

Early Morning Care 8:30 - 9:15 - $189 school year/ day* 
Extended Morning Care 8:45 -12:30 or 1:30 -$836 school year/ 
day* 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:45 - $378 school year/ day* 

Extended Afternoon Care 12:45 - 4:30 - $864 school year/ day* 
Extended Afternoon Care 12:45 - 5:30 - $1,071 school year/ 
day* 

Late Afternoon Care 4:30 - 5:30 - $288 school year/ day* 

*This is the cost for one day for the entire school year (September 
- first week of June). 

Average Yearly Increase: 4% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, families can 
apply for discounted tuition. Some families pay as little as 
$5 per month while others receive a discount on their tuition 
ranging from 10% - 90%. A family continues to receive a 
discount on their tuition as long as their situation remains the 
same. Discounted tuition also applies to extended care and 
summer program costs for those who need it. Approximately 
20% of Little School families received a discount on their tuition 
this year. 

Admission Process/Timeline: The Little School generally has 
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openings for two, three, four and five year olds. The first step 
in the admissions process at Little School is to attend one of our 
tours. Applications can only be obtained at a tour. To qualify 
for a September admission, applications must be received by 
a specified date the prior December and at least one parent or 
guardian must attend a tour. Admissions decisions are mailed 
out the first week of March. Families who are not admitted will 
be given the option to keep their application active for future 
years. 

There is no deadline to apply to the Transitional Kindergarten 
program, although families who have signed up and/or 
attended an orientation by mid-January for the following 
September have an advantage in the admissions process. 
You will receive our admissions decisions sometime during 
March. 

Summer school admission is a separate process. You do 
not need to attend the preschool to be a part of the summer 
program, although priority is given to the current or newly 
enrolled students. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We encourage families 
to apply the year before the year of admissions they are seeking. 
For example, if you are interested in having your child begin 
in 2013 - 2014, your application should be on file with us by 
December 2012. There is no advantage or disadvantage to 
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submitting an application early. 

Teacher Education/Background: All teachers are fully 
credentialed ECE teachers and four have Master's degrees. Our 
teachers come from a wide variety of backgrounds, ethnicities, 
race, class, sexual orientations, and religions and bring 
their unique strengths, talents and perspectives to the staff 
community. We have four male teachers among the 17 teachers 
and four teachers have been here for 20 years or more. 

Environmental Awareness: We have a group of parents who 
sit on our Greening Committee, responsible for guiding us in 
our initiative to be a green school. We recycle and compost 
in classrooms and throughout the school and use reusable or 
compostable plates and utensils for all school events. We use 
Earth Baby diapers and California Baby sunscreen, and we 
seek the committee's input on any changes or renovations we 
make to our building and grounds to ensure that we use the 
least harmful materials possible. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10 years 

Staff Select: Based on background, experience, values and 
philosophy of teaching, reflective style, and practice teach 
opportunities. 
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Professional Development for Staff: Yes, daily reflective 
time off the floor and staff development and training through 
ongoing school-wide initiatives, workshops, and conferences. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: The Little School 
alumni move on to a wide range of public, parochial and 
independent school. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents attend an introduction covering 
the independent and public school process. The director meets 
individually with parents to discuss the child, what parents 
value and what schools to explore. Individual meetings occur 
again once parents have toured schools. Periodic bulletins 
offer tips and information about public and private processes. 
The group meets in February to practically and emotionally 
prepare for March results. Throughout, the intent is to provide 
individualized support, information and guidance to help 
parents go through the process with integrity and sanity intact 
and their ability to make good decisions for their children at 
the fore. 

Sun Safety Approach: We encourage families to apply 
sunscreen daily at drop off, and we stock California Baby 
sunscreen on site. We apply sunscreen throughout the day, 
taking families preferences for product use into account. 

Type of Fundraising: We use a variety of techniques: annual fund. 
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annual school auction (100% of proceeds benefit discounted 
tuition), individual family donations and endowments. 

Current Parent Review: 

Our daughter has thrived at The Little School. My partner and 
I can't imagine a more vibrant, creative, nurturing place for 
her. The teaching staff has helped us become better parents, 
and has risen to the challenges of offered by our diverse family 
with expertise and enthusiasm. Our daughter is on par with or 
ahead of her peers at more traditionally academic schools, and 
the play-based, relationship-focused, and problem-solving 
approaches have made her a balanced and resourceful child 
who knows how to learn. Most importantly, she feels loved 
and understood there, for exactly who she is. 


LITTLE STAR PRESCHOOL 

2540 Taraval Street 
San Francisco, CA 94116 
(415)753-3442 fax:(415)759-9348 
email: littlestarpreschooltoo@gmail.com 
www.littlestarpreschoolsf.com 

Year School Established: 1984 


Director: Ellen Dizon 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: Little Star offers a comprehensive 
and well-balanced program based on the developmental needs 
of the "whole child." A nurturing, flexible and well-planned 
program includes teacher-directed activities as well as time 
for individual exploration and free play. At Little Star, the 
learning process is always in a happy and stimulating learning 
environment. We offer a year round program, meals, field trips, 
second language instruction in Cantonese or Tagalog and an 
Ethnic Performing Arts Dance Program. 

Total Enrollment: 45 

Number of Classrooms: One 

Class Size: 45 

Age Range: 2 1/2-6 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:15 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:11 

Must Children be Potty Trained? #2 yes, #1 in pull-ups, 
additional $50 per month 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 


Snacks & Lunch: Yes 
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Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: Yes, in collaboration with the SF 
Unified School District. 

Communication between School & Parents: Face-to-face, 
notes, mass emailing 

Tuition for September 2012: 

F / T - $935 
MWF - $780 
TTH - $700 

Additional Fees: Field trips 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tour of the school with child. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? At least one year in 
advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: Degree in Child 
Development 

Environmental Awareness: We recycle and compost with the 
children at school. 


Field Trips: Yes 
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Average Teacher Tenure: 8+ years 

Staff Select: Previous early childhood experience and 
education. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. Staff attend annual 
early childhood conferences and workshops. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Public & private 
schools in the neighborhood 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: There is an annual meeting with a 
representation from the SFUSD and Parent's Place. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are encouraged and reminded 
to apply sunscreen on the children. 

Type of Fundraising: All money from fundraisers is used 
to charter buses for field trips. Our fundraising includes - 
cookie dough sale, gift-wrap fundraiser and Silent Auction of 
children's art work and photos. 

Current Parent Review: 

This is a school you must visit, just walk into the doors and 
you'll be very impressed 

with the teachers, activities and program. They really take 
good care of the kids and 
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get them ready for kindergarten. 


LITTLE STAR PRESCHOOL "TOO" 

1105 Quintara Street 
(415)731-7933 fax:(415)759-9348 
email: littlestarpreschooltoo@gmail.com 
www.littlestarpreschoolsf.com 

Year School Established: 1995 

Director: Sharon Moy 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Little Star Preschool "Too" offers a comprehensive and well- 
balanced program based on the developmental needs of the 
"whole child." A nurturing, flexible and well-planned program 
include teacher-directed activities as well as time for individual 
exploration and free play. At Little Star, the learning process 
is always in a happy and stimulating learning environment. 
We offer a year round program, meals, field trips, and second 
language instruction in Cantonese, Mandarin or Tagalog. 

Total Enrollment: 96 

Number of Classrooms: Two 


Class Size: 36/60 
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Age Range: 21/2-6 

Programs: Full Time, Part l ime, and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:15 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1-12 ratio 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: Yes, in collaboration with the 
SFUSD. 

Communication between School & Parents: Face-to-face, 
notes and emails 

Tuition for September 2012: 

F/T - $960 
MWF - $800 
TTH - $720 

Additional Fees: Field trips 
Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 
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Admission Process/Timeline: Tour of the school with child. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? At least one year in 
advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: Degree in Child 
Development 

Environmental Awareness: We teach and practice recycling 
and composting at school. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 12+ years 

Staff Select: Previous teaching experience and education 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. Staff attend annual 
early childhood conferences and workshops. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Public & private 
schools in the neighborhood. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: There is an annual meeting with a 
representative from the SFUSD and Parent's Place. 

Sun Safety Approach: We encourage and remind parents to 
apply sunscreen as needed. 

Type of Fundraising: All money from fundraisers is used to 
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charter buses for field trips. Our fundraising includes - cookie 
dough sale, gift-wrap fundraiser. Silent Auction of children's 
artwork and photos. 

Current Parent Review: 

My third child is attending Little Star now. She, along with all 
the other kids, are always happy and well taken care of. They 
make learning fun for the kids. 


LONE MOUNTAIN CHILDREN'S CENTER 

1806 Belles Street 

San Francisco, CA 94129 

(415) 876-0057 fax: (415) 876-0058 

email: lonemountaincc@aol.com 

www.lonemountain.org 

Year School Established: 1974 

Director: Jacque Grillo 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Lone Mountain Children's Center was established as private, 
non-profit preschool in 1974. We offer a developmental, theme- 
based preschool program for children age two years and seven 
months through five years and six months. During more than 
a quarter century. Lone Mountain has served scores of San 
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Francisco children and their families. Lone Mountain was one 
of the first preschools in San Francisco to establish a transitional 
Pre-Kindergarten program for four and five year old children. 

Lone Mountain occupies a beautifully refurbished and spacious 
building on the grounds of The Presidio of San Francisco, just 
inside the 15th Avenue Gate at Lake Street. Our facility has an 
adjacent outdoor play area. 

Our philosophy is to meet and accept each child as he or she 
comes to us. We work to build on a child's developmental 
strengths, while giving special attention to those areas, which 
are less strong. We believe that when a child is provided 
the opportunity to preserve and enhance a positive sense of 
self, then the essential foundation for all learning and self- 
actualization has been established. We strive to ensure that 
each child has a positive first school experience, and leaves us 
well prepared and eager to meet life's further adventures. 

The Program 

Lone Mountain offers three distinct programs, each appropriate 
to a different chronological group: A Tuesday-Thursday 
morning program, a Monday-Wednesday-Friday morning 
program, and an every afternoon Pre-Kindergarten program. 
Each class has between twenty-seven and thirty-two children, 
and is taught by three certified teachers and two assistants. 
Although each of the three levels has individual integrity, and 
about half the children we serve are with us for only one or two 
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years, it is the entire three years program that comprises the 
school's unique and comprehensive educational experience. 

The program is designed to be nurturing, creative and fun, in 
a context that honors structure and develops self-discipline. 
Each of the three levels actively supports and cultivates a 
child's social, cognitive, physical, emotional and language 
development, utilizing an array of primarily experiential and 
hands-on educational techniques. In addition, the school offers 
a curriculum that is unique to Lone Mountain in both approach 
and degree of sophistication. By the culmination of the three 
year program. Lone Mountain students have been exposed, in 
an age-appropriate manner, to most of the traditional academic 
disciplines: Art, Music, Science, History, Sociology, Geography, 
Psychology, World Religions, etc. Our hope is to inspire a life¬ 
long fascination with learning and discovery. 

Lone Mountain graduates are exceptionally well prepared for 
the challenges of elementary education. Our students have 
successfully matriculated to the full range of San Francisco 
Independent, parochial and public schools. 

Total Enrollment: 90 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 30 

Age Range: 2 years 7 months to 5 years 5 months 
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Programs: Part Time 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

T & Th morning - $502/month, $5,020/year 
M-W-F morning - $727/month, $7,270/year 
Pre-K (5 day afternoon) - $1030/month, $10,300/year 

Average Yearly Increase: 4% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Requests for 
tuition assistance are considered on an individual basis and 
are at the discretion of the director with input from the Board 
of Directors. 

Admission Process/Timeline: After siblings and legacies, who 
are given first consideration, enrollment is decided on a first- 
come first-serve basis according to the child's age at the point of 
application. An attempt is made to balance each of the classes 
with boys and girls. There is a non-refundable application fee. 
Parents are invited to tour the school given by the Director 
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once a child's name comes to the top of the wait list. If the class 
fills before we reach your child's name on the wait list you will 
be notified by mail and given the opportunity to remain on the 
wait list for future enrollment. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Parents are encouraged 
to apply within two months after birth for our entry-level 
(Tuesday-Thursday morning) program. For our Pre-K class 
parents are encouraged to call a year prior to enrollment. 

Teacher Education/Background: Certified and Credentialed 

Environmental Awareness: Snacks are organic. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 14 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our students 
attend the full range of Bay Area Independent, parochial 
and public schools. About 75% matriculate to Independent 
Schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: The director meets with each family 
individually multiple times to provide information, guidance 
and support through the process. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are responsible for applying 
sunscreen to their child. Our outdoor area has shade. 
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Type of Fundraising: Annual Fund 
Current Parent Review: 

Lone Mountain Children's Center is a magical place. Its primary 
goal is to instill in children a love of learning, and in our three 
years there, we have witnessed this miracle come alive each day. 
From a parent's perspective, sending the children to LMCC is 
free from any worry - the teachers are so experienced and wise 
that every eventuality is handled smoothly, confidently, and 
professionally. The teachers are also smart, savvy, thoughtful, 
and loving. They seem always to be in control and they clearly 
love creating a genuine sense of community. Thanks to LMCC, 
we believe our daughter is more social, more understanding, 
more confident, and more eager to learn. We feel blessed to 
have found such a place and think it will be such a gift to our 
other two children to "grow up" at Lone Mountain. 

Kelly 


MARINA CHILDREN'S CENTER 

3219 A Laguna Street 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

(415) 931-0833 email: teresa@marinachildren.com 
www.marinachildren.com 


Year School Established: 2000 
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Director: Cameron Martin Director, Teresa Martin Director of 
Admission 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We are a small center located in the Marina District of San 
Francisco. We focus on an environmental curriculum, which 
incorporates experiences in science, math, bilingual language 
and art. We teach and encourage each child to be an active part 
of our community. The child will develop an understanding 
that everyone can become involved and each person will make 
a difference in our world. Through age-appropriate activities, 
each child can master skills in the area of communication, 
cognitive and physical development, and social interaction. By 
experiencing success in each of these areas, a child becomes 
more confident and self-reliant. These positive learning 
experiences at an early age contribute to the child's sense of 
self and emotional well-being. 

Total Enrollment: Up to 44 students 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: Approximately 8 children per group 

Age Range: 2 years 6 months to 5 years old. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, and 
Summer Program 
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Hours of Operation: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. with 
extended care from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m. 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1 teacher per 6-8 children 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: Tuition for September 2010 ranges 
from $520 to $1300 per month. 

Additional Fees: Additional fees include the optional Extended 
Care, which ranges from $80 to $200 per month, $100 yearly art 
and activity fee, and a $50 continuing student fee. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: There is currently 
no financial aid or tuition assistance available. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We begin the admission process 
in mid February for the following fall session, beginning with 
returning students and siblings and then working through our 
applications on hand. We usually complete the application 
process by May. We have rolling admission. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We suggest you 
join us for one of our monthly tours and submit your child's 
application at least 1 to 2 years in advance. We are one of the 
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few fully licensed, full day preschools in SF. Our space fills 
rapidly with working parents in need of full day programs. 

Teacher Education/Background: The staff consists of five 
teachers, all of whom have been teaching between 5-30 years. 
They have completed ECE units, are CPR/First-Aid certified, 
and several are bi-lingual in Spanish. Ms. Cameron Martin 
holds a BA from SFSU, certified through the Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing, and is a qualified Director through the 
State of California and a member of NAEYC. 

Average Teacher Tenure: We are very fortunate that our 
teachers have been with us from 5 to 10 years and have had no 
recent movement in staffing. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: With our 
location in the Marina District, the majority of our students 
enter kindergarten in the Marina/Pacific Heights area of San 
Francisco. Our students and their needs are very diversified 
and each year we have students accepted into both private and 
parochial schools along with our public school system. Past 
acceptance notifications and final schools of choice are kept on 
file and our Director of Admission would be able to discuss 
this in more detail. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: In September we hold a Pre K meeting 
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to discuss the upcoming year followed by individual family 
appointments to review the application process. At this 
point teachers are able to discuss all areas of development 
and suggest based on the family and child's needs, schools 
that would be an appropriate match. We post information 
beginning in September on open house and events held at 
schools throughout the city. We have an on line forum that 
allows parents from our school to discuss pros and cons among 
themselves of the schools they have visited. Our Directors 
attend educational meetings, seminars and tours sponsored by 
the grade schools to keep abreast on what is new and available 
to our families. 

Current Parent Review: 

Robert Fulghum's poem, "All I Really Needed to Know I 
Learned in Kindergarten" could easily be changed to "All 
1 Really Needed to Know 1 Learned at Marina Children's 
Center." Cameron Martin, Director, runs a fantastic center 
where kids can be kids. She and her staff are devoted, caring 
professionals, who provide a nurturing place for children 
to learn to work through their wonderfully childish issues, 
explore friendships and delight in learning. The children 
learn how to cooperate in groups, but are equally respected 
for their individual interests and accomplishments. Cameron 
believes children should play and run and breathe fresh air, 
as well as learn their ABC's. Having been a San Francisco 
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pre-school teacher for nearly two decades, Cameron believes 
being "green" is a way of life that starts young and encourages 
the children to be environmental stewards. She is also a great 
resource for negotiating Kindergarten admission. 

Juli, mother of Lorance and John John 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

Fox Plaza Campus 

1390 Market Street #108 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 431-2201 fax: (415) 431-2204 

email: lzolotrow@marindayschools.org 

www.marindayschools.org 

Year School Established: 1990 

Director: Linda Zolotrow 

Philosophy and Curriculum: Warm, nurturing, play-based, 
loving care. 

Total Enrollment: 12 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 12 


Age Range: 6 weeks - 18 months 
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Programs: Full Time and Part Time 
Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:3 
Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 
Additional Fees: Annual activity fee. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 

Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. Priority 
enrollment is offered to county employees. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 
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Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

Congregation Sherith Israel Campus 

2266 California Street 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

(415) 775-2211 fax: (415) 775-1664 

email: kherrera@marindayschools.org 

www.marindayschools.org 


Year School Established: 1989 
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Director: Kathleen Herrera-Autumn 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Community families are welcome and an integral part of 
our school. We are a diverse and inclusive environment that 
celebrates all families and cultures. 

Play-based, developmentally-appropriate and experiential. 
Children grow, mature and develop social and academic skills 
in an environment that supports their innate curiosity and 
learning styles. 

Total Enrollment: 95 

Number of Classrooms: 6 

Class Size: 

2-3 years group size is 16 to 18; 3 - 4 years group size is 16; 4 
- 5 years group size is 18 

Age Range: 2-6 years 

Programs: Full Time and Part Time 

Hours of Operation: 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:6 for 2 - 3 years; 1:8 for 3 - 4 years; 1:9 for 4 - 5 years 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
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Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes 

Lunch: No. Hot lunches are available at additional cost 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 

Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. Annual activity fee. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 

Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. Priority 
enrollment is offered to members of Congregation Sherith 
Israel and employees of California Pacific Medical Center. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 
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Children attend both public and private elementary schools 
including: 

Private : 

Hamlin, Burke, Convent, Stuart Hall, Town School for Boys, 
Cathedral School for Boys, MCDS, FAIS, CAIS, Presidio Hills, 
Live Oak, Synergy, SF Day School, SF Friends School, The San 
Francisco School, Brandeis Hillel Day School, Lycee Francais 
La Perouse, Kittredge, Marin Preparatory School (SF), San 
Francisco Waldorf School, Ring Mountain, Marin Primary, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Star of the Sea, St. Gabriel, St. Brigid, St. 
Monica, St. Gabriel, St. Cecilia, Sts. Peter and Paul. 

Public : 

Sherman, Rooftop, Clarendon, Alvarado, Alice Fong Yu, 
Argonne, Lafayette, Claire Lilienthal, Grattan, Miraloma, West 
Portal, Lakeshore, McKinley, New Traditions, Creative Arts 
Charter School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents are invited to a free evening 
Kindergarten seminar led by Lynn Kanter-Levy. After this initial 
seminar, we meet with parents individually at their child's 
preschool and guide them through this process. All student 
evaluations are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy before they 
are submitted to the private schools. Student evaluations are 
not required for public schools. 
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Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

Fremont Street Campus 

342 Howard Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415)836-0102 fax:(415)495-1109 
email: echrisman@marindayschools.org 
www.marindayschools.org 


Year School Established: 2001 
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Director: Elizabeth Chrisman 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The center, specifically designed for 4-5 year old children, is 
located South of Market in a historic building with an amazing 
roof top playground. 

The play-based, developmentally-appropriate emergent 
curriculum prepares children for kindergarten. Kindergarten 
readiness is integrated into every aspect of the child's day. 

Total Enrollment: 32 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: 32 

Age Range: 4-5 years 

Programs: Full Time 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:9 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes 

Lunch: Hot lunches are available for an additional fee. 
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Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center. 

Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. Annual Activity fee. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 

Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children attend 
both public and private elementary schools including: 

Private: 

Hamlin, Burke, Convent, Stuart Hall, Town School for Boys, 
Cathedral School for Boys, MCDS, FAIS, CAIS, Presidio Hills, 
Live Oak, Synergy, SF Day School, SF Friends School, The San 
Francisco School, Brandeis Hillel Day School, Lycee Francais 
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La Perouse, Kittredge, Marin Preparatory School (SF), San 
Francisco Waldorf School, Ring Mountain, Marin Primary, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Star of the Sea, St. Gabriel, St. Brigid, St. 
Monica, St. Gabriel, St. Cecilia, Sts. Peter and Paul. 

Public : 

Sherman, Rooftop, Clarendon, Alvarado, Alice Fong Yu, 
Argonne, Lafayette, Claire Lilienthal, Grattan, Miraloma, West 
Portal, Lakeshore, McKinley, New Traditions, Creative Arts 
Charter School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents are invited to a free evening 
Kindergarten seminar led by Lynn Kanter-Levy. After this initial 
seminar, we meet with parents individually at their child's 
preschool and guide them through this process. All student 
evaluations are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy before they 
are submitted to the private schools. Student evaluations are 
not required for public schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
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could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

Hills Plaza Campus 

2 Harrison Street Suite 150 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

(415) 777-9696 fax: (415) 777-9020 

email: hillsplaza@marindayschools.org 

www.marindayschools.org 

Year School Established: 1992 

Director: Jennifer Galloso 

Philosophy and Curriculum: Play-based. 

Total Enrollment: 52 


Number of Classrooms: 4 
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Class Size: 1-12 months group size is 9; 12 - 24 months group 
size is 12; 2 - 3 years group size is 15; 3 - 4 years group size is 
16 

Age Range: 1 month - 4 years 

Programs: Full Time and Part Time 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:3 for 1-12 months; 1:4 for 12 - 24 
months; 1:5 for 2 - 3 years; 1:8 for 3 - 4 years 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes 

Lunch: Hot lunches are available at an additional cost. 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 

Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 

Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 
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Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 
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MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

Laurel Heights Campus 

3333 California Street #220 

San Francisco, CA 94118 

(415)775-2111 fax: (415) 775-2122 

email: Natalie.larsen@marindayschools.org 

www.marindayschools.org 

Year School Established: 1999 

Director: Nathalie Larsen 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

This unique center is on the UCSF Laurel Heights campus. 
Beautifully designed playgrounds are located directly out-side 
most classrooms. 

The child centered curriculum is project-based and develop¬ 
mental^ appropriate. 

Total Enrollment: 114 

Number of Classrooms: 6 

Class Size: 

1-12 months group size is 12 
12 - 19 months group size is 12 
18-30 months group size is 18 
30 - 42 months group size is 21 
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3- 4 years group size is 24 

4- 5 years group size is 30 

Age Range: 2 months - 5.5 years 
Programs: Full Time and Part Time 
Hours of Operation: 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:3 for 1 - 12 months 
1:4 for 12 - 19 months 
1:6 for 18 - 30 months 
1:6 for 30 - 42 months 
1:8 for 3 - 4 years 
1:10 for 4-5 years 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: Optional 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 

Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 
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Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. This Center 
offers priority enrollment to UCSF employees. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children attend 
both public and private elementary schools including: 

Private : 

Hamlin, Burke, Convent, Stuart Hall, Town School for Boys, 
Cathedral School for Boys, MCDS, FAIS, CAIS, Presidio Hills, 
Live Oak, Synergy, SF Day School, SF Friends School, The San 
Francisco School, Brandeis Hillel Day School, Lycee Francais 
La Perouse, Kittredge, Marin Preparatory School (SF), San 
Francisco Waldorf School, Ring Mountain, Marin Primary, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Star of the Sea, St. Gabriel, St. Brigid, St. 
Monica, St. Gabriel, St. Cecilia, Sts. Peter and Paul. 


Public : 



316 


Preschools by the Bay 


Sherman, Rooftop, Clarendon, Alvarado, Alice Fong Yu, 
Argonne, Lafayette, Claire Lilienthal, Grattan, Miraloma, West 
Portal, Lakeshore, McKinley, New Traditions, Creative Arts 
Charter School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents are invited to a free evening 
Kindergarten seminar led by Lynn Kanter-Levy. After this initial 
seminar, we meet with parents individually at their child's 
preschool and guide them through this process. All student 
evaluations are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy before they 
are submitted to the private schools. Student evaluations are 
not required for public schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
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part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 
City Hall Campus 

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 68 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415)554-7560 fax:(415)554-7543 
email: bpiper@marindayschools.org 
www.marindayschools.org 

Year School Established: 1999 

Director: Barbara Piper 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Center is located on the ground floor of historic San 
Francisco City Hall with two playgrounds situated on the 
City Hall grounds. The Center serves San Francisco City and 
County employees, as well as community families. 

Play based, developmentally appropriate and experiential. 

Total Enrollment: 52 


Number of Classrooms: 4 
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Class Size: 

12 - 24 months group size is 8 

2- 3 years group size is 21 

3- 5 years group size is 16 

Age Range: 12 months - 5 years 
Programs: Full Time and Part Time 
Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:4 for 12 - 24 months 
1:6 for 2-3 years 
1:8 for 3 - 5 years 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes 

Lunch: Optional hot lunch at an additional cost. 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly 

Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 
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Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children attend 
both public and private elementary schools including: 

Private : 

Hamlin, Burke, Convent, Stuart Hall, Town School for Boys, 
Cathedral School for Boys, MCDS, FAIS, CAIS, Presidio Hills, 
Live Oak, Synergy, SF Day School, SF Friends School, The San 
Francisco School, Brandeis Hillel Day School, Lycee Francais 
La Perouse, Kittredge, Marin Preparatory School (SF), San 
Francisco Waldorf School, Ring Mountain, Marin Primary, 
St. Vincent de Paul, Star of the Sea, St. Gabriel, St. Brigid, St. 
Monica, St. Gabriel, St. Cecilia, Sts. Peter and Paul. 

Public : 

Sherman, Rooftop, Clarendon, Alvarado, Alice Fong Yu, 
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Argonne, Lafayette, Claire Lilienthal, Grattan, Miraloma, West 
Portal, Lakeshore, McKinley, New Traditions, Creative Arts 
Charter School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents are invited to a free evening 
Kindergarten seminar led by Lynn Kanter-Levy. After this initial 
seminar, we meet with parents individually at their child's 
preschool and guide them through this process. All student 
evaluations are thoroughly reviewed for accuracy before they 
are submitted to the private schools. Student evaluations are 
not required for public schools. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School/Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
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they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
extremely proud to be a part of! 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

Spear Street Campus 

220 Spear Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415)777-2081 fax: (415) 777-5929 
www.marindayschools.org 

Year School Established: 1997 

Director: Staci Collins 

Philosophy and Curriculum: Community based and non¬ 
profit. Nurturing, play-based, integrated program based on 
the Project Approach. 

Total Enrollment: 48 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: 

Infant group size is 6 
Toddler group size is 8 
2 years group size is 14 
Preschool group size is 22 
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Age Range: Infant - Preschool 
Programs: Full Time and Part Time 
Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:3 for Infant 
1:4 for Toddler 
1:7 for 2 years 
1:11 for Preschool 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: Please contact the center directly. 

Additional Fees: Parents can enroll in a hot lunch program for 
their child at an additional cost. Lunches are delivered to the 
center. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes for the MDS 

Centers. Parents submit supporting documentation of why 
they are requesting tuition assistance along with an MDS 
scholarship application. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Rolling admission. This Center 
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offers priority enrollment to Salesforce.com employees and 
Gap Inc employees. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? When they have an 
expected birth date or adoption. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies per center. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Tenure is center specific but on 
average it is around 3 years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Children attend 
both public and private elementary schools including: 

Current Parent Review 

Both of my children have attended Marin Day School /Bright 
Horizons, and the experience has blown us away. The caliber 
of educators that they attract and retain has been so inspiring 
to our whole family. All of the faculty bring an amazing 
enthusiasm and creativity to each classroom. The love and 
care that my kids have gotten at MDS is everything that I ever 
could have dreamed might be possible. In my experience, my 
two kids are very different from one another. They have each 
gotten what they individually have needed in order to help 
them kick off school in a loving and fun way. The curriculum 
is emergent and experiential. The kids really feel that they are 
part of the activities, and that they have ownership in what 
they do each day. The MDS/BH family is one that we are all 
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extremely proud to be a part of! 


MARTHA HILLS LEARNING CENTER, ESCUELA 
BILINGUE 

1042 Jamestown Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94124 

(415) 467-7427 fax: (415) 467-7427 

email: marthahillslearningcenter@gmail.com 

www.marthahillslearningcenter.com 

Year School Established: 2009 

Director: Jennifer Bernard 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Philosophy 

At Martha Hills Learning Center we strive to support the 
needs of the children in our care by enhancing their learning 
environment, providing a safe and nurturing atmosphere, and 
supporting and promoting the child as an individual within the 
family system. We believe that children have the right to be in 
a nurturing environment that promotes positive development, 
exploration and enrichment of individual growth. We 
acknowledge that children have individual personalities and 
paces for learning and each child has the right to be praised for 
his/her own accomplishments. 
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Curriculum 

Martha Hills Learning Center follows a play-based emergent 
curriculum model. Activities and materials are chosen by 
teachers to reflect the children's interests and developmental 
goals. Developmental goals are created based on the teacher's 
knowledge of child development theory, research and 
practice. 

Observation and teacher reflection informs the planning of 
curriculum that is engaging, interesting and challenging. 
Independence and a strong sense of self are the primary goals 
for each child. 

The preschool is also a bilingual program that incorporates 
Spanish into group learning times and throughout the day 
so your child has a basic knowledge of Spanish and practice 
using it. 

Total Enrollment: 35 

Number of Classrooms: 5 

Class Size: 6-12 depending on age 

Age Range: 6 months to 5 years, 11 months 

Programs: Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Infant Center 1:4 
Preschool 1:12 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: Call for Tuition Rates. 

Additional Fees: None 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: Currently no wait for ad¬ 
mission. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Currently no wait for 
admission. 

Teacher Education/Background: Bachelor's Degree, Child 
Development 

Average Teacher Tenure: 1 year 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Bret Harte Elementay School 
Charles Drew Preparatory Academy 
Malcolm X Academy 
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George Washington Carver Elementary School 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We inform them of local parent info 
sessions at the local elementary schools, and answer any 
questions they may have on choosing a good elementary 
school. 

Current Parent Review: 

"The staff at Martha Hills Learning Center are so caring and 
attentive to my son that I have complete confidence in my 
child being in their care. He is so happy when we pull up in 
the morning and he sees the school-so 1 know he has a great 
time there too!" 

-Leslie, parent of a 13 month old at Martha Hills Learning 
Center 


MIRALOMA COOPERATIVE NURSERY SCHOOL 

443 Foerster Street 

San Francisco, CA 94127 

(415) 585-6789 email: enroll@miraloma.org 

www.miraloma.org 

Year School Established: 1952 

Director: Moira Murphy & Sabrina Brewer 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Miraloma Cooperative Nursery School provides develop¬ 
mental^ appropriate, child-centered morning and afternoon 
programs in a loving and safe environment. At our little 
red schoolhouse, children and families cultivate a lifelong 
love of learning as they develop new skills, knowledge, and 
friendships. We value the diversity of our member families, 
whose strengths and talents enrich our programs. Community 
participation and parent education nourish our family-oriented 
atmosphere. 

Our families and dedicated staff work together to develop a 
healthy self-image and rewarding social relationships for every 
child at Miraloma. 

We build children's self-respect by encouraging and empower¬ 
ing them as individuals while maintaining a non-competitive, 
non-judgmental, and positive atmosphere. 

Our focus on consideration for everybody frees children to 
explore who they are - and their relationships with others 
- through play. 

In a nurturing environment where their feelings, bodies, 
interests, and differences are respected, our children build the 
self-esteem and interpersonal skills they'll need to meet future 
social and academic challenges. 

Miraloma Cooperative Nursery School admits students of any 
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race, color, national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, 
programs and activities generally accorded or made available 
to students at the school. 

Total Enrollment: 60 

Number of Classrooms: 3 primary indoor rooms and outdoor 
space. 

Class Size: 21 per day. 

Age Range: Miraloma enrolls children up to 6 years of age and 
as young as 2 years 9 months, but it is our policy to align our 
program with California's Kindergarten age minimum, which 
by 2014-15 will require a child to be 5 years old by September 
1 . 

Programs: Part Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM and 1:00 - 5:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: There are four teachers and a maximum 
of 21 children per day in each program (AM and PM). 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks & Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 
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Early Intervention Services: Our directors help identify 
areas of need for children. As a co-op with parent teachers, 
the school does not have enough staff to provide structured 
intervention. 

Communication between School & Parents: Daily communi¬ 
cation through email for Co-op organizational business. 
Directors and paid teaching staff hold two conferences a year 
with families and are available to meet with parents upon 
request. 

Tuition for September 2012: Contact school. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes 

Admission Process/Timeline: In order to enroll in Miraloma, 
a family must attend a Preview and tour one or both of the 
programs. New children may start at any time of year as 
openings allow, but most start at the co-op between June and 
September. 

The Miraloma Preview is an important, adultonly, informational 
session about the school for all prospective families. This session 
is a great opportunity for parents to see the school, gather more 
information about our application and enrollment processes, 
find out what it means to be part of a cooperative, learn about 
member responsibilities, and determine if Miraloma is the 
right school for their families. 
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After a tour, families may submit an application. Families will 
be notified in March about the availablity of slots. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We encourage families 
interested in the co-op to contact us in the year prior to the 
one in which their children are eligible for enrollment (e.g., if 
you would like to enroll your child for the 2013-2014 school 
year, contact us to register for a Miraloma Preview this year, in 
August 2012). 

Environmental Awareness: Miraloma has two gardening 
spaces. We teach the children about composting and recycling 
as part of the curriculum. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 15 years 
Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Some examples: Starr King ES, Fairmount ES, Miraloma ES, Glen 
Park ES, Jose Ortega ES, Harvey Milk Civil Rights Academy, 
Jefferson ES, Dianne Feinstein ES, Grattan ES, Sunnyside ES, 
San Francisco School, French American International School of 
SF, Saint Paul's School 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Cosponsor a Kindergarten Night with 
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Glenridge Cooperative. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents must apply sunscreen prior to 
drop off. 

Type of Fundraising: Miraloma's largest fundraising and social 
event of the year, the Spring Auction contributes greatly to the 
co-op's operational budget. With over 700 items up for bid 
and hundreds of attendees, this annual project requires work 
from the entire co-op. Member families solicit local businesses 
and individuals for donations, and volunteer for one of the 
committees needed to produce the event (publicity, data entry, 
event planning, etc.) Besides the wide array of items to bid on, 
there's also live music, a bar, and great food donated by many 
local restaurants and cafes. Other fundraising includes SCRIP, 
t-shirt sales, art framing, and dinners at local restaurants. 

Current Parent Review: 

I love the sense of community that Miraloma has brought 
to our entire family. Our four year old daughter is thriving 
and sees all the adults at Miraloma (Directors, Teachers, and 
parents) as allies. 


MISSION KIDS 

1050 South Van Ness 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
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(415) 970-9027 email: info@missionkidsco-op.org 
www.missionkidsco-op.org.org 

Year School Established: Licensed in 2009 

Director: Heather Lubeck, Christina Maluenda, Kausar 
Wildman 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our Mission 

Mission Kids provides an exceptional and nurturing learning 
environment with a focus on universal respect, parent 
involvement, community integration, and celebrating the 
diversity of San Francisco. 

Our Philosophy 

We believe that our child-centered, play-based, cooperative 
environment recognizes each child's unique learning style, 
temperament, abilities, and development. Our focus on 
children's interests and needs makes learning concrete and 
meaningful to each child, and forms the foundation for a life of 
learning, caring, and creating. 

Total Enrollment: 24 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 15 

Age Range: 2 years 9 months to entering 1st grade 
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Programs: Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 8:30-3:00 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 4 adults to 15 children in the morning. 
3 adults to 15 children in the afternoon. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: We have access to outside con¬ 
sultants who observe children when particular needs arise. 
The parents, consultants and school work together to create an 
environment that is helpful for each child's needs. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
verbally during drop off and pick up. Each child gets an 
individual written daily note home about their day. We conduct 
school business over email, phone call, texts and school wide 
meetings. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Non-PFA Tuition Rates, per child: 

2 days/week: $4,200/year(or 10 payments of $420) 

3 days/week: $6,300/year(or 10 payments of $630) 
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4 days/week: $8,400/year(or 10 payments of $840) 

5 days/week: $10,500/year(or 10 payments of $1,050) 

PFA Tuition Rates, per child: 

4 days per week: $4,350 per year(or 10 payments of $435)5 days 
per week: $6,350 per year(or 10 payments of $635) 

Additional Fees: One payment deposit and $350 for parent 
teacher shift buy out deposit, both refundable upon completion 
of enrollment for entire year. $100 yearly nonrefundable 
materials fee. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We are able to offer 
small tuition reduction through financial aid. Families can also 
lower tuition by working extra parent shifts at the school. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Anyone can attend an adult 
only Open House in late Fall/early Winter. Families that send 
in an application and application fee attend a caregiver child 
group tour. Decision made for admissions in mid March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? The year before 
wanting to enroll in Mission Kids. 

Teacher Education/Background: All lead teachers have 
Masters Degree 

Environmental Awareness: We use green products and 
vinegar-based cleaning supplies. Our snacks are organic and 


336 


Preschools by the Bay 


our fruits and veggies are seasonal and locally grown. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: All have been at school since 2009 
licensing 

Staff Select: Through educational background, life experience 
and dedication to the school and it's philosophy. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Public School: 
Buena Vista, Clarendon, Alvarado, Rooftop, Sherman, 
McKinley, Flynn, Starr King, Gratten 

Private School: Alta Vista, Presidio Hill 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We hold a question and answer night 
where alumni parents return to talk about the Kindergarten 
enrollment process. We forward any information we receive 
from schools and their enrollment deadlines. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents sign a permission slip for school 
to apply sunscreen. Children are encouraged to wear sunhats 
on outings. 

Type of Fundraising: The school has 2 major raffle/auctions 
a year and an annual giving drive in the winter. We also 
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participate in Scrip programs through local businesses and 
have minor fundraising activities throughout the year. 

Current Parent Review: 

Mission Kids is great. The directors and staff are very warm 
and knowledgeable. Our daughter has a great time. There are 
lots of great activities in the classroom, regular visits to the 
local playgrounds and other outings around the city. Working 
a parent shift in the classroom is a great personal learning 
experience. It also gives you the opportunity to get to know 
the other children and parents. The sense of community is 
wonderful. Our family loves it. 

MISSION YMCA PRESCHOOL 

4080 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94112 
(415) 586-6900 fax: (415) 586-7480 
email: vrichardson@ymcasf.org 
www.ymcasf.org/ mission 

Year School Established: 1963 

Director: Katia Alvarez 

Philosophy and Curriculum: We are a full-day preschool 
serving children aged 3- 5 with Preschool for All funding for 
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4-year-old children. We offer a developmentally appropriate 
curriculum with emphasis on Kindergarten readiness in a 
Reggio-inspired environment. We are located close to local 
transportation (MUNI stop at site) and the 280 freeway. Limited 
financial assistance available. 

Total Enrollment: 42 

Number of Classrooms: 3 

Class Size: 14 

Age Range: 3-5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:15 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 (9) 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: Site has Mental Health professional 
services available in English and Spanish. Site uses ASQ and 
DRDP for assessment purposes 
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Communication between School & Parents: Regular basis, in 
person, newsletter and email 

Tuition for September 2012: $896 month includes meals 
Additional Fees: None 
Average Yearly Increase: 5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: PFA funding for 
4 year old children who are entering kindergarten following 
year and are SF residents. Work with agencies with vouchers. 
Limited YMCA Financial Assistance 

Admission Process/Timeline: Call, current wait list. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We encourage parents 
to call one year in advance. Current wait list 

Teacher Education/Background: Children Center Permits 

Environmental Awareness: Gardening on site, recycling 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 5 years or more 

Staff Select: We carefully look at all factors (education, 
experience, enthusiasm and cultural diversity matching 
population served, when possible) 
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Professional Development for Staff: Extensive Y training 
available. In-house Child Development Specialist. Coaching 
and mentoring. PFA offering. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Many local district 
and private schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Assessment done twice per year with 
parent teacher conference. Work with families to complete 
application process for schools 

Sun Safety Approach: Sunscreen and outdoor shades. 

Type of Fundraising: Annual Community Campaign (funds 
are used for scholarships for all Y programming). Grants where 
possible. 

Current Parent Review: 

My child has been a part of the preschool for 2 years and 
is graduating this summer. The teachers are sensitive and 
wonderful. Many family events and an open door policy for 
families. I could not be happier with the progress that my child 
has made. She is READY for kindergarten. 
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MONTESSORI CHILDREN'S HOUSE OF THE 
WEST COAST 

25 Lake Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
(415)922-9235 fax:(415)221-2725 
email: curtchamberlain@mchsf.com 
www.mchsf.com 

Year School Established: 1978 

Director: Curt R. Chamberlain 

Philosophy and Curriculum: Traditional Montessori 
Preschool 

Total Enrollment: 58 
Number of Classrooms: 2 
Class Size: 29 
Age Range: 3-5years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, and 
Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1 teacher to 9 children 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
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Is Potty Training Provided? Limited 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Three Year Olds: 

8:00 AM -11:30 AM - $9,880/year 
8:00 AM -1:25 PM - $11,960/year 
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM - $13,000/year 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM - $14,250/year 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM - $15,290/year 

Four and Five Year Olds: 

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM - $14,460/year 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM - $15,500/year 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM - $16,540/year 

Additional Fees: 

Lunch - $5/day 

Extended Day to 5:30 PM - $100/month 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, tuition 
assistance is provided. Applicants must fill out an application 
and submit it with tax forms by January 30. Decisions are made 
by committee and announced by March 1. Tuition Assistance 
maintains economic diversity of the school. Priority is given to 
existing families followed be any new family applying to the 
school. 
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Admission Process/Timeline: October through January of the 
year the child turns 2 years. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? 1 year 

Teacher Education/Background: BA plus Montessori Certi¬ 
fication 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Public School 

Private: Burke's, SF Day, Hamlin, SF Friends, Town, Chinese 
American International School, Cathedral, Stuart Hall 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We provide three support workshops in 
the fall to guide parents through the process. 

Current Parent Review: 

MCH is a wonderful community that supports my family and 
my child's development as an independent learner. Culturally 
diverse, friendly, open and inclusive. Children are valued and 
nurtured! 
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MOTHER GOOSE SCHOOL 

334 28th Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94121 

(415) 221-6133 fax: (415) 221-9322 

email: mothergooseschool@sbcglobal.net 

www.mothergooseschool.com 

Year School Established: 1951 

Director: Charles Dennis 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Mother Goose School offers a comprehensive program for 
children at stages of development between 2 and 6 years. 
The curriculum is specifically intended to prepare children 
for any public or private school. The daily program includes 
Academics, Arts and Crafts, Physical Education, and Social 
Skills. We have a music specialist who comes on site. The School 
is comprised of five developmental levels. Children progress 
from level to level based on their individual readiness. Our 
main emphasis is the development of a positive manner and 
lifelong enjoyment of learning in each child. 

Total Enrollment: 94 

Number of Classrooms: 7 


Class Size: 12 
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Age Range: 2-6 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:6 in the 2-3 year old classroom 
1:8 in the 3 year and up overall 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes 

Lunch: Yes, balanced hot lunch prepared on site. 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: Mother Goose School is able to 
make referrals. 

Communication between School & Parents: Communication 
is done either by phone, in person or at a scheduled conference. 
The School also has 2 open houses a year where families can 
meet informally with teachers and other parents. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Full time is $1400. Call for part time rates. 
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Additional Fees: Registration: $250. This fee is nonrefundable 
but it guarantees enrollment. Toilet training: $150 

Average Yearly Increase: 3-7% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Not currently. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Call the School to make an 
appointment for an individual family tour. Early registration 
is encouraged. We require the child to attend the tour. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Parents are encouraged 
to tour the School 6 tol2 months ahead of their anticipated 
start time. To secure a scheduled start date, you pay a non¬ 
refundable registration fee of $250. 

Teacher Education/Background: Early Childhood Ed/BA 

Environmental Awareness: Mother Goose School follows 
San Francisco Recology guidelines and does an excellent job 
teaching children how to make crafts from recycled materials. 
We tend to keep our environment as green as possible. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 14 years 

Staff Select: Potential applicants are prescreened online and 
over the phone. Those who meet our criteria and community 
licensing are invited to fill out application and meet with one 
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of the directors. Referral checks and fingerprint clearance are 
conducted. Candidates that meet our criteria are called back to 
spend some time in the classroom. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, PACE Conference 
and varies in-services. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Town, Cathedral, 
Stuart Hall, Burke, Hamlin, Sacred Heart, San Francisco Day, 
Marin Country Day School, all parochial and public schools 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We counsel families on various 
Kindergarten options. We provide an onsite annual workshop 
for parents. In addition, we have a referral program in which 
current Mother Goose parents can contact former parents 
about their child's Kindergarten. We also write student 
recommendations for private/parochial School applicants. 

Sun Safety Approach: Mother Goose School has ample shade. 
Parents are encouraged to be proactive with their child's 
suncare. 

Type of Fundraising: Mother Goose School doesn't usually 
fundraise. 
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NIHONMACHI LITTLE FRIENDS 

2031 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

(415) 922-8898 fax: (415) 822-0135 

email: nlfchildcare@gmail.com 

www.nlfchildcare.org 

Year School Established: 1975 

Director: Cathy Inamasu 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Nihonmachi Little Friends (NLF) is a Japanese bilingual, 
multicultural and educational childcare organization. Our 
preschool programs emphasize a well-rounded curriculum 
focusing on the development of children cognitively, physically, 
socially, emotionally, and linguistically. Children learn by 
doing and are encouraged to become independent, confident, 
thoughtful, respectful and appreciative of the diversity of 
other children and their families, through engaging in age 
appropriate activities and projects. The Japanese language 
and culture are introduced through daily activities, songs, 
games, celebrations, and in the child's natural setting and 
routine. Multicultural themes are integrated throughout the 
yearly curriculum, including the use of parents and families 


as resources. 
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Total Enrollment: 84 preschoolers total at 2 locations 
Number of Classrooms: 2, 1 at each site 
Class Size: 36 and 48 

Age Range: Minimum of 2yrs, 6 mos. - 5 yrs. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 at the maximum. Pre-K groups have 
8 children with 1 teacher. Younger children have 6 children per 
learning group with 1 teacher. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 
Early Intervention Services: We have mental health services 
provided for the enrolled children and their families. A mental 
health consultant is in the classroom twice per week and can 
meet with parents and staff as needed. 

Communication between School & Parents: We have a 
mailbox system at the parent table for notes, etc. There is also a 
phone tree which all parents receive which includes the parent 
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representative for the Board of Director. Parents can also speak 
with teachers briefly at the beginning and end of the day 
upon drop-off and pick-up. Parent/teacher conferences are 
held twice a year, formally. Additional times can be set-up in- 
between those periods. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Sliding scale for full time, ranging from $900 - $1350/month 
5 half-days (9:00 AM — 1:30 PM): $765 - $1030 per month 
3 full consecutive days: $810 - $1075 per month 

Additional Fees: $15.00 emergency kit, one-time fee 

Average Yearly Increase: 3-5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, sliding fee 
schedule provides tuition assistance. Our preschool programs 
are both Preschool For All (PFA) sites, in which pre-K children 
who are residents of San Francisco can qualify for having a 
portion of the day paid through the PFA program. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Call for a tour and pick up 
application at the same time. Applications are also available 
through the website. There is a $35 application fee. Once 
applications are received, a letter acknowledging receipt of 
the application and notification of being placed on the waiting 
list will be sent out. If child is not toilet trained at the time of 
application, parents need to call the program once their child 
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is toilet trained so that information can be updated on their 
application. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? It is recommended to 
apply about 11/2 years in advance. Most of our openings are in 
the summer when our Pre-K students leave for kindergarten. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA, MA, in ECE or related 
fields, w/ 12+ECE units 

Environmental Awareness: We recycle and compost with the 
children. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6-8 years 

Staff Select: We look for individuals with an appropriate 
educational background and with previous experience working 
with children in a school setting. 

Professional Development for Staff: Professionaldevelopment 
workshops are conducted a minimum of twice per year on¬ 
site. In addition, staff are provided with opportunities to 
attend various workshops, conferences and/or enroll in 
classes related to the work. Preschool For All also provides 
customized professional development for the programs to 
meet our specific needs. 
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Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Generally 25% go 
on to various private schools and the rest to public schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We hold a Kindergarten Information 
Night in October of each fall for families with children entering 
kindergarten the following fall. Information on how to apply 
to both private and public schools are given, along with 
presentations by current kindergarten parents who share their 
experiences with their application process. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents bring in sunscreen for their 
children and teachers help them apply it. We make sure there 
is shade provided outdoors if it is a very sunny day. 

Type of Fundraising: We host 3 major fundraisers which 
include catalog gift sales, a food booth at the Cherry Blossom 
Festival and a theater performance/auction. 

Current Parent Review: 

One of the best preschools in the City! The large open 
environment is filled with colorful artwork and warm spaces 
for reading, music, science, art, and play. An indoor house 
area and an outdoor playground come complete with tunnels, 
slides, playhouses, and gardens. Very caring teachers always 
take the time to listen to my concerns and report on my child's 
progress. And, progress he did. He entered as a shy quiet child 
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and quickly came out of his shell within months. By the time of 
the school's annual performance, he had a great time singing 
and dancing on stage with all the other children. Both my 
children love it here, and one of them hasn't even started! 

-J. Lei 


NOE VALLEY NURSERY SCHOOL 

5210 Diamond Heights Blvd. 

San Francisco, CA 94131 
(415) 647-2278 

email: membership@noevalleynurseryschool.com 
www.noevalleynurseryschool.com 

Year School Established: 1969 

Director: Susan Edwards 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Noe Valley Nursery School is a cooperative nursery school. We 
are a community of parents interested in taking part in their 
children's preschool experience. Each family shares in the 
planning and operation of the school. Parents staff the school 
under the guidance of Director Susan Edwards. Susan has 
more than 30 years of experience in child development and 
parent education, and was herself a parent at the school many 
years ago. 
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Children play and learn in a loving and unstructured 
environment. They move freely between indoor activity areas 
and an outdoor patio area. This is a place where you can be your 
best and it will be enormously appreciated and recognized. It 
is a place in which children extend the love they have for their 
parents to other children's parents, and where parents extend 
the love they have for their children to other people's children. 
It is a rich and healthy environment for everyone involved; the 
parents, the children and the teacher. 

Children must be at least 33 months old in September to 
start, and can attend until they are ready for kindergarten. 
Children need to be either potty trained or comfortable in pull- 
ups. We treasure the diversity of our community and do not 
discriminate based on race, religion or family composition. 
Noe Valley Nursery School is an enriching environment for 
parents and children to play, learn, and grow! 

Total Enrollment: 31 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 26 

Age Range: 2 years and 9 months through kindergarten age 
Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar 

Hours of Operation: 9 AM - 12:30 PM 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:4 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: No, although we do have access 
to the San Francisco Council of Parent Participation Nursery 
Schools Consultant Service. This service offers the immediate 
professional help of trained psychiatrists, psychotherapists, 
counselors, behavioral therapists, and speech therapists for 
short-term assistance and/or referral. The Consultant Service 
was established to help co-op families with all questions or 
concerns arising from any type of human relationship (i.e., 
child/parent, spouse, extended family, etc.) and situation 
(moving, family illness, depression, medication, divorce, etc.). 

Communication between School & Parents: Directly, email 
and through the use of Yahoo! Groups 

Tuition for September 2012: Tuition is due at the first parent 
meeting of each month, and is based upon the number of days 
per week that the child attends: 

For 5 days per week: $361 
For 4 days per week: $290 
For 3 days per week: $219 
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Scholarships are available by request. Requests for tuition 
reduction must be submitted in writing to the Board of 
Directors, and are given at their sole discretion. 

Additional Fees: As a cooperative, the working parents 
provide daily snack on a rotating basis and are responsible for 
all fundraising activities. 

Average Yearly Increase: 7% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Scholarships are 
available by request. Requests for tuition reduction must be 
submitted in writing to the Board of Directors, and are given at 
their sole discretion. 

Admission Process/Timeline: First, attend a Parent Information 
Night where parents and the director will provide information 
about parent responsibilities, cost and the developmentally 
appropriate curriculum. I hese Info Nights are held every other 
month beginning in September and going through February. 

The application form with a non-refundable fee are usually 
submitted at the Information night or mailed in following the 
meeting. 

If still interested, you can schedule a visit to the school with 
your child where you will have an opportunity to observe 
your child in the school environment. This will be followed by 
a short interview with the school's Director. 
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Acceptance letters are mailed within the first two weeks 
of March. We try to maintain a balance of genders and ages 
in determining acceptance. Current students and children 
of alumni parents are given first priority. A waiting list is 
maintained for one year. The membership coordinator will 
refer to the waiting list and contact parents if spots become 
available over the summer break. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? One year. We do not 
maintain a rolling waitlist. 

Environmental Awareness: We are as green as we can be. 
We recycle, use only biodegradable cleaning products and 
art supplies. We also encourage our members to be as eco- 
conscious as possible. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6 years 
Staff Select: Our parents are our staff. 

Professional Development for Staff: We are a parent-led 
cooperative school with two teachers on staff. We provide 
monthly Parent Education meetings focusing on a variety of 
topics related to child education. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: A variety of public, 
charter and private schools within the San Francisco area. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We focus one of the Parent Education 
Meeting on the SFUSD application process. Our community of 
parents is also available for questions and discussions. 

Sun Safety Approach: We maintain a selection of non-chemical 
sunscreens as well as encourage parents to apply to their 
children prior to drop-off. 

Type of Fundraising: We have our primary auction event in 
early Spring, raffle a membership created quilt, and a few 
smaller activities over the year. 

Current Parent Review: 

Noe Valley Nursery School has been a wonderful experience 
for our daughter and for us. Her social behavior exploded 
within just a few weeks of attending the school. Over time, 
her interest in art increased tremendously. Teacher Susan's 
intense interest in nature and physical activity has exposed her 
to a variety of experiences. The school is located on the edge 
of Glen Park Canyon which provides ample opportunity to 
discover and learn about native wildlife and plants. 

The cooperative model has provided us amazing exposure to a 
wonderful community of parents and their children. It's hard 
work, but highly recommended! 
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ONE FIFTY PARKER AVENUE SCHOOL 

150 Parker Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94118 

(415) 221-0294 fax: (415) 221-0293 

email: info@onefiftyparker.org 

www.onefiftyparker.org 

Year School Established: 1954 

Director: Matt Linden 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

At One Fifty Parker Avenue School, we delight in a child's 
natural curiosity and desire to make sense of the world, and 
we encourage each child to become engaged in learning 
activities. 

We believe children learn best through hands-on experiences, 
and provide an environment where children can explore and 
discover through open ended materials, age appropriate arts 
and crafts projects, a safe and stimulating outdoor space and an 
excellent teaching staff. We believe that children of preschool 
age should learn through observation, interacting with peers 
and teachers, real objects, and be encouraged to seek solutions 
to concrete problems. 

Children at Parker School are encouraged to make choices 
according to their own intrinsic interests. Teachers facilitate 
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learning by asking questions, encouraging the children to 
ask questions and offering materials and ideas to deepen the 
play experience. At each age group, Parker School's stated 
goals provide an educational framework and are designed to 
lay a foundation on which the other goals build as the child 
matures. 

As one scholar of early childhood education stated, "Nursery 
school is a human relations laboratory." Group socialization is 
a critical part of our program, and our teachers are skilled in 
guiding children through positive interactions with their peers. 
Children at Parker School are taught methods of observation 
of other people's feelings that will serve them for the rest of 
their lives. For instance, teachers will not simply demand that 
a child apologize for hitting another child; they will give the 
child tools to be able to assess how their actions affected their 
friend and made their friend feel, why their friend might feel 
that way because of what they did, and what they can do to 
make their friend feel better. Planting these seeds of empathy 
is critical to each child's ability to go on to successful school, 
work and life experiences. 

Total Enrollment: 63 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: Nurseries - 24, Transitional Kindergarten - 15 
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Age Range: 2.9 - 5.4 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? We work with the children at their 
developmental level. If they need help with potty training, we 
provide it. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We have an on-site Inclusion 
Specialist who oversees all children with diagnoses, IEPs, 
or for whom we have developmental questions. We invite 
all therapists and specialists working with families to work 
with the child at the school, and seek to create a collaborative 
team, so that we may learn best practices and share strategies 
together. 

Communication between School & Parents: We publish a 
weekly newsletter on Fridays, send many emails, and stay in 
frequent contact with our community. 
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Tuition for September 2012: 

AM or PM Nursery: $9,790 
Transitional Kindergarten: $12,053 

Additional Fees: 

Early Care-AM $3,191 Five Days/Week* 

(7:30-9:00am) $709 Per One Day/Week 

Early Care - TK $1,598 Five Days/Week* 

(7:30-8:15am) $355 Per One Day/Week 

Little Red School Bus - PM $10,552 Five Days/Week* 

(PM 7:30am-l:00pm) $2,345 Per One Day/Week 

Lunch Bunch-AM/PM $2,151 Five Days/Week* 

(12:00-1:00pm) $478 Per One Day/ Week 

Extended Care - AM/TK $11,300 Five Days/Week* 

(End of AM/TK-6:00pm) $2,511 Per One Day/Week 

Late Care - PM $3,938 Five Days/Week* 

(4:00-6:00pm) $875 Per One Day/ Week 

Average Yearly Increase: 3-5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Tuition Assistance 
is available at Parker School and we encourage families to 
apply. Diversity is an essential and intrinsic element of our 
community, and we consider socioeconomic status as part 
of our diversity. We strive to provide the children of Parker 
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School with an experience that reflects the natural diversity in 
the San Francisco community. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Primarily we seek families who 
are excited by and comfortable with our play-based educational 
approach, and who are engaged in learning more about their 
child's growth and development. We give priority to siblings 
of current or alumni Parker children, or children who have a 
parent who attended Parker School as a child. With remaining 
spots, we seek to achieve a balance of gender, diversity, and 
ages. All applications are due by February 1. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Instead of a wait list, 
we have a wait pool and do not operate on a first-come, first- 
served basis. Families are welcome to apply anytime, provided 
that they meet the admissions deadline of February 1. 

Teacher Education/Background: All have BA or MA degrees 
in education, psychology, or art. 

Environmental Awareness: We're called "The little red 
school house," but we teach children about composting and 
sustainability on a daily basis. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 7 years 

Staff Select: Based on passion and experience 
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Professional Development for Staff: Yes - one week of Staff 
Development before school starts in the fall, 3 days throughout 
the year, plus a staff development stipend 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Alamo, Brandeis 
Hillel, Brightworks, Katherine Delmar Burke, CAIS, Cathedral 
School for Boys, Clarendon, Convent, Grattan, Hamlin, 
Kittredge, Live Oak, Marin Country Day School, Marin Horizon, 
Marin Preparatory, Marin Primary, McKinley, Miraloma, Mt. 
Tamalpais, Notre Dame des Victoires, Peabody, Rooftop, San 
Francisco Day, San Francisco Friends, Town School 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We commit to working with families 
throughout the process. At the beginning of the school year, 
we have two kindergarten admissions nights to help deliver 
information and prepare parents for the long journey. We 
stay in contact with families all year to find out where they 
are in their admissions process, and require a meeting with 
the director for consultation. Because of our good teacher to 
student ratios, teachers are able to get to know the children 
very well, and write articulate and informed evaluations. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents can sign a sunscreen release 
upon enrollment, allowing teachers to apply sunscreen to 
children when they deem appropriate. 


Preschools SF 


365 


Type of Fundraising: Our main fundraiser is our auction, 
completely run by the parents, held every March. In addition 
to that, we have one other main "ask" each year - the Annual 
Fund, where we emphasize participation, not amount of 
contribution. We seek to have 100% community participation 
every year. In addition to this, we have a number of service- 
oriented projects, like Adopt-a-Family, Book Drive, and Food 
Drive. 

Current Parent Review: We have had a tremendous experience 
at One Fifty Parker. Our son has thrived and been so fortunate 
to have the opportunity to learn under the nurturing guidance 
of the teachers. This last year has been everything we needed 
to keep him on his positive trajectory. Thank you, thank you, 
and thank you! It has also been so much fun to be a parent in 
the preschool I attended! I still have a picture of me from the 
early 70's right in front of the gate and my class photo. I love 
walking through it! 


PACIFIC PRIMARY 

1500/1501 Grove Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415) 409-1961 fax: (415) 409-6936 
email: info@pacificprimary.org 
www.pacificprimary.org 
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Year School Established: 1974 

Director: Belann Giarretto, Executive Director and Lynn 
Turner, Yellow Sun School Director 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Pacific Primary now has two sites! The Yellow Sun School was 
founded in 1974 and the Orange Sun school, directly across 
the street, opened in 2008. Pacific Primary is a full day, year 
round school that provides a loving and creative child centered 
environment. We celebrate the arts with two specialists at each 
school and provide experiences that nurture self-expression 
and self-confidence through hands-on activities, play and 
emergent curriculum. Pacific Primary includes a diverse 
population of families. 

Total Enrollment: 80 Yellow Sun/75 Orange Sun 

Number of Classrooms: 4 at each school. 

Class Size: Ranges from 16 for the youngest to 22 for the 
oldest. 

Age Range: 2.5 - 6 years of age. 

Programs: Full Time and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:30 PM. Pick-up by 6:15 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:7- usually lower because of specialists 
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and support teachers. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: $18,484 includes all fees including 
staff gifts, summer bus field trip program and all meals. 

Additional Fees: No 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Economic diver¬ 
sity is very important to Pacific Primary and we welcome 
applications. Families can download a Tuition Assistance Fact 
Sheet and Application from our website. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tours are held on Wednesday 
mornings, December - mid February. Letters of acceptance are 
mailed at the end of February. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications must 
be received by November 1 to be considered for the following 
school year. 

Teacher Education/Background: ECE, Experience, BA or MA 
Average Teacher Tenure: 15 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Both public and 
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independent schools. More information is included in our Fact 
Sheet on our website. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: The teachers and directors support 
parents during the kindergarten process in several ways. We 
hold a workshop to discuss how to choose an elementary 
school. We meet individually with parents to help them with 
decisions. 

Current Parent Review: A former student, after graduating 
from college, said that Pacific Primary was her best educational 
experience! 


PARKSIDE PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 

2425 19th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94116 
(415)564-6250 fax:415-564-6251 
email: parkside.preschool@yahoo.com 
www.sfparksidepreschool.net 

Year School Established: 1996 

Director: Winnie Ly 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The staff and administrators of Parkside Preschool and 
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Kindergarten are dedicated to using our creativity, patience 
and teaching skills to help with the social, emotional, physical 
and cognitive development and growth of the children placed 
in our care. 

Total Enrollment: 176 

Number of Classrooms: 9 

Class Size: 24 

Age Range: 2 to 6 year of age. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1 teacher to 12 children ages 3 and above. 

1 teacher to 7 children ages 2-3 that need potty training. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Children from 2-3 are not 
required to be fully potty trained. 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes, potty training is provided for 
children from 2-3 year of age. 

Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Full Time - $920/month 
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Part Time 3 full days/week - $765/month 
Part Time 2 full days/week - $710/month 

Tuition fees are subject to change every October 

Additional Fees: $60 one-time Registration Fee. Registration 
fee is subject to change every October. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We do accept 
tuition assistance programs such as Wu Yee Children's Services 
& San Francisco Children's Council. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tour hours are from M-F 9:30 
- 11:00 AM or 3:00 - 5:30 PM. At the end of the tour, if you 
are interested in enrolling your child, fill out a waiting card. If 
we have immediate opening that meets your needs, you may 
enroll your child immediately. If not, you will have to wait for 
our call. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We have a waiting 
list, so come and put your child on our waiting list as soon as 
you can. 

Teacher Education/Background: Fully qualified and certified 
Average Teacher Tenure: 8 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Local private and 
public schools. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Information of admission for public 
schools will be posted to inform parents of the deadline. 


PHOEBE A. HEARST PRESCHOOL LEARNING 
CENTER 

1315 Ellis Street 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

(415) 931-1018 

www.phoebehearstpreschool.org 

Year School Established: 1879 

Director: Irene Byrne 

School Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Phoebe A. Hearst Preschool Learning Center is a 'child- 
centered' preschool, committed to the growth of each child 
in a caring environment that nurtures self-acceptance and 
exploration. Our preschool environment is a testament to a 
belief in childhood. 

• We offer a program that blends supervised activities and 
self-initiated learning. Our curriculum is a legacy to the 
research done by Rhoda Kellogg that confirms that children 
excel when given the opportunity to explore, experience and 
express themselves through the medium of art. 
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• Our emphasis is on the process rather than the product 
of learning. It is our goal to give each child the seed of 
confidence that grows with every success. 

• We also offer an Orff music program to introduce children to 
music. 

• Each classroom is designed to enhance the develop-mental 
learning levels of the children in the program. 

• Classroom activities are planned that encourage the child's 
imagination and playful spirit. Outdoor play areas are off 
the classrooms and are readily available for a child's active 
play. 

• With bright, lively learning materials, we hope to instill in 
our children the desire, the need, and the joy of learning. 

• We offer a transitional kindergarten class for five-year- 
old children. The transitional kindergarten class is a 
developmental program with age-appropriate activities that 
enhance a child's readiness. 

• All children in the program participate in activities in our 
multipurpose room, sensory motor room and art studio 
throughout the course of the week. 

• Families may also avail of the services of our onsite Speech 
and Language Therapist and Occupational Therapist. 
Financial assistance is also available for these services. 
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• Nutritious snacks and a hot lunch are a part of the daily 
routine of the children and the teaching staff." 

Total Enrollment: 80 - 85 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: 

18-2 years old 
24-3 years old 
24-4 years old 
16-5 years old 

Age Range: 2 - 5.9 years 

Programs: Full Time and Year round 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6-2 year olds & 1:8 - all others 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

7:30 AM - 4:30 PM — $1,361/month 
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM — $1,209/month 
7:30 AM - 6:00 PM — $1,539/month 
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8:30 AM - 6:00 PM — $1,420/ month 
Additional Fees: Registration fee of $75 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tour in the fall for the following 
fall enrollment. All applications must be in by December 31 to 
be considered for enrollment. Tuition assistance applications 
are due by February 15th of the year you are applying for 
admission. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We start scheduling 
fall tours in July of the same year. We only schedule tours for 
families looking to enroll their children the following fall of 
their fall tour. Date of application has no bearing on enrollment 
decisions. 

Teacher Education/Background: Staff has a strong educational 
foundation in early childhood development. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10+ years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our children 
attend many of the fine private and public schools in the 
city. Hamlin, Convent, Stuart Hall, Cathedral, Town, SF Day, 
FAIS, Burke, Live Oak, Synergy Presidion Hill, Friends, Claire 
Lilienthal, Clarendon, Rooftop, Sherman, Grattan to name but 
some of those schools. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We hold informational forums in the fall 
for both the private and public application process. Parents 
also can request individual meetings with the director and 
teachers to discuss the process for their child. 

Current Parent Review: 

As parents of three kids we wanted a program that would suit 
the needs of all our children so we toured multiple schools. 
When we visited PHS we fell in love with it instantly and felt 
it would be a perfect fit for all our kids. We were fortunate 
enough to be accepted and are now in our fourth year. 

Phoebe Hearst Preschool has an excellent play based program, 
whi ch has hal f day or full days depending on your requirements. 
It has a large outdoor space with a variety of activities. The 
program changes from year to year and is well thought out 
but allows for wiggle room for the kids individual passions. 
The environment is a very nurturing, loving and is a positive, 
safe place for children to grow and blossom. The staff are 
outstanding, extremely loving and have a fabulous knowledge 
of young children while catering daily for the individual needs 
of each child. It has a close knit, diverse, community with 
strong family values that is accepting of all families. 

We are now parents of a kindergartener. PHS really prepared 
him for elementary school and made the transition so easy on 
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him. 

Our children love going to school every day and we as a family 
are so thrilled to be part of this amazing community. 

C. Conway 


POTRERO KIDS 

At Daniel Webster 

465 Missouri Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107 

On Third (Opening in October 2012) 

810 Illinois Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107 

(415) 550-4700 fax: (415) 550-4701 
email: info@potrerokids.org 
www.pkdw.org 

www.potrerokids.org (website will change to this) 

Year School Established: 2008 
Director: Stacey Bartlett 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Potrero Kids at Daniel Webster (PKDW) is a year round, 
Spanish bilingual preschool operated by the Potrero Residents 
Education Fund (PREFund.org). We strive to create a trusting 
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environment for children, parents and staff in which the 
learning that takes place in our program extends beyond our 
four walls and enriches our families and our community. 

Open from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and serving three meals a day, 
PKDW provides high quality preschool services to the working 
families of San Francisco's Potrero Hill community. PKDW is 
a unique concept - a private bilingual preschool located on a 
public elementary school campus. Considered a pilot program, 
our preschool is integral to expanding community support 
for Daniel Webster Elementary School while also providing 
a much-needed preschool option in Potrero Hill. With a low 
student-teacher ratio of 6 to 1, our developmental, play- 
based program offers a warm, nurturing environment where 
students are encouraged to grow and experience new things. 
We take advantage of the unique language learning window in 
preschool-aged children by exposing them equally to Spanish 
and English. Instructions, songs and stories are presented in 
both languages, immersing our children in a truly bilingual 
experience and encouraging appreciation for other cultures. 
We operate a diverse mixed-age classroom for children ages 
2 years 9 months to 5 years, 25% of whom are on scholarship. 
We offer priority enrollment to parents who live or work in 
Potrero Hill and siblings of Daniel Webster students. 


Total Enrollment: 38 
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Number of Classrooms: 1 
Class Size: 8 

Age Range: 2 years 9 months - 5 years 
Programs: Full Time and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Mostly 
Is Potty Training Provided? Light training 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

At Daniel Webster (Preschool for All) 

Full time - 4 year olds is $1565 monthly 

On Third 

Full time - 3 year old is $1565 & Part time is $1165 monthly 
Full time - 2 year old is $1815 & Part time is $1365 monthly 
Additional Fees: 

Activity Fee: $100 
Registration Fee: $50 
Security Fobs: $25 each 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: CDE subsidies for 
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low-income families. 

Admission Process/Timeline: 

Applications accepted when child is 12 months. 

Admission interviews are held in February preceding Fall 
admission (must be 3 by 12/2 of that year). 

Acceptance letters sent in March. 

Deposits due and class filled by May. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? The earlier the 
better. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies, Directors have BA 
and MA 

Average Teacher Tenure: Consistent - we are a new school. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Daniel Webster Elementary and Buena Vista Elementary 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We are on the campus of a public 
elementary school and are strong supporters of public 
education. We assist all families with navigating this process. 
We support families seeking private education as well, but it is 
not our main objective. 

Current Parent Review: 

My daughter has grown tremendously at PKDW. We love 
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being part of such a passionate community, committed to 
keeping kids in the neighborhood for school. The staff is very 
nurturing, encouraging her to both try new things and follow 
her passions. We are amazed at her Spanish and love to hear 
her singing in both languages. With its full day/year-round 
schedule, PKDW works for working parents - we know that 
everyday our daughter well cared for, learning and growing. 
Shy at first, with the help of the dedicated staff, she has come 
out of her shell and now skips into that bright yellow building 
every day. 


PRESCHOOL, THE 

P.O. Box 40097 

San Francisco, CA 94140 

(415) 285-5327 (best to email) 

email: PreschoolLynn@gmail.com 

www.ThePreschool.com 

www.TheWritingGarden.com 

Year School Established: 1983 

Director: Lynn E. Hazen 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our developmentally appropriate program is special in many 
ways. We offer a personalized mixed-age, small group setting 
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with the best that both home and school have to offer. 

With limited enrollment, a great teaching team, and an excellent 
adult-child ratio, we maintain caring relationships and give 
each child the individualized attention on which all children 
thrive. 

Our indoor and outdoor environments are safe and offer 
stimulating and calming activities so that each child feels 
secure to explore, socialize, play, create, learn & grow. 

The major goals of our program are: 

1. To provide a secure environment where each child's 
physical and emotional needs are met 

2. To cultivate each child's sense of exploration and love of 
learning so that s/he will have a positive attitude toward 
school 

3. To nurture each child's self esteem 

4. To offer the opportunity for successful social relationships 
and fun with friends while learning about self and the 
world around us 

5. To develop many avenues for creative expression 

6. To provide many opportunities to learn about and observe 
nature 

Curriculum themes emerge from the children's interests, 
parents' ideas, our garden, and neighborhood. Books, songs. 
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dance, cooking projects, flannel stories, and creative art projects 
enhance our themes. 

Bugs, Butterflies and Garden Creatures 
Me & My Family 
Let's Build! 

Dinosaurs and Prehistoric Life 

Tadpoles & Frogs 

Making Books 

Sea Life 

Rainforest 

Earth and Space 

Garden & Garden Art 

Me & My Friends 

When 1 Was a Baby...Now I'm a Big Kid 
Old Friends & New Friends 

Total Enrollment: 15 

Number of Classrooms: 1-plus our great outdoor learning 
environment 

Class Size: 15 

Age Range: 3 years old - 5 1/2 years old. Sometimes siblings 
begin a little younger. 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar 
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Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM, 5 days 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5-3 teachers for 15 children 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes, preferred. 

Is Potty Training Provided? We can help. 

Snacks & Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We share observations and refer as 
needed. We are able to work with most children and families. 

Communication between School & Parents: Face-to-face, 
email, informal and formal parent conferences. 

Tuition for September 2012: $8500 annual tuition for early 
September through early June school year 

Additional Fees: $350 for annual insurance & supply fee 

Average Yearly Increase: 0- 5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Varies on how 
much money, if any, we have in our scholarship fund. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We are a small school with a 
long waitlist, so please apply ASAP by downloading a free 
application from www.ThePreschool.com. Then mail each 
child's application to The Preschool. (Mailing address is on 
the application). There is NO application fee. You only need to 
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apply once (per child) to be on the wait list—no need to reapply 
each year. We poll currently enrolled families each January to 
see who is returning the following fall. Then in the early spring, 
we tour families from our waitlist (those who have mailed an 
application) until we fill the spots for the following fall. 

Any mid-year or unexpected last-minute openings are also 
filled from children on the waitlist, so Step One is to download 
and mail in a free application from www.ThePreschool.com 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? As early as possible. 
We are a small program with a long waitlist. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA, BS, MA in Early Child¬ 
hood Education, BS, MFA in Writing For Children 

Environmental Awareness: Very. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 2 years to 29 years 
Staff Select: Education, experience. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. Weekly teacher 
meetings and twice-a-year Teacher Development Days 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Everywhere: 
public and private. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Lynn periodically meets with parents 
to discuss each child's development. Kindergarten readiness, 
application process, and where might be a good match. We 
have a Kindergarten File of potential public and private 
schools and can put you in touch with other parents currently 
attending many schools. We write recommendation letters and 
communicate with private school admissions directors. 

Sun Safety Approach: Sensible. We recommend parents apply 
sunscreen and bring hats. Teachers are aware, especially in 
sunny play areas. 

Type of Fundraising: Very little to none-usually none. 
Current Parent Review: 

"We've had the good fortune for the past 6 years to be a family 
at The Preschool, where each of our three daughters has 
learned to love school. Lynn Hazen's thoughtful, individual 
approach gives each unique child the opportunity to grow into 
a happy little student and friend. Music, art and storytelling 
blend with cooperation and communication to set them off on 
the path to higher learning. It is a preschool that others should 
be measured by." 

K. Makely, MD 

Pediatrician and Mother of Maya, Olivia and Audrey 
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PRESIDIO KNOLLS SCHOOL 

250 - 10th Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

(415) 202-0770 fax:(415)558-9293 

email: contactus@presidioknolls.org 

www.presidioknolls.org 

Year School Established: 2008 

Director: Simona Chongo 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Presidio Knolls School combines a Reggio Emilia-inspired 
educational approach with Mandarin language immersion. 
Our goal is to cultivate globally- aware and socially-responsible 
leaders with a lifelong passion for learning. 

Our approach provides opportunities for children to create 
meaningful relationships, to investigate and create meaning 
through play, to realize that all learning is connected, and to 
feel directly invested in their explorations. 

Total Enrollment: 130 

Number of Classrooms: 6 

Class Size: 15-24 

Age Range: 21/2 years - 5 years 
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Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:4 to 1:8 depending on age 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Toddlers do not, 3+ do 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 
Early Intervention Services: No 

Communication between School & Parents: Each classroom 
sends regular newsletters to the parents about classroom 
experiences and curriculum. The Director sends out weekly 
updates about ongoing events and school initiatives. The 
Parent Association also has a monthly parent newsletter. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

2.6 years old, 2-day (Th-F) $10,300 
2.6 years old, 5-day (M-F) $21,000 
3 years old, 3-day (M-W) $13,500 
3 to 5 years old, 4-day (M-Th) $17,000 
3 to 5 years old, 5-day (M-F) $19,600 
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Additional Fees: For 3-5 year olds we offer extended care 
daily from 4:00 - 6:00 PM for $20 a day or $50/ month for each 
weekday (for example, if a child stays for extended care only 
on Mondays, the parents pay $50/month). 

For toddlers we offer extended care daily from 3:30 - 6:00 PM 
for $20 a day or $65/month for each weekday (for example, if 
a child stays for extended care only on Mondays, the parents 
pay $65/ month). 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Presidio Knolls 
School is committed to diversity, and we offer financial 
assistance to families with demonstrated need. In the most 
recent school year, thirty-six percent of families received some 
form of tuition assistance. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Applications are accepted 
the fall of the year before the child starts school. During 
September-January we have General Information Sessions for 
interested parents. January-February we have student play- 
dates. Acceptance/ wait list letters are sent out in March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications are 
accepted the fall of the year before the child starts school. 

Teacher Education/Background: The majority of teachers have 
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at least a Bachelor's if not a Master's degree. 

Environmental Awareness: We compost and recycle and we 
encourage the students to be environmental stewards. The 
classroom floors are made of natural wood and the school is 
painted with zero VOC paint. Each child has their own indoor 
plant in order to improve the air quality, and in our expansive 
outdoor garden we use native plants to conserve water. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: N/ A - The majority of teachers are 
new for 2011-12 because we expanded from 30 children to 100 
children 

Staff Select: We have an extensive interviewing process 
including written educational essays, classroom work 
interview, and discussions with Director and teachers. 

Professional Development for Staff: We provide ongoing 
coaching and on-site professional development through team 
meetings, faculty meetings, workshops, and educational 
experts. We also attend conferences, seminars, Reggio 
roundtables, and we have exchanges with other preschools in 
San Francisco. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our graduates 
attend public, private and parochial schools in the Bay Area 
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including Burke's, Hamlin, Marin Country Day School, CAIS, 
FA1S, Starr King (Mandarin-immersion program). Clarendon, 
St. Monica and, starting in 2012, Presidio Knolls Elementary 
School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We have kindergarten orientation sessions 
for parents of pre-kindergarten students, offering information 
about the admission process for public and private schools. 
Our teachers and director tour elementary schools and work 
closely with the family throughout the application process. 

Sun Safety Approach: We ask parents to apply sunscreen 
before children come to school. Children and teachers reapply 
sunscreen as necessary. 

Type of Fundraising: We have an annual giving campaign. 

Current Parent Review: 

My daughter graduated from PKS and now attends a public 
Mandarin-immersion school. She is thriving with a love of 
learning, strong toolbox of social skills, and proficiency in 
Mandarin that awes me. I give much of the credit to the PKS 
teachers and staff. 

My son started PKS last August, and so far, so good. The 
community is very involved and invested in the school's 
success, especially with the new expansion up to 8th grade 
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underway. The newer teachers are passionate, sweet, and 
committed to creating a safe, fun, engaging environment. We 
feel lucky to be part of this school. 


PRESIDIO PRESCHOOL 

143 Clement Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

(415) 742-4488 email: info@presidiopreschool.com 
www.PresidioPreschool.com 

Year School Established: 2008 

Director: Maryanne Harvey 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Presidio Preschool promotes the intellectual, social, emotional 
and physical growth of our preschool children through creative 
learning opportunities. It is child-based learning through play 
that helps children develop social skills (including respect 
and concern for others), enhance self-esteem, competence 
and academic/kindergarten readiness. Our curriculum is 
developmentally appropriate, play-based and child-centered, 
with themes chosen by the children, daily art and music, 
weekly nature hikes in the Presidio National forest, language 
arts, and pre-math through graphs, blocks, shapes, cooking 
projects, etc. 
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Total Enrollment: up to 27 children per day 
Number of Classrooms: 4 classes 

Class Size: ranging from 4 students to 9 students depending 
on age 

Age Range: 2 years 9 months through 5 years old 
Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar, Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:4 or 1:4.5 (1:9 in play yard only for 
the older 2 classes) 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Snacks & Lunch: No 
Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 
Admission Process/Timeline: Application and Tour 
Field Trips: Yes 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Claire Lilienthal, 
French American, Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires, Argonne, 
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Dr. William Cobb, Clarendon, Saint Monica's, Star of the Sea, 
St. Brendan's, Stuart Hall, Presidio Hill School, McKinley, 
George Peabody, Sherman 

RAINBOW MONTESSORI OF SAN FRANCISCO 

2358 - 24th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94116 
(415)661-9100 fax:(415)661-5832 
email: crain2358@aol.com 
www.rainbowmontessoirsanfrancisco.com 

Year School Established: 1985 

Director: Candace Cusack 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Rainbow Montessori of San Francisco is an urban school 
located in the beautiful Me Coppin Square Park. We have a 
great outdoor play area among tress and flowers, and we can 
walk to our public library located in the park. 

Montessori education is both a philosophy of child development 
and a rationale for guiding such development. There are four 
primary elements of the Montessori method: 

1. Auto-education using didactic materials 

2. Individualized Education 

3. A prepared Environment 
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4. The Teacher or Guide 

Maria Montessori said, "the young child posseses unusual 
sensitivity and mental powers for absorbing and learning from 
his environment." 

Firstly, by using specifically designed apparatus to stimulate 
the little child's natural desire to act through action; second, to 
provide him with action which shall give him a better control 
of his own body and will-power; and, third, which shall lead 
him naturally from a single action to a more difficult one. 

Dr. Montessori realized that children are all different from each 
other and therefore, need the greatest possible liberty for their 
individual growth. 

Children may work on different tasks at the same time or the 
same task at different times. The Montessori classroom is a 
prepared environment for the child to explore and discover. 
There is a sense of structure and order; everything has a 
permanent place. 

Last, the Teacher or Guide is the vital link between the child 
and the prepared environment. She matches the materials to 
the child's inner needs by observing the child, and actively 
seeks ways to help him accomplish his goals. 

Total Enrollment: 18 


Number of Classrooms: 1 
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Class Size: one class with 18 children 
Age Range: 2.5 to 5.9 
Programs: Full Time, Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: One teacher to nine children, and a 
portion of the day there is a one to six ratio. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We do encourage parents to 
recognize when an evaluation is needed but we do not provide 
intervention services on our site. 

Communication between School & Parents: We send emails 
as well as post fliers, and we have our own private website to 
communicate to the parents. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

$1125.00/mo 8:30 -12:15 (part-time) 

$1375.00/mo 8:30 - 3:00 (regular school day) 

$1455.00/mo 8:30 - 4:00 (extended care begins) 

$1535.00/mo 8:30-5:00 
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$1600.00/mo 8:30-5:30 

Additional Fees: 7:30 — 8:30 AM $7.00 an hour. Drop-in rate 
$10.00 an hour. 

Average Yearly Increase: 2-3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Not at this time. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Parents should attend an open 
house in October or January. Following this we encourage 
parents to do an observation. After submitting a child 
enrollment application with an application fee of $65.00, we 
will schedule the child to visit in January unless there is a space 
available during the school year. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? At least one year and 
half in advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA in Education or related 
field. Master's degree in Montessori education and Montessori 
Certified. Field Master degree Montessori Certified. 

Environmental Awareness: We emphasize recycling in the 
school and help children learn why we need to care for the 
earth. We also use a "green' cleaning service to clean the school 
daily 


Field Trips: Yes 
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Average Teacher Tenure: Eight to ten years 

Staff Select: Selection is done through a three-part interview 
process. An interview, a half-day class observation, and a full 
background check on education and references. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. We encourage our 
staff to attend workshops and conferences to enhance their 
understanding of young children. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Some parents 
select the parochial schools in the neighborhood: St. 
Gabriel's, St. Brendan's and St. Cecilia's. Others select the 
Alternative Public Schools and a handful of parents apply to 
the Independent Schools: San Francisco Friends School, Live 
Oak, The Hamlin School, French American, Chinese American 
School and Cathedral School for Boys. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: When a child is getting ready to move 
onto kindergarten or first grade, we spend time helping 
educate parents to know how to select schools that match their 
child's learning style and their family values. 

Sun Safety Approach: We have the parents provide sunscreen 
for their child and apply before going outside to the 
playground. 
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Type of Fundraising: We do minimal fund raising. 


RUSSIAN HILL SCHOOL 

2026 Divisadero Street 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

(415) 202-0525 fax: (415) 202-0528 

email: info@russianhillschool.org 

www.russianhillschool.org 

Year School Established: 1981 

Director: Bonnie McFadden 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Russian Hill School is an early childhood education pre¬ 
kindergarten which addresses the individual, social, emotional 
and educational needs of children between the ages of three 
and six. Specific concentrations in social interaction, the 
creative arts (visual arts, dance, dramatic play), music, physical 
exercise and academic readiness are a tradition for this twenty 
eight year old "blended curriculum" program. Learning 
from one another in a classroom that has been conceived to 
facilitate multi-faceted developmental needs, children form 
strong cognitive and social skills in preparation for Elementary 
School. 

A wealth of resource is available through art for maximizing 
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the benefits to students in regard to learning motivation, self¬ 
esteem and cognitive growth. At Russian Hill School the art 
"process" is individualized for children's beginning skills. 
Reading and Math readiness is achieved primarily through 
play opportunities. Dramatic play programs and unit study 
approaches incorporate cohesive activities that encourage 
holistic development. Independence is fostered in children 
through exposure to continual situations that promote this 
response. Our Open-Classroom format is designed to teach self- 
reliance by offering consistent practice with decision-making 
opportunities regarding child activity and peer involvement 
choices. "Learning by doing" with age-similar companions 
and adult guidance is the educational approach at Russian Hill 
School. 

Total Enrollment: 44 

Number of Classrooms: Two (AM & PM program) 

Class Size: 22 

Age Range: Ages 3 through 6 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 


Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:4 
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Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Monday - Friday 

Half Day 8:00 AM to 12:30 PM @ $1,140 per month 
Half Day 1:00 PM to 5:30 PM @ $1,140 per month 
Full Day 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM @ $2, 280 per month 

Additional Fees: Field trip fee: $100 (annual fee) 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: For processing of application 
and the determination of admission, families are required 
completion of the following information/interview program. 

• An Evening Tour (hosted by our Director and RHS Parent 
Docents) is held monthly, during the primary application 
period (October - March). 

• One Saturday "play-date" for applicant children (age 2.6 or 
older) will be scheduled, thereafter. Parents attend a separate 
meeting and coffee hour while their children are in the 
classroom. 


Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Admission of a 
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student is determined upon classroom balance for mixed-age, 
sex and ethnicity. While we adhere to a year-round enrollment 
period, and our primary enrollment begins in the fall we work 
from a "wait-pool", accepting applications at any point during 
the school year when space is deemed available. 

Teacher Education/Background: Completion of a B.A. or 
Masters Degree in Early Childhood Education and 2 years' 
work-related experience. 

Average Teacher Tenure: Three years. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our children 
attend a wide variety of independent co-educational and 
single gender school programs throughout San Francisco and 
the Bay Area. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parents receive from teachers' detailed 
biyearly conferences regarding their child's holistic progress 
and insight into areas where cumulative development in 
terms of readiness for kindergarten can be encouraged. We 
offer an informal "Kindergarten Night" (seminar, panel and 
discussion) to apprise families of Elementary Schools that are 
available to them. Prior to their search, parents of kindergarten- 
bound children conference with our Director for the purpose 
of projecting their child's development over the coming year. 
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Efforts at this meeting are to offer advice in the application 
process and help determine schools that best suit their child's 
learning style, strengths and personality. 

Current Parent Review: 

Both of my children have thrived at Russian Hill School, 
despite having very different learning styles and energy 
levels. RHS provides the perfect balance of structure and play, 
and children are gently guided through a variety of activities 
throughout their day. In the mixed age classroom, the teachers 
very skillfully help the older children to become leaders 
and role models for their younger playmates. RHS focuses 
on important socialization skills-cooperating with friends, 
resolving conflicts and learning how to transition from one 
activity to the next. My kids have been exceptionally well 
prepared for kindergarten. And the art projects are amazing! 


ST. ANNE PRESCHOOL 

1362 A 14th Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94122 

(415) 731-2355 fax: (415) 731-1673 

email: stanneps@gmail.com 

www.stanneps.com 


Year School Established: 2008 
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Director: Judy Glaeser 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

St. Anne Preschool is a Catholic, play-based preschool. We 
focus on the individual development of each child and aim 
to foster spiritual, social, emotional, cognitive, and physical 
development. Our goal is to provide a nurturing environment 
that stimulates the natural curiosity for learning. Our 
preschool is designed as a child-centered, child-guided space 
where children will have the opportunity to explore and make 
independent choices through hands-on experiences. 

We recognize that each child has unique talents, learning styles 
and personalities. Our highly qualified teachers are committed 
to working within each child's comfort zone to ensure optimal 
social, emotional and educational results. 

Classes are kept to a low student-teacher ratio of 1 to 8 and 
space is limited to twenty-five children at one time. 

Total Enrollment: 25 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 25 

Age Range: 3-5 years of age 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, Summer 
Program 
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Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1-8 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We have a speech therapist offer 
speech assessments to any parents who are interested. There 
is usually a $50 fee for this service. We also make referrals to 
the SFUSD for assessments and recommendations to parents 
to have their child assessed if we notice a difference in 
development. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
verbally everyday with parents. Teachers and the director are 
available to talk at any time provided the children's needs 
are being met first. Phone calls and emails are a common and 
convenient way to communicate too. We also have a blog for 
currently enrolled students so that parents can get a peek of all 
the things we do in the classroom. 

Tuition for September 2012: Tuition at St. Anne Preschool is 
an annual fee covering the entire school year and is based on 
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your child's schedule. Your first payment is due with your 
registration form for the school year and is equivalent to 
10% of your child's annual tuition. You may pay the balance 
of your tuition payment on September 1 or you may spread 
your payments over 9 months due on the first of the month 
September-May. 

Preschool Schedules and Tuition 

The preschool program is from 2:30-5:30 PM. You may choose 
a 3,4,or 5 days per week, provided there is space available. 

3 days per week- $4,050 

4 days per week- $5,100 

5 days per week- $6,000 

Pre-K Schedule and Tuition 

The Pre-K students have a set 5 days per week schedule, but 
there is flexibility in the length of their day. 

Part-time* (8 AM-12:30 PM)- $8,250 
Extended Day (8 AM-3 PM)- $9,950 
Full-time (7 AM-6 PM)- $12,000 

Additional Fees: Extra Day Care hours are $5 per hour with a 
minimum of 1 hour. 

Average Yearly Increase: 2.5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: We accept applications on a 
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rolling basis. We invite all parents and their child to visit the 
school at which time they can pick up an application. Once 
you've seen the school and I have received your application 
I will mail you a waitlist letter. Acceptance letters for the 
upcoming school year go out in February. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Parents may apply as 
early as they like but 1 year in advance is all that is necessary. 

Teacher Education/Background: AA, BA, Child Development 
Permits 

Environmental Awareness: We teach the children how to 
compost and recycle. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 4 years 

Staff Select: Staff are selected based on classroom experience 
with young children combined with educational background. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. Each teacher is 
up to date with their CPR, First Aid and Health and Safety 
Certificates. We also attend the annual NAEYC conference 
and other workshops to enhance learning for the teachers and 
director. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: St. Anne, St. 
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Brendan, St. Gabriel, Town, SFUSD 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We have an annual conference with 
parents to discuss where their child is in terms of kindergarten 
readiness. We complete any applications for kindergarten that 
parents turn in to us. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents may bring in sun block and hats 
that we will put on the children when we go outside. 

Type of Fundraising: We have small fundraisers throughout 
the year that are not mandatory. We have one large fundraiser 
in the spring. The only mandatory fundraising we do is Escrip 
participation. 

Current Parent Review: 

St. Anne Preschool has been a wonderful first school experience 
for my 3 year old son. The atmosphere is always welcoming 
and the teachers have a fun and creative curriculum geared 
toward introducing new ideas to open young minds. Each day 
the school helps the children not only learn new concepts, but 
also expand their social capabilities through projects and play. 
What I love most is that they never lose sight of the fact that 
these are small children who need to be nurtured and whose 
job it is to play every day. Jennifer - Robert's mom 
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ST. JAMES PRESCHOOL 

4620 California Street 

San Francisco, CA 94118 

(415) 752-8258 fax: (415) 751-1545 

email: preschool@stjamessf.org 

www.stjamespreschoolsf.org 

Year School Established: 1963 

Director: Roger Setterfield 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

At St. James Preschool, we create an educational environment 
that respects each child's individuality, while cultivating a 
strong sense of community. We are dedicated to a developmental 
child-centered philosophy that fosters personal growth, 
cultural awareness and respect for a child's spirit. SJP is place 
where a child can grow, explore, learn and have fun in a safe, 
intimate setting. 

Total Enrollment: 55 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: Varies depending age group. 

Age Range: 2-5 year olds 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, and 




Preschools SF 


409 


Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

2- 3 year olds -1:4 ratio 

3- 4 year olds - 1:7 ratio 

4- 5 year olds - 1:8 ratio 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

2- 3 year olds - $9,150/year 

3- 4 year olds - $8,510 

4- 5 year olds - $10,610, with extended care $ 15,640 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We have a needs- 
based Tuition Assistance Program. 

Admission Process/Timeline: 

Attend Open House (mid October or mid January). 

Submit Application and application fee by January 31st of 
school year applying. 

Decisions are announced late February. 
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Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Application deadline 
is January 31st for the year a child wishes to enroll. For example, 
enrollment for fall 2012, application is due by January 31, 
2012. 

Teacher Education/Background: Fully Licensed Teachers 
Average Teacher Tenure: 8 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

• Argonne Elementary School 

• Cathedral School for Boys 

• Chinese American International School 

• Claire Lilienthal Elementary School 

• Convent School for Girls 

• Creative Arts Charter School 

• Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires 

• French American International School 

• George Peabody Elementary School 

• The Hamlin School 

• Katherine Delmar Burke School 

• Kittredge School 

• Lafayette Elementary School 

• The Chinese Immersion School at De Avila 

• New Traditions Elementary School 

• Presidio Hill School 

• Ring Mountain School 
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• Ross Elementary School 

• San Francisco Friends School 

• St. Monica's School 

• Sts. Peter & Paul School 

• St. Vincent de Paul School 

• Starr King Elementary School 

• Star of the Sea School 

• Stuart Hall School for Boys 

• Sunset Elementary School 

• Town School for Boys 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: This involves group and individual 
meetings with prospective kindergarten families. In 
conjunction with the school director, each family creates a 
tiered kindergarten application plan. We advise families on 
public, parochial, and private school placement. 

Current Parent Review: 

This school is a hidden gem in SF. The administration and 
staff are incredible dedicated and have excellent guidance for 
development and socialization. The parent-teacher connection 
is every day. The parents' community is a diverse, down-to- 
earth group of conscientious people who are pragmatic and 
real. We couldn't be happier to have our daughter there! 
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ST. PAUL'S LITTLEST ANGEL PREPARATORY 
PRESCHOOL 

Pre-Kindergarten and Junior Kindergarten 
221 Valley Street, Suite X 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415)824-5437 fax:(415)341-1070 
email: LittlestAngelPreschool@>gmai 1 .com 
www.LittlestAngelPreschool.com 

Year School Established: 1988 

Director: Mrs. Peg Lazzarini-Kayser 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We provide quality care and education for toilet trained 
children age 2 years 9 months to 6 years. 

Our academic program is designed to prepare children for 
primary education at their own pace. We are a developmental 
program. Children are learning daily through our structured 
learning environment, along with an opportunity to explore, 
create and play. We experience physical education, phonics, arts 
and crafts, music and movement, language, reading readiness, 
math skills, computers, cooking, and creative drama. 

Philosophy: 

Li ttlest Angel Preparatory provides a caring, safe and 
stimulating environment for the children of our community 
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and surrounding communities. We are a feeder school to St. 
Paul Elementary School Kindergarten. 

We recognize foremost that parents are the primary educators 
of their children and dedicate ourselves to the support of home 
and family. 

We seek to develop high self-esteem, as well as to encourage 
optimum growth in the spiritual, social, cognitive, physical 
and emotional areas. We assist a child in developing his/her 
potential in an environment of affection, encouragement and a 
balance of structured time and playtime. 

We respect the uniqueness of the individual child and offer 
opportunities to explore, experiment and create according to 
his/her talents and abilities. 

Total Enrollment: 38 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: Varies 

Age Range: 

Preschool: 33 months to approximately 3 years 5 months 

Pre-Kindergarten: 3 years 6 months to approximately 4 years 
5 months 

Junior Kindergarten: 4years 6 months to approximately 6 
years 
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Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1 teacher to 7 children 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes, 'accidents' expected. 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: I recommend a Pediatrician be the 
first to evaluate a child. I too will assess a child academically 
and make recommendations to parents. Next, I provide space, 
assessments and any requests from screening and assessment 
therapists and evaluators from SFUSD or private screenings. 

Communication between School & Parents: 1 communicate 
mainly through email. Parents are welcome to stop by the office 
or make an appointment at any time. I send home flyers and 
hard copies of letters, as needed. We also have a Parent Corner 
in Preschool and a Parent Corner on our website wherein 1 
post. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Full Time: $1400.00 
Part Time: $1225.00 
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Please see our website for a variety of other options. 

Additional Fees: 

Non-Refundable Fees: 

Application Fee: $50.00 
Registration Fee: $175.00 
Uniform jacket: $35.00 
Activity Fee: $600.00 
The above are all one time fees. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Only when money 
is donated. At this time we do not offer Financial Aid or Tuition 
Assistance. We do accept Children's Council and Wu Yee. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Go to our website, download 
the Application Packet #1. Mail to preschool or drop it off. You 
will receive a reply within 2 weeks via email. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Our parents apply 
from time of pregnancy to a month before Preschool is needed. 
The farther in advance a parent applies guarantees a space for 
their child. 

Teacher Education/Background: ECE, Certification, Permit 

Environmental Awareness: We have 2 air scrubbers running 
24 hours, Dyson hand dryers, sensored faucets and low flow 
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toilets. We try to use only compostable disposables. All of our 
water is filtered. We recycle, reuse and teach the same. Our art 
and our craft projects are often recycled materials. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 8 years 

Staff Select: Through interviews, compatibility and team 
work. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: St. Paul, St. Philip, 
St. John, Notre Dame, Live Oak, Roof Top, French American 
International, Alvarado, Fairmount, St. Brendan, Claremont, 
St. Stephen, Stuart Hall, Grattan, Lycee Francais, St. Brigid, 
West Portal, Epiphany, St. Cecilia, Live Oak, Adda Clevenger, 
Synergy, 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Keeping parents informed of open house. 
Reminding them to submit applications. Asking parents to 
share with other parents their experiences with open house 
tours. 

Sun Safety Approach: We have a stationary awning over 
our play area. When we go out into the sun we always use 
sunscreen. Children are encouraged to bring hats from home. 
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Type of Fundraising: If we have any fundraisers they are small. 
Parents bring things to work or family gathering and take 
orders. We have done small fundraisers with the community 
and parents also. 

Current Parent Review: 

We visited many preschools in the Bay Area for our son and 
found Littlest Angel Preschool to be the best choice for us. The 
initial aspect that caught our eye was the diversity of children 
as well as the teachers. We like the idea of our son to have 
the exposure to a diverse group. The teachers at Littlest Angel 
Preschool were truly the deciding factor for us. The teachers 
range in age and experience and consist of male and female. 
The diversity of the teachers with in the classroom was an 
excellent balance that we recognized right away. The changes 
we recognized in our son both emotionally and academically 
have proven our choice in preschool was indeed the best 
choice. 

Paul Sportelli 


ST. PHILIP PRESCHOOL 

725 Diamond Street 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

(415) 282-0143 fax: (415) 282-8962 

email: preschoolinfo@saintphilipparish.org 
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www.saintphilippreschool.org/ 

Year School Established: 2005 
Director: Holly Veldhuis 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Saint Philips combines a play-based approach with a variety 
of thoughtfully designed teacher-led activities. Teachers lead 
songs, stories and games that provide a scaffold for developing 
values and self-awareness. They also design celebrations of the 
seasons with art, music and social events. The program often 
has a festive atmosphere. At the same time, hour-long periods of 
free choice allow children to focus on self-expression and learn 
how to play alone and together. The abundant environment 
invites exploration. Teachers stay closely involved with 
individual children and help them learn to soothe themselves, 
resolve their conflicts and express caring for each other. In this 
way we invite children to participate actively in building a 
happy, safe and respectful preschool community. 

Total Enrollment: 42 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: 14-16 


Age Range: 3-6 years 
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Program: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:7 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Snacks: Yes 
Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: Not specifically. Our Head 
Teachers are skilled with a wide variety of children's needs 
and abilities. We also consult with parents and recommend 
services as need. 

Communication between School & Parents: Day to day 

conversations, phone calls, monthly newsletters, frequent 
emails about events and issues. 

Tuition for September 2012: Varies by Program. Full Time is 
$1516 per month. 

Additional Fees: Tot cot for nappers. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 
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Admission Process/Timeline: Applications ($50 fee) accepted 
year round. Tours are on Thursdays at 9:30 AM. Call to reserve 
a spot. Open House is in January. Primary enrollment period 
for fall preschool openings is in February. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? You can put in an 

application any time after your child is born. As we are a Parish 
School associated with Saint Philip Elementary, we have a 
number of priorities. Date of application is a consideration for 
enrollment both for Parishioners and for other children from 
the neighborhood. 

Teacher Education/Background: B.A. or A.A. ECE 

Environmental Awareness: The children are involved in 
composting/ recycling. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 3 years 

Staff Select: Panel Interview/Working Interview/References 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. We invite speakers to 
our staff development days and teachers visit other preschools 
and bring back new ideas. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Primarily Saint 
Philip Elementary. Also St. Cecilia's and St. Brendan's. Public 
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schools, especially Alvarado. Private schools including 
Children's Day, Marin Prep, French American. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parent meetings in the fall and personal 
consultations as needed. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are responsible for sunscreen in 
the morning. Teachers reapply during the day as needed. 

Type of Fundraising: Social events for parents involve small 
scale fundraisers like a silent auction, or a "giving tree." We 
raise money for St. Jude's Children's Hospital through an 
annual "Trike-a-Thon." 

Current Parent Review: 

Over the past 4 years, our three daughters have attended St. 
Philips Preschool. The staff are incredibly dedicated, creative, 
enthusiastic, playful and nurturing while providing clear 
student/teacher boundaries. The Head Preschool teacher 
has been at the program for 6 years and with the Head Pre K 
teacher, the team has over 20+ years teaching experience. They 
communicate with parents regularly and are always open to 
meet as needed. During our parent conferences, it amazes me 
how well they describe our three very different girls to a tee! It 
has been a great first school experience. 
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ST. THOMAS APSOTLE PRESCHOOL & PRE¬ 
KINDERGARTEN LEARNING CENTER 

710 - 40th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94121 
(415)387-5511 fax:(415)221-8611 
email: hpeterson@sfsta.org 
www.sfsta.org 

Year School Established: 2010 
Director: Hope R. Peterson 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our program is designed to foster each child's emotional, social, 
expressive, cognitive and physical development. We accept all 
children while providing a warm safe, imaginative setting for 
children to gain confidence and develop age appropriate skills 
as they take their first steps outside their family. 

Our program places a tremendous emphasis on parent 
communication. We know that a child's success is dependent 
on a successful partnership between home and school. Our 
program encourages parent involvement whenever possible 
by utilizing our "open door policy." 

We believe every child will be a successful learner when offered 
a "Learning by Doing" philosophy. Our program's activities are 
designed to take advantage of natural curiosity to experiment. 
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a trait that exists in every child. Our programs enrich each 
child's learning experiences through science, cooking, art, 
music and discovery, phonics and pre-math concepts through 
play and activities. Our balance of philosophies and warm 
parent community have made for the 2011 gold medal Award 
Winning Preschool from Bay Area Parent Magazines 'Best 
of the Best Preschool in San Francisco' category. Our bright 
and cheerful preschool is spacious, with open and sheltered 
outdoor play space including a vegetable and flower garden. 
It's an ideal space for children. The preschool holds 6 fun Child 
and Family Events each school year. Events are free. Beginning 
soccer is also included in all of our programs. 

Total Enrollment: 38 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: 6-12 

Age Range: 2 years 9 months - 5 years 9 months 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:45 AM - 5:45 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:7 


Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
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Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: We provide early interventions 
services as needed for any student through the SFUSD Preschool 
Learning and Assessment Center in recommendation and 
cooperation with childs parents. 

Parents are asked to complete their own assessment packet 
from SFUSD L&A Center Once reviewed, their child is 
observed through play while at preschool. Upon completion 
of observation, the Assessment Center will meet with our 
preschools director, child's parents and teacher/s along with 
Assessment Center professionals to discuss recommendations 
for success. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
with parents in many ways. Parents are welcomed into 
preschool each morning. Parents have a file folder available 
just inside our preschool entrance for flyers, notices, invoices, 
memos, injury and incident reports and is checked daily. We 
have planned conferences three times during our 11-month 
school year. In addition, parents can call or email our director 
at any time. 

We are generally noted for returning any interested parent 
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message who may have an interest on our preschool in a timely 
manor. Parents will hear back from our director very soon after 
the call is received. 

Tuition for September 2012: Tuition is based on range for 
2,3,4,or 5 mornings from 7:45 - 11:45 AM, or until 3:00 PM, or 
until 5:45 PM. 

Additional Fees: No additional fees. All tuition rates are 
based on the options of number of days and hours per week/ 
month. 

Average Yearly Increase: 1% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No we do not have 
a Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Parents must first tour our 
preschool and are encouraged to bring their child. Applications 
are given at that time. Once the application is completed and 
submitted, parents will receive an acceptance call and letter 
within 3-4 business days. Enrollment and a secured spot for 
child takes place once all fees are received. Enrollment can 
begin as soon as the following month or the following year. 
Students are admitted to Saint Thomas Apostle Preschool on 
a first come, first served basis. Priority registration is given to 
families who are currently enrolled for the following school 
year. 
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Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We recommend parents 
tour our preschool and apply 6 to 12 months in advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: MA in ECE 

Environmental Awareness: We do serve organic milk, natural 
juice on occasion, fruits and veggies each day. Some of our 
veggies come from our own organic garden at preschool, which 
is a part of our preschool program. Children learn to compost 
and recycle. Paper products are used very sparingly. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: No turnover. 

Staff Select: Staff have been selected by State Department 
of Community Care Licensing Education and Experience 
requirements. In additional to experience, professional growth 
and letters of recommendation are also taken into consideration 
of any candidate. 

Our teachers are chosen not only for education and experience, 
but most importantly for their love of and devotion to children. 
We know that quality programs depend on the relationships, 
individual philosophy and team. 

Professional Development for Staff: We provide professional 
growth and development for our teachers twice yearly along 
with on going support training. It is vital for teaching success 
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with each child's' learning process. In addition the staff meets 
once weekly for a meeting. All staff members are CAEYC 
and NAEYC Members. The Director is also a member of the 
SF Preschool Directors Group, a member of the Preschool 
Directors' of the SF Archdiocese, a Director Mentor with the 
CA Director Mentors Association, and she had created and 
begun a preschool in Noe Valley previously to creating and 
opening this preschool in the Richmond District. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our current 
Pre-Kindergarten students have priority enrollment for 
kindergarten after testing with St. Thomas Apostle School. 
(STA School also won an award 2011 for the Best of the Best 
Elementary School is SF-see website listed) The school is located 
around the corner from preschool, so many preschool families 
continue on to St Thomas Apostle Elementary School. Some of 
our students live in the Sunset, Presidio, Noe Valley and the 
Marina districts of SF. At times those children are enrolled for 
kindergarten into schools closer to home. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We gladly complete any forms needed 
for kindergarten entry. Our Director also sends a letter of 
recommendation and a phone message to the Admissions 
Department. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are encouraged to apply 
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sunscreen on their child before coming to preschool each 
morning. For children who stay with us past 11:45 AM, 
teachers reapply sunscreen to children before going outside in 
the afternoon. Each child has his/her own sunscreen, which is 
kept at preschool. 

Type of Fundraising: Generally none. We invite parents to 
join a fun parent evening for an Annual Parents Night Event- 
Children' Art Auction. The evening is free for entry. It is not 
mandatory to attend or donate. 

Current Parent Review: 

Our children want to attend preschool on the weekends. 
It's one nice compliment to say we have found a wonderful 
preschool for our children but it is truly another to be a part 
of a caring, loving staff and supportive community which 
embraces each individual child. STA Preschool was introduced 
to us through a recommendation from our large on-line parent 
group. The staff are warm and welcoming. The space is 
incredible, a well thought out plan and enriching for children's 
interest, exploration and development. We are very happy for 
this successful, preschool foundation that is available for our 
children ... Our children talk about it, their teachers and what 
they learned each day. It is a must see Preschool! Thank you 
from our family to all of the teachers and Director. 

T. Jess & Family 
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SAN FRANCISCO SCHOOL, THE 

300 Gaven Street 
San Francisco, CA 94134 
(415) 239-5065 fax: (415) 239-4833 
email: admissions@sfschool.org 
www.sfschool .org 

Year School Established: 1966 

Director: Steve Morris 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The San Francisco School is an independent, coeducational day 
school. Founded in 1966, the school is an established, vibrant 
educational community with a multicultural enrollment of 275 
students (preschool-8th grade), an experienced and dedicated 
faculty, and supportive and involved parents. 

• The preschool program centers on the ideas of Maria 
Montessori. 

• The elementary and middle school program reflects the 
ideals of a progressive, child-centered approach. 

The school also includes an extended care program, parent 
education opportunities, and summer recreational activities. 

Suitably characterized by a parent as "an urban school with 
a village atmosphere," the school embraces San Francisco's 
ethnic, cultural, and economic diversity. Our progressive 
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approach to education encourages children to develop self- 
reliance, solid academic skills, integrity, and a sense of social 
values. 

The school is respected for a strong sense of community, 
personal attention to students, and a dynamic arts program. 
Our students graduate academically prepared, inquisitive, 
compassionate, and eager for the challenges ahead. 
www.sfschool.org/academics/preschool 

Total Enrollment: 275 (preschool-8th), 74 (Preschool) 

Number of Classrooms: 2 preschool classrooms 

Class Size: 37 students in each preschool classroom 

Age Range: 3-6 years (in preschool & kindergarten) 

Programs: Full Time, School Year Calendar and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:9 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 


Snacks & Lunch: Yes 
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Tuition for September 2012: Preschool-5th - $22,585 
Additional Fees: None 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: The San Francisco 
School values diversity in all respects and is committed to the 
accessibility and affordability of a quality education. We strive 
for an economically diverse student body and offer indexed 
tuition to families that may need support while attending SFS. 
Currently, 35% of our families take part in the indexed tuition 
program. 

Admission Process/Timeline: 

Mid September: Sign up for tour or open house event online at 
www.sfschool.org/admissions. 

Mid October-mid December: Attend at our open house event. 

Early January: Submit an online application and application 
fee. 

Early January: Submit a teacher evaluation form, if applicable. 

February: select families are invited to attend an interview and 
assessment. 

Mid March: Decisions letters are mailed. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? One year before 
they wish to enroll their child. All applications are reviewed 
independently every year. 
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Teacher Education/Background: Montessori-trained, Masters, 
Bachelors 

Average Teacher Tenure: 9 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: The San Francisco 
School, because we are preschool-8th grade. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: We do not need to assist families with the 
kindergarten application process because most of our families 
continue our program through 8th grade. 

Current Parent Review: 

We feel that sending our children to the San Francisco School 
has been one of the best decisions we could have made. They are 
thriving and so are we. The nurturing program and thoughtful 
teaching staff has allowed our child to have a smooth transition 
into preschool. My child looks forward to attending school 
every day and for that, we are grateful. 


SCANDINAVIAN SCHOOL, THE 

20 Woodside Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94127 

(415) 665-3276 email: info@scandinavianschool.org 
www.scandinavianschool.org 
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Year School Established: 2002 as a once per week program, 
2005 as a full time school 

Director: Mimmi Skoglund, Director and Johanna Nordwall, 
Assistant Director 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Scandinavian School is a full immersion preschool 
where only Danish, Norwegian and Swedish is spoken in the 
classroom. All teachers are native speakers of the languages 
and grew up in Scandinavia. We are also a play-based school 
inspired by the Reggio Emilia Approach to Early Childhood 
Education. The teachers are trained to recognize a child's 
interests and create on-going projects that stimulate a child's 
curiosity and learning. 

We follow the Scandinavian preschool curriculum and spend a 
lot of time outdoors every day, rain or shine. 

We are also a cultural center that offers enrichment classes for 
children in music and movement, baking, language classes. 
Lego workshops, Christmas and Easter arts and crafts as 
well as language classes for adults in Danish, Norwegian and 
Swedish. 

Total Enrollment: 45 


Number of Classrooms: 3 
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Class Size: 15 

Age Range: 2 - 5.9 years or school start 

Programs: Full Time, School Year Calendar, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 
Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Communication between School & Parents: Mostly via email, 
newsletters every other week and with teachers at drop-off 
and pick-up. We also have parent teacher conferences twice 
per year. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

5 days, 9 AM - 3 PM $12,480/year 
5 days, 8 AM - 6 PM $18,300/year 
Extended care, morning and afternoon $11.00/hour 
Drop-in fee & Ad-hoc hours $17.50/hour 

Additional Fees: Breakfast, two snacks and a home cooked 
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warm lunch are included in the tuition. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, we have 
tuition assistance for our families and ask them to resubmit 
their requests each year. The process is completely confidential 
and as much as possible we try to maintain the amount each 
family receives their first year as long as the family's situation 
remains unchanged. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We accept applications year 
round and plan the enrollment in March every year for the 
upcoming school year. Letters go to parents end of March/ 
early April. Application needs to be received by Feb 1st the 
year you are applying for. 

Teacher Education/Background: A range of a minimum of 12 
ECE units to Bachelors degree 

Environmental Awareness: At the Scandinavian School 
sustainable development is important. There for we try to 
incorporate a greener way as much as possible in our every 
day life at the school by recycling, composting, collecting 
rainwater, planting vegetables, using compostable diapers, 
and eat more vegetarian, organic and local food. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 5 year 
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Professional Development for Staff: We have professional 
development 4 days per year and at our staff meetings once 
per month with workshops, lectures, visit to other preschools, 
CPR -training and more. In addition to this we also have 4 
planning days. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: A mix of public, 
parochial and private schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We meet with the parents once in the fall 
to talk about the application process and we support them in 
the process with evaluation letters and follow-up to the schools 
to which they have applied. 

Type of Fundraising: We have fundraising events for the whole 
Scandinavian community as well as a preschool art show and 
an annual campaign. 

Current Parent Review: 

We are very happy with the school. It has been great for our 
family. We love the support with language and being part of 
the whole community. We also love the hot lunch they serve, 
the field trips and all the outdoor time! The teachers are very 
professional and sweet. They enrich my child's social, cultural, 
intellectual and emotional world. 
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SERRA PRESCHOOL, THE 

7 Funston Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

(415) 561-2200 email: info@theserrapreschool.com 
www.theserrapreschool.com 

Year School Established: 2001 

Director: Marybeth Cody 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Open to children between 2 years and six months and 5 years 
and nine months old, our program reflects a developmentally 
appropriate, play-based curriculum for children. The Serra 
Preschool weaves a spiritual framework of Catholicism within 
our curriculum. 

Teachers create nurturing, developmentally appropriate 
opportunities for the children to learn though play, encouraging 
self-discovery and critical thinking. 

A variety of materials, experiences and hands-on techniques 
are used to support and enhance the child's self-esteem, 
competence, and social/emotional skills. 

Included in the daily routine are opportunities for exploration 
of art, science, math, dramatic play, and a lovely outdoor 
play area. The curriculum includes varied opportunities for 
language, art, and music exploration. 
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The school's philosophy is based upon the belief that each 
child is a unique individual. Every child brings her or his own 
special qualities and experiences to the school. 

The preschool staff seeks to develop and promote each child's 
awareness of and responsibility for themselves, one another, 
and their shared world. 

Located in a historic home inside the beautiful Presidio 
National Park, The Serra Preschool engages with nature at its 
doorstep and throughout the park. Children have the unique 
opportunity to explore local animal and bird life, ecosystems 
and plant life. Field trips to Crissy Field to discover marine 
life, walks along the ecology trail and native bird watching are 
treasured activities. 

Total Enrollment: 94 

Age Range: 2 years 6 months - 5 years 9 months 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: M-F 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:7 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
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Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: Preschool: $8875.00, Pre-K: 
$9635.00 

Additional Fees: Additional fees applicable for extended care 
and the lunch program. Fees are prorated at the same rate as 
tuition. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Not presently. 

Admission Process/Timeline: The Serra Preschool accepts 
applications year-round. All families who submit applications 
are put into a wait-pool, and are invited to tour our school 
one year before the expected enrollment date of their child. 
Acceptance letters for September are mailed by March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Ideally, families should 
submit an application the Fall before expected enrollment 
to facilitate a timely tour of our school, although we accept 
applications year-round. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA/ BS/Site Supervisors 

Environmental Awareness: We are proud to incorporate green 
principles into our school mission. Children learn how and 
why to compost and recycle. We use post-consumer recycled, 
green and re-usable materials in our projects. We incorporate 
local, sustainable and organic foods into our snack program. In 
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addition to these practical steps, our children learn about their 
greater role as “stewards of the earth” and are encouraged to 
think about how they can help contribute to and protect our 
earth. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6+ years 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: The Schools of the 
Sacred Heart, Burke School for Girls, Hamlin School, the French 
American School, Town School for Boys, Cathedral School for 
Boys, San Francisco Friends, Ring Mountain School, Presidio 
Hill, Mount Tam Elementary, San Domenico, Notre Dame des 
Victoires, St. Vincent de Paul, Saint Brendan, Saint Gabriel, St. 
Cecilia, St. Stephen, Holy Name School, and others. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We understand that the right kindergarten 
paves the way for a student's future education. We offer support 
and guidance to our families through individual meetings. We 
host an information night and provide parents with a guide 
outlining what steps they need to take during the application 
process. We give them access to information about local schools 
and pass on dates of open houses and information nights 
hosted by specific schools. We are also available to consult as 
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the parent needs. 

Type of Fundraising: We have an annual community dinner 
auction and many varied social gatherings for parents to build 
community. 

Current Parent Review: 

Our son just completed his first year at The Serra Preschool. 
We were thrilled with Serra from the start. Marybeth and the 
teachers at Serra are beyond insightful, caring and intuitive 
to our son, and demonstrate compassionate and open 
communication with my husband and me. I was telling a 
parent how helpful Serra is, and he said to me, "You are lucky 
to have your son there. Not every school is like that." And 1 
realize how true that is. 1 am immensely grateful for the love 
and support that the Serra school gave not only our son but 
also our entire family. 


SOUTH OF MARKET CHILD CARE, INC. 

790 Folsom Street 

San Francisco, CA 94107 

(415) 820-3500 fax: (415) 820-3501 

email: somacc@somacc.org 

www.somacc.org 


Year School Established: 1970 
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Director: Noushin Mofakham 

Philosophy and Curriculum: South of Market Child Care is 
a San Francisco non-profit agency that provides quality early 
childhood development and family support services in a 
safe and nurturing environment. Founded in 1970, we offer 
child development and Reggio Emilia-inspired preschool 
programs at our Yerba Buena Gardens and Judith Baker 
Child Development Centers, and the South of Market Family 
Resource Center (FRC). At our two child development centers 
and the FRC, we serve more than 1,000 children, youth and 
adults each year. 

Total Enrollment: 138 

Number of Classrooms: 9 

Class Size: 9 to 16 

Age Range: 3 months - 5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6.00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:3 infants 
1:4 toddlers 
3:16 preschoolers 
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Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes for preschool. 

Is Potty Training Provided? Not for preschool 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: Yes, through both the school and 
the family resource center. 

Communication between School & Parents: We have an open 
door policy and schedule parent-teacher conferences to discuss 
a child's assessment. 

Tuition for September 2012: $1,300 for preschool and $1,600 
for infants and toddlers 

Additional Fees: Application fee of $50 and lunch is $100 per 
month 

Average Yearly Increase: No increase for the past 3 years or for 
the coming year. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We have a limited 
number of scholarships, which are granted based on need. 
Scholarships are funded through foundations and individual 
contributions. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We ask that during the first two 
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weeks of enrollment one parent stays onsite for several hours a 
day for the child's transition period. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications are 
always accepted as we are on a year-round cycle. If the program 
is full, new applicants are added to the wait list. 

Teacher Education/Background: Many of our teachers hold 
bachelors or higher degrees in early childhood education 
or child development, or certificates in early childhood 
education. 

Environmental Awareness: We consider our preschools to 
be garden schools in urban settings. We received a gardening 
grant to teach our students about growing their own food. 
We also regularly take field trips to the nearby Yerba Buena 
Gardens. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: We have a very low turnover due to 
excellent benefits and work environment. 

Staff Select: When hiring teachers, we look at education 
attainment and relevancy as well as past experience and 
references. All staff is required to undergo fingerprints and 
criminal background check and clearance prior to working 
with children. 
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Professional Development for Staff: We encourage all 
teachers to continue their professional development through 
workshops and other training. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Various public and 
private schools such as Bessie Carmichael and San Francisco 
Friends School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Our family resource centers host two 
annual kindergarten application workshops and staff is also 
available daily to assist with the process. 

Sun Safety Approach: We provide shaded areas in our yards 
and encourage families to apply sun block on their children. 
Teachers also apply sun block on the children daily. 

Type of Fundraising: Our management staff fundraises 
through institutional grants and individual contributions from 
the community, as we are a nonprofit. Additionally, we have 
a very active Parent Advisory Committee at each school that 
fundraises through events and raffle sales every year to benefit 
children's programming and classroom materials. 

Current Parent Review: 

The teachers at Yerba Buena Gardens CDC are nothing short 
of amazing. When our son graduated to elementary school, he 
arrived eager to learn and ready for the classroom because of 
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the strong foundation his preschool gave him. 


STARLIGHT CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

750 - 26th Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94121 

(415) 221-8005 fax: (415) 354-3355 

emai 1: starlightpreschool@yahoo.com 

www.starlightpreschool.org 

Year School Established: 2004 

Director: Patty Lee 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Starlight Christian Preschool is a Christian facility fully 
licensed by the California State Department of Social Services 
that is dedicated to the purpose of providing education and 
childcare in a nurturing, loving and encouraging Christian 
environment. We encourage learning and development 
through discovery and experience. Knowledge and creativity 
are fostered in an atmosphere of Christian love and concern. 
With a firm belief in the innate capacity for children to develop 
and fulfill their intellectual potential, we dedicate ourselves to 
instilling a wholesome, relevant, and well-rounded education 
to help children develop basic skills and become competent 
individuals. We are a Christian center that takes pride in 
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exceeding parent and community needs for quality child care. 
We focus on providing an atmosphere where learning is fun and 
exciting while encouraging children to take advantage of new 
learning experiences. The preschool curriculum is designed 
to develop a positive self-image through a well planned and 
carefully balanced early childhood education program. The 
curriculum includes language development and ethnic studies, 
reading readiness, manipulative and motor skills, music, 
dancing, Bible stories, science, cooking, arts and crafts, social 
studies, field trips, drama, and group participation. 

Total Enrollment: 60 

Number of Classrooms: 5 

Class Size: 12 

Age Range: 2.5 to 6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:12 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 


Snacks: Yes Lunch: Yes 
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Tuition for September 2012: $985 - Full-time 
Additional Fees: $150 Annual Enrollment Fee 
Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: 

(1) Tour School 

(2) Submit Application 

(3) Schedule Interview Appointment 

(4) Provide current immunization records and a physical 
clearance from pediatrician. Complete and return information 
and permission forms. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? One year in advance 

Teacher Education/Background: BA Degree 4 Early Childhood 
Credential 

Average Teacher Tenure: 5 Years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Alamo, Alice Fong 
Yu, Argonne, Clarendon, Commodore Sloat, Dianne Feinstein, 
Francis Scott Key, Hamlin, Holy Name, Jefferson, Lakeshore, 
Lawton, Rooftop, St. Anne, St. Cecilia, St. Gabriel, St. Monica, 
St. Thomas the Apostle, Sunset, Ulloa, West Portal, West Portal 
Lutheran, Zion Lutheran 

Steps School Takes to Flelp Parents with the Kindergarten 




Preschools SF 


449 


Application Process: A kindergarten information workshop is 
scheduled every October and the above-mentioned elementary 
schools are invited to participate and provide kindergarten 
and admission information to parents. A representative from 
the San Francisco Unified School District will also be present 
to provide information concerning public school admission 
application. 

Current Parent Review: 

Starlight Preschool offers a safe, clean, creatively fun and 
academic environment. The experienced teachers are all 
extremely caring and nurturing. Two of my children graduated 
and flourished from Starlight and my third child will be 
entering next month. Children are well prepared academically 
by the time they enter kindergarten. Ms. Helen, the executive 
director, works closely with every parent to understand and 
respect each child's unique personality. This school has more 
than exceeded my expectations and in my eyes a top notch 
preschool in San Francisco. 

Judy Chan Higa-satisfied parent 


STARLIGHT TWO CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL 

3155 Vicente Street 
San Francisco, CA 94116 
(415)564-8313 fax:(415)354-3355 
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email: starlightpreschool@yahoo.com 
www.starlightpreschool.org 

Year School Established: 1998 

Director: Helen Chan 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Starlight Two Christian Preschool is a Christian facility fully 
licensed by the California State Department of Social Services 
that is dedicated to the purpose of providing education and 
childcare in a nurturing, loving and encouraging Christian 
environment. We encourage learning and development 
through discovery and experience. Knowledge and creativity 
are fostered in an atmosphere of Christian love and concern. 
With a firm belief in the innate capacity for children to develop 
and fulfill their intellectual potential, we dedicate ourselves to 
instilling a wholesome, relevant, and well-rounded education 
to help children develop basic skills and become competent 
individuals. We are a Christian center that takes pride in 
exceeding parent and community needs for quality child care. 
We focus on providing an atmosphere where learning is fun and 
exciting while encouraging children to take advantage of new 
learning experiences. The preschool curriculum is designed 
to develop a positive self-image through a well planned and 
carefully balanced early childhood education program. The 
curriculum includes language development and ethnic studies. 
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reading readiness, manipulative and motor skills, music, 
dancing, Bible stories, science, cooking, arts and crafts, social 
studies, field trips, drama, and group participation. 

Total Enrollment: 45 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: 12 

Age Range: 2.5 - 6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:12 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: 

$950 - Full-time 
$740 - 3 days/week 
$620 - 2 days/week 

Additional Fees: $150 Annual Enrollment Fee 
Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 
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Admission Process/Timeline: 

(1) Tour School 

(2) Submit Application 

(3) Schedule Interview Appointment 

(4) Provide current immunization records and a physical 
clearance from pediatrician. Complete and return information 
and permission forms. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? One year in advance 

Teacher Education/Background: BA Degree + Early Childhood 
Credential 

Average Teacher Tenure: 9 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Alamo, Alice Fong 
Yu, Argonne, Clarendon, Commodore Sloat, Dianne Feinstein, 
Francis Scott Key, Hamlin, Holy Name, Jefferson, Lafayette, 
Lakeshore, Lawton, Rooftop, St. Anne, St. Cecilia, St. Gabriel, 
St. Mary, St. Monica, St. Thomas the Apostle, Sunset, Sutro, 
Ulloa, West Portal, West Portal Lutheran, Zion Lutheran 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: A kindergarten information workshop is 
scheduled every October and the above-mentioned elementary 
schools are invited to participate and provide kindergarten 
and admission information to parents. A representative from 
the San Francisco Unified School District will also be present 
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to provide information concerning public school admission 
application. 

Current Parent Review: 

Starlight Two Christian Preschool is a true gem in the Sunset 
district of the City. I find it has a wonderful balance of structured 
academics, creative arts (music, dance). Mandarin/Cantonese 
language and play - all the while fostering Christian values, 
confidence, social and leadership skills in the children. My sons 
always leave happy at the end of the day! The staff is caring 
and dedicated and each teacher schedules bi-annual progress 
meetings with parents. A huge plus - the school provides hot/ 
cold meals & snack. I feel all Starlight graduates, entering the 
Kindergarten class, are well prepared through the Starlight 
program. 

Norma Yee 


STRATFORD SCHOOL 

301 DeMontfort Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94112 

(415) 333-3134 fax: (415) 333-3799 

email: sf@stratfordschools.com 

www.StratfordSchools.com 


Year School Established: 2008 
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Director: Ms. Katy Dilorio 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

At Stratford, we believe the most important influence in the life 
of a child is his or her family. The best education in the world 
cannot substitute for loving parents who are actively involved 
in the lives of their children. 

Our goal is to provide the best possible learning environment for 
children. We do this by focusing on the following principles: 

1) A mastery of core academic subjects provides the best 
preparation for a lifetime of learning. 

2) Discipline and structure in the classroom enable students to 
focus on learning and teachers to focus on teaching. 

3) High expectations lead to high levels of achievement. 

Total Enrollment: Varies 
Number of Classrooms: Varies 
Class Size: Varies by Program 

Age Range: Preschool through 5th Grade. Preschool children 
must be at least two years and nine months old and potty trained 
by their first day of class. Children entering Kindergarten must 
be 5 years old by December 2. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, and 
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Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM (M-F) 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

1:12 for Preschool 
1:15 for Kindergarten 
1:22 for Elementary 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: Stratford has partnered with Bird- 
Kern-Dalmia for early intervention services when needed. 

Communication between School & Parents: Stratford has a 
wide-variety of ways in which we stay in touch with parents, 
including: 

- Regular Parent Coffees 

- Secure School Portal for online campus and class news 

- Parent/Teacher Conferences 

- Email 

- Facebook, Stratford Times (a Blog), and Twitter 

- Fall and Spring Family Events 

- Alert Now (in the event of an emergency) 

- Open Door Policy - parents are encouraged meet with teachers 
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and principal at any time 

Tuition for September 2012: Tuition varies by program and 
session enrolled. 

Preschool 

5 Day Tuition: Half day programs available, AM or PM. Full 
day programs available. 

3 Day Tuition: Half day programs available, AM or PM. Full 
day programs available based on enrollment 
2 Day Tuition: Half day programs available, AM or PM. Full 
day programs available based on enrollment. 

Elementary 

5 Day Tuition: Full day programs available. 

Additional Fees: 

Application Fee: $75 non-refundable. Please call us for specific 
tuition rates. 

Lunch and Extended care are optional programs. Stratford has 
partnered with Choice lunch for our lunch service (an optional 
program). 

Morning and afternoon extended care is available for an 
additional fee. Extended care fees vary by program enrolled. 
There are no fees for books or other school supplies -- this is 
included in the annual school tuition. 

Students enrolled in kindergarten through 5th go on two field 
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trips per school year, one in the fall and one in the spring. 
There are no additional costs for field trips. Please note that 
preschool students do not go on field trips. 

Parents are always welcome to visit the classroom, and are 
encouraged to join our Parent Committee. Parent participation 
is not required. 

Average Yearly Increase: Tuition may increase each year. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Not offered. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Campus tours are welcome at 
anytime throughout the year. Applications are accepted year 
round. Application Fee: $75 non-refundable. Students are 
admitted to Stratford on a first come, first served basis subject 
to availability. Children may enroll in our preschool program 
when they are at least two years and nine months. The age 
requirement for pre-kindergarten is three years and nine 
months. Enrollments are accepted based on space available, 
and children must be potty trained. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications are 
accepted year round. Enrollment is based on first come, first 
served basis. Please inquire at the campus. 

Environmental Awareness: Stratford closely follows the City 
of San Francisco's recycling program. 
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Field Trips: Yes 

Staff Select: Stratford has a comprehensive and rigorous 
teacher selection and hiring process. Please feel free to speak 
with the principal during your visit. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, all teachers attend 
monthly grade level staff meetings, in addition to new teachers 
working with mentor teachers for their first year of teaching. 
Also, all staff attend a one-week Stratford training session in 
August. Throughout the school year, teachers are encouraged 
to continue their education. Tuition credit is available to 
teachers to help further support their careers. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Stratford School 
of San Francisco offers an elementary program that includes 
Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten programs. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Students are admitted to Stratford on 
a first come, first served basis subject to availability. Priority 
enrollment consideration is given to: re-enrolling students, 
siblings who meet all admissions qualifications, students 
transferring between Stratford campuses, and students 
enrolled in the summer program. 

Sun Safety Approach: We recommend parents apply sunscreen 
to their children prior to coming to school. Shaded outdoor 
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play areas are available. We encourage children to bring their 
own water bottle to school, so they may drink plenty of fluids 
throughout the day. 

Type of Fundraising: At Stratford School, good citizenship is 
supported both locally and globally, and we strive to build a 
strong sense of community at each of our campuses. 

Locally, we organize an annual food drive that stays within the 
San Francisco community. We encourage our student council 
to support local needs in the community through a variety 
of events. Through these efforts, we strive to teach students 
a valuable lesson about helping others and how together, we 
can make a difference. Please be sure to ask about these efforts 
while on your tour. 

Stratford's tuition covers the cost of a child's education, so 
there are no additional school-related fundraising or financial 
requirements for parents. 

Current Parent Review: 

"The large & airy classrooms allow for multiple learning areas. 
We love Stratford's focus on making learning fun and really 
appreciate the enthusiasm of everyone at the school. Stratford 
truly stands behind its open door policy and always welcomes 
parents to sit in during class. The principal and teachers 
personally greet every student during morning drop-off and 
are there with the children for afternoon pick-up. This is a 
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fantastic school, and our children have really flourished here, 
both academically and socially. We are so happy to be a part 
of this community and really hope more families will discover 
this little gem!" 

Submitted by a parent 


STRETCH THE IMAGINATION SF 

2509 Bush Street (Also has a campus in Corte Madera.) 

San Francisco, CA 94115 

(415) 922-0104 email: infosf@stretchtheimagination.com 
www.stretchtheimagination.com 

Year School Established: Est. 2002 for classes and 2009 as 
preschool 

Director: Michelle Lawton 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our mission at Stretch the Imagination is to create a safe 
and nurturing environment where the process of learning is 
creative and collaborative. We focus on the exploration of the 
arts, music, and movement as a learning process that promotes 
child development and curiosity. It is a place of research and 
collaboration where children and teachers learn together 
through project work and creative discovery. 

Our image of the child is one of capability, potential, and 
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competency. We strive to create learning opportunities 
where children and teachers can come together to explore, 
communicate, and express themselves. These experiences are 
based on the children's interests and needs and their interaction 
with the world around them. 

Our educators at Stretch the Imagination take inspiration from 
the Reggio Emilia philosophy of Italy, the importance of play 
based learning, and the developmental benefits of art, music 
and movement. We hold true to the belief that knowledge 
is learned from experiences with others. We trust that the 
interaction, exchange and investigation that we embark upon 
with others give us the ability to construct knowledge. We 
believe that it is not only what a child learns, but how a child 
learns that gives quality to the educational experience. 

Stretch the Imagination is a community of educators. We use 
the power of art, movement and music to honor and cultivate 
the imagination of each, individual child. We strive to inspire 
curiosity and creativity through a learning process that 
encourages collaboration and discovery. We embrace your 
child's right to learn and most of all to have fun. We use art, 
movement and music as wonderful tools of communication in 
order to promote curiosity, encourage a child's confidence, and 
enhance a child's development. 


Total Enrollment: SF-125, Marin-45 
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Number of Classrooms: SF: 4 at one time, Marin: 2 
Class Size: 10-14 

Age Range: Our youngest children are 18 months and 
participate in our infant exploration classes which require 
an adult to be present. Our preschool drop off program is 
for children age 2-5.9 years. We also have summer camps for 
children up to age 7 years. 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar, Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: For our 2 year old program the ratio 
is 1 teacher for every 4 children. For children ages 3.5-5.9 years 
the ratio is 1 teacher for every 6 children. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? No but supported 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: We do not have services on site. We 
do however conduct observations and document extensively 
as part of our philosophy and our program. We meet privately 
with families to recommend and offer information on services 
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they should consider. We offer recommendations depending 
on what challenges a child might have. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
via phone and email as a general way of communicating to 
our parents as a whole. We also of course meet in person when 
requested. We conduct 2 conferences with parents: one in the 
fall and one in the spring. 

Tuition for September 2012: Ranges from $3700-$l0,600 
depending on number of days and hours. 

Additional Fees: We offer a lunch bunch program that is an 
additional $15/day. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3-4% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We currently 
have payment plans based on need and are in the process of 
investigating/establishing a tuition assistance program. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We accept applications the year 
a child is eligible to attend. We host 8 tours throughout the 
fall and early winter for parents to come and view the school, 
meet teachers, and meet parents. Application for our first 
round of offers are due by February 1st however we do accept 
applications throughout the year on an ongoing basis. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? The year before their 
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child is eligible to attend. 

Teacher Education/Background: Ranges from 12 units to 
Masters in ECE 

Environmental Awareness: We try to be as green as possible. 
We have conducted 2 green build-outs: when building our 
Marin school and when expanding our SF school. All of our 
furniture is formaldehyde free. We recycle and compost with 
the children. Our cleaners are green. Our snack program is 
organic. We conduct most of our communication via email or a 
private, parent website so as to diminish paper consumption. 
We also have a natural classroom program where children 
spend 1 day/ week in nature exploring, hiking, and connecting 
with the natural world. This is for children who are 3+. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 4 Years 

Staff Select: The interview process includes reviewing resumes, 
phone interview, in person interviews, and time spent in the 
school. We also have incoming applicants talk with current 
staff and parents. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, we encourage 
teachers to seek out opportunities throughout the year to 
attend professional development events on their own. We 
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send teachers each year to the NAREA conference (summer 
& winter) and we host our own training before school starts 
and throughout the year. Approximately 10 days are hosted by 
Stretch and additional opportunities are encouraged. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: We had our 

first full class of graduates move on to kindergarten this 
year. Children were accepted to: Adda Clevenger, Alta Vista, 
Burkes, Convent, FAIS, SF Friends School, Live Oak, Marin 
Preparatory School (in SF), Stuart Hall, Town School for Boys, 
Creative Arts Charter School, St. Patrick's and St. Hilary's in 
Marin, and San Domenico in Marin. We also have children 
who will be attending public school in both San Francisco and 
in Marin. 

We also had a very small graduating class last year with 
children who went to Hamlin, Marin Primary and Middle 
School, Keyes (in Palo Alto), German International School, as 
well as public school in both SF and Marin. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We host 2 kindergarten informational 
sessions: one in the spring & one in the fall. The director meets 
one-on-one with families throughout the process and advises 
on schools that fit the child and family. The director advocates 
for the family and child throughout the process and if a wait 
list situation arises. 
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Sun Safety Approach: We do not apply sunscreen but ask that 
parents put sunscreen on their children. We remind them so 
as to keep the children safe when the weather is warm and 
sunny. 

Type of Fundraising: We do not host outright fundraising 
events at this time. Parents are able to donate if they would 
like to contribute. 

Current Parent Review: 

Stretch the Imagination was the perfect way to gently ease my 
son into a social, separate-from-me atmosphere. The staff's 
expert and cooperative approach to handling his separation 
anxiety allowed him-and me! - to become completely 
comfortable in the preschool-like setting. Now he loves to go 
to "his school". 

-Kate W. 

My 3 year old, Fletcher, loved Stretch from the day he started. 
His mind has been opened to more creative and imaginative 
adventure than I could have imagined for a toddler. We are 
blessed to have this program in San Francisco. 

-Kelly B. 

We couldn't be happier with Caroline's experiences at Stretch 
so far. Everyday she comes home singing new songs and 
sharing anecdotes about her projects, activities and her time 
with her friends. The program is set up perfectly for two year 
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olds to play, learn and grow in developmentally appropriate 
ways. 

-Valerie B. 


TELEGRAPH HILL NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 

660 Lombard Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

(415) 421-6443 xl2 fax: (415) 433-1352 

email: TTyson@tel-hi.rog 

www.tel-hi.org 

Year School Established: 1890 
Director: Tony Tyson (Interim) 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our philosophy embraces the teachings of Jean Piaget. His 
teachings are based on a foundation of security, hands-on 
learning, positive social interaction, and stable, appropriate 
emotional responses. Our philosophy guides us to provide a 
warm, nurturing environment that will foster developmentally 
appropriate practices through hands-on activities and play. The 
program is designed to equip children with critical thinking 
skills, peacemaking skills, and conflict resolution. Tel-Hi is 
committed to enhancing children's growth and abilities in all 


areas. 
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Our curriculum encourages children to participate in a 
rich environment of active experiences rather than passive 
observation. Learning activities are planned to meet the needs 
of each child. Each day's activities include: art, language 
development stories and games, pre-literacy skills, science 
experiments, math games, music appreciation, and healthy 
socialization. Children enjoy outdoor play for physical 
development, gardening, and walking field trips within the 
neighborhood. 

Our goals is to provide a fun, safe, enriching, and educational 
environment that prepares children to embrace a lifetime of 
learning. We aim to promote optimum development in four 
key areas: 

1. Physical development: the growth of the body and ability to 
accomplish fine and gross motor tasks. 

2. Social and emotional development: the capacity to enjoy and 
get along with other people while having the confidence 
and understanding of one's self as a person. 

3. Intellectual development: the capacity to acquire and 
understand facts and concepts and use them to evaluate 
and solve problems. 

4. Language development: the ability to express thoughts, 
ideas, and feelings to others. 


Total Enrollment: 42 
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Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: 18 and 24 

Age Range: 2.5 years - 5 years 

Programs: Full Time 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1-7 or better (due to an afternoon 
floater) 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: Through our public health 
department we have screenings for dental, hearing and vision 
testing. In addition, we have a mental health consultant that 
visits the center once a week for observation and feedback on 
children that may need additional support services to assist in 
their development. 

Communication between School & Parents: We have daily 
communication about each child's day, monthly newsletters 
and through our Parent Advisory Committee (PAC). 
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Tuition for September 2012: $1,050 per month - PFA Tuition 
Reduction for parents of 4 year olds in the program. 

Average Yearly Increase: Approximately 5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We provide 
scholarships for limited number of families per fiscal year. This 
number is limited as we have between 15-17 of our 42 spaces 
reserved as CDE spaces for low-income families. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Enrollment begins in March for 
the following school year. Acceptance letters are sent in April 
and the finalized non-subsidized list is complete by May 15th. 
June begins our enrollment of CDE children with start dates 
ranging from June 4th-August 15th for incoming children. This 
depends on the transition of currently enrolled participants. 
The year round program begins in the middle of August and 
runs for 246 days. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We have an extensive 
waitlist and it is not uncommon for parents to come to the 
center with newborns or even prior to giving birth. 

Teacher Education/Background: Associate Teacher-Site Super¬ 
visor 

Environmental Awareness: We have become very green in the 
past year, starting with a switch to energy efficient lighting. 
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compost and recycling program/education. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 5 years 

Staff Select: Hiring is based on education level, permit level, 
experience in the field and fit for our preschool team. 

Professional Development for Staff: We do provide staff with 
many training opportunities throughout the year both free and 
paid. In addition, we reimburse staff for child development 
college courses. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Garfield, Sherman, 
Yick Wo and Sts. Peter and Paul. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Information is sent to parents regarding 
deadlines for the process. We also set-up individual meeting 
upon request to discuss what school may be the best fit for 
their child and family. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents sign a form for staff to be able 
to apply sunscreen to their child. We also have a playground 
with several shaded areas for children to play in. Lastly, we 
installed a large solar panel project last June and have seen our 
energy cost decrease to the point that during sunny months we 
are giving back to the grid. 
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Type of Fundraising: Grant writing for city, state, and federal 
dollars; in addition we have an annual fundraiser, seek grants 
from foundations and collect family fees from parents that can 
afford to pay full tuition. 


TEMPLE EMANU-EL PRESCHOOL 

2 Lake Street 

San Francisco, CA 94118 

(415) 751-2541 xll8 fax: (415) 751-2511 

email: ljaroslow@emanuelsf.org 

www.emanuelsf.org/page.aspx?pid=419 

Year School Established: 1987 

Director: Liz Jaroslow 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Temple Emanu-El Preschool's mission is to inspire curiosity 
and enthusiasm for learning, to promote social and 
emotional development, and to instill Jewish values. We are a 
developmentally appropriate, play-based program influenced 
by Jewish values and culture that balances child and teacher 
initiated learning and supports developing social skills. An 
emergent curriculum approach allows teachers to help each 
child discover the fun and exploration of learning. Children 
in our Preschool and Pre-K programs are enriched with many 
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activities which includes science, music and creative movement, 
drama, art, literacy, outdoor play, sensory integration and 
cooking. 

Total Enrollment: 123 
Number of Classrooms: 9 
Class Size: 10-18 
Age Range: 2.0 - 5.4 years 

Programs: School Year Calendar, Summer Program 
Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:50 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 2:12, 2:14, 3:18 
Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: Temple Emanuel Preschool 
teaching staff makes recommendations for early intervention 
services based on observation and discussions with parents. 

Communication between School & Parents: The Preschool 
administration communicates with parents by face-to-face 
interactions, notes, phone calls, voice mail, email, password- 
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protected online sites, special meetings, two parent conferences 
per year, during drop-off and pick-up, and through weekly 
newsletters. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Preschool: 

$9,680, member (5 days, 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

$10,150, non-member (5 days, 9:00 AM - 12 noon) 

Pre-K/TK: 

$12,910, member (5 days, 8:30 AM - 1:30 PM) 

$13,550, non-member (5 days, 8:30 AM - 1:30 PM) 

Additional Fees: 

Morning Care: 

$1,615/$810 (5 days 8:00 - 9:00 AM/8:30 - 9:00 AM) 

Extended Day Care: 

$2,805 (M-F, 12 noon - 1:30 PM) 

$5,655 (M-F, 12 noon - 3:30 PM) 

$8,800 (M-F, 12 noon - 5:50 PM) 

$3,230 (M-F, 1:30 - 3:30 PM) 

$6,530 (M-F, 1:30 - 5:50 PM) 

Average Yearly Increase: 5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Temple Emanu- 
E1 Preschool provides financial assistance. Scholarships are 
implemented through fundraising and in partnership with the 



Preschools SF 


475 


Jewish Community Federation of San Francisco. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Applicants are taken under 
consideration for potential admission provided that the 
child is between 2 years and 5 years 4 months old by the fall 
(September) term. If child is within this qualifying age group, 
parent will receive information about tours, which kicks off 
our admissions process. Tours are given during the months of 
October through February prior to the fall term. Admissions 
decisions are announced on March 1. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications may be 
submitted on or after the date of birth. 

Teacher Education/Background: B. A., M.A., Teaching 
Credentials 

Environmental Awareness: Temple Emanu-El recycles all food 
waste, purchases recycled paper products and organic foods 
for snack. The synagogue has performed an energy audit and 
swapped out the light bulbs with CFLs. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 12 years 

Staff Select: Temple Emanu-El Preschool selects staff based on 
experience and philosophy. 
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Professional Development for Staff: Temple Emanu- 
E1 provides the staff with opportunities for professional 
development by offering workshops on and off-site during the 
year and holding weekly meetings. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Temple Emanu- 
E1 alumni attend both private and public schools in San 
Francisco, Marin and the South Bay. (Private: Burke, Hamlin, 
Town School for Boys, Stuart Hall, SF Day, Brandeis, Sacred 
Heart Cathedral, Presidio Hill, Kittredge, St. Vincent de Paul, 
The Nueva School. Public: Claire Lilienthal, Alamo, Peabody, 
Argonne) 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: The Director for Temple Emanu-El 
Preschool helps parents with the kindergarten process by 
meeting with them to discuss their choices and options, and 
communicating directly with admission directors about the 
child's strengths, unique qualities and challenges. 

Sun Safety Approach: Temple Emanu-El Preschool uses 
sunscreen provided by the parent and keeps on hand natural, 
non-toxic sunscreen that is safe for children. 

Type of Fundraising: Temple Emanu-El Preschool has one 
major fundraising campaign per year. 
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Current Parent Review: 

We love this preschool after having had our son at another 
school originally. The class size is small which is ideal for these 
age groups. The teachers are phenomenal with many there 10 
plus years and little turnover - very unusual. The community... 
is warm and inviting to new parents...overall this has been an 
outstanding "first school" experience for our children and for 
us. (Submitted by parent on www.greatschools.org) 


TREVOR MARTIN MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

300 Moultrie Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
(415) 550-6865 

email: cbozina@trevor-martin-montessori-school.com 
www.trevor-martin-montessori-school.com/ 

Year School Established: 1985 

Director: Carmela A. Bozina 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Anchored in the philosophy of Maria Montessori, the school 
offers a program designed to nurture the physical, emotional, 
social, cognitive and creative development of each child. Our 
aim is to keep the school environment small, and committed to 
providing excellence in Early Childhood Education. 
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The Curriculum is based on the phi losophy of Maria Montessori. 
Curriculum involves interwoven subjects. Children learn 
and develop through specialized Montessori activities and 
play. Practical life exercises, sensorial materials, language, 
mathematics, music, natural & physical sciences, education for 
peace, geography, botany, zoology, multicultural learning, arts 
& crafts, dramatics, field trips, are all part of the Montessori 
curriculum and come together to support daily classroom 
activities. 

The Summer Program emphasizes The Science's and Creative 
Arts & Crafts in conjunction with Field Trips. A laptop and 
CDs, tape recorder/cassettes, and a CD player are used within 
the classroom. Audiovisual and media support topics such as 
geography, zoology and music. (Depending on need, a summer 
session is offered mid-June through July. School closes in 
August for refurbishing, vacation and teacher development.) 

The classrooms take on a new look and feel at the start of 
every new school year. Montessori educational materials 
are an essential part of the classroom. Though Montessori 
materials remain constant the entire 3 years children are here, 
over time changes occur in the way children use materials 
(variations, extensions, games and exercises). These changes 
reflect development of the individual child as well as the class 
as a whole. Children demonstrate increased agility and realize 
potentials housed in the materials. Rotation of materials keeps 
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the classroom dynamic. However small these changes may 
seem, they bring the classroom to life, encourage children to 
be observant, reflective, responsive and prepared for future 
learning. 

Total Enrollment: Enrollment ranges from a minimum of 12 
children to a maximum of 14 children. The school will remain 
small. 

Number of Classrooms: The school contains four (4) open, sun 
filled multipurpose rooms: front room, middle room, a back 
room for music, dance, drama and Circle Times, and a room 
dedicated to easel painting. The school is situated in a private, 
three-story corner building on the first floor (street level). Other 
floors of the building are a single residence. 

Class Size: 14 children 

Age Range: The Trevor Martin Montessori School is designed 
for children between the ages of 2.6 and 5 years old. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar and 
Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: The School is open from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. The School is in session from September to mid-june, a 
summer session is offered mid June to July. School closes in 
August for refurbishing, vacation, and teacher development. 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: Trevor Martin Montessori School 
(TMMS) is a small private well-established school with a 12:2 
student/teacher ratio. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? It is preferred and 
recommended that children be toilet trained before enrolling 
in the school. 

Is Potty Training Provided? Exceptions are at the discretion of 
the Director. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

MONTHLY SCHOOL TUITION for 2010 - 2011 
5 Full Days - 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM - $ 925.00 
5 Half Days - 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM - $ 850.00 
4 Full Days - 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM - $ 850.00 
4 Half Days - 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM - $ 800.00 
3 Full Days - 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM - $ 800.00 
2 Full Days - 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM — $ 550.00 (as available) 

Afternoon Daycare is available for children enrolled. 

3:00 PM to 4:00 PM - $40.00 
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM-$45.00 
3:00 PM to 6:00 PM - $50.00 

Hourly daycare is available. 

Irregular Care: $3.50 per hour. All other daycare that occurs on 
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an on-going basis, is scheduled and paid for in advance, and 
does not fall within the above options will be billed at the rate 
of $3.50 per hour. 

Incidental Care: $5.00 per hour. Daycare that may be required 
from time to time and occurs outside the child's routine 
schedule will be billed at the rate of $5.00 per hour. 

Emergency Care: $1.00 every minute after 6:00 p.m. (School 
closes at 6:00). This is paid directly to the Daycare person on 
the day the service is rendered. 

Additional Fees: 

There is a non-refundable application fee of $25.00. 

Upon acceptance into the program, a $300.00 non-refundable 
tuition deposit is required. 

This fee is applied to 1st month's tuition. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Waiting lists are established 
based on needs of parents and returned application forms. The 
school maintains an active waiting list. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? School observations 
are encouraged before submitting an application. Waiting 
lists are established based on needs of parents and completed 
applications. Completed applications should be received by the 
school no later than the end of the academic year (September 
- June) prior to which children are admitted. However, 
applications are accepted up to two years prior to a child's 
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entrance into the school. 

Teacher Education/Background: Two teachers on staff are 
trained in Early Childhood Education. Montessori trained/ 
certified staff may also hold one or more of the following: 
earned ECE certification, B.A./B.S. in an appropriate discipline 
(e.g. Early Childhood Education). A background in Music and 
arts/crafts is helpful. Current CPR & First Aid certifications 
are mandatory. Trevor Martin Montessori continues to be a 
dynamic educational facility for children, parents, teachers, and 
a practicum site for Montessori trainees and early childhood 
educators still studying for degrees and certifications. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 5 to 25 years 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

San Francisco Unified School District: 

Alvarado, Clarendon, Rooftop Alternative, Lakeshore, Buena 
Vista, Daniel Webster, Lawton, Paul Revere, Monroe, Creative 
Arts Charter, Miraloma, West Portal, Lawton, Presidio, Leonard 
Flynn, Claire Lilienthal, Fairmount, Cesar Chavez, Charles 
Drew, Junipero Serra, West Portal, Starr King 

Private Schools of San Francisco: 

S.F. Waldorf, French American International, CAIS, Live Oak 
School, Brandeis-Hillel, S.F. Friends School, The Hamlin 
School, Synergy School, Lycee Fran^ais. 


Parochial Schools in San Francisco: 

St. Paul's, St. Philip, St. Brendan, St. Thomas More. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: As Trevor Martin Montessori School's 
director, parents come to me to complete primary school 
evaluation forms, applications, for letters of recommendation 
and discuss choices they/their children may have made. There 
is a tradition of parents of TMMS graduates providing insights 
to parents new to the Public and Private elementary school 
experience. 

Trevor Martin Montessori graduates make strong positive 
contributions to learning environments. Their characteristic 
curiosity, responsibility and individuality are welcome in 
elementary schools they attend. Though admission to public 
and private elementary schools present different challenges, 
the record of our graduates in schools they attend will enhance 
your child's options in both. 

Current Parent Review: 

"Our daughter Audrey has thrived at Trevor Martin! She's not 
only learned the kinds of skills we expected from a Montessori 
curriculum (how to pour, how to follow her interests), she's 
also surpassed our expectations in language and math, and, 
most importantly, she's grown into herself. The Trevor Martin 
community is truly a second family to her. She can't wait to 
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arrive at school each day, and is her best, most confident self 
while there. We can't thank the director, Carmela Bozina, 
enough for her patience, calm, compassion, experience, and 
wisdom. Every child should be so lucky as to start off her 
school years with such a teacher." 


TRUE SUNSHINE PRESCHOOL CENTER 

777 Stockton Street, Suite 201 
San Francisco, CA 94108 
(415)956-4207 fax:(415)956-3206 
email: truesunshine44@gmail.com 

Year School Established: 1972 

Director: Dorianne Crystle 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

True Sunshine Preschool is an English/Cantonese Bi-lingual 
preschool in the Chinatown District, serving 44 children in 
a full-day, year-round educational program. Our mission is 
to provide a safe and healthy environment where children 
learn to develop friendships, listen to instruction, and acquire 
basic academic skills that will enable them to be ready for 
kindergarten while their parents work or are in training. True 
Sunshine Preschool is a San Francisco First Five/Preschool 
for All (PFA) Site. We hold that each child is unique, learns 
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at his or her own pace, and consistently deserves our respect. 
We believe that the physical environment should be orderly 
and encourage children to explore a variety of educational 
materials individually or together, while enabling them to 
play cooperatively and form friendships. Our curriculum 
is progressive and project-based. Helping our preschoolers 
develop critical thinking skills in their early years, while 
enabling them to increase basic academic skills is one of our 
most important goals. Our teaching staff receives on-going 
teacher training through the Institute of Intentional Teaching 
(Preschool for All). Through the training teachers help children 
develop basic literacy in Cantonese and English, early math 
and science inquiry, and pose age and language appropriate 
questions tohelp children begin thinking critically. Photographic 
and written documentation of children's work is an important 
part of teachers' on-going assessments of children. The 
school is committed to our children, their parents, and to the 
community, providing workshops of interest and information 
about available community services. 

Total Enrollment: 44 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: 20 to 24 

Age Range: 2 years and 9 months - 5 years 
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Programs: Full Time, Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 inside; 1:6 outside 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: We provide annual dental, 
hearing and vision screening and semi-annual height and 
weight screening of all children in our preschool through the 
San Francisco Department of Public Health. Additionally, 
we have an on-call mental health consultant from the Fu Yau 
Project of the Chinatown Children's Community Mental Health 
Program, and where appropriate. Referrals are provided to 
families. 

Communication between School & Parents: We speak to 
parents directly, or we contact them by telephone or mail. 

Tuition for September 2012: $850.00 per month 

Additional Fees: Parent donations for field trips, school year 
end individual and class photographs 
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Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We are a San 

Francisco First Five/Preschool For All (PFA) site. 

Admission Process/Timeline: After a site visit, private tuition 
parents complete an application and provide a $100 personal 
check as a deposit to insure a place for their child. Necessary 
forms to complete are: proof of residential address, a completed 
physician's report (the school will provide the form), a current 
photo identification of each parent, and emergency contact 
information. If the family decides not to enroll their child, 
a month's notice is required in order to have their deposit 
returned. As soon as an opening is available, their child may 
enroll. Normally, most openings occur in the 2nd or 3rd week 
in August of any year. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Parents should apply 
four to five months in advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: B.A.; A.A.; 12 or more ECE 
units 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10 years 

Staff Select: We have request Substitute Teachers from Career 
Connections at City College of San Francisco. Substitute 
teachers, with appropriate teacher permits, may be on-call or 
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are asked to fill-in temporarily for our regular teachers. When 
the substitute teacher has sufficient experience and when there 
is an opening, substitute teachers may become part-time or 
full-time regular teachers at our school. On-going year-round 
teacher training is required of all regular teachers at True 
Sunshine Preschool. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 
Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Public schools 
include: Gordon J. Lau, Jean Parker, John Ye Hall, and Monroe; 
Private schools include: St. Mary's Chinese Day School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We provide parents with a limited 
list of public and private schools, information about the 
application process in Chinese and English, and refer them 
to an informational event, where they are helped with filling 
out applications. Teachers prepare parents and children for the 
transition from preschool to kindergarten. 


VISITACION VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTER 

Family School 

325 Leland 

San Francisco, CA 94134 
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Heritage Homes Infant Toddler Preschool 

245 Rey 

San Francisco, CA 94134 

John King Infant Toddler Preschool 

500 Raymond 

San Francisco, CA 94134 

Child And Family Development Center 

103 Tucker Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94134 

(415) 467-6300 fax: (415) 467-4367 

Year School Established: 1975 
Director: Kim Wong 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Centers and curriculum are play-based and developmentally 
appropriate based on the creative curriculum. We follow the 
State frameworks and head Start regulations. 

Total Enrollment: 250 

Number of Classrooms: 13 

Class Size: Up to 24 (depending on age and space). 

Age Range: 2 months - 5 year olds 
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Programs: Full Time, Year Round, and Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:3 for infant; 1:4 for toddler; 1:8 for 
preschool 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks & Lunch: Yes 

Tuition for September 2012: Based on income. 

Additional Fees: None 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: State preschool 
- sliding scale 

Admission Process/Timeline: Parents enrolled from citywide 
Central Eligibility List. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Depends on openings 
and need. 

Teacher Education/Background: State-certified; most bilingual 
Cantonese/ English. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Visitacion Valley 
Elementary School 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with the Kindergarten 
Application Process: Parent meetings and transition services 
are provided through our Family Advocate. 


WIND IN THE WILLOWS EARLY LEARNING 
CENTER 

713 Monterey Boulevard 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415)333-7166 fax:(415)333-7165 
email: leah@windinthewillows.org 
www.windinthewillows.org 

Year School Established: 1974 

Director: Leah Meakin 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Every family is welcome at Wind in the Willows. We strive 
to reflect all racial, cultural, and economic segments of the 
community. Our child-directed curriculum recognizes the 
value of children learning through play, at their own pace 
and within a context that is meaningful to them. We provide 
a safe and nurturing environment that emphasizes creativity, 
socialization, motor skills, cognitive development and lots 
of time for dramatic play. 


492 


Preschools by the Bay 


Total Enrollment: 54 - 56 Families 
Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: No more than 18 per day per program 

Age Range: 2.9 - 5 years 

Programs: Part Time 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 

Must Children be Potty Trained? We like it if they are but it is 
not a requirement for admission. 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks & Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We work closely with families 
and welcome and encourage therapists of all kinds to observe/ 
visit children in their care at the school. We have a yearly 
Vision Screening provided by Prevent Blindness -Northern 
California. 

Communication between School & Parents: We use many 
methods of communication: notes, email, telephone, parent- 
teacher conferences, weekly newsletter as well as check in at 
drop off and pick up times. 
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Tuition for September 2012: 

3 days a week $445.00 per month 

4 days a week $570.00 per month 

5 days a week $685.00 per month 

Additional Fees: Supply fee. Maintenance fee. Lunch Bunch 
Average Yearly Increase: 3-5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes. We can offer 
a percentage off tuition. An application process is required; 
tuition assistance is offered on a case-by-case basis. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tours are scheduled from mid 
October to late January. Notification of acceptance is usually 
the first or second week of March. A non-refundable deposit of 
the first months' tuition is due upon acceptance of a spot. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We encourage parents 
to come on a tour the year prior to their child's age eligibility 
(children must be 3 by November 30) to attend WITW. 
Applications are accepted at any time, but not necessary until 
the year prior to enrollment. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varied. 

Environmental Awareness: We compost and recycle. We use 
recycled materials frequently. We encourage all families to 
pack a "Waste free" snack/lunch. This year we raised $52.00 
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by recycling cans. We donated the money to SaveNature.org 
and adopted an acre in the rainforest of Costa Rica. We also 
participated in an energy workshop hosted By The REACH 
Program and have successfully reduced our energy bill. All of 
this has been a fantastic way for children to learn about the role 
they play in being aware of the environment. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 12 years 

Staff Select: The Board of Directors sets the salary and works 
with the Director to establish a Job Description. A two-step 
interview process follows: one interview with the Director, 
then a second interview with the teachers, if applicable 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Mostly public 
and parochial schools in the neighborhood. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We host a Kindergarten information 
night yearly. The teachers and I fill out recommendation 
forms and speak with admissions directors. We encourage 
communication between families and the school during this 
time. 


Sun Safety Approach: Parents apply sun block to their children 
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before they arrive at school. 

Type of Fundraising: We have an Annual Auction that is the 
schools major fundraiser. We also have an Alumni/Annual 
Fund. We participate in many community-based give back 
programs (Patxi's Pizza, Sports Basement). 

Current Parent Review: 

philosophy is wonderful for children. It gives them many 
opportunities to learn and grow in a safe environment and 
in their own time. The Parent community is supportive and 
strong. My children and I have made many friends at Wind 
in the Willows. It is truly a place where children come first. 
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BRIDGE POINT ACADEMY 

1787 Grant Avenue 

Novato, CA 94945 

(415) 898-7007 fax: (415) 893-1786 

email: mroland@bridgepointschools.com 

www.bridgepointschools.com 

Year School Established: 2006 

Director: Margaret Roland 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Bridge Point Academy is an academic preschool. Our objective 
is to prepare children for kindergarten in a fun, nurturing and 
loving environment. Our curriculum includes phonics, math, 
science and Spanish. In addition, we offer art, music and free 
play allowing children to use their creativity and grow their 
social skills. 
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Total Enrollment: 125 
Number of Classrooms: 7 
Class Size: varies 

Age Range: 6 weeks - Pre-K. We also offer an afterschool 
program for children attending kindergarten through 3rd 
grade in the local public schools. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 6:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: Infants 1:4, Toddlers 1:4, 2's 1:8, Young 
3's 1:10, 3-5 years 1:12, Afterschool 1:14 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We do not provide them here but 
we do assist families in obtaining services if they need them 
through other avenues. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
with parents in a variety of ways. We have a Facebook page 
where upcoming events and reminders are posted. We send 



Preschools Marin 


499 


emails and sometime use daily notebooks for specific children. 
Most of all, we attempt to communicate daily about how each 
child's day was. We have parent/ teacher conferences twice a 
year. 

Tuition for September 2012: Varies depending on age and 
schedule of child 

Additional Fees: 

$100 annual registration fee 

$75 summer fee (covers all expenses of all field trips and 
visitors for summer) 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Generally, there is no 
waiting list. 

Teacher Education/Background: All teachers have the 
minimum 12 units. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6+ years. Most teachers have been 
here 8+ years and worked for previous owners 

Staff Select: We are lucky to have very low staff turnover. We 
employ a multiple interview process to carefully select new 
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teachers to work as part of our close team. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: All local public 
and private schools 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We are more than happy to fill out any 
school questionaires or assessments.. 

Type of Fundraising: We do minimal fundraising. We usually 
have two optional fundraisers and a scholastic book fair. 


BRIGHT HORIZONS AT MARIN COMMONS 

1600 Los Gamos Drive, Suite 230 

San Rafael, CA 94903 

(415) 492-2262 fax: (415) 472-1513 

email: marincommons@brighthorizons.com 

www.brighthorizons.com/marincommons 

Year School Established: 2009 - this location Bright Horizons 
was established in 1986 

Director: Barb Price 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

In each classroom at Bright Horizons at Marin Commons, 
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our highly skilled teachers provide the environment and 
experiences from which children learn and grow. The first 
few years of life are an extraordinary time that sets the 
stage for all the years that follow. Our program for learning, 
"The World at Their Fingertips," creates developmentally 
appropriate educational environments that empower children 
to be confident, successful, lifelong learners. Our "open door" 
policy welcomes parents of enrolled children to drop in at any 
time. We also offer a variety of enrichment programs (Spanish, 
Yoga, and Sports Camp at our local YMCA). Our environments 
encourage children to explore and learn more about the world 
around them through language, math, science, art, movement 
and music. 

Total Enrollment: 142 
Number of Classrooms: 9 

Class Size: 12 for Toddlers, 15 for Twos, 24 for 3-year-olds and 
up. 

Age Range: 6 weeks - 6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, and School Year 
Calendar 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: Infants is 1:4, Toddlers is 1:6, Twos is 
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1:7, and Preschool is 1:12 

Must children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training provided? We partner with families when 
they are ready to begin potty training. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We partner closely with all of 
our families to continually assess each child's development. 
Should any concerns be raised, we meet with our families to 
discuss a plan of action and provide resources for their specific 
situation. 

Communication between School & Parents: Our parents 
receive monthly newsletters from the director as well as their 
classroom teachers. They also receive email updates from 
the director as needed for information sharing, updates and 
reminders. Our infant and toddler classrooms are provided 
daily communication forms with specific information about 
their child's day and all classrooms share "What In The World 
Happened Today" forms for families to view at pick-up time. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

$2,185.00 per month - Infants 
$2,120.00 per month - Toddlers 
$1,850.00 per month - Twos 
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$1,570.00 per month - Preschool 

Tuition rates will vary depending on programs. 

Additional Fees: Yearly Re-registration fee of $100.00 
Activity Fee - $100.00 per year 

Emergency Kit - $25.00 (one time fee) 

Average Yearly Increase: 3-5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: Registrations are accepted year 
round. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Our infant and toddler 
programs are impacted so families are encouraged to apply 6 
months out. 

Teacher Education/Background: All of our staff meet California 
requirements for Early Childhood Education. Criminal 
background checks are completed for all new hired. 

Environmental Awareness: It's fairly green and getting better 
all the time. This is an area that we are continuing to access and 
will strive to make improvements. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 8.5 years 
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Staff Select: We are extremely fortunate at Bright Horizons 
to have a full time recruitment coordinator that helps us to 
find exceptional teachers in the field of early childhood. The 
recruiter evaluates teaching credentials and refers teachers 
to our centers that are a good match. At the center level, we 
interview potential teachers and invite perspective teachers to 
come in for additional working interviews. We follow-up on 
professional references and do our best to hire teachers with 
experience, education and great attitudes! 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, we provide ongoing 
professional development for our staff as well as a tuition 
reimbursement program for continuing education. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Many of our 
families attend public kindergarten in the Dixie and Novato 
districts but we also draw from families who live in San 
Francisco and the East Bay. We are located just off Highway 101 
so our location is convenient for families commuting North or 
South. We also have several families that attend private schools 
in Marin County; most notably St. Mark's School. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We offer a fall parenting workshop that 
is presented by Melinda Kanter-Levy; a founder of Marin 
Day Schools. She offers comprehensive overview of the 
kindergarten process in Marin County and surrounding areas 
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if necessary. Melinda will also meet one-on-one with families 
if they're interested in personalized help. 

Sun Safety Approach: Our playgrounds are naturally shaded; 
especially during the morning hours. We ask our families to 
apply sunscreen every morning before sending their child 
to school and then we reapply every afternoon before going 
outdoors. 

Type of Fundraising: None 
Current Parent Review: 

"We started our daughter at Bright Horizons right after her 
first birthday and it became her home away from home. She 
was well-nurtured, received lots of stimulation and had all 
her boo-boos kissed. Every time we picked her up she was 
happy and full of smiles. She's now in the preschool homebase 
and has grown in every area. She is independent, creative, 
resourceful, and thoughtful and is abundantly prepared for 
the next step. Bright Horizons has helped our daughter thrive 
and has exceeded our expectations. We would do it all over 
again in exactly the same way." 

Christy W. - Parent of a Three year old 
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DAYCARING PRESCHOOL 

2398 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. 

Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415) 459-6291 

email: thisisgen@yahoo.com 
www.daycaring.com 

Year School Established: 1975 

Director: Genevieve Sollecito 

Philosophy and Curriculum: DayCaring Preschool is Fairfax's 
family-oriented, child-centered non-profit preschool, nurturing 
Marin County children ages 2 thru 5 since 1975. 

Our mission is to grow happy, capable learners in a play-based 
atmosphere of freedom, passion, art and curiosity - a place 
where kids can be kids. We strive to develop and enhance each 
child's individuality, foster independent initiative and preserve 
the innocence and wonder of childhood. 

With love and guidance, our DayCaring family shares the goal 
of helping each child grow to their full potential and become 
creative thinkers, confident explorers and responsible future 
citizens of the world. 

Total Enrollment: 47 

Number of Classrooms: mixed ages 2-5 years 
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Age Range: 2-5 years old 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6 PM, M-F 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: No 

Communication between School & Parents: I have an open 
door policy and am always available to schedule parent 
meetings as requested. 

Tuition for September 2012: Our schedules and tuitions vary 
depending on age and days of attendance. Please go toour 
website for a full list of tuition rates. A few examples are: 

3 Mornings per week - $495 
3 Mid Days per week - $597 
5 Mid Days per week - $914 
3 Full Days per week - $802 
5 Full Days per week - $1092 


Additional Fees: Initial registration fee is $120 per child. 
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Annual re-registration $100 per family. Drop in is at the rate 
of $10 per hour and for enrolled children only. There is a 10% 
discount for siblings having 3 attendance days per week or 
more. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% to 5% every other year 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We do not provide 
financial aid through the school but we do accept families who 
participate in assistance programs through the county, such as 
Marin Child Care council or First Five funding. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Registration and Enrollment 
paperwork. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Varies by time of 
year. Typically we have 20 openings each summer as children 
graduate on in June. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies by staff member, from 
aides with 6 or 12 ECE units up to BA 

Environmental Awareness: We do our best. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: The average is 9 years (newest hire 4 
years ago; longest tenure 14 years) 

Staff Select: Our teaching staff must have all necessary 
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credentials in Early Childhood Education depending on the 
position they are hired for. They must be CPR-trained and TB- 
tested. 

Teachers who work at DayCaring must have an open heart 
and an open lap and the ingrained knowledge that play is a 
child's work. They must be able to see the world through the 
eyes of children, be flexible, patient, curious and able to laugh 
at themselves. 

At DayCaring we are a family and so teamwork and 
communication are more than just things we strive, they are a 
necessary part of what makes DayCaring, DayCaring. 

Professional Development for Staff: Minimum of one teacher 
in-service day and one day of lecture training per year. Also, 
all staff is supported to take continuing education courses 
or attend conferences. Director attends monthly directors 
group meetings as well as attending regular early childhood 
education conferences. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Most of them go 
to Manor, Brookside, Wade Thomas or Lagunitas Elementary 
Schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Children are evaluated in the Pre-K year 
and those evaluation results are shared with the elementary 
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schools. 

Sun Safety Approach: We have many large shade trees in our 
yard as well as covered shade tents. We apply sunscreen to the 
children several times a day in summer months. 

Type of Fundraising: Annual Silent Auction in Spring and 
mail out Giving Campaign in fall. 

Current Parent Review: 

Being a parent at DayCaring Preschool was like being part of 
an extended family, all of whom loved my son. Every day as 
we dropped him off we were confident to know that he was 
well cared for and loved by every person who worked at 
DayCaring. He enthusiastically strode in the door and greeted 
the day with wonder and the staff encouraged his wonder! The 
kids have a chance to be kids. Artistic expression is part of the 
recipe for each day and Stewart came home happy and proud 
each day. The loving way that each child's experience is held 
by the staff is so dear. Highly recommended by this Fairfax 
mom. Go DayCaring! Mary S. 


GAN ISRAEL PRESCHOOL 

1055 Las Ovejas Avenue 
San Rafael, CA 94903 

(415) 507-0460 email: morahgittel@yahoo.com 
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www.ganisraelsanrafael.com 
Director: Gittel Rice-Goodman 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Gan Israel Preschool offers a creative and nurturing environ¬ 
ment where your child will feel at home. For children aged 18 
months to 5 years, we offer morning and full day programs 
Monday through Friday. 

We take the best concepts of early childhood education and 
integrate the beauty of our Jewish tradition into meaningful 
and enriching classroom experiences. Our goal is to help each 
child develop into being their personal best. 

Every day your child will play, learn, and explore in a joyful, 
non-competitive space where they feel special and valued. We 
support each child as they grow in independence, confidence, 
creativity, and self esteem. 

Our goal is to provide children with the early foundation and 
framework to prepare them for their transition to Kindergarten 
and elementary school. Gan Israel celebrates the individuality 
of each child and encourages their innate curiosity and thirst 
for knowledge. We plan our curriculum with the awareness 
that children learn best by doing. 

Our program provides your child with hands-on experience 
in music, drama, art, movement, play, science and language 
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arts to help your child learn more about their world. Through 
songs, games, and storytelling, we'll explore Jewish themes, 
traditions, and holiday celebrations with your child. 

Our children participate in lots of extra-curricular activities, 
including soccer, gymnastics, ceramics and music. 

We offer a lush playground surrounded by trees and nature, a 
large shaded sandbox and play structure. We have a garden, 
where we plant seeds, watch them grow, and then harvest and 
eat our own fruits and vegetables! 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

For more information contact Gan Isreal Preschool. 


GARDEN SCHOOL, THE 

30 Sir Francis Drake Boulevard (PO Box 117) 
Ross, CA 94957 

(415) 453-6020 fax: (415) 453-2014 
email: rossrec@rossrecreation.org 
www.rossrecreation.org 

Year School Established: 2009 

Director: Susan Hunt & MM Tornga 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 
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Located in the Marin Art & Garden Center in Ross, the Garden 
School (operated by Ross Recreation) offers children a safe and 
nurturing atmosphere in which all feel respected, appreciated 
and cherished. It is important for children to have a positive 
and stimulating introduction to school, as this is the foundation 
for their future. In supportive surroundings, children develop 
self-esteem, learn self-control and gain independence and 
confidence. They experience pride and accomplishment, 
successes and failures, and learn to express their feelings. 

In this play-based program, children are given an 
opportunity to develop their problem solving, negotiating 
and communicating skills at their own pace. They experience 
friendships, learn techniques for getting along with others and 
play cooperatively. A child's natural curiosity to learn about the 
world around them is promoted through playful expression 
and freedom of activity. Teachers facilitate learning by giving 
children opportunities to make choices about which activities 
and materials they will use and explore. Opportunities are 
provided for the children's imaginations to expand. 

Our curriculum is designed to address the developmental 
needs of children, aged 3-5 years old. Children are engaged 
in reading readiness and language development (letters of the 
week and phonics), gross motor skills (exercise and playground 
time), fine motor activities (Handwriting without Tears, arts 
and crafts), social skills (circle time and sharing), beginning 
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math skills (counting, sorting, shapes and games), music, 
dramatic play, cooking, science and nature, as well as seasonal 
activities. Our classroom environment is rich in materials to 
support this curriculum. 

Total Enrollment: 30 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 21 

Age Range: Mixed ages: 3-5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar 

Hours of Operation: 8:45 AM - 1:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:7 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks & Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: Services are recommended as 
necessary by the Directors. 

Communication between School & Parents: Monthly 
newsletters, email, & phone are used to communicate with 
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parents. Conferences are held twice per year; however, parents 
are always encouraged to set up an appointment with the 
teachers. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Tuesday, Thursday $3892/year 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday $5836/year 
Monday through Friday $9728/ year 

Additional Fees: None 

Average Yearly Increase: Our tuition fees have not been 
increased in 2 years. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Contact the office 
at Ross Recreation directly. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Enrollment is taken on a first 
come, first serve basis. Priority is given to returning students 
and siblings. To be put on the waiting list, an application 
must be completed. A $25 application fee applies. Call Ross 
Recreation (415-453-6020) for an appointment to tour. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We maintain a wait 
list. Applications are accepted at birth. The earlier applications 
are received, the better your chance of securing a position. 

Teacher Education/Background: All teachers have either a 
California State Teaching Credential or the required number 
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of ECE units. 

Environmental Awareness: Recycling and composting 
program. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 4+ years 

Staff Select: Formal interview process & background / reference 
check. 

Professional Development for Staff: Ross Recreation provides 
3 Staff Development Days & pays for certain Continuing 
Education classes for the teachers. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Ross, Bacich, 
Wade Thomas, Brookside, San Domenico, Marin Primary, 
Coleman School, Sun Valley School 

Steps School Takes to Flelp Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: The Directors are familiar with many of 
the local public and independent schools and assist parents 
with the Kindergarten application process. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are encouraged/reminded to 
apply sunscreen prior to school. Extra sun block is available at 
school. Our playgrounds have many mature trees, so children 
are often playing in the shade. 
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Type of Fundraising: None at this time. 

Current Parent Review: 

The Garden School offered an exceptional preschool experience 
for our son, who attended for three years. During his time there, 
we watched his personality evolve from a quiet, little boy to a 
confident, well-adjusted Pre-K student who was ready to dive 
into the new social and academic world of Kindergarten. The 
play based curriculum, the incredible team of nurturing teachers 
and the emphasis on outdoor learning provided a very warm 
and safe environment. With the ages ranging from 3-5, it allows 
for the older children to be "leaders" and instill confidence that 
is an important part of entering Kindergarten. Our son thrived 
during his years there and entered Kindergarten prepared and 
confident. 


GOLDEN GATE ACADEMY 

201 Seminary Drive 

Mill Valley, CA 94941 

(415) 380-1400 fax: 415-380-1302 

email: goldengateacademy@ggbts.edu 

www.ggacademy.org 

Year School Established: 1960 


Director: Christi Williams 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Golden Gate Academy is a licensed (LIC#210102802) preschool 
serving children ages 2 through 5 years. Our school has served 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (GGBTS) and the 
Marin community since 1960. We are a department of GGBTS 
and function as a lab school for the seminary. Our goal is to 
provide excellent preschool education in a warm, nurturing, 
and fun environment. We offer a Christian atmosphere where 
the child will learn that God made us and loves us. GGA is a 
lab school for the seminary and serves as a model preschool for 
those looking to begin their own program. 

At Golden Gate Academy we offer age appropriate activities 
that are designed to develop the whole child. The curriculum 
offers opportunities for learning in language arts, math, 
science, social studies, physical education, computer, fine arts, 
foreign language and Bible. The Academy also offers a rich 
environment for play. 

MISSION: Golden Gate Academy provides quality early 
childhood education for the children of Golden Gate 
Seminary and the community of Marin County by providing 
a stimulating, loving, Christian environment and a curriculum 
of active learning that nurtures the growth of the whole child. 

Total Enrollment: 45 per day 


Number of Classrooms: 3 
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Class Size: Twos - 12; Threes - 15 to 16; Fours - 17 to 18 

Age Range: 

Class #1: 2-3 years old (must be 2 years by September 1st) 
Class #2: 3-4 years old (must be 3 years by September 1st) 
Class #3: 4-5 years old Pre-K (must be 4 years by Sept. 1st) 

Programs: Full Time, Year Round, School Year Calendar, and 
Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: Regular Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM AM 
Ext Care: 7:30 - 8:30 AM PM Ext Care: 4:30 - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 2's 1:6; 3's 1:8; 4's 1:9 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Non-potty trained OK in 2 
year old class; Potty trained only in 3 & 4 year old classes 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes, in the 2 year old class. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We refer to physicians and the 
Marin County Department of Education. 

Communication between School & Parents: We have daily 
contact with the parents but also pass along information 
through an individual parent file each family has. There is 
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a mandatory Parent's Back to School night at the beginning 
of the school year. Each class has designated parent-teacher 
conferences throughout the school year, as well. 

Tuition for September 2012: Ranges from $546 - $1,756. Please 
refer to full tuition scale pricing at www.ggacademy.org 

Additional Fees: 

$60 Application Fee 

$200 Registration Fee for new students 

$150 Registration Fee for returning students 

Capital Improvement Fee (New Students): $400 (2 days), $600 

(3 days), $1000 (5 days) 

Capital Improvement Fee (Returning Students): $220 (2 days), 
$330 (3 days), $550 (5 days) 

Average Yearly Increase: Varies 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Full time students 
or employees of the Golden Gate Seminary are eligible for 
financial aid/tuition assistance 

Admission Process/Timeline: Applications accepted year- 
round. Enrollment for the fall begins in February/March of 
that year. Continuous enrollment throughout the year, called 
from the waitlist. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications accepted 
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in utero and are considered in the order they are received. 

Teacher Education/Background: Minimum of BA+ ECE credits 
4- some Masters in Education; all staff go through CPR/ 1st Aid 
training 

Environmental Awareness: We teach the importance of 
recycling and conserving to the children, and practice that as 
much as possible. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 2-10 years 

Staff Select: Most staff come to us from a listing on the job 
board of the Golden Gate Seminary or through word of 
mouth referrals. The staff are screened for their education and 
experience and then those qualified candidates go through an 
interview process. If selected they go through all of the required 
state background checks and paperwork and an orientation 
process before starting in the classrooms. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, all of our staff go 
through the Early Childhood Education certificate program 
which leaves them at the Master Teacher/Site-Supervisor level 
at the completion of the program. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Mill Valley, 
Tiburon/ Belvedere, Sausalito, Corte Madera and other 
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surrounding Southern Marin cities 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Each Pre-K student has a parent-teacher 
“Kindergarten Readiness" meeting in the Spring where 
the teacher is able to discuss where the child currently is 
developmentally and their readiness for starting kindergarten. 
The teachers are available to complete any kindergarten 
information forms the future schools need filled out. 

Sun Safety Approach: 

Children a required to wear sunscreen each time they are 
outside, and is re-applied each time before they go outside. 

Type of Fundraising: 

As of 2010, we have moved away from major fundraising since 
implementing the Capital Improvement Fee, which is due at 
the beginning of the school year. We will, however, have an 
occasional casual fundraiser, but do not pressure families. We 
have an on-going brick and stepping stone fundraiser campaign 
where a family can buy a personalized brick or stepping stone 
to be placed in the new playground we are raising funds for. 
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GOLDEN POPPY PRESCHOOL AND INFANT 
CENTER 

50 El Camino Drive 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 
(415)924-2828 fax:(415)924-2829 
email: goldenpoppyschool@gmail.com 
email: goldenpoppy@sbcglobal.net 
www.goldenpoppyschool.com 

Year School Established: 1982 

Director: Jeanine Schock 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

It is our belief that children understand themselves and 
their world through pleasurable learning activities carefully 
planned for the child's developmental level. As children grow 
and become competent in the skills taught, they become self- 
directed and have a positive view of themselves. An enthusiasm 
for learning is a natural by-product of this new self-confidence. 
Our goal is to provide a loving and stimulating environment 
that encourages a child to grow intellectually, to interact 
appropriately with peers and adults, and to exhibit respect for 
himself and others. 

It is the Philosophy of Golden Poppy Preschool that children 
who feel safe, comfortable, and respected will exhibit a 
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natural curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. We believe 
that as a child develops new interests, reaches new levels of 
comprehension, and begins to acquire new skills, it is our job as 
educators to provide materials to facilitate the child's natural 
development. 

The philosophy at Golden Poppy can be described as 
developmental which means children are divided carefully 
by age and are instructed according to their developmental 
milestones. The focus of our two-year-old program is self¬ 
regulation, language development, and following multiple 
step directives. For our three-year-old program the focus is 
encouraging fantasy play, teaching letter recognition, and 
developing fine motor skills. The focus of our four-year-old 
program is the development of more complex cognitive skills, 
reading readiness skills as well as appropriate social and 
behavioral skills. Our transitional kindergarten program's 
focus is on writing skills, more complex math and cognitive 
skills and early reading development including phonics so our 
graduates are well prepared for kindergarten. 

Total Enrollment: 115 

Number of Classrooms: 6 

Class Size & Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Newborn - 1 year old maximum 12 children, ratio is 1:3 
1-2 years old maximum 16 children, ratio is 1:4 
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2- 3 years old maximum 18 children, ratio is 1:6 

3- 4 years old maximum 21 children, ratio is 1:7 

4- 5 years old maximum 24 children, ratio is 1:8 

5- 6 years old maximum 24 children., ratio is 1:8 

Age Range: Newborn - 6 years old 
Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Must children be Potty Trained? No, we don't consider this 
a developmental milestone. Potty-training is based solely on 
maturity level. 

Is Potty Training provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 
Early Intervention Services: Yes 

Communication between School & Parents: 

Monthly news-letters, daily emails, phone calls, talking to 
parents as they come and go from school, and bi-annual 
parent/teacher conferences or more often if needed. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Full Days (7:00 AM - 6:00 PM) - Monthly Fee 
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3-6 year 

2-3 year 

1-2 year 

0-1 year 

2 Days 

$731 

$776 

$841 

$889 

3 Days 

$983 

$1048 

$1145 

$1228 

4 Days 

$1274 

$1349 

$1471 

$1527 

5 Days 

$1478 

$1551 

$1809 

$1849 

Extended 

Days (9:00 AM - 3:00 PM) 

- Monthly Fee 


3-6 year 

2-3 year 

1-2 year 

0-1 year 

3 Days 

$873 

$$931 



4 Days 

$1121 

$1175 



5 Days 

$1257 

$1349 



Morning Program (9:00 AM - 12:30 PM) - Monthly Fee 


3-6 year 

2-3 year 

1-2 year 

0-1 year 

3 Days 

$636 

$689 



4 Days 

$832 

$863 



5 Days 

$1000 

$1119 



Daily Rate (must be schedule in advance) - Monthly Fee 


3-6 year 

2-3 year 

1-2 year 

0-1 year 

Full Day 

$70 

$72 

$75 

$82 


9:00-3:00 $64 $66 

9:00-12:30 $53 $55 

Hourly Rate (must be schedule in advance) - Monthly Fee 
3-6 year 2-3 year 1-2 year 0-1 year 

$20 $22 $25 $27 


Additional Fees: Supply fee of $75 for part-time & $150 for 
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full-time bi-annually. A Registration fee of $45 is collected at 
time of enrollment. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We try to work 
with families as much as possible. Golden Poppy Preschool 
offers 10% discount for the oldest sibling or 15% for the oldest 
child for families with twins or three or more siblings. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Children are admitted to Golden 
Poppy year round if space permits. The first step is to contact 
the school by phone or e-mail to arrange an interview and 
tour. Normally, we schedule tours Monday through Friday 
between 9:30am and 11:30am. If needed, contact Jeanine to see 
if another time is possible. You are welcome to bring your child 
to tour the school, however, some parents prefer to visit alone 
the first time to concentrate on the information given without 
distraction. Once you have decided to attend Golden Poppy, 
you will be e-mailed an enrollment packet of approximately 
twenty forms, which includes a health history and inoculation 
record to be signed by your pediatrician. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Sign up 6 months 
or more in advance of start date for infant/toddler through 
preschool ages. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varied - most teachers have 
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bachelors or masters must have AA degree or higher and ECE 
certificate from State of California. 

Environmental Awareness: Moderate, we recycle 3-4 com¬ 
mercial trash bins per week. Do some composting in our 
garden boxes. 

Field Trips: Yes, the pumpkin patch, the farmer's market. Slide 
Ranch, Lawrence Hall of Science, Marin Recycle Center, San 
Rafael Veteran's Playhouse to view Youth in Arts Programs. 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6 to 20 years 

Staff Select: We have a lengthy hiring process. Teachers must 
spend several days at school in our classrooms. If they meet 
our initial requirements and if they can pass their co-workers 
scrutiny we will hire. Nurturing, demonstrative and sense of 
humor are essential in the field. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, twice a year 
minimum. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Neil Cummins in 
Corte Madera, BrooksideinSan Anselmo, BacichinGreenbrae/ 
Kentfield, San Rafael Schools, various Novato Schools and Mill 
Valley Schools, and Bel Aire School in Tiburon. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We will do a full evaluation of all pre- 
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k children to determine their status in fine/gross motor, 
emotional socio behavioral skills, cognitive skills, language, 
pre-math, pre-reading, etc... 

Sun Safety Approach: All children should come to school with 
sunscreen on. We will reapply as needed if parents provide 
sunscreen. We provide shade structures and have naturally 
shaded areas of our play areas. 

Type of Fundraising: None 


GREENWOOD SCHOOL 

17 Buena Vista Avenue 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
(415)388-0495 fax:(415)388-6895 
email: admissions@greenwoodschool.org 
ww w.greenwoodschool .org 

Director: Debra Lambrecht 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Our school is a structured home-like environment for students 
to begin their school years in the preschool and kindergarten 
Early Childhood Program. Language arts are brought to the 
children orally through stories, songs, poems, and puppet 
plays, counting arises naturally out of the manifold tasks and 
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activities of the day and sensory integration takes place through 
joyful movement and physical activities. Greenwood's Early 
Childhood Program stimulates a child's natural interest in 
his or her environment and fosters powers of concentration, 
imagination, creative problem solving, and social skills that 
provide a sure foundation for a lifelong love of learning. 

At this phase of childhood, the young child learns primarily 
through encounter, imitation, discovery, and play. In our 
preschool program children are provided with a secure, 
caring, and structured home-like environment to begin their 
school years. Teachers and the classroom community create a 
safe and meaningful environment where children hear stories, 
see puppet shows, sing, bake bread, make soup, learn to make 
beautiful and useful things, explore nature, build houses and 
structures out of natural materials, and celebrate seasonal 
festivals. What the children see, touch, hear, and experience 
is transformed through their inherent power of imitation into 
individual and small-group creative play, which is the work of 
the young child. 

Age Range: 2 years 9 months to 4 years 6 months 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM —12:30 PM and aftercare program 
available from 12:30 - 6:00 PM. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

5 days - $16,395 per year 
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3 days - $9,837 per year 
2 days - $6,558 per year 

Additional Fees: Yes, a non-refundable, one-time enrollment 
fee of $250. 


KIDS ON THE HILL PRESCHOOL 

5461 Paradise Drive 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 
(415)924-3033 fax: (415) 924-1077 
email: koth@kidsonthehillpreschool.org 
www.kidsonthehillpreschool.org 

Year School Established: 1981 

Director: Paula Stoddard, M.A. 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Kids on the Hill offers a high quality developmental preschool 
program that educates the whole child by incorporating the best 
ideas in early childhood educational practices from a variety of 
early childhood philosophies. It is from this knowledge and 
understanding of what is best for engaging children in learning 
through play, that we create an environment and curriculum 
that actively involves the child in discovery learning. 


Total Enrollment: 60 
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Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: 2 year olds classroom - 6, 3 year old classroom -10, 
4 and 5 year olds classroom - 12 each 

Age Range: 2.6 - 6 years 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM - 2:45 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

2 year olds 1:6 

3 year olds 1:10 

4 & 5 year olds 1:12 with a teacher's assistant shared by these 
groups 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We cooperate with any service 
provider child is receiving services from. 

Communication between School & Parents: Daily interaction. 
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teacher newsletters and parent teacher conferences, director's 
news by e-mail. 

Tuition for September 2012: See website for details. 

Additional Fees: Extended fees on website. 

Average Yearly Increase: Depends on Board approval 
decision. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Partial limited 
scholarships by review. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Enrollment begins in March for 
fall attendance. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? It is helpful to come 
on a tour and speak to our school business administrator about 
the wait list procedures. 

Teacher Education/Background: A.A., B.A., and M.A. 
Environmental Awareness: Working on this! 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 5 years 

Staff Select: Education, experience, references, interview 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 
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Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Neil Cummins, 
Bacich, Reed, Sun Valley, St. Hillary, Willow Creek Academy, 
St. Patricks 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Forms supplied by elementary school 
entrance administrator are filled out by child's teacher and 
sent to school. 

Sun Safety Approach: Sunscreen, hats, and shade! 

Type of Fundraising: Hearts on the Hill Fundraiser in February. 
All school, all family party and auction! 


KIDS PLACE 

50 El Camino Dr. 

Corte Madera, CA 94925 
(415) 927-0498 fax: (415) 532-2388 
email: nancy@kidsplaceofmarin.com 
www.kidsplaceofmarin.com 

Year School Established: 2004 

Director: Nancy Martling 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Kids Place is a Reggio-inspired school. We emphasize 
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artistic expression, foster creativity, and follow the interests 
of the children to develop project-based curriculum. We 
also incorporate the best ideas from diverse childhood 
developmental philosophies to create a well-rounded program. 
We believe that children learn through play, and that a play- 
based program will develop a lifelong love of school and of 
learning. 

Our curriculum includes language development, social 
and emotional development, (pre) reading skills and math 
readiness, problem solving, art, music, drama, cooking, small/ 
large muscle, organic gardening and discovery. 

We see our playground as an extension of our classrooms. 
Interwoven with our climbing structures, sandbox, gravel pit, 
and slides are reading and painting nooks, sensory gardens, 
quiet spots, and dramatic play areas. 

Total Enrollment: 45 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: small 

Age Range: 2-6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, and Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6 PM 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: 2 years 1:6, 3 years 1:6, 4 years 1:8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We do not have an early 
intervention specialist on staff but aides from outside 
organizations are welcome in the school. 

Communication between School & Parents: We have open 
and on-going conversations with parents daily. Each Friday 
we email a "what we did this week" photo collage. Email 
newsletters fill in the details. We offer parent conferences. 

Tuition for September 2012: Tuition varies based on your 
preferred schedule. Please email nancy@kidsplaceofmarin. 
com for specific fees. 

Additional Fees: We have no additional fees. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: Kids Place has open enrollment 
so students can start at any time. Applications are online at 


Preschools Morin 


537 


kidsplaceofmarin.com. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We suggest 6 months 
to a year in advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: All teachers are fully 
qualified. 

Environmental Awareness: We strive to be as green as 
possible. We encourage waste-free lunches; and we recycle and 
compost. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6 years 

Staff Select: When interviewing staff we look not only for 
experience, but for enthusiasm, warmth, creativity and the 
ability to work as a team with parents and the other teachers. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Neil Cummins, 
Bacich, Reed, and all Mill Valley and San Rafael schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: In Marin we are so lucky to have 
wonderful public neighborhood schools. Most families choose 
this option. If a child does have special interests (language 
immersion, performing arts) we can help find a "good fit'. 
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Sun Safety Approach: Trees, wooden structures, planters and 
trellises brimming with vines provide ample shady areas on the 
playground. We apply sunscreen daily and support parents' 
wishes concerning hats. 

Type of Fundraising: We currently do not hold fundraisers. 
Current Parent Review: 

LOVE, LOVE, LOVE this preschool. My experience with 
Kid's Place has been nothing but positive starting with the 
application process to dropping my daughter off for her first 
day of school. All the staff are wonderful. They are so patient, 
caring, and respectful - it is evident in their interactions with 
each individual child. The environment is very welcoming and 
warm. Most importantly, the children are happy there and are 
always learning something new. 

The kids are always engaged in some kind of new, hands 
on project when I go there. The curriculum is stimulating, 
educational and most importantly, interesting to the children, 
providing great family conversation at dinnertime. 


LANGUAGE IN ACTION ;HOLAKIDS! 

10 Tamalpais Dr. 

Corte Madera, CA 94925 
(415)310-1335 fax:(415)871-2208 
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email: admin@languageinaction.com 
www.languageinaction.com 

Year School Established: 2003 

Director: Belen Ham 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We celebrate multi-cultural learning, bilingualism and the 
development of the whole child. Children at jHolaKids! 
preschools learn through exploration, discovery and play. In 
our classrooms, children are provided with developmentally 
appropriate activities with the goal of constantly challenging 
their abilities and supporting their individual learning process. 
Our foreign language instruction is grounded in immersion, 
which we believe is the best way for preschoolers to develop 
a long-lasting foundation in any language. We also believe 
that language and culture go hand in hand. Our program 
emphasizes the food, music, dance, traditions and holidays 
of Spanish speaking countries around the world culminating 
in three community wide cultural celebrations each year. 
Since our program uses the best practices of early childhood 
education in a language immersion setting, we strive to develop 
academic readiness for elementary school at a level similar to 
other highly regarded preschools, just with the benefit of full 
language immersion. 
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Total Enrollment: 30 
Number of Classrooms: 2 
Class Size: 15 

Age Range: We are proponents of mixed-age preschool 
classrooms because it fosters respect for the learning needs of 
students and it creates a setting where siblings can attend on 
the same days, simplifying family schedules. We have children 
between the ages of 2 and 5. Each child is guided by his or 
her individual readiness, ability and interests, while being 
supported by teachers and students. In addition, older children 
learn by assisting younger children; younger children model 
behavior by observation of older children. 

There are specific periods during the day where children are 
separated by age groups. For instance, circle time and outdoor 
time is separate since toddlers have a shorter attention span as 
well as different needs in terms of playground equipment and 
age-appropriate activities 

Programs: Full l ime. Part Time, School Year Calendar, Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: We have a total of 3 teachers for 15 
children (1:5). 
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Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: No Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We believe that early intervention 
is key. Our teachers are constantly assessing and observing the 
core development of the children with the aim of identifying 
any developmental delay. Parents are informed if outside 
services or testing are recommended. We have a depth of 
professional resources that we can refer to families, if need be. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
mostly through email. All the teachers and staff members 
have their own email address that all the families have access 
to. We also have a website for the families in our school, so 
they can see photos of their children each week, important 
announcements, sign up to volunteer or for an event, and find 
the contact information for other families to have play-dates 
or carpools. 


Tuition for September 2012: 

3 installment payments per years 

T/TH 

M/W/F 

M-F 

Full Day 

9 AM - 5:00 PM 

$2700 

$3800 

$5575 

School Day 

9 AM - 3:00 PM 

$2200 

$3000 

$4600 

Half Day 

9 AM-1:00 PM 

$1950 

$2700 

$3950 

Extended AM 

8 AM-9:00 AM 

$400 

$480 

$580 
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Afternoon Spanish 3 - 5:00 PM 

1-5 afternoons per week - $500/ $960/$1360/ $1700/ $2000 

Additional Fees: We offer extended morning care from 8:00 
- 9:00 AM if needed. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We do not offer 
Financial Aid, however, whenever possible we do try and help 
out families who need some assistance. 

Admission Process/Timeline: First, we ask parents to fill out 
a waitlist form on our website to apply to our program. We 
will then reach out to you to schedule a visit at the center. We 
have rolling admissions, so once a spot does become available, 
we reach out to our families on the waitlist to find the right 
age and gender to fill the spot. Most of our spots open up at 
the beginning of the year (September). We send out acceptance 
emails between the months of April and May. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We recommend filling 
out a waitlist form one year prior to when you wish to attend; 
however, we take applications throughout the year. 

Teacher Education/Background: Teachers degrees range from 
Associates to Masters in Early Childhood Education. All of 
them have at least three years of experience working with 
children. 
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Environmental Awareness: We separate the garbage: recycle 
and landfill and use towels for the children that are washed 
weekly, instead of using paper. We are trying to use fewer 
photocopies for projects and use more recycled materials. 
Most of our themes that we study throughout the year are 
based on the care and respect for nature. We have started our 
own garden and the parents have started to work on a vertical 
garden so we can watch some vegetables grow. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Staff Select: First, we receive the applicant's resume and make 
sure the qualifications of the applicant match the position that 
we have available. Secondly, applicants will set up a time to 
have an interview in both Spanish and English. Thirdly, the 
applicants plan a class and visit one of our centers to teach the 
class. During this period, applicants are observed and evaluated 
based on their interactions with the students and other teachers, 
management of the group and teaching techniques. 

Professional Development for Staff: Staff development is 
a priority. We have a staff development day during the year 
and a week of staff development during the summer. This is a 
time where teachers from all of our four Bay Area centers come 
together to talk about the curriculum, new ideas, etc. We also 
have guest speakers on a variety of topics. 

Each week, we also have meetings at each center with the 
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Program Director and teachers to discuss the curriculum, 
progress of the children, environment, and other school related 
topics. 

Also, we encourage teachers to further their education by 
taking ECE classes (Literacy, Administration of Curriculum, all 
inclusive education), which are paid for by the program. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Our students go 
to both private and public Bay Area schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We host a Kindergarten Information 
night in the Fall to jumpstart the process and to link families. 
Our administrator informs families of open houses, tours, 
and other pertinent events. Our Program Director is always 
available to meet with families individually to talk through 
the process, advise on different school options and suggest the 
proper fit for your child. 

Throughout the school year, we have two parent/teacher 
conferences, where the head teacher will explain your child's 
assessment. The assessments are based off the teacher's record 
of their thoughtful and constant observation of the children. 
To ensure children are having an age appropriate growth in 
all the areas of development, they are assessed in both English 
and Spanish. 
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Sun Safety Approach: Parents are encouraged to apply 
sunscreen on the children's faces if it is too sunny (we can't 
apply because some are allergic). They are invited to bring hats 
if they desire it. And when teachers go outside they always 
bring cups and water so children are always hydrated. 

Type of Fundraising: None 

Current Parent Review: 

Our son has been at Language in Action for the past year and 
loves it. He can't wait to get there in the morning, leaping in 
the door often forgetting to say goodbye. The teachers and 
administrators are warm and friendly, and the school has 
a great community spirit. It's a fun place for the children to 
socialize, a focused environment to learn and a creative setting 
for them to develop artistically. And it's all in Spanish. It's 
wonderful to hear the kids recite Spanish poems, sing Spanish 
songs and do Latin American dances at the regular cultural 
celebrations. 


LITTLE SCHOOL, THE 

Mill Valley Campus 

285 Miller Avenue 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
(415) 383-9696 
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Tiburon Campus 

11 Shepherd Way 
Tiburon, CA 94920 
(415) 435-3521 

fax: (415) 383-0120 

email: mvkids@comcast.net 

www.littleschoolmarin.org 

Year School Established: 1980 

Director: Ann M Baker 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Little School is a year round, private non-profit educational 
organization dedicated to the growth and well being of young 
children. We are play based with developmentally appropriate 
programs. We offer art, math and language development, 
reading readiness skills, science, outdoor play, gardening, large 
and small motor activities, Spanish, dance, music, gymnastics. 
I he schedule of the day is designed to provide a balance of 
group interactions as well as personal exploration. Our goal 
is to provide a safe and nurturing atmosphere, to prepare 
children for their next step in education and to enhance the 
children's natural curiosity and joy for learning. 


Total Enrollment: 45 per day 
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Number of Classrooms: 3 
Class Size: 12 to 18 children 
Age Range: 2-6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:45 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Nursery class (2 years old) - 2:12 
Preschool class (3 years old) - 2:16 
PreK class (4 and 5 years old) - 2:18 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Not at 2 year entry level 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We do not have the facility 
to provide early intervention but we do refer parents to the 
County for evaluation and services and we support the child 
and parents through the process of getting the proper help. 

Communication between School & Parents: Daily verbal 
communication, email weekly classroom and monthly office 
newsletters and other email messages and by telephone. 
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Tuition for September 2012: 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 2 days — $450 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 3 days — $565 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 4 days — $685 
9:00 AM -12:00 PM 5 days — $830 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 2 days — $575 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 3 days — $740 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 4 days — $1000 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 5 days — $1165 

7:45 AM - 6:00 PM 2 days — $700 
7:45 AM - 6:00 PM 3 days — $920 
7:45 AM - 6:00 PM 4 days — $1175 
7:45 AM - 6:00 PM 5 days — $1440 

Additional Fees: 

Wait list fee $50; Yearly registration fee $50; Yearly Assessment 
fee $125 (can be exchanged for Parent Work Day duties) 

Average Yearly Increase: 5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We have 2 
scholarships that we share between both of our schools. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Parents are informed in March 
of the current year as to admission to enrollment in the fall. 


Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? 1 to 2 years in 
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advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: Appropriate ECE to College 
Degree 

Environmental Awareness: We recycle and have reusable 
dishes. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 15 years 

Staff Select: Education, experience in the field, nurturing 
personality ability to be a team player and willingness to be 
flexible with job duties and hours. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, college educational 
fund, seminar and workshop reimbursement and in house 
trainings. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Most children go 
on to the local public schools in Marin, especially Mill Valley 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We have 2 formal conferences with 
parents in Pre K year to assess readiness for Kindergarten entry. 
We post the Kindergarten application and calendar visits for 
the Mill Valley School District and we fill out the local school 
generated assessment fro each child. 
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Sun Safety Approach: We have sunshades in our yard and the 
parents and we put sunscreen on the children. 

Type of Fundraising: We have an annual fundraiser in the 
spring, which is a family event with a silent auction and a 
raffle. We also participate in escrip. 

Current Parent Review: This is not possible from this email 
address. 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

Mill Valley Campus 

10 Old Mill Street 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
(415)381-4206 fax:(415)381-4892 
email: acaprio@marindayschools.org 
www.marindayschools.org 

Year School Established: 1983 

Director: Alison Caprio 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The Mill Valley Campus is a developmental appropriate 
program that is project based. It is very community oriented 
and enjoys its wonderful location for field studies and its 
project work. Walking expeditions to the library and many 
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other nearby locations are part of the curriculum. 

We are play-based, developmentally appropriate and ex¬ 
periential. Children grow, mature and develop social and 
academic skills in an environment that supports their innate 
curiosity and learning styles 

Total Enrollment: 81 per day 

Number of Classrooms: 5 

Class Size: varies 

Age Range: 2-5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, and Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 for 2's up to 1:9 for Pre-K's 

Must children be Potty trained? No 

Is Potty training provided? We work with families as a child 
goes through the potty training process. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: MDS Mill Valley does not provide 
services for children but will provide referrals should we feel a 
child need additional support. We are happy to have services 
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come to our program for observations or for therapy should a 
parent provide them his/her child. 

Communication between School & Parents: Communication 
is key in providing strong ties between home and school. While 
we have two formal conferences scheduled through the year, 
parents are encouraged to contact the staff anytime they would 
like to speak to us about their child. We also have monthly 
newsletters and a strong Parent Association, which provides 
opportunities for communication. 

Tuition for September 2012: Has not been set as of this date. 

Additional Fees: 

Drop in rate (extended hours) 

Continuing student registration fee 
Yearly Activity Fee 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Families that have 
been accepted into our programs may apply twice a year for 
scholarships. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Re-registration for currently 
enrolled students is in January. We start to enroll from the 
community in late January - early February. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? It always helps to 
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submit an application early. However you never should feel 
discouraged in applying if you have just moved into the area. 
Sometimes openings occur! 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies from 12 units to 
Masters Degree in Ed. 

Environmental Awareness: Our children love to recycle their 
trash! We work each day to make our children and ourselves 
more conscientious of what we do in our environment. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 6 years 

Staff Select: Staff is selected by their unique qualities that 
would ensure their success in working in a campus that prides 
itself in having a strong community sense. Children, parents 
and staff are encouraged to work together in developing a 
warm and caring environment for children. 

Professional Development for Staff: We have begun to send 
teachers to NAEYC annually. We also encourage staff to attend 
Bright Horizons Curriculum Task Force Meetings. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Most of our 
children attend local elementary kindergartens, however we 
always have a few that might apply to private schools. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: In Mill Valley there isn't as big a concern 
over which private school to go to as much as much as should 
I send my child to public or private. The other question that 
arises for our parents is kindergarten readiness. In both cases 
the parent(s), teacher, and director discuss which would be 
best for that particular child and family. 

Sun Safety Approach: We encourage our families to put 
sunscreen on children prior to coming to school each day. 
We also reapply sunscreen to those children who stay in the 
afternoon. 

Type of Fundraising: Marin Day School, Mill Valley Campus 
retains its not for profit status within Bright Horizons. This 
enables us to do fundraising events to provide scholarship 
monies for our families. 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

Hillside Campus 

80 Lomita Drive 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
(415)381-3120 fax:(415)381-5987 
email: vfranco@marindayschools.org 
email: nclark@marindayschools.org 
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www.marindayschools.org 

Year School Established: 1981 
Director: Vanessa Franco 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We believe that children learn experientially, by doing rather 
than being instructed. We are advocates for the child's right 
to move, to play, and to explore. Twenty-first century ideals 
with respect to teamwork, leadership, problem solving, 
interpersonal skills, communication, personal development, 
sense of community, respect for the environment, creativity, 
and self-motivation are an integral part of the MDS philosophy. 
Enthusiasms for learning, respect for oneself and others, 
and increased self-confidence are the goals for each child. 
We believe that children's knowledge of themselves and 
the world around them grows from significant pleasurable 
learning experiences. Marin Day School provides a way for 
every child to succeed in building social and educational skills 
and learning appropriate methods of interacting with other 
people. Most importantly Marin Day Schools are happy places 
where children thrive. We want every child to feel that Marin 
Day School is a fun, safe place and look forward to coming to 
school. The Marin Day Schools developmental curriculum is 
based on the Bright Horizons World At Their Fingertips (math 
counts, science rocks, language works, art smart, world aware 
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and projections) and is designed to support and stimulate the 
child's natural curiosity, interests and abilities. The classroom 
atmosphere says "It is absolutely right to try" and there is 
much self- exploration, learning through experimentation and 
opportunity for success. 

Total Enrollment: 90 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: Varies ranging from 12-22. 

Age Range: 2-6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: Preschool - 1:6 and Pre-K - 1:8 

Must children be potty trained? No 

Is potty training provided? Yes, potty learning is supported. 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We referred families to services 
available in the community. 

Communication between School & Parents: In person, 
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newsletters, by phone, events, email, and sharing articles. 

Tuition for September 2012: 


Preschool 14-5 yrs 

5 days 

3 days 

2 days 

Morning 9:00 -12:30 

$1,106 

$785 

$575 

Extended 9:00 - 2:30 

$1,327 

$942 

$690 

Full 7:30-6:30 

$1,580 

$1,122 

$822 

Preschool II 2- 3+ yrs 

5 days 

3 days 

2 days 

Morning 9:00-12:30 

$1,274 

$904 

$662 

Extended 9:00 - 2:30 

$1,529 

$1,085 

$795 

Full 7:30 - 6:30 

$1,820 

$1,293 

$947 

Additional Fees: 




New Student Application Fee 

$50 


Continuing Student Registration 

$100 


Extra Hours Rate (per hour, per child) $12 


NSF Fee 


$25 


Yearly Activity Fee 


$100 


Late Payment Fee - per day 


$20 



Average Yearly Increase: 2-3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, we do have 
some limited financial aid scholarship funds available to 
qualifying families. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Accepted once application and 
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fee are received and as space available- short visits scheduled 
for children prior to actual start date. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications accepted 
at all times but it is best to apply early - at least one year prior 
to desired enrollment. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies ECE+, College to 
Masters. 

Field Trips: Yes, occasional neighborhood walking field trips. 
Average Teacher Tenure: 10+ years. 

Staff Select: Interviews and on-site visits; we select best 
possible match. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Local public and 
private schools. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Marin Day Schools provides guidance 
and support to families throughout the application and intake 
process. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents apply sunscreen prior to drop 
off-teachers re-apply throughout day/shade provided and 
water encouraged. 
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Type of Fundraising: Marin Day Schools holds a fall fund 
drive and an annual spring fundraising event. 

Current Parent Review: 

Our son has enjoyed every moment at MDS-Hillside; he doesn't 
want to leave! We have been impressed from the original parent 
tour, those nervous "first days" (for the parents!) right through 
to graduation. The teachers were caring and knowledgeable, 
the administrative team always had a smile and time to talk 
to us and help us through early childhood. We couldn't have 
asked for a better educational start for our son - we know he is 
well prepared to "go forth in the world" 

L. Woods 


MARIN DAY SCHOOLS 

MDS San Rafael Campus 

1123 Court Street 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
(415)453-9822 fax:(415)453-6829 
email: gmcgeeOTnarindayschool.org 
www.marindayschools.org 

Year School Established: 1988 


Director: Genevieve McGee 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We believe that children learn experientially, by doing rather 
than being instructed. We are advocates for the child's right 
to move, to play, and to explore. Twenty-first century ideals 
with respect to teamwork, leadership, problem solving, 
interpersonal skills, communication, and personal develop¬ 
ment, sense of community, respect for the environment, 
creativity, and self-motivation are an integral part of the MDS 
philosophy. Enthusiasm for learning, respect for oneself and 
others, and increased self-confidence is the goals for each 
child. We believe that children's knowledge of themselves and 
the world around them grows from significant pleasurable 
learning experiences. Marin Day School provides a way for 
every child to succeed in building social and educational skills 
and learning appropriate methods of interacting with other 
people. Most importantly Marin Day Schools are happy places 
where children thrive. We want every child to feel that Marin 
Day School is a fun, safe place and look forward to coming to 
school. The Marin Day Schools developmental curriculum is 
based on the Bright Horizons World At Their Fingertips (math 
counts, science rocks, language works, art smart, world aware 
and projections) and is designed to support and stimulate the 
child's natural curiosity, interests and abilities. The classroom 
atmosphere says "It is absolutely right to try" and there is 
much self- exploration, learning through experimentation and 
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opportunity for success. 

Total Enrollment: 105 

Number of Classrooms: 7 

Class Size: 10-18 children 

Age Range: 1-5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Toddler - 1:4, Preschool - 1:6, Pre-K - 1:8 
Must children be potty trained? No 

Is potty training provided? Yes, potty learning is supported. 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We refer families to services 
available in the community. 

Communication between School & Parents: In person, 
newsletters, by phone, events, email, and sharing articles 


Average Yearly Increase: 2% 
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Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, we do have 
some limited financial aid scholarship funds available to 
qualifying families. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications accepted 
at all times. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies ECE-Masters 
Field Trips: Yes, occasional neighborhood walking field trips. 
Average Teacher Tenure: 10 

Staff Select: Interviews and on-site visits. We select the best 
possible match. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Local public and 
private schools 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Marin Day Schools provides guidance 
and support to families throughout the application and intake 
process. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents apply sunscreen prior to drop 
off. Teachers re-apply throughout day. Shade is provided and 
water encouraged. 

Type of Fundraising: Marin Day Schools holds a fall fund 
drive and an annual spring fundraising event. 
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Current Parent Review: I asked my 3-year-old what she likes 
about MDS. "I love the ladybug room, story time and my 
teachers love me a lot". 1 couldn't have said it better myself. 
Marin Day School has been a wonderful place for our daughter 
to grow and start her educational journey. We are greeted with 
smiles and kind words every morning and afternoon and I am 
confident that she is in a safe and loving place. The teachers and 
director are experts in their field, providing a developmentally 
appropriate curriculum. MDS is flexible for working families 
and is a wonderful partner as you navigate parenting a 
preschooler. We could not have made a better preschool choice 
for our family. 

J. Gonzalez 

MARIN HORIZON SCHOOL 

305 Montford Avenue 

Mill Valley, CA 94941 

(415) 388-8408 fax: (415) 388-7831 

email: admissions@marinhorizon.org 

www.marinhorizon.org 

Year School Established: 1977 


Director: Luis Ottley, Ed.D. 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Marin Horizon School is an independent, co-ed, and Montessori- 
inspired day school serving students from 2 years old through 
8th grade. Our mission is to challenge students to be self-reliant 
thinkers and lifelong learners. We inspire academic excellence, 
nurture students' natural love of learning, and encourage them 
to be confident individuals who are responsible to each other, 
the community, and the world. 

Total Enrollment: 300 

Number of Classrooms: 4 preschool 

Class Size: 24 - 29 

Age Range: 2 years - 8th grade 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, and 
Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 for 2-3 year olds; 1:9 for 3-5 year 
olds 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 


Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 
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Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We have a Sensory Motor Program 
for students from 2 years - 1st grade. Additionally, we refer to 
outside specialists when children require further assistance. 

Communication between School & Parents: Each Wednesday, 
a school wide bulletin is emailed to parents. Every other week, 
each class publishes "Class Notes." We hold parent-teacher 
conferences in October and March, and on an as-needed basis. 
Student reports are mailed in January and June. 

Tuition for September 2012: $14,775 - $20,095, depending on 
length of day and number of days per week. 

Additional Fees: We have an optional organic hot lunch 
program catered through Good Earth Organic Lunches ($5.75/ 
day). Extended care fees are outlined on the web site at https: / / 
www.marinhorizon.org/ MHSTuition. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3 -7% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Tuition assistance 
is based on need. Application is made through School and 
Student Services (SSS), a subsidiary of the National Association 
of Independent Schools (NAIS). Applications are due in 
January of each year. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Scheduled tours run October - 
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January and applications for Admission and Tuition Assistance 
are due in January of each year. Dates are published on our 
web site. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Applications are due 
in January for a Fall start. 

Teacher Education/Background: All head teachers have 
Bachelors degrees; Teachers in preschool have Montessori 
training 

Environmental Awareness: We have composting and recycling 
bins around campus. Our lunch program is trash-free. The 
theme of sustainability is integrated into our curriculum 
at all levels: respect for the environment is one of our six 
cornerstones. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 11 years 

Staff Select: The Associate Head of School, Division Head and 
teaching teams interview candidates. Candidates create and 
implement lesson plans in the classroom. Finalists are selected 
by Associate Head and Head of School. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Marin Horizon 
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School serves students through 8th grade. More than 50% of 
our preschool students remain at our school for kindergarten. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Marin Horizon School serves students 
through 8th grade. More than 50% of our preschool students 
remain at our school for kindergarten. 

Sun Safety Approach: We have shade sails over our play 
structure and are adding them to our amphitheater. We 
encourage hats and sunscreen. 

Type of Fundraising: We have an annual fund, to which we 
ask all families contribute. We hold an annual auction every 
year in the spring and ask all families to attend. 

Current Parent Review: 

We absolutely love Marin Horizon School! Two of our three 
children are in the preschool program with our third starting 
the toddler program in the 2012. The teachers are incredible; 
our children truly have passion for learning, a retention of 
knowledge that I wish for daily, and a hunger to learn more 
- it's really unlike anything I've seen before. 
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MARIN MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

5200 Paradise Drive 

Corte Madera, CA 94925 

(415) 924-5388 fax: (415) 924-5305 

email: admissions@marinmontessori.org 

www.marinmontessori.org 

Year School Established: 1963 

Director: Jim Munger, Head of School and Jules Layman, 
Program Director 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Marin Montessori School's Mission: 

To nurture the development of each student in the community 
to his or her potential - an independent, responsible, compas¬ 
sionate, learned individual who thinks critically and realizes 
clearly his or her role in the world. MMS's mission is to provide 
education for life. 

Marin Montessori School's Vision: 

Inspired by the principles of Association Montessori 
Internationale, MMS strives every day to create a community of 
students, families, staff and faculty united in the development 
of each child - intellectually, physically, socially, creatively, 
emotionally and spiritually. Stimulated by thoughtfully 
prepared classrooms, guided by our gifted faculty, but most 
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of all inspired by their own curiosity, interests and tendencies, 
our students thrive. 

Total Enrollment: 112 

Number of Classrooms: 5 

Class Size: Toddler - 12, Preschool - 24 

Age Range: 18 months - 6 years (includes the Kindergarten 
year) 

Hours of Operation: Toddler: 7:30 - 5:00 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 Toddler & 1:10 Preschool 

Tuition for September 2012: Please see website for current 
information. 

Additional Fees: Application fee, non-refundable registration, 
deposit, and after-school care. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, families apply 
for tuition assistance by late November. 

Admission Process/Timeline: 

1. Schedule a Tour 

Call us at 415.924.5388. This is your chance to see current 
students and faculty in action. Tours on the Corte Madera 
campus begin promptly at 8:45AM and run about 90 minutes. 
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Tours on the St. Vincent's campus (Junior High Program) 
begin promptly at 9:45AM. A complete packet of information 
will be distributed during the tour. It is very important for 
parents to view the program while school is in session as it 
offers an important opportunity to observe the teacher-student 
relationship and Montessori approach firsthand. Choosing the 
right school is an important decision and the tour is an essential 
part of this process. 

Tours are scheduled weekday mornings from October through 
February. Please contact Pamela, Marin Montessori School's 
secretary, at 924.5388, extension 0, to sign up for a tour. 

2. Attend an Open House 

Join us for a morning of discovery at an Open House - it's a 
wonderful opportunity to meet our faculty and staff in person. 
Open Houses are scheduled for November and January. 

3. Subrnit an Application 

Applications are accepted year round. There is a $75 non- 
refundable fee per application. You may apply online (coming 
soon), or via PDF download. The Priority Deadline for Fall 
2013 is Friday, February 1, 2013, although openings may be 
available in certain programs beyond this date. Please call to 
find out if we have space in your child's age group. 

4. Student Evaluation Form 

A completed Student Evaluation Form (PreK-1 or Grades 
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2-8) is required for any child who has had previous school 
experience. This form must be filled out by your child's teacher 
and returned directly to us by the teacher within two weeks of 
the submission of your application. 

5. Copies of School Records 

If you are applying to either our Elementary or Junior High 
Programs, you will need to submit a signed request to your 
current school. This will allow us to obtain copies of current 
school records, including progress reports, grades and 
standardized test score. 

6. Family or Classroom Visits 

The final step in the admissions process is your child's classroom 
visit, where he or she will interact one-on-one or in a small 
group with one of our teachers. This visit helps to determine 
if Marin Montessori offers the right fit for your child, and aids 
us in class placement. We will contact you to schedule a child 
visit. 

7. Decision Letters 

Starting at the Primary level, Montessori classrooms are mixed- 
age environments (3-6 year olds, 6-9 year olds, and 9-12 year 
olds) allowing for both individual and social development. 
We strive to balance each class by age and gender, meeting 
Association Montessori International standards. 

Decision letters for 2-4 year olds are mailed to applicants on 


572 


Preschools by the Bay 


Thursday, March 7, 2013. 

Decision letters for 5-11 year olds are mailed to applicants on 
Thursday, March 14, 2013. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Yes, please see website 
for details. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA plus Montessori Teaching 
Credential 

Environmental Awareness: We are solar powered! 

Average Teacher Tenure: 18 years 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Type of Fundraising: Parents are asked to volunteer 20 hours 
per year, in addition to offering their talent and expertise. There 
are several other ways to contribute, participate and donate. 


MILL VALLEY NURSERY SCHOOL 

51 Shell Road 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
(415) 388-9174 

email: contact@millvalleynurseryschool.org 
www.millvalleynurseryschool.org 


Year School Established: 1941 
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Director: Cathy Davis 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Mill Valley Nursery School was established as a cooperative 
nursery school in 1941 by six Mill Valley mothers. On 
February 14, 1957, the school was incorporated as a non-profit 
organization. The school grew and in 1967 it moved to its 
present location at 51 Shell Road. The membership acquired 
the building and property and continues to manage it as part 
of the school cooperative. 

We believe in learning through play. This is how our students 
grow and learn and prepare for their future education. Each 
day is built around a free choice of indoor and outdoor 
activities for our children. The educational experiences gained 
at Mill Valley Nursery School will help a child to broaden his 
or her experience and become a more active participant in the 
world. 

Over time, MVNS has evolved with its changing membership. 
Each year the membership, together with the Director, gives 
shape to our school and our program. 

MVNS keeps its operating expenses down by membership 
doing as much as it can for the school. For the rest, we reach 
out to our community for support. We have several fundraising 
events every year to help subsidize our costs, one of which is 
our annual Family Fun Day Festival. Please visit our website 
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for more information. 

MVNS is part of the California Council of Parent Participation 
Nursery Schools. The CCPPNS is a state-wide community of 
parents and educators committed to teaching and inspiring 
families through parent involvement and mutual support. 
Parent participation nursery schools and preschools are 
founded on the principle that the best education will result 
from an active partnership among parents, teachers, and 
children. 

Total Enrollment: 24 
Number of Classrooms: 1 
Class Size: 24 

Age Range: 2 years 9 months - 5 years. 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, and 
Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM (after care from 12:00 
-2:15 PM). M-F 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 (One director and 4 parent 
teachers) 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
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Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 
Early Intervention Services: Yes. 

Communication between School & Parents: Semi annual 
1:1 parent teacher conferences and at request. Teacher is very 
accessible and open for parent questions. 

Tuition for September 2012: $275/ Month 

Additional Fees: 

$13/day for extended care 
$400/year curriculum fees 

Average Yearly Increase: 3-5% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes. Families in 
need of assistance apply to our board of directors confidentially. 
We have the ability to provide assistance to up to 10% of our 
membership each year for tuition and some aftercare. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We accept membership applica¬ 
tions year round. Decisions on membership are made based 
on order in which they were received as well as carefully 
balancing the ages and genders. We maintain a "wait pool" as 
opposed to a "waitlist" 
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Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Parents are encouraged 
to apply early as we have limited spots available each year. 

Teacher Education/Background: Over 20 years experience as 
a pre-school educator. Also, Cathy holds a Multiple Subject 
Credential from Sonoma State University with an emphasis 
on early childhood education, and has acquired numerous 
postgraduate credentials. 

Environmental Awareness: We are working toward being 
green certified. Any enhancements or changes to our building 
must be green certified. We have a garden, we compost, 
manage 3 chickens, and use only green products for cleaning 
and maintenance. All snacks are certified organic or locally 
grown. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 15+ years 

Staff Select: Our director is employed by the Board of Directors 
of the school. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Various. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Pre-K students spend extra time with the 
director doing specifically kindergarten readiness activities. 
The director reminds parents of important deadlines and 
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corresponds with the K teachers at the various schools about 
the students. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are expected to apply sunscreen 
to their children. If they would like the teachers to reapply, they 
may request that. 

Type of Fundraising: We do a letter campaign once a year 
and a major spring fundraiser. Both of which are require the 
participation of all members. 

Current Parent Review: 

A warm and wonderful preschool for children. My daughter 
goes there and it is just as magic as when I went there 30 years 
ago. Being play-based, it really allows children to explore and 
learn in a fun and dynamic way at their own pace. Teacher 
Cathy is the best first teacher you could ever hope for your 
child. Register early! There is very limited space. - Kristy F. 


MISS SANDIE'S SCHOOL 

2001 Center Road 
Novato, CA 94947 
(415)892-2712 fax: (415) 892-5532 
email: info@misssandiesschool.com 
www.misssandiesschool.com 
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Year School Established: 1979 
Director: Pam Decker 
Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Since 1979, Miss Sandie's School has been providing the highest 
quality preschool and childcare programs for infants through 
5 years old. We offer an unrivaled facility with fantastic 
classrooms and amazing outdoor play yards. 

Our mission is to offer an environment, which encourages 
intellectual, social and physical development, while providing 
children a safe and supportive environment in which to learn, 
discover and grow. Our goal is to nurture student's natural 
love of learning (through art, constructive play, exploration, 
music, outdoor play), and encourage them to be confident, 
responsible and kind individuals. Our programs are designed 
not only to prepare children for kindergarten, but also for how 
to navigate life. 

Total Enrollment: 150 

Number of Classrooms: 10 

Class Size: 8-20 depending on age 

Age Range: 2 months - age 5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
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Calendar, Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 6:30 AM - 6:15PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Infants 1:4 
Toddlers 1:4 
Two year old 1:7 
Three-Five year old 1:10 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No. No additional fees for 
non-potty trained children 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: Yes 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: We work with a variety of county 
agencies and local non-profits to provide early intervention 
programs. 

Communication between School & Parents: A mixture of 
face-to-face, printed and electronic communication 

Tuition for September 2012: $425-$1490 depending on the age 
of the child and the schedule of the child. We offer very flexible 
scheduling. 
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Additional Fees: Annual materials fee of $75-covers all fees. 
Average Yearly Increase: 1% if at all 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We accept many 
forms of State of California and County of Marin and Sonoma 
funding and tuition assistance. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Open enrollment-year round. 
Acceptance based on availability. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Spaces are filled on a 
first come-first served basis. Call to inquire about availability 

Teacher Education/Background: 12 ECE Units minimum, 
many have Bachelors and or Masters Degrees in Education 

Environmental Awareness: We are 100% solar powered (the 
first in the country)! We also have two organic children's 
gardens. We compost and recycle, and minimize the use of 
disposables. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 12 years 

Staff Select: Staff are chosen based on personality, demeanor, 
educational background and experience. 

Professional Development for Staff: The school closes for 
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three professional development days per year. Also each 
teacher must attend continuing education classes, seminars 
and / or conferences throughout the year. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Pleasant Valley, 
Lu Sutton, San Ramon, Rancho, Lynwood, Our Lady of Loretto, 
St. Mark's, Hamilton 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We hold two kindergarten informational 
evenings for parents during the year. We also fill out 
recommendation forms for children upon request. 

Sun Safety Approach: We ask parents to apply sunscreen in 
the morning. We re-apply sunscreen as needed throughout 
the day with parental permission. We have extensive shade 
structures throughout our outdoor play spaces. 

Type of Fundraising: One optional magazine/ wrapping paper 
sale per year. 

Current Parent Review: 

From Yelp: Great Teachers! Great administration! And great 
facility! Awesome place for working parents to send their kids! 
Check this place out as an alternative to GSLS as they don't 
really accommodate working parents. This place is awesome. 
They also prepare breakfast and snacks throughout the day!! 
Amazing customer service as well! Willing to work with you 
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and actually HELP you. 5/20/2012 


MONTESSORI SCHOOL OF NOVATO 

1466 South Novato Blvd. 

Novato, CA 94947 

(415) 892-2228 email: sue@novatomontessori.com 
www.novatomontessori.com 

Year School Established: 1985 

Director: Susan Young 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Montessori Preschool with two 3-5 year old Primary classrooms 
and one 2-year-old Pre-primary classroom. Open year round 
with limited availability two week in Dec. and one week for 
spring break. Closed completely 2 weeks at the end of August. 
3, 4, and 5 day programs available with full and half day 
programs. 

Total Enrollment: 60 
Number of Classrooms: 3 

Class Size: Varies depending on the day...maximum of 24 in 
the primary classrooms and maximum of 12 in the 2 year old 
classroom 
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Age Range: 2-5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, and Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

Maximum of 1:12 in the primary ( 3-5 year old) classrooms 
Maximum of 1:6 in the pre primary ( 2 year old) classrooms 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Not in the Pre Primary - 2 
year old class. 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes in the 2 year old class. 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Communication between School & Parents: Email, phone, 
person to person mostly, and monthly newsletter 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Sample Amounts 

8:30 AM - 11:45 AM 5 days/week is $815/month 
8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 5 days/week is $1020/month 
8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 5 days/week $1150/month 

Additional Fees: Annual $75 registration fee. 

Average Yearly Increase: 2-3% 
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Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, private 
assistance given at my discretion to two families. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Fill out application and schedule 
visit school between November and March. Tours are in the 
mornings at 9:30 AM. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? 4 to 6 months 

Teacher Education/Background: BA degrees and Montessori- 
trained 

Environmental Awareness: We recycle and compost. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10 years 

Staff Select: Interviews and a trial visit in the classroom. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, workshops. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Usually the local 
kindergartens. Some private. 

Sun Safety Approach: Sunscreen advised for all children. 
Children bring it from home. 


Type of Fundraising: None 
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NOVATO PARENTS NURSERY COOPERATIVE 

1473 South Novato Boulevard 
Novato, CA 94947 

(415) 897-4498 email: info@npnurseryschool.org 
w w w.npnurseryschool .org 

Year School Established: 1968 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Novato Parents Nursery School (NPNS) is a parent cooperative 
preschool that provides a unique environment for those parents 
wishing to share and participate in their child's first school 
experience. Our school provides an atmosphere of mutual 
trust and cooperation between parents, children and teachers. 
This ensures that children are warmly supported in expressing 
their needs and in finding ways to fulfill them. Our school is a 
safe, nurturing, stimulating and challenging environment for 
our children to learn, discover, wonder, express themselves in 
many ways, and succeed. 

Our philosophy is based on a complete acceptance of each 
child and on the practice of Positive Discipline. We aim to 
achieve child empowerment and self-esteem. We follow each 
child's cognitive, motor and emotional development through 
these formative years. We make sure that each child has an 
enriching first-school experience that leaves him or her well 
prepared and eager to meet life's further adventures. 
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Total Enrollment: 44 

Class Size: 22 

Age Range: We have a mommy and me style program for 
18-32-month-old and the preschool starts taking children from 
2.5 years — 6 years, although we take 2 year olds from time to 
time. 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar 

Hours of Operation: 9:00 AM -12:00 PM MWF 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:5 although depending on how many 
working parents are in the classroom we can have a ratio as 
low as 1:3. 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 
Early Intervention Services: No 

Communication between School & Parents: We have monthly 
general meetings to discuss the school and what is going on. 
We also communicate via email and have daily conversations 
with our parents as problems arise. 
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Tuition for September 2012: 

Parent Work in Classroom 



1 day/week 

T/TH 

$175 

M/W/F 

$255 

M/T/W/R/F 

$425 

Sibling w/ parent $64 

Infant Room 

$30 


1 day/2 weeks No Work 


$225 

$300 

$305 

$390 

$530 

$690 

$32 

N/A 

$15 

N/A 


Additional Fees: 

Extended care is $8 an hour MWF 

Supply Fee is $10 or $15 monthly (depending on your 
attendance) 

$10 gymnastics per session (approximately once a month) 

Average Yearly Increase: 0 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes, for a family 
that is currently enrolled and has been for a minimum of 3 
months we offer aid. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Contact the school. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Depends, usually a 
month or two before you would like your child to start. 

Teacher Education/Background: All of our teachers have 
Elementary school credentials. 
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Environmental Awareness: We compost, recycle, use found 
objects in our projects, only use green cleaning products. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 5 years 

Staff Select: As a community in conjunction with our current 
teacher. 

Professional Development for Staff: Our teachers attend at 
least one educational conference a year as well as continuing 
their positive discipline education throughout the year. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: School all over 
Novato and San Rafael 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We keep them informed of the district 
policies and help with applications if needed. 

Sun Safety Approach: We ask parents to put sunscreen on their 
children daily and we reapply as needed throughout the day. 

Type of Fundraising: We require our families to raise $300 
a year. We help them by writing donation letters, dine and 
donates, large silent auction in the spring. 

Current Parent Review: 

I absolutely love my son's preschool. The teachers are all 
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great and you can see and feel how much they care for and 
connect with each child. All of the parents take turns actively 
participating in the classroom on their workday and it truly 
becomes a community raising and educating each other's kids 
in a loving environment. The parents connect with each other 
as peers and as friends and provide that much more support 
to participating families because of the co-op environment. 
This is far more than just a great preschool for your child; it's a 
wonderful community and I am lucky to be a part of it. 

OAK VIEW NURSERY SCHOOL 

70 Skyview Terrace 

San Rafael, CA 94903 

(415) 479-6026 fax: (415) 479-6026 

www.oakviewkids.org 

Year School Established: 1977 

Director: Olga Scharninghausen 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Director Olga Scharninghausen: "What makes our school 
unique is that in tangible quality that is felt when you walk in. 
The parents who end up coming here say they decided upon 
their first visit that is where they wanted their child to go to 
preschool after viewing other schools. People say the teachers 
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are a 'happy group.' We enjoy the children; enjoy each other, 
and sharing time together. Some teachers have been here 30, 
26, 25 years, and the average years for others is around 10 
years. Turnover is rare. The school itself is open and inviting. 
The rooms are spacious and bright. We get comments on the 
cleanliness. Children's art is all over the place, even hanging 
from the ceilings. After 36 years, we are still open to changing 
and growing." 

Philosophy/Goals/Curriculum 

"Everything I know about kids 1 learned from kids-my own, 
and all the beautiful children left in our care at Oak View 
Nursery School. There was a time when I thought I was going to 
teach children all kinds of wonderful things. I soon discovered 
they were teaching me! 

They taught me to take care of the four-year-old within me in 
order to bring out the best in my adult self. They taught me not 
to cover all the bases ... to answer all the questions ... or try 
to make everything perfect all the time. They taught me not to 
always be needed ... to let them experience events without too 
much talking, too many explanations, because I had to 'teach' 
them something. 

I learned to set loving yet firm limits. To wait patiently for 
results ... to trust that sometimes they knew better than I what 
was best for them ... to surround them with an environment 
that had structure while allowing for choice. To treat them as I 


Preschools Marin 


591 


like to be treated ... a person in their own right, with individual 
needs and desires. 

I am one of those lucky people, who can say, 'I love my job!'" 

Total Enrollment: 90 

Number of Classrooms: 4 

Class Size: Average size is 24 children. 

Age Range: 2 1/ 2-5 years 
Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round 
Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 

Must children be potty trained? No ($50 diaper changing fee 
per month) 

Is potty training provided? Yes. It is continued after parents 
initiate training. 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We direct parents to intervention 
services in the county. 

Communication between School & Parents: Personal daily 
contact, emails, newsletter, telephone, parent file, and bulletin 
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boards. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

2 Vi to 3.3 months of age (Session 1 A): 

2 days - $320 per month 

3 days - $370 per month 
5 days - $470 per month 

3 Vi to 4 years (Sessions IB): 

4 years as of August (Session 2): 

2 days - $290 per month 

3 days - $350 per month 

5 days - $470 per month 

4.9 to 5 years (Session 3): 

5 days program - $580 per month 

Additional Fees: Supply fee - $100 & registration fee - $150 
yearly. 

Average Yearly Increase: 5-10% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: Start taking new applicants in 
February/March prior to fall entrance call to arrange visit. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Call in January/ 
February for visit. 
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Teacher Education/Background: ECE credentials/permits. 

Environmental Awareness: We observe recycling and other 
green programs. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10+ years 
Staff Select: Qualifications and experience 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Dixie School 
District, St. Isabellas, St. Marks, and Hamilton 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We assist with filling out applications 
and recommendations. 

Sun Safety Approach: Sun shades, sun canopies, apply 
sunscreen (with parent written permission) 

Type of Fundraising: 

We host and ice cream social. Holiday auction, once a month 
lunch program (pizza and chicken nuggets), and other 
fundraisers as decided by parent advisory board. Fundraising 
help cover costs of enrichment classes such as Spanish and 


movement. 
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Current Parent Review: 

Oak View Nursery School has been a wonderful experience for 
our family. The teachers provide a loving, safe, respectful, and 
nurturing environment for my children to learn and grow. Olga 
and her staff have years of experience to help guide parents 
and children through the first years of school. We have friends 
who attended Oak View when they were little and now their 
own children attend. My girls run in to school each day excited 
for their day and I feel so good leaving them with such caring 
and competent teachers. 


RAINBOW MONTESSORI OF MARIN 

270 Miller Avenue 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
(415)381-5666 fax:(415)381-5673 
email: rmom270@gmail.com 
www.Rainbowmontessoriofmarin.com 

Year School Established: 2009 

Director: Candace Bauer-Cusack 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Rainbow Montessori of Marin has two Montessori programs. 
One is a Spanish Immersion program for the primary age child 
3 to 6, and the other program is for pre-primary age child 2 to 
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3.3, which introduces Spanish through song and movement. 

Rainbow Montessori of Marin follows the Montessori method 
of education. 

We offer a full Montessori curriculum using the didactic 
materials Maria Montessori developed based on her 
observations of how a young child learns about hisenvironment. 
This is measured by providing an individualized program in a 
prepared environment that offers daily living skills, sensorial, 
math, language, and cultural and artistic skills. As the young 
child masters specific skills using the concrete materials and 
becomes ready for more complex experiences, the teacher 
will guide the child through lessons to discover more abstract 
concepts. The child is becoming more self-directed in his own 
learning process; therefore, he has taken a lively interest in this 
discovery, which begins the true enjoyment in learning. 

Total Enrollment: 50 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: 24 to 30 and 16 to 20 

Age Range: 2-6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:8 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Not for the pre-primary 
program. 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We do not provide on-site 
services but we do refer parents to the appropriate resources 
for an evaluation of their child if the child is demonstrating 
a delay in speech/language, sensory-motor, behavioral and 
other developmental issues. 

Communication between School & Parents: Our main source 
of communication is by email. We also provide a monthly 
newsletter for the parents, fliers for special events and 
daily contact with the parents during morning drop-off and 
afternoon pick-up. 

Tuition for September 2012: The range is $930.00 to $1650.00 
per month. We have three half-day programs to five full-day 
programs, early morning and after school care. 

Additional Fees: Early morning care 7:30 - 8:30 and after 
school care 3:00 - 6:00 have additional fees. 

The charge is based on the total hours a person chooses for 
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their child. We then create a packaged rate to bring the hourly 
rate down. The drop in rate is $10.00 an hour. 

Average Yearly Increase: Variable increase pending on the 
pick-up schedule 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We do ask a parent 
to fill out a Financial Aid form to determine eligibility. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We ask parents to attend an open 
house. We then schedule the parents to tour the school with an 
observation. Following submitting an enrollment application 
and $65.00 fee for their child, we will schedule their child for a 
visit or play-date pending the child's age. 

Applications are due by January 31 for September enrollment. 

We inform parents by the end of February regarding their 
child's acceptance/ wait list. 

If there are openings during the school year, we have parents 
tour and observe, and then schedule their child for a visit. 
Acceptance to the appropriate program will be determined 
after the child visits. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? At least a year and a 
half in advance. 

Teacher Education/Background: Teachers all have college 
degrees in Education or Child-Development, some have 
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master degrees, and everyone is Montessori Certified except 
the interns 

Environmental Awareness: Our facility was totally renovated 
in 2009 under the direction of a LEED-Certified architect. We 
are a green school! We practice recycling in the classrooms and 
teach the children to care for living things. We also use a dean 
green cleaning service to clean our school. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 3 years 

Staff Select: We have a three-part interview process: For 
qualified candidates, we invite them for an interview after 
receiving their resume. We then have the applicant visit the 
center and participate in the classroom with the children for 
the morning cycle. Last, we follow up with references and 
confirm candidate have a clearance to work with children. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes. We have on-site 
professional development days and we encourage staff to 
attend conferences and workshops. We also provide a stipend 
for attending workshops. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Most children 
attend the local public schools here in Mill Valley. There are 
some parents who choose the private independent schools 
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they include: Ring Mountain Day, Marin Horizons and Willow 
Creek Academy. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We guide the parents by giving them 
very specific feedback on their child's readiness to move on 
from our own kindergarten evaluation process. 

Sun Safety Approach: We ask parents to provide sunscreen for 
their children and we apply it before the children go outside. 
We also have a shade protected outdoor space for the children 
to play in. 

Type of Fundraising: We have a minimal amount of fundrais- 
ing. 

Current Parent Review: 

We are very pleased to have found Rainbow Montessori of 
Marin for our two children. Our children are thriving here 
because of the enriched curriculum that they have been 
introduced to through the Montessori method. There is a 
wonderful community of families at RMOM who all feel 
very blessed to be here among such dedicated professionals 
who work especially hard to meet the needs of very young 
children. 
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ROSS ACADEMY MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

7 Thomas Drive 

Mill Valley, CA 94941 

(415) 383-5777 fax:(415)383-5446 

email: rams@rossacademymontessori.com 

www.rossacademymontessori.com 

Year School Established: 1966 

Director: Lorena Jarrold, Jill Quam and Laura Kvam 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The main objective of Ross Academy Montessori School is to 
provide a carefully planned, stimulating environment which 
will help children develop within themselves the foundational 
habits, attitudes, skills and ideas which are essential for a 
lifetime of creative thinking and learning. The specific goals 
for the children who attend the school are: 

To develop a positive attitude toward school and learning. 

To develop a sense of high self-esteem. 

To building habits of concentration for life long study skills. 

To develop and foster an abiding curiosity. 

To develop habits of initiative and persistence. 

To foster inner discipline and a sense of order. 

To develop sensory-motor skills in order to sharpen the ability 
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to discriminate and judge. 

To develop socially acceptable behavior. 

To acquire the basic skills necessary for a lifetime of learning. 

To help develop each child's innate ultimate potential through 
high self expectations. 

The basic idea in the Montessori philosophy of education is 
that all children carry within themselves the person they will 
become. In order to develop physical, intellectual and spiritual 
potential to the fullest, the child must have freedom: a freedom 
to be achieved through order and self-discipline. Dr. Montessori 
developed what she called the Prepared Environment, which 
already possesses a certain order and allows children to learn 
at their own speed, according to their own capacities and in a 
non-competitive atmosphere. "Never let children risk failure 
until they have a reasonable chance of success." If Montessori 
children are free to learn, it is because they have acquired an 
"inner" discipline from their exposure to both physical and 
mental order. This is the core of Dr. Montessori's philosophy. 
Social adjustment, through a necessary condition for learning 
in a schoolroom, is not the purpose of education. Patterns 
of concentration, "stick-to-itiveness" and thoroughness, 
established in early childhood, produce a confident, competent 
learner in later years. Montessori teaches children to observe, 
to think, to judge. It introduces children to the joy of learning 
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at an early age and provides a framework in which intellectual 
and social discipline go hand and hand. 

Total Enrollment: 94 

Number of Classrooms: 3 

Class Size: 34 Primary 26 Toddler 

Age Range: 

2 year olds - Toddler Classroom 

3 year olds up to 6- Primary Classrooms 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:00 AM - 6:15 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 12 students to 1 Teacher 
Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 
Early Intervention Services: Yes 

Communication between School & Parents: Personally, 
newsletters and e-mails 

Tuition for September 2012: Ranges from $1150 to $1375 a 
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month depending on the program. 

Additional Fees: Daycare ranges from $375 - $675 a month 
depending on the program. 

Average Yearly Increase: Varies-does not always increase. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: Varies on availability. Enrollment 
year round. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? Six months. 

Teacher Education/Background: Bachelor Degree/ Montessori 
Certificate 

Environmental Awareness: We recycle 
Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 20 years 

Staff Select: Interviewing- considering their educational 
background and experience. 

Professional Development for Staff: CPR, First Aide, Child 
Abuse courses, and Montessori Training 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Reed, Edna 
Maguire, Park, Strawberry Point, Tam Valley, Neil Cummins, 
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Bacich, St. Hilary, Marin Primary, Marin Horizons 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Conferences and evaluations 

Sun Safety Approach: Play in the shade and encourage hats 

Type of Fundraising: None 


ROSS RECREATION PRESCHOOL 

14 Lagunitas, (PO Box 117) 

Ross, CA 94957 

(415) 453-6020 fax: (415) 453-2014 
email: rossrec@rossrecreation.org 
www.rossrecreation.org 

Year School Established: 1972 

Director: Stephanie Levinson 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Located in St. John's Church across the street from Ross School, 
Ross Recreation Preschool (operated by Ross Recreation) 
offers children a safe and nurturing atmosphere in which all 
feel respected, appreciated and cherished. It is important for 
children to have a positive and stimulating introduction to 
school, as this is the foundation for their future. In supportive 
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surroundings, children develop self-esteem, learn self-control 
and gain independence and confidence. They experience pride 
and accomplishment, successes and failures, and learn to 
express their feelings. 

In this play-based program, children are given an 
opportunity to develop their problem solving, negotiating 
and communicating skills at their own pace. They experience 
friendships, learn techniques for getting along with others and 
play cooperatively. A child's natural curiosity to learn about the 
world around them is promoted through playful expression 
and freedom of activity. Teachers facilitate learning by giving 
children opportunities to make choices about which activities 
and materials they will use and explore. Opportunities are 
provided for the children's imaginations to expand. 

Our curriculum is designed to address the developmental 
needs of children, aged 3-5 years old. Children are engaged 
in reading readiness and language development (letters of the 
week and phonics), gross motor skills (exercise and playground 
time), fine motor activities (Handwriting without Tears, arts 
and crafts), social skills (circle time and sharing), beginning 
math skills (counting, sorting, shapes and games), music, 
dramatic play, cooking, science and nature, as well as seasonal 
activities. Our classroom environment is rich in materials to 
support this curriculum. 
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Total Enrollment: 30 
Number of Classrooms: 1 
Class Size: 20 

Age Range: Mixed age: 3-5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar 

Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM -1:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:7 

Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 

Is Potty Training Provided? No 

Snacks: No Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: Services are recommended as 
necessary by the Directors. 

Communication between School & Parents: Monthly 
newsletters, email, & phone are used to communicate with 
parents. Conferences are held twice per year; however, parents 
are always encouraged to set up an appointment with the 
teachers. 
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Tuition for September 2012: 

Tuesday, Thursday $4136/year 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday $6192/year 
Monday through Friday $10,300/year 

Additional Fees: After care is available until 3PM for an 
additional fee. 

Average Yearly Increase: Our tuition fees have not been 
increased in 2 years. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Contact the office 
at Ross Recreation directly. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Enrollment is taken on a first 
come, first serve basis. Priority is given to returning students 
and siblings. To be put on the waiting list, an application must 
be completed. A $25 application fee applies. Applications can 
be downloaded at rossrecreation.org. Call Ross Recreation 
(415-453-6020) for an appointment to tour. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We maintain a wait 
list. Applications are accepted at birth. The earlier applications 
are received, the better your chance of securing a position. 

Teacher Education/Background: All teachers have either a 
California State Teaching Credential or the required number 
of ECE units. 
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Environmental Awareness: Recycling and composting 
program. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 3+ years 

Staff Select: Formal interview process & background / reference 
check. 

Professional Development for Staff: Ross Recreation provides 
3 Staff Development Days & pays for certain Continuing 
Education classes for the teachers. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Ross, Bacich, Wade Thomas, Brookside, San Domenico, Marin 
Primary, Coleman School, Sun Valley School 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: The Directors are familiar with many of 
the local public and independent schools and assist parents 
with the Kindergarten application process. 

Sun Safety Approach: Parents are encouraged/reminded to 
apply sunscreen prior to school. Extra sun block is available 
at school. 

Current Parent Review: 

A place to grow. When my son first entered the doors of the St. 
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John's Preschool it was love at first sight, even though at this 
stage he was just "dropping" off his big sister. Thus, on many 
mornings we'd have to lure him out the door long time after 
drop off was done. But the seed was planted...he was ready to 
be nurtured. 

Two years later, as my "big boy" heads to graduation I look 
back in wonder at just how much he has grown, both physically, 
mentally and...with suitable mom hyperbole...spiritually. For 
this I have three wonderful preschool teachers, a once a week 
yoga instructor and a music specialist to boot to thank. Together 
they have grown his love of sharing, his passion for soccer at 
recess, many, many wonderful works of art including my own 
Mother's Day flower, delicious cooked apple treats...the list 
goes on. In addition they have cultivated a love of learning 
- his ABCs are ready for primetime, his writing skills wow me 
every time we "make a birthday card" and (since I just asked 
him) pluses. Now I'm not sure we're ready to declare addition 
a core skill, but it makes me smile that even he stresses the 
pluses of preschool! So, if you haven't heard me yet, we +Like, 
+Like +Like St. John's Preschool - we hope you will too. 


ST. FRANCIS PRESCHOOL 

967 Fifth Street 
Novato, CA 94945 
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(415) 892-2597 fax: (415) 892-1600 
email: sfpreschdTgmail.com 
www.stfrancispreschoolnovato.org 

Year School Established: 1967 

Director: Sherry Fink 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Nestled among tall oaks and pines, St. Francis Preschool 
provides a non-denominational, developmentally appropriate, 
safe and nurturing environment. Children are given the 
opportunity to grow physically and emotionally, in a setting 
of fun, friendship and security. Children are encouraged to be 
curious learners who are socially competent, cooperative, self- 
reliant, motivated, capable and considerate. 

Our developmentally paced program is balanced with free- 
choice play and teacher structured activities. Our curriculum 
encourages problem solving, exploration, decision-making, 
creativity, self-expression, and group interaction. Daily 
activities include art, music and movement, singing, dramatic 
play, literature, language development, natural and physical 
science, pre-reading and pre-math activities. 

Our spacious playground provides opportunities for vigorous 
and imaginative play. Squirrels, woodpeckers, and crows live 
in the surrounding trees. Adventures, exploration, and endless 
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fun abound on our playground which contains swings, 
including a tire swing, a large sandbox, a slide structure, dome 
climber, an overhead climbing ladder, swinging bars, a tree- 
house ship, a stationary fire engine, tricycles, wagons, and 
more. 

A positive approach to discipline has always been used. There 
are numerous opportunities for developing the values of 
respect and fairness such as conflict resolution by discussion 
and negotiation. A major emphasis is placed on helping 
children learn to get along with each other as part of a loving, 
caring group. Opportunities for parent education are available 
and encouraged. 

St. Francis Preschool is a nonsectarian school and welcomes 
all children without regard to race, religion, or ethnic origins. 
There is an optional chapel program for Preschoolers and their 
families before school two mornings a week provided by the 
pastor of St. Francis Episcopal Church. 

Total Enrollment: 70 

Number of Classrooms: 5 

Class Size: Younger Children: Approximately 16 children with 
three teachers 

Age Range: Time For Twos: Two years old by the end of 
December (with an adult) 
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Preschool: Three by the end of December to six years of age 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: Summer Session: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, 
during July, 3 days/ week 9:00 AM - 2: 30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: Average of one teacher per seven 
children 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We provide a list of sources where 
services are available for children needing early intervention. 

Communication between School & Parents: Communication 
methods:monthlynewsletters,noticesbythedailysign-insheets, 
parent/teacher conferences, parent communication notebook 
by the entrance gate, phone calls, verbal communication at 
pick-up or drop-off time, and verbal communication with the 
director. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Preschool: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, $410 per month 
Preschool: Tuesday, Thursday, $290 per month 
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Enrichment Classes: $85 or $90 per month 
Time for Twos: $65 per month 

Additional Fees: 

Preschool registration fee: $100 per child or $125 per family 
Lunch (extra hour) $9 

Average Yearly Increase: 2% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We have limited 
tuition assistance provided through fundraising. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Contact the director of St. 
Francis Preschool for information and a tour of the school. 
(415-892-2597) Enrollment for the fall begins in January. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? In order to get your 
desired session in the fall, early in January is best. 

Teacher Education/Background: The director, teachers, and 
assistants have extensive experience guiding young children. 
All staff are college graduates with a BA and some have Masters 
degrees; acquired ECE qualifications. 

Environmental Awareness: Lighting fixtures were replaced 
with energy efficient lighting and toilets were replaced with 
a low flush type. Teachers recycle paper, plastic, etc. and 
encourage children to do the same; we encourage families 
to utilize re-usable containers for student lunches. Many art 
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projects are made from recycled materials. We teach children 
to use only the water and paper towels that are necessary when 
washing hands 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: Approximately 20 years 

Staff Select: Staff is selected through various avenues: 
Director's Networking, ECE College Programs, referrals, St. 
Francis Preschool parent population, and Craig's List. 

Professional Development for Staff: Professional development 
is required and provided for staff. We are interested in the latest 
research, not the latest fad. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Most attend 
schools in the Novato Unified School District. Some attend 
private schools such as St. Mark's and parochial schools such as 
Our Lady of Loretto (Novato) and St. Isabella's (Terra Linda). 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Notices are posted regarding kindergarten 
registration and open houses. The parents of each child has the 
opportunity to have a scheduled 30 minute conference with 
their child's teacher in late winter/early spring. Teachers of 
our Pre-K students complete and mail kindergarten admission 
forms as needed. 


Preschools Marin 


615 


Sun Safety Approach: Parents put sunscreen on children 
before school. Our yard is shaded by tall oaks and pine trees, 
and we have an outdoor classroom with a covered shade. 

Type of Fundraising: E-scrip, annual auction event 

Current Parent Review: 

St. Francis Preschool has provided my son with a safe and 
caring environment, where he has been challenged to exert 
his independence, and supported in learning to treat others 
and the environment with respect. The program's emphasis 
on Kindergarten readiness through personal growth and 
discovery is evident in the way staff individualize a broad 
variety of learning experiences for each child, and by the 
positive manner in which staff interact with children and 
their parents. St. Francis Preschool has helped my son to be 
more self-confident and self-reliant, and his love of learning 
continues to flourish with their support. 


SAINT RITA PRE-SCHOOL 

102 Marinda Drive 

Fairfax, CA 94930 

(415) 456-1003 fax: (415) 456-7946 

email: carritola@strita.edu 

www.strita.edu 
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Director: Carol Arritola, Principal 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Saint Rita Preschool is an exciting and inviting environment 
where our goal is to provide opportunities for each child to 
grow socially, emotionally, physically, mentally and creatively. 
Our emphasis is placed on building moral values, self¬ 
esteem, problem solving, academic readiness and creating a 
lifelong appreciation of learning. We strive to create a warm, 
loving and safe environment where children can learn about 
themselves, gain an understanding of others and develop their 
self-esteem. 

In our early literacy program we strive to create a strong 
foundation where students acquire a love for literature. 
Students have opportunities to observe real-life settings in 
which reading and writing are used. An emphasis is placed 
on developing oral language skills such as self-expression, 
questioning and vocabulary. We also explore a variety of ways 
to communicate ideas including, drawing, writing, reading 
and singing. Students also explore introductory Spanish and 
sign language. 

In mathematics students develop thinking skills in real 
life-situations. They understand the relationships such as, 
patterning, sorting and classifying, geometry, and time 
concepts through the use of finger plan and songs. 
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In religion our focus is to create an enriched environment where 
students learn to be kind, giving and caring individuals. 

Music is taught by, a well-trained teacher from Young 
Imagination. Through the Young Imagination program 
the students develop awareness of rhythm patterns, hear 
pitch, create melody and improve body and loco-motor 
capacity. Music develops their self-esteem and cooperative 
relationships by moving together in dance with greater ease 
and confidence. 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Must children be potty trained? Yes 
Is potty training provided? No 

Tuition for September 2012: 

2 days/week $290.00 monthly 8:00 AM -1:00 PM 

3 days/ week $415.00 monthly 8:00 AM -1:00 PM 

4 days/week $550.00 monthly 8:00 AM -1:00 PM 

5 days/week $675.00 monthly 8:00 AM -1:00 PM 

Extended Care is available at the rate of $9.37 per hour. 

Additional Fees: A $75 non-refundable registration fee is 
required. 

Admission Process/Timeline: 

To qualify for admission to the 3-year-old program, the child 
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must be 3 years old by September 1st. 

To qualify for admission to the pre-kindergarten program, the 
child must be 4 years old by September 1st. 

Applications are available in the school office and on this 
website. 

A $75.00 non-refundable registration fee is required. 

A fully completed application form is required. 

Applications may be submitted throughout the school year. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Steps School 
Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten Application Process: 

Current Parent Review: 

My name is Christie Batanides Osborn, my daughter Dylynn 
Rose Osborn completed her first year of pre-school with St. 
Rita's 2011-2012 school year. I can't even begin to explain how 
happy I have been with the quality of education, & especially 
Mrs. Davidson. Mrs. Davidson is incredibly nurturing, kind, 
patient, & loving. My daughter loves going to school, & said 
during summer she missed her teacher, & loved her very much. 
I have seen a significant change in her since fall of last year. I 
honestly couldn't ask for a better experience, & am so pleased 
she will have Mrs. Davidson one more year, as well as her 
younger sister who will start this fall too. Best experience thus 
far, & we are excited for school year to begin. C. Batanides 
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SAN ANSELMO MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

100 Shaw Drive 

San Anselmo, CA 94979 

(415) 457-3428 fax: (415) 457-0106 

email: Michele@sananselmomontessori.org 

www.Sananselmomontessori .org 

Year School Established: 1971 

Director: Michele King 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

San Anselmo Montessori School is dedicated to fostering a love 
of learning in children and providing a solid foundation for 
future learning. In an enriching and challenging educational 
environment each child is encouraged to grow to their fullest 
academic, emotional, and social potential. Children have the 
freedom to progress at their own pace, explore their world, 
make discoveries, and draw their own conclusions with the 
gentle guidance of a highly qualified Montessori credentialed 
staff. Children gain knowledge, confidence, and leadership 
skills that enable them to offer a positive contribution to their 
community 

Total Enrollment: 40 


Number of Classrooms: 2 
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Class Size: 40 
Age Range: 3-6 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, School Year Calendar, and 
Summer Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 - 4:00 PM 
Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:10 
Must Children be Potty Trained? Yes 
Is Potty Training Provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 
Early Intervention Services: No 

Communication between School & Parents: Via personal 
contact at pick up and drop off, phone, email, formal 
conferences 

Tuition for September 2012: 

Kindergarten - $15,390 
5 day-$12, 600 
4 day - $11, 340 
3 day-$10, 250 

Additional Fees: $250 classroom enrichment & $8/hr 
aftercare 
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Average Yearly Increase: 4% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: Tours are conducted from 
October through December; applications are due in January; 
family visit is in February, and letters mailed out in March. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? One year before they 
are eligible for enrollment. 

Teacher Education/Background: BA and AMS credential 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 8 

Staff Select: Selected on education, skills, and passion. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

Wade Thomas, Brookside, Manor, Ross, St. Marks, Montessori 
de Terra Linda, San Domenico, and Marin Primary 


Type of Fundraising: Auction 
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SAN ANSELMO PRESCHOOL CENTER 

121 Ross Avenue 
San Anselmo, CA 
(415-453-3181 fax: (415) 453-4612 
email: emcg77@aol.com 
www.sananselmopreschool.org 

Year School Established: 1968 

Director: Elizabeth McGrady 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The San Anselmo Preschool Center is committed to the growth 
of each child in an emotionally supportive environment that 
encourages self-acceptance and self-exploration. We offer 
a program that blends teacher directed activities and self- 
initiated learning in a setting that includes art, music, dramatic 
play, pre-reading manipulative, large motor activities, and 
"hands on" natural science. Children work together in mixed- 
aged groupings except for 45 minutes "group time" each 
morning and afternoon. At "group time" children are divided 
by age with one teacher for activities appropriate to their age 
and development. 

Total Enrollment: 54-Preschool AM; 45 Preschool PM; 21 Self 
Contained Pre-K 

Number of Classrooms: Free Flow Program 
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Age Range: 2.6-5 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1-10 Teacher to child; 1-7 Adult to child 
(This ration includes our assistants.) 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No. We only take six children 
at a time in diapers. 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We do not provide but we refer to 
the county program. 

Tuition for September 2012: 

5 days 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM — $1125 
3 days 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM — $725 

2 days 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM — $520 

5 days 7:30 AM - 12:00 PM — $702 

3 days 7:30 AM - 12:00 PM — $450 

2 days 7:30 AM - 12:00 PM — $330 

5 days 9:00 - 11:30 AM — $555 

3 days 9:00 - 11:30 AM — $350 


624 


Preschools by the Bay 


2 days 9:00 - 11:30 AM — $245 

5 days 12:00 - 5:30 PM — $775 

3 days 12:00 - 5:30 PM — $500 

2 days 12:00 - 5:30 PM — $360 

5 days 1:00 - 3:30 PM — $555 

3 days 1:00 - 3:30 PM — $350 
2 days 1:00 - 3:30 PM — $245 

Additional Fees: Registration Fee is $100. 

Average Yearly Increase: 2% to 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We have a limited 
Financial Aid Program. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Families may apply throughout 
the year. We inform parents if they have been accepted into our 
program in the beginning of April. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? May apply one year 
before you would like your child to begin preschool. 

Teacher Education/Background: Varies 

Environmental Awareness: Every year we get greener. We 
use real spoons and forks. We compost our paper towels. We 
recycle all our paper. We use recycled paper and paper towels. 
We communicate using the internet whenever possible. We 
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garden. We teach children about these things when we do 
them. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 15 years 

Staff Select: Interview, trial period, gifts with children, ability 
to work with other staff, background checks. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Ross Valley, 
San Rafael, San Geronimo Valley, Corte Madera, Kentfield, 
Larkspur, and Many Private School 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We have an annual meeting addressing 
the topic. 

Sun Safety Approach: We have shaded areas and apply 
sunscreen. 

Type of Fundraising: Raffles, Scrip. It varies year to year. 


SAN DOMENICO SCHOOL 

1500 Butterfield Road 
San Anselmo, CA 94960 
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(415)258-1900 fax:(415)258-1901 
email: admissions@sandomenico.org 
www.sandomenico.org 

Year School Established: 1850 

Philosophy and Curriculum: San Domenico believes in 
educating the whole child: social, emotional, physical & 
intellectual. Students are engaged in a play-based academic 
environment both inside and outside of the classroom. Values 
based learning is at the core of our teaching philosophy. 
Students start each day with a morning assembly and then 
visit the numbers room, abc room and the art room in small 
groups. 

Total Enrollment: 30 
Number of Classrooms: 3 
Class Size: 10 students. 

Age Range: 4 years old by September 1. Students are between 
the ages of 4-5 in pre-kindergarten. 

Programs: Full Time, School Year Calendar, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - Noon 


Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:10 


Preschools Marin 


627 


Must children be potty trained? Yes 
Is potty training provided? No 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 
Early Intervention Services: No 

Communication between School & Parents: A weekly email 
is sent home each week to all parents about updates in the 
classroom. Parents are also encouraged to speak one-on-one 
with teachers at drop off and pick up. There are many volunteer 
opportunities for parents to help in the classroom. Teachers 
will often email or call parents too. 

Tuition for September 2012: $11,200 M-F, 8:00 AM - Noon 

Additional Fees: Discovery Program which is extended care 
and it runs from noon - 4:30 PM 

Average Yearly Increase: 3% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No, we do not 

offer financial aid in pre-kindergarten, but do begin offering it 
in kindergarten 

Admission Process/Timeline: 

Oct-Jan: tour the program 

Jan 17: priority deadline for applications due. 

Feb: student assessments & parent interviews. 
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March: notification letters mailed to families. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? We begin accepting 
applications one year prior to entry. 

Teacher Education/Background: Credentialed 

Environmental Awareness: San Domenico is a sustainable 
school. Our garden program starts in Pre-K. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10 years 

Staff Select: Turnover in our pre-kindergarten program is 
rare; however, when a new teacher needs to be hired, there is 
a hiring committee. Administration, current teachers, parents 
and students meet and spend time with prospective hires. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes, all staff are 
encouraged to attend professional development paid for by 
the school. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: San Domenico 
School 

Sun Safety Approach: We have awnings covering our decks 
when students are outdoors. Sunscreen is strongly encouraged 
as are hats. 
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Type of Fundraising: The school asks that parents contribute 
to our annual fund. 

Current Parent Review: 

Words can't express how much I've loved being part of the 
San Domenico community. Our family's values mirror those 
at San Domenico. The teachers are incredible!! They provide 
a loving, nurturing and safe environment for my daughter. 
Every day she comes home happy. We couldn't be happier 
with the school! 

"San Domenico has helped us to raise our children to be caring, 
aware, and engaged people. We can't say enough about the 
academics at San Domenico and the values based learning our 
children receive. We couldn't be happier with San Domenico 
and its community!" 


SANTA MARGARITA CHILDREN'S CENTER 

1055 Las Ovejas Avenue 5 
San Rafael, CA 94903 
(415) 499-1277 

email: auryu@santamargaritachildrenscenter.com 
www.santamargaritachildrenscenter.com 

Year School Established: 1993 


Director: Arleen Uryu 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We believe that children are the most important component of 
the program. They must be heard, respected, consulted and 
cared for. Here, at Santa Margarita Children's Center, a team 
of nurturing and caring professionals provides the guidance 
children need to discover their unique abilities and talents. 
Collaborating with parents, our teachers commit to providing 
the best approach to your child's preschool experience. 

At Santa Margarita Children's Center we understand that 
PLAY is a critical part of childhood. It weaves together all the 
elements of life as a child experiences it and provides them 
opportunities to digest and understand the world as they see 
it. Childhood should be a time for children to move, play and 
explore. Our programs are balanced with opportunities for 
structured and unstructured times, teacher-directed and child- 
directed activities throughout each day. 

Our environment is safe, nurturing, and beautiful. We maintain 
a low staff-to-child ratio in all of our programs, which allows 
us to provide close, personal attention to each child. 

Each week a variety of enrichment classes in art, gymnastics, 
music, and Spanish are offered. We know that rich, meaningful 
experiences support the development of vocabulary and 
language and cognitive growth. Our program integrates these 
enrichment experiences into the core of our curriculum. The 
National Association for the Education of Young Children's 
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quality standards provides the base of our developmentally 
appropriate curriculum. 

Our teachers ensure that Santa Margarita Children's Center 
is a place where cultural diversity is honored and where 
a child can develop a positive self-concept and respect for 
others. Building a strong, positive self-concept will help them 
cope with the many social and practical choices they will face 
throughout their life. We accept children without regard to 
race, color, creed, or sex. 

Curriculum 

Santa Margarita Children's Center uses Preschool First as an 
online, play-based assessment and curriculum resource for the 
infant/toddler and preschool years. It includes 500 behaviors 
children should master to be ready for Kindergarten. Based on 
observations teachers track children's development in their 
most natural setting - at play. PreschoolFirst is aligned to all 
state early learning standards, as well as NAEYC curriculum 
content and assessment guidelines, and the American Academy 
of Pediatrics developmental milestones. Parents can log onto 
the secure website to monitor their child's developmental 
progress and partner with teachers by accessing the suggested 
at-home activities. Parent involvement strengthens the home- 
school connection. 


Total Enrollment: 49 
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Number of Classrooms: 2 
Class Size: 24 

Age Range: 2-5 years of age 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:6 
Must children be potty trained? No 
Is potty training provided? Yes 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 
Admission Process/Timeline: 

Admission opens each March for the coming year. However, 
applications will be accepted throughout the year should space 
be available. 

Steps for Admission 

1. Contact Santa Margarita Children's Center and arrange for 
an interview and tour. Best time for a tour is mid-morning 
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday. The Admission form, 
yearly calendar, and tuition sheet will be given to you at 
that time. We recommend that you do your initial preschool 
searches without children until you have narrowed it down 
to two or three places. On your final visits, families have 
found it helpful to bring their child to see how they react 
to the environment. 
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2. Once you have made your decision to enroll, fill out 
the admissions form and return it with non-refundable 
registration fee. A letter confirming your acceptance and 
a full enrollment packet will be mailed to you. The packet 
will include permission forms, health history forms, child 
entry questionnaire, and physician's report signed by the 
pediatrician, licensing forms, and forms which will give us 
the necessary information we need to do our best work with 
your child. All forms must be completed and returned with 
a Vi month deposit to secure your child's enrollment. This 
deposit is non-refundable and will be used towards your 
child's last month. Please note: Forms must be completed 
before entry into the Center. 

As a final step arrange several "visits" prior to your child's 
first day. This will be helpful in ensuring a smooth transition 
into our Center. 

Teacher Education/Background: Each of our teachers meet the 
licensing requirements established by Community Licensing 
and Department of Education,. Each staff member passed a 
background check, a TB test, and possesses current certification 
in Child CPR/First Aid. 


Field Trips: Yes 
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SAUSALITO NURSERY SCHOOL 

625 Main Street 
Sausalito, CA 94965 

(415) 332-0174 email: director@sausalitonurseryschool.org 
www.sausalitonurseryschool.org 

Year School Established: 1939 

Director: Diana Miller 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

The philosophy of Sausalito Nursery School (SNS) is to provide 
a quality educational program for young children. The students 
are to enjoy the best of both worlds: parent participation and 
professional guidance by a full teaching staff. As a parent co¬ 
operative, SNS affords parents and children the opportunity to 
participate together in the excitement and joy of the first years 
of learning. We believe education is best served when teachers, 
parents, children and families work together. We strive to 
provide a secure, comfortable and responsive environment. 
We respect, accept and appreciate each child. We encourage 
independence and autonomy, free from bias and prejudice. 

Total Enrollment: 36 

Number of Classrooms: 3 


Class Size: 12 
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Age Range: Ages 2.5-5 years 

Programs: School Year Calendar, and Summer Program 
Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 

3 to 1 for the 2 year old class 

4 to 1 for the 3 year old class 
6 to 1 for the Pre-K class 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 

Early Intervention Services: No. However, we are definitely 
in tune with developmental flags. We have resources available 
through the county and we help parents make contact and 
connections with the people necessary to get the services 
needed 

Communication between School & Parents: 

We communicate in many different ways: Verbally (on a daily 
basis); Via e-mail; Via a school group site; Via hardcopy fliers 
in parent mail boxes; Via a very visible sign board and bulletin 
board 
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Tuition for September 2012: 

$420/mo. for 2 day program (9:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

$610/mo. for 3 day program (9:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

$852/mo. for 5 day program (9:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

Additional Fees: We have a yearly deposit that's due prior to 
the school year of $600.00. There are no other additional fees. 

Average Yearly Increase: Membership votes. This year there 
was not an increase. 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No 

Admission Process/Timeline: First come first served - and the 
2 year old class for the up-coming year is determined in April 
and May prior to the up-coming fall. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? As early as possible. 
We are a very small school with only 12 children in each class. 
We are first come, first served. We do give priority to siblings 
and alumnae children (children of parents who went to this 
school). Parents generally have their children on the list when 
they are infants. 

Teacher Education/Background: Certified through the State of 
California. 

Environmental Awareness: We re-cycle and we have a worm/ 
compost site. 
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Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 15 years 

Staff Select: The director is responsible for the selection of the 
teaching staff. References, interviews and resumes are used to 
narrow down the selection. We have very little staff turn-over 
so this doesn't happen often. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: Willow Creek 
Academy; St. Marks; Mount Tamalpais School; Marin Country 
Day School; Marin Horizon School; St. Hilary School 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: The teachers have become familiar with 
the various programs available in the community to give us the 
ability to discuss the kindergarten options with the families. 
We have a very extensive evaluation we do with the Pre-K 
children to help determine kindergarten readiness. Parent- 
teacher conferences are done on a regular basis. The teachers 
are also very diligent about filling out the forms required for 
the different schools. 

Sun Safety Approach: Our school yard has an umbrella of 
old leafy trees which provides a lot of shade. We also have 
an awning over our out-door deck. We also ask that children 
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come to school with sunscreen. We do have various sunscreens 
available at school if a parent forgets — as well as a permission 
form filled out enabling teachers to apply sunscreen if 
necessary. 

Type of Fundraising: We have two major fundraisers: 

1. Our school has a crab cake food booth at the Sausalito Art 
Festival over Labor Day weekend. 

2. In February, we have a parent party which includes a silent 
auction; food; drinks and dancing. 


SPARROW CREEK MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

304 Caledonia Street 

Sausalito, CA 94965 

(415) 332-9595 fax: (415) 332-9595 

email: judith@sparrowcreekmontessori.com 

www.sparrowcreekmontessori.com 

Year School Established: 1974 

Director: Judith Bang-Kolb 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

Sparrow Creek Montessori School is a small, beautiful school 
in Sausalito. We specialize in the arts. We have a unique year 
round outside environment and garden. We are a full member 
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of the American Montessori Society. Carpentry and guitar 
lessons are a regular part of our curriculum. 

Total Enrollment: 22 

Number of Classrooms: 1 

Class Size: 22 

Age Range: 3-6years old 

Programs: Year Round 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:7 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Yes 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? No 
Early Intervention Services: Yes 

Communication between School & Parents: Because Sparrow 
Creek School is a small school, the parents and teachers get to 
talk to each other at drop off and or pick up. We require one 
parent/ teacher conference each year. The school communicates 
with the parents by phone, mail and email. 
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Tuition for September 2012: 

5 days a week — $1,000 a month 
3 days a week — $900 a month 
5 half days a week — $900 a month 

Additional Fees: none 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: Yes 

Admission Process/Timeline: First come first served. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? As soon as possible. 

Teacher Education/Background: All teachers hold Montessori 
credentials in early childhood. 

Environmental Awareness: Judith Bang-Kolb, the school 
founder, designed and built the school with her own hands 
and with the help of her friends. 

Field Trips: Yes 

Average Teacher Tenure: 22 years 

Staff Select: They must be licensed Montessori teachers. 

Professional Development for Staff: No 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: A lot of the children 
stay at Sparrow Creek School until they are 6 years old. They 
then go to all of the local private schools. Some children go to 
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Willow Creek (the local charter school). Some children go on 
to elementary Montessori schools. A few of the children go to 
schools in San Francisco or to the local Marin Catholic schools 
They usually enter the schools in first grade. 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: Most parents ask Judith, the director, to 
recommend which elementary school is the best fit for their 
child. 

Sun Safety Approach: We have umbrellas all over the back 
yard. 

Type of Fundraising: We have an annual pancake breakfast on 
the 4th of July. We have an annual raffle. The board fund raises 
at times. 


STRETCH THE IMAGINATION 

47A Tamal Vista Boulevard 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 

(415) 927-2616 email: infomarin@stretchtheimagination.com 

Year School Established: Est. 2002 for classes and 2009 as 
preschool 


Director: Michelle Lawton 
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Philosophy and Curriculum: Our mission at Stretch the 
Imagination is to create a safe and nurturing environment 
where the process of learning is creative and collaborative. 
We focus on the exploration of the arts, music, and movement 
as a learning process that promotes child development and 
curiosity. It is a place of research and collaboration where 
children and teachers learn together through project work and 
creative discovery. 

Our image of the child is one of capability, potential, and 
competency. We strive to create learning opportunities 
where children and teachers can come together to explore, 
communicate, and express themselves. These experiences are 
based on the children's interests and needs and their interaction 
with the world around them. 

Our educators at Stretch the Imagination take inspiration from 
the Reggio Emilia philosophy of Italy, the importance of play 
based learning, and the developmental benefits of art, music 
and movement. We hold true to the belief that knowledge 
is learned from experiences with others. We trust that the 
interaction, exchange and investigation that we embark upon 
with others give us the ability to construct knowledge. We 
believe that it is not only what a child learns, but how a child 
learns that gives quality to the educational experience. 

Stretch the Imagination is a community of educators. We 
use the power of art, movement and music to honor and 
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cultivate the imagination of each, individual child. We strive 
to inspire curiosity and creativity through a learning process 
that encourages collaboration and discovery. We embrace your 
child's right to learn and most of all to have fun. We use art, 
movement and music as wonderful tools of communication in 
order to promote curiosity, encourage a child's confidence, and 
enhance a child's development. 

Total Enrollment: SF-125, Marin-45 

Number of Classrooms: SF: 4 at one time, Marin: 2 

Class Size: 10-14 

Age Range: Our youngest children are 18 months and 
participate in our infant exploration classes which require 
an adult to be present. Our preschool drop off program is 
for children age 2-5.9 years. We also have summer camps for 
children up to age 7 years. 

Programs: Part Time, School Year Calendar, Summer Program 
Hours of Operation: 8:30 AM — 5:30 PM 

Teacher to Child Ratio: For our 2 year old program the ratio 
is 1 teacher for every 4 children. For children ages 3.5-5.9 years 
the ratio is 1 teacher for every 6 children. 

Must children be Potty Trained? No 
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Is Potty Training provided? No but supported 
Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Does a Nutritionist Consult on Snacks or Lunch? Yes 

Early Intervention Services: We do not have services on site. We 
do however conduct observations and document extensively 
as part of our philosophy and our program. We meet privately 
with families to recommend and offer information on services 
they should consider. We do offer recommendations depending 
on what challenges a child might have. 

Communication between School & Parents: We communicate 
via phone and email as a general way of communicating to 
our parents as a whole. We also of course meet in person when 
requested. We conduct two conferences with parents; one in 
the fall and one in the spring. 

Tuition for September 2012: Ranges from $3700-$l0,600 
depending on number of days and hours. 

Additional Fees: We offer a lunch bunch program that is an 
additional $15/day. 

Average Yearly Increase: 3-4% 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: We currently 
have payment plans based on need and are in the process of 
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investigating/establishing a tuition assistance program. 

Admission Process/Timeline: We accept applications the year 
a child is eligible to attend. We host 8 tours throughout the 
fall and early winter for parents to come and view the school, 
meet teachers, and meet parents. Applications for our first 
round of offers are due by February 1st; however, we do accept 
applications throughout the year on an ongoing basis. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? The year before their 
child is eligible to attend. 

Teacher Education/Background: Ranges from 12 units to 
Masters in ECE 

Environmental Awareness: We try to be as green as possible. 
We have conducted 2 green build-outs: when building our 
Marin school and when expanding our SF school. All of our 
furniture is formaldehyde free. We recycle and compost with 
the children. Our cleaners are green. Our snack program is 
organic. We conduct most of our communication via email or a 
private, parent website so as to diminish paper consumption. 
We also have a natural classroom program where children 
spend 1 day/ week in nature exploring, hiking, and connecting 
with the natural world. This is for children who are 3+. 


Field Trips: Yes 
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Average Teacher Tenure: 4 Years 

Staff Select: We have an interview process that includes 
reviewing resumes, phone interview, in person interviews, 
time spent in the school. We also have incoming applicants talk 
with current staff and parents. 

Professional Development for Staff: Yes we encourage 
teachers to seek out opportunities throughout the year to 
attend professional development events on their own. We 
send teachers each year to the NAREA conference (summer 
& winter) and we host our own training before school starts 
and throughout the year. Approximately 10 days are hosted by 
Stretch and additional opportunities are encouraged. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: We had our first 
full class of graduates move on to kindergarten this year. We 
had children accepted to: Adda Clevenger, Alta Vista, Burke, 
Convent, FAIS, SF Friends School, Live Oak, Marin Preparatory 
School (in SF), Stuart Hall, Town School for Boys, Creative 
Arts Charter School, St. Patrick's and St. Hilary's in Marin, and 
San Domenico in Marin. We also have children who will be 
attending public school in both San Francisco and in Marin. 

We also had a very small graduating class last year with 
children who went to Hamlin, Marin Primary and Middle 
School, Keyes (in Palo Alto), The German International School, 
as well as public school in both SF and Marin. 
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Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We host 2 kindergarten informational 
sessions: one in the spring & one in the fall. The director meets 
one-on-one with families throughout the process and advises 
on schools that fit the child and family. The director advocates 
for the family and child throughout the process and if a wait 
list situation arises. 

Sun Safety Approach: We do not apply sunscreen but ask that 
parents put sunscreen on their children. We remind them so 
as to keep the children safe when the weather is warm and 
sunny. 

Type of Fundraising: We do not host outright fundraising 
events at this time. Parents are able to donate if they would 
like to contribute. 

Current Parent Review: 

One of the strengths we see in the Stretch program is its faculty. 
We greatly appreciate their warmth and their love of children. 
...When we ask her to name her friends at school, she often 
starts by naming her teachers. Pulling in for drop off, I can 
see Whitney smiling and waving at them. As a parent, this 
warms my heart and helps me know that she is in kind, caring 
hands. 

Reading all the bulletin boards on parent night was informative 
and inspiring. My husband and I felt that it reinforced our belief 
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that the Stretch program is both creative and intentionally 
designed. While the program is child-centered, strongly guided 
by the children's interests, ideas, and input, it is also clear that 
there are specific learning goals for all activities. 

We refer to Stretch as "school" - and one of the most invaluable 
things to us is hearing Whitney say, "School is fun!" Since this 
is her first "school" experience, we love that the mention of 
school elicits such joy and excitement from her. 

-Stacy M. 

1 have been selective with whom and where my children spend 
time, especially before they are able to speak and express 
themselves verbally. From the moment I spent time in the 
Stretch classrooms talking with the teachers who obviously 
LOVE what they do, I immediately felt that this was a special 
place. Since Lilli started at Stretch, her verbal skills have 
taken off and she has been able to share some of the joyous 
experiences she has had there. She loves painting, clay, music 
and yoga poses. I love knowing that she is having positive, 
empowering experiences in a nurturing atmosphere. Stretch 
the Imagination is the only place that I have felt safe enough to 
leave my toddler. I am so grateful to Michelle and to Sage for 
creating such an amazing place. Thank you. 

-Jean W. 
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T.L.C. PRESCHOOL 

288 San Marin Dr. 

Novato, CA 94945 

(415) 892-8002 email: bonniecfaller@msn.com 

Year School Established: 1981 
Director: Bonnie C. Faller, M.S. 

Philosophy and Curriculum: 

We are a small preschool that emphasizes one on one attention 
and small groups. We use a variety of philosophies from 
Montessori, Waldorf, Emilio Reggio, etc. Under the umbrella 
of teaching with the Theory of Multiple Intelligences, which 
means to teach to a child's learning style using a variety of 
modalities. 

Total Enrollment: 15-18 

Number of Classrooms: 2 

Class Size: Approximately 7 in a class. 

Age Range: 2.5 - 6 years 

Programs: Full Time, Part Time, Year Round, and Summer 
Program 

Hours of Operation: 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM 
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Teacher to Child Ratio: 1:7 

Must Children be Potty Trained? No 

Is Potty Training Provided? Encouragement and guidance 

Snacks: Yes Lunch: No 

Early Intervention Services: We are always on top of early 
intervention and help parents find the right services for their 
child. It makes a huge difference when a child's helped early 
in their development. 

Communication between School & Parents: Daily tags and 
one on one communication and e-mail. 

Tuition for September 2012: Tuition varies. Please call school 
for current information. 

Additional Fees: Registration and supply fee. 

Average Yearly Increase: None next year 

Financial Aid/Tuition Assistance Program: No, but we do 

work with parents to try to help them. 

Admission Process/Timeline: Admission for Fall is usually in 
the Spring. However, it continues until the school is full. 

Do Parents Need to Apply in Advance? It is wise to come into 
the school for a tour four months in advance. However, that 
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varies. 

Teacher Education/Background: Bachelors degrees. The 
director holds a masters degree. 

Environmental Awareness: We try to communicate with e- 
mail. Art material is recycled. 

Field Trips: No 

Average Teacher Tenure: 10 years 

Staff Select: Word of mouth, interviews, and observation. All 
of the before mentioned along with degrees in education and 
experience. 

Professional Development for Staff: Every year the teachers 
take a variety of professional development classes. 

Schools Children Attend for Kindergarten: 

San Ramon, Pleasant Valley, Our Lady of Loretto, Rancho 

Steps School Takes to Help Parents with Kindergarten 
Application Process: We have mid-year evaluations of the 
Pre-Kindergarten children and a conference is called with the 
parents to help in their selection of schools and teachers. 

Sun Safety Approach: Sunscreen, hats, and lots of water 

Type of Fundraising: Not at this time. 
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Current Parent Review: 

"I have had two children attend T.L.C. Preschool and have been 
tremendously happy at the school. They have a wonderful 
approach to teaching using many approaches to reach the 
child as an individual. I love the music, Spanish, and science 
program and how it is woven into the main curriculum. The 
children cook every week and use this also as a way to expand 
the curriculum. My older child is now in kindergarten and 
loves learning. I attribute her love for learning to her preschool 
teacher Bonnie Faller who made learning fun. 

S. Holland 


San Francisco 


At-A-Glance 
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SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

ABC's Child Development 

Center 

Sunset 

• fosters a child’s natural curiosity 

• multi-cultural learning environment 

• facilitates the development of positve 
self image 

Alta Plaza Preschool 

Pacific Heights 

• develepmentally appropriate 

• positive learning experiences 

• play-based 

Associated Students Early 
Childhood Education Center, 
SFSU 

Lakeshore/SFSU 

• supports the growth and development 
of each individual child 

• active involvement in the learning 
process 

• Reggio Emilia philosophy 

Bright Horizons University 
Child Care at Mission Bay 

Mission Bay 

• encouraging 

• stimulating environments 

• lifelong discovery 

Bright Horizons at 221 

Maine 

South of Market 

• developmentally appropriate learning 
environments 

Bright Horizons at 

Letterman Digital Arts Child 
Care Center 

Presidio 

• developmentally appropriate 

Bright Horizons at 2nd 

Street 

| 

South of Market 

• caring and nurturing environment 
where children learn and develop 

!C5 Children's School 

Civic Center 

• Reggio Emilia inspired 

• project-based 

• emergent curriculum 

Calvary Nursery School 

Pacific Heights 

• developmentally appropriate 

• project focused 

• play-based 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Year Round 

2-5 years 

'1:6 or 1:8 

No 

$800 - $1000/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2.5 - 5.5 years 

2:8-2.5 yrs. 
2:10 - 4.5 yrs. 
1:7 - 5.5 yrs. 

No 

$748 - $1999/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, Summer 
Program 

6 months - 5 yrs 

1:8 - Preschool 
1:6-2 years 

1:4 - Toddlers 
1:3 - Infants 

Yes 

Sliding scale based on 
family size and 
income, and SFSU 
student parents or 
Staff, Faculty, 
Community members 

|fuII Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

Infant - 
Preschool 

1:3 to 1:11 

No 

Contact School 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

Infant - Pre-K 

1:30 to 1:10 

No 

Contact School 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

j 

Infant - Pre-K 

1:4 to 1:12 

No 

Contact School 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

Infant - Pre-K 

1:4 to 1:12 

1 

No 

Contact School 

Full Time and Year 

Round 

2 months - 6 
years 

1:3 - Infant 

1:4 - Toddler 

1:7 - Preschool 
1::8 - Pre-K 

No 

$1907 - 
$2100/month 

Part Time, Summer 
Program 

3-6 years 

1:10 - Nursery 
1:9 - Pre-K 

Yes 

$6,850.00 - 

$9,900/year for 2011 
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SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

Catholic Charities CYO 

Treasure Island Child 
Development Center 

Treasure Island 

• well-rounded 

• indoor/outdoor learning centers 

• activities focused on visual arts 

• natural sciences 

• conflict resolution 

Cheryl Andersen Child Care 
Center, The 

Inner Richmond 

• children learn through play 

• activities support social emotional 
development 

• cognitive development, language 
development, early-literacy, physical 
development and self-help skills 

iChildren's Day School 

Mission/Noe/Castro 

• curiosity, exploration 

• co-operation 

• love of learning 

i 

Chinese American 

International School 

Hayes Valley/ Civic 
Center 

• academic excellence 

• Montessori approach 

• 50/50 Mandarin immersion 

Community Preschool, The 
Grace Cathedral 

Nob Hill 

• enhance the potential of each child 

• developmental^ appropriate program 

• play-based 

Cornerstone Academy 

Portola 

• bilingual Cantonese/English 

• academic curriculum balanced with 
art, music and play 

Cow Hollow School 

| 

Presidio Heights 

| 

• exploration 

• project work 

• play-based curriculum 

• reciprocal relationships 

Crayon Box Preschool, The 

i Excelsior 

• hands-on Spanish language 
immersion program 

• art-based and play-centered 

• value each child's unique creativity 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 
CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Full Time 

3 months - 5 yrs 

1:3 - Infant 

1:4 - Toddler 

1:8 - Preschool 

No 

$1100 - 
$1450/month 

Full Time, Year Round 

2-5 years 

1 

1:4 

No 

$1,060 - 
$ 1,675/month 

Full Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

3-5 years 

1:8 

Yes. 

$2,225 - $22,250 We 
have a sliding scale. 

[Full Time, School Year 

Calendar, Summer 
Program 

3-5 years 

1:9 

Yes 

$22,560/year 

Full Time, Year Round 

3-5 years 

1:5 

Yes 

$16,950/year 

Full Time, Year Round 

3-5 years 

1:12 

Yes 

$10,350/year 

Part Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2-5 years 

1:3 - 2's 

1:4 - 3's 

1:8 - 4/5's 

No 

$4,452 - $9,885/year | 


Full Time, Part Time, 2-5 years 

Year Round 


1:6 for 2 yrs No $260 - $280/week 

1:8 for 3-5 yrs 
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SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

Eureka Learning Center 

Noe Valley 

• play-based 

• developmental^ appropriate 

• social emotional development 

Forest Hill Christian Church 
Preschool 

Forest Hill 

• nurturing and challenging 
environment 

• wide range of activities 

• Christian values 

FranDeIJA Enrichment 

Center 

Bayview/Hunter's 

Point 

j 

• learning through exploration 

• play, explore, have fun 

Friends of St. Francis 
Childcare Center 

Duboce Triangle 

• promotes the physical, intellectual 
and emotional well being of the children 

Gates & Bridges Preschool 

Inner Sunset/Golden 
Gate Heights 

• intimate involved setting 

• focus on primary attachment 

• respect and response to uniqueness 
of each child 

Glen Park Montessori 

Preschool 

Glen Park 

• Montessori curriculum 

• art 

• love of nature 

• peace curriculum 

iGlenridge Cooperative 
Nursery School 

Glen Park 

• develompmentally appropriate 

• nurturing love of our envirnoment 

• foundation for learning and 
socialization 

1 

Haight Ashbury Community 
Nursery School 

Cole Valley 

• child-centered 

• play-based 

• secure nurturing environment 

Happy Times Nursery 

School 

Sunset 

• age appropriate activities 

• develop social-emotional skills 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar 

2.9 - 6 years 

Preschool 

2:16 - Pre-K 

No 

$8,195 - $9,350/year 
for 2011 

Part Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2-6 years 

1:4 

Yes 

iemail or call for rate 
sheet 

Full Time, Year Round 

6 weeks - 5 yrs 

1:3 - Infant 

1:4 - Toddler 

1:8 - Preschool 

No 

j$l,100 - 
$1,450/month 

Full Time 

2-5 years 

1 

1:4 - Toddler 

1:7 - Three- 
four 

1:8 - Four-five 

Yes 

1 

Call for rates. 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

12.9 - 5.9 years 

1:6 or 1:8 

No 

$11,990 - 
i$18,557/year 

Full Time, Year Round 

2.6 - 5 years 

1:6 

Yes 

$1340 - 

$ 1,500/month for 

2011 

Part Time 

1 

2.9 - 5.9 years 

1:5 

Yes 

$243 - $405/month 

School Year Calendar 

2.5-6 years 

1'5 

No 

$295/month 

Part Time 

2.9 - 5.6 years 

3:16 for 2.9 - 

3.5 yrs 

3:22 for 3.5- 

4.5 yrs 

4:30 for 4.5 - 

5.6 yrs 

Yes 

$290 - $650/month 
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SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

Hearing & Speech Center of 

Northern California 

Western Addition 

• teach children to listen and talk 

• work with children who have 
expressive language delays 

Holy Family Day Home 

Mission/Castro 

• stable and nurturing environment 

• develop skills for lifelong development 

IjCCSF Brotherhood Way 

'Preschool 

Lake Merced 

• Reggio Emilia inspired 

• Jewish values and culture 

• self-expression 

• creative thinking 

JCCSF Helen Diller Family 
Preschool 

Presidio Heights 

• Reggio Emilia inspired 

• Jewish values and culture 

• self-expression 

• creative thinking 

| i 

jJCCSF Rosenberg Early 
^Childhood Center 

Inner Richmond 

• Reggio Emilia inspired 

• Jewish values and culture 

• self-expression 

• creative thinking 

Kangaroos Glen Park 
Kangaroos Noe Valley 
Kangaroos Sunset 

Glen Park 

Noe Valley 

Sunset 

• Developmental 

• Reggio Emilio inspired 

• play-based 

Kids by the Bay-CCLC 

'soma 

• play-based 

• open ended curriculum called Guided 
Discovery 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Part Time, Year Round, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

Birth - 5 years 

1:3 - Auditory 

Oral classroom 
1:5 - General 
Education 
classrooms 

No 

Contact school for 

! tuition. 

Full Time, Year Round 

2-6 years 

1:4 - 2-3 years 

(w/potty 

training) 

1:6 - 2-3 years 
1:8 - 3-6 years 

No 

$1,500 - 
$2,050/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2-5.5 years 

1:5 for 2 years 
1:6 for 3-5.5 
years 

No 

$5,508 - 
$22,572/year 

Part Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2 - 5.5 years 

1:5 for 2 years 
1:6 for 3 - 5.5 
years 

No 

$7,002 - 
$13,887/year 

Full Time and Year 

Round 

2 - 5.5 years 

1:5 for 2 years 
1:6 for 3 - 5.5 
years 

No 

$22,572/year 

!Full Time, Part Time, 

and Year Round 

2-5 years 

1:08 

No 

$600 - $ 1350/month 

[Full Time 

6 weeks - 5 
years 

1:3 - Infants 

1:4-Toddlers 
1:6 - Jr. 

Preschool 

1:10 - 

Preschool-Pre-K 

No 

$806 - $1,858/month 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

La Piccola Scuola Italiana 

Potrero Hill/Mission 

Bay 

• Reggio Emilia inspired 

• full-immersion italian 

• progressive education 

Language in Action 
iHolaKids 

Has 3 sites. 

Laurell Hill 

Cow Hollow 

Noe Valley 

• developmental 

• language immersion 

Laura Vicuna Pre- 
Kindergarten of Sts. Peter 
and Paul School 

North Beach 

• nurturing and fun educational 
environment 

• focus on language development, 
reading readiness and beginning math 
skills 

'Laurel Hill Nursery School 

I 

Laurel Heights 

• stimulating environment 

• children explore and develop 
intellectually, socially, emotionally and 
physically 

Learning Bridge Preschool 

Sunset 

• children develop self-esteem through 
physical, language and cognitive skills 

Little Bear School 

Excelsior 

• open-structured 

• play-based 

• monthly themes 

• development of whole child 

Little Children's 
Developmental Center 

Western 

Addition/Fillmore 

• age-appropriate developmental 
activities 

• support cognitive, physical, language 
and social-emotional development 

Little School, The 

Lower Pacific Heights 

• relationship-based 

• individualized attention 

• opportunities for investigation and 
exploration 

Little Star Preschool 

Sunset 

• meet developmental needs of the 
"whole child" 

• teacher directed and individual 
exploration and free play 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

\ 

AVERAGE COST 

I Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

1-6 years 

1:6 

No 

$19,000 (full time), 

Sept to June school 
year 

Full Time and Year 

Round 

1 

3-5 years 

1:5 

No 

$2890 - $5775 per 3 
installment payments 

iFull Time, School Year 

Calendar 

3.9 - 5 years 

1:6 to 1:8 

Yes 

$9,750/year 

Part Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

I 

2.9 years - 
Kindergarten 

1:5 

Yes 

. 

$341 - $441/month 

FT, PT, Year Round, 
Summer Program 

2.9 - 5.11 years 

1:6 

No 

$650 - $1250/month 
for 2011 

Full Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2.9 - 6 years 

1:8 

Yes 

$900 - $1,300/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2-5 years 

1:4 or 5 

No 

$1,200/month 

Full Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2-6 years 

1:6 

No 

$6,610 - 
$13,860/year 

jFull Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2.5-6 years 

1:11 

Yes 

$700 - $935 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

Little Star Preschool "Too" 

Sunset District 

• meet developmental needs of the 
"whole child" 

• teacher directed and individual 
exploration and free play 

Lone Mountain Children's 
Center 

Lake Street 

• developmental theme-based 

Marina Children's Center 

The Marina 

• environmental curriculum 

• age appropriate activities 

• positive learning experiences 

Marin Day School 

Fox Plaza Campus 

Civic Center 

• warm, nurturing and loving care 

• play-based 

Marin Day School 
Congregation Sherith Israel 
Campus 

Pacific Height 

• play-based 

• developmental^ appropriate and 
experiential 

Marin Day School 

Fremont Street Campus 

South of Market 

• play-based 

• developmental^ appropriate 

• emergent curriculum 

Marin Day School 

Hills Plaza Campus 

I 

South Beach 

. 

• play-based 

Marin Day School 

Laurel Heights Campus 

Laurel Heights 

• project-based 

• developmental^ appropriate 

Marin Day School 

City Hall Campus 

Civic Center 

• play-based 

• developmental^ appropriate 

• experiential 

Marin Day School 

Spear Street Campus 

South of Market 

• play-based, integrated program based 
on Project Approach 

1 

Martha Hills Learning 

Center, Escuela Bilingue 

Bayview 

• enhanced learning environment 

• promote positive development, 
exploration and enrichment of 
individual growth 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2.5 - 6 years 

Sl2 

Yes 

$700 - $935 

Part Time 

1 

2.7 - 5.6 years 

1:6 

j 

Yes 

$5,020 - 
$10,300/year 

'Full Time, Part Time, 
School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2.6 - 5 years 

1:6-8 

No 

Contact school 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

6 weeks - 18 

months 

1:3 

No 

Contact School 

{fuII Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2-6 years 

1:6 to 1:9 

No 

Contact School 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

4-5 years 

1:9 

No 

Contact School 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

1 month - 4 
years 

1:3 to 1:8 

No 

Contact School 

jFull Time, Part Time, 

[Year Round 

1 

2 months - 5.5 

years 

1:3 to 1:10 

No 

Contact School 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

1-5 years 

1:4 to 1:8 

No 

Contact School 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

Infant - 
Preschool 

1:3 to 1:11 

No 

Contact School 

Year Round 

j-1 

6 months - 5.11 
years 

1:4 - Infant 

1:12 - 

Preschool 

-1 

No 

♦Call for Tuition Rates 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

Miraloma Cooperative 

Nursery School 

Sunnyside 

• develop healthy self-image 

• build self-respect 

• non-competitive, non-judgemental 
and positive atmosphere 

Mission Kids 

Mission District 

• child-centered 

• play-based 

• nurture children's social, emotional, 
physical and intellectual growth 

Mission YMCA Preschool 

Excelsior/Glen Park 

• focus on kindergarten readiness 

iMontessori Children's House 
of the West Coast 

j 

Inner 

Richmond/Laurel 

Heights 

• traditional Montessori preschool 

Mother Goose School 

Outer 

Richmond/Seacliff 

• developmental^ appropriate 
curriculum 

• development of positive self- concept 

• lifelong enjoyment of learning 

Nihonmachi Little Friends 

Western 

Addition/Lower Pacific 
Heights 

• Japanese bilingual, multicultural and 
educational childcare 

• well-rounded curriculum 

jNoe Valley Nursery School 

Noe Valley/Diamond 
Heights 

• child-centered 

• play-based 

• physically and emotionally safe 
environment 

One Fifty Parker Avenue 
School 

Laurel Heights 

• hands-on experiences 

• children can explore and discover 
through open-ended materials 

Pacific Primary 

Hayes Valley 

• loving and creative child-centered 
environment 

Parkside Preschool & 
Kindergarten 

Sunset 

• social, emotional, physical and 
cognitive development 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

. . 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Part Time, Year Round, 

Summer Program 

2.9 - 6 years 

4:21 

Yes 

Contact school 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2 - 5.9 years 

1:5 

No 

$4,200 - 
$10,500/year 

Year Round and 

Summer Program 

2.5 years - 
kindergarten 

1:8 and 1:10 

Yes 

$896/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 
School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

3-5 years 

1:9 

Yes 

$9,880 - 
$16,540/year 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2-6 years 

1:6-2 years 

1:8 - all others 

Yes 

$1,400/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2.6 - 5 years 

1:8 for Pre-K 

1:6 for 

Preschool 

Yes 

$900 - $1,350/month 

Part Time, School Year 
Calendar 

2.6 - 5.9 years 

1:4 

No 

$219 - $361/week 

Full Time 

2.9 - 5.4 years 

1:6 

No 

$9,790 - 
$12,053/year 

Full Time, Year Round 

2.5-6 years 

1:7 | 

Yes 

$18,484/year for 

2011 


Year Round 


jl:7 - 2 - 3 yrs 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

Phoebe A. Hearst Preschool 
Learning Center 

Upper Western 

Addition 

• child centered 

• developmental 

• art based curriculum 

• collaborative learning 

Potrero Kids at Daniel 
Webster & 

Potrero Kids on Third 

Potrero Hill 

• Spanish bilingual 

• developmental 

• play-based 

• mixed-age classroom 

Preschool, The 

Noe 

Valley/Mission/Baja 
Noe Valley 

• mixed age and small group setting 

• sense of exploration 

• creative expression 

Presidio Knolls School 

Cow Hollow 

• Mandarin immersion 

• Reggio Emilia inspired 

• collective learning environment 

Presidio School 

Inner Richmond 

• developmental 

• play-based 

Rainbow Montessori of San 

Francisco 

Parkside/Sunset 

• Montessori 

• develop independently 

• learn through doing 

• peace education program 

Russian Hill School 

Pacific Heights 

• addresses the individual, social and 
educational needs of children "blended 
curriculum" 

|St. Anne Preschool 

Inner Sunset 

• focus on the individual development 
of each child 

• foster spiritual, cognitive, social, 
emotional and physical development 

St. James Preschool 

Inner Richmond 

• respect each child's individuality 

• developmental and child-centered 
curriculum fosters personal growth 

J 1 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 
CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

iFull Time, Year Round 

2-6 years 

1:6-2 years 

1:8 - all others 

No 

$1162 - $1479/month 

Full Time, Year Round 

2.9 - 5 years 

1:6 

1 

Yes 

$l,565/mont 

$1,165 - 
$1,815/month 

Part Time 

3 - 5.5 years 

1:5 

Yes 

$8,500/year 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, Summer 
Program 

2.9 - 6 years 

1:5 

Yes 

$10,300 - 
$21,000/year 

Part Time, Year Round, 
and Summer Program 

2.9 - 5 years 

1:4 

No 

Contact school. 

(Full Time, Part Time, 

Summer Program 

2.5 - 5.9 years 

1:6, 1:8 

Yes 

$1,125 - 
$1,600/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

3-6 years 

1:4 

Yes 

Contact school 

Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2.9 - 5.9 years 

2:8 

Yes 

$4,050 - 
$13,000/year 

[Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2-5 years 

1:4 - 2-3 years 
1:7 - 3-4 years 
1:8 - 4-5 years 

No 

$8,510 - 
$11,260/year 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

St. Paul Littlest Angel 

Preparatory Preschool 

Noe Valley/Glen Park 

• developmental program 

• structural learning environment 

• caring, safe, stimulating environment 

St. Philip Preschool 

Noe Valley 

• active learning environment 

• encourages all areas of development 

• balance of structured and non- 
structured activities 

St. Thomas Apostle 
Preschool-PreK Learning 
Center 

Richmond 

• child-centered and child/teacher 
directed 

• hands-on learning centers 

San Francisco School, The 

Portola 

• Montessori preschool program 

• progressive approach & child- 
centered 

• strong sense of community 

^Scandinavian School, The 

Forest Hill/West Portal 

• full immersion in Dutch, Norwegian 
and Swedish 

• play-based 

• Reggio Emilio inspired 

• on-going projects 

Serra Preschool, The 

The Presidio of San 

Francisco 

• developmental^ appropriate 

• play-based 

• spiritual framework of Catholicism 
iwithin our curriculum 

South of Market Child Care, 
Inc. 

South of Market 

• Reggio Emilia inspired 

Starlight Christian Preschool 

Richmond 

• provides education and childcare in a 
nurturing, loving and encouraging 

• Christian environment 

• learning through discovery and 
experience 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, Summer 
Program 

2.9 - 6 years 

| 

1:6 

Yes 

$1,225 - 

$1,400/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2.9 - 5.9 years 

1:6 

1 

No 

1,516/month 

iFull Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2 - 5.9 years 

1:6 3 - Pre-K 

1:1 Twos 
Program 

Yes 

$600 - $ 1375/month 
for 2011 

Full Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

3-6 years 

j 

1:9 

Yes 

$22,585/year 

Full Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

I 

2 - 5.9 years 

! 

fl-5 

No 

$12,480 - 
$18,300/year 

Full Time, Part Time, 
.School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

| 

2.6 - 5.9 years 

1:7 

I 

No 

$8,875 - $9,635/year 

1 

Full Time 

3 months - 5 

years 

1:3 - Infant 

1:4 - Toddler 

1:6 - Preschool 

No 

j 

$1,300 - 
$1,600/month 

[Full Time, Part Time, 
Year Round 

12.5 - 6 years 

1:12 

Yes 

$985/month 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

u 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

[ 

PHILOSOPHY 

Starlight Two Christian 

Preschool 

Sunset/Parkside 

• provides education and childcare in a 

nurturing, loving and encouraging 
jChristian environment 

! Stratford School 

Ingleside 

• focus on mastery of core academic 
subjects 

• discipline and structure 

• high expectations 

Stretch the Imagination 

[ 

Pacific Heights 

• learning is creative and collaborative 

• children and teachers learn together 

• play-based learning 

[Telegraph Hill Neighborhood 

Center Preschool 

Telegraph Hill/North 
Beach/Russian Hill 

• embraces the teachings of Jean 

Piaget and current research on 
children's learning styles 

• develop confidence, self-esteem and 
appropriate social skills 

Temple Emanu-EI Preschool i 

Laurel Heights/ Inner 
Richmond 

• nurturing and supportive environment 
in a Jewish setting 

• promotes the physical, social, 
emotional cognitive and creative 
growth of the child 

• concrete play-oriented approach 

Trevor Martin Montessori 
School 

Bernal Heights 

• Montessori program 

• nurture the physical, emotional, 
social, cognitive and creative 
development of each child 

True Sunshine Preschool 
[Center 

Chinatown 

• bilingual Cantonese/English 

• multicultural 

• well-planned environment with many 
developmentally appropriate choices 

• educational and creative activities 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

2.5 - 6 years 


Yes 

$985/month 

| 

Full Time, Part Time, 
School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2.9 - 5.9 years 

1:12 

Yes 

Contact school 

Part Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

18 months - 5.9 

years 

1:4 - 2-3.5 yrs 
1:6 - 3.5-5.9 
yrs 

No 

1 

$3,700 - 
$10,600/year 

| 1 

Full Time, Year Round 

2.5 - 5 years 

1:8 - older 

1:6 - younger 

Yes 

$ 1,050/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 
School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2-5 years 

1:6 or 1:7 

No 

$9,6800 - 
$13,550/year 

Full Time, Part Time, 
School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2.6 - 5 years 

2:12 

Yes 

$550 - $ 975/month 
for 2011 

Full Time, Year Round 

3-5 years 

1:8 inside 

1:6 outside 

Yes 

$780/month 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

Visitation Valley Community 

Center 

- Family School 

- Heritage Home Infant 
iToddler Preschool 

- John King Infant Toddler 
Preschool 

- Child and Family Dev 
Center 

j 

Visitacion Valley 

• play-based 

• developmental^ appropriate 

• follow State frameworks and Head 

Start regulations 

Wind In The Willows 

Sunnyside 

• child-directed curriculum 

• emphasizes creativity, socialization, 
motor-skills, cognitive development 

• lots of time for dramatic play 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

1 

Must Be 

Potty 

Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Full Time, Year Round, 

and Summer Program 

2 months - 5 

years 

1:3 infant 

1:4 toddler 

1:8 preschool 

No 

Based on income. 

Part Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2.9 - 5.5 years 

1:6 

Preferred 

but not 
manditory 

$445 - $685/month 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

J 

Bridge Point Academy 

Central Novato 

• academic 

Bright Horizons at Marin 
Commons 

San Rafael 

• developmental 

DayCaring Preschool 

Fairfax 

• play-based 

Gan Isreal Preschool 

San Rafael 

• learning by doing 

• Jewish tradition 

Garden School, The 

Ross 

• play-based 

Golden Gate Academy 

Strawberry 

• Christian 

• development of whole child 

Golden Poppy Preschool and 
Infant Center 

Corte Madera 

• developmental 

Greenwood School 

Mill Valley 

• developmental 

Kids on the Hill Preschool 

Southern Marin 

• developmental 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 
Potty 
Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

( 

6 weeks - Pre-K 

Afterschool for 
school age 

1:4 - Infants 

1:4 - Toddlers 

1:8 - 2's 

1:10 - Young 3's 
1:12 - 3-5 years 
1:14- Afterschool 

No 

Varies depending 

on age and 
schedule of child 

[Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, and School 
Year Calendar 

6 weeks - 6 
years 

1:4 - Infants 

1:6 - Toddlers 

1:7 - 2's 

1:12 - Preschool 

No 

$1,570 - 
$2,185/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

; 

2-5 years 

1:5 

No 

$495 - 

$1,092/month 

Full Time and Part Time 

18 months - 5 
years 

Contact school 

Contact 

school 

Contact school 

!Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar 

3-5 years 

1:7 

Yes 

$3,892 - 
$9,728/year 

Full Time, Year Round, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2-5 years 

1:6 - 2's 

1:8 - 3's 

1:9 - 4's 

No 

$546 - 

$1,756/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

and Year Round 

-1 

Newborn - 6 
years 

1:3 - Infants 

1:4 - 1-2 years 

1:6 - 2-3 years 

1:7 - 3-4 years 
1:8- 4-5 years 

1:8 - 5-6 years 

No 

$689 - 

$ 1,849/month 

Contact school 

2.9 - 4.6 years 

Contact school 

Contact 

school 

$6,558 - 
$16,395/year 

Part Time, School Year 

Calendar, Summer 
Program 

1 

2.6 - 6 years 

1:6-2 years 
1:10-3 years 

1:12 - 4 & 5 years 

No 

See website for 
details 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

i 

PHILOSOPHY 

Kids Place 

East Corte Madera 

• Reggio Emilio inspired 

Language in Action 
iHolaKids! 

1 

Corte Madera 

• developmental 

• language immersion 

Little School, The 

Southern Marin 

• developmental 

• play-based 

Marin Day Schools - 
Mill Valley Campus 

Hillside Campus 

San Rafael Campus 

Mill 

Valley/Hillside/San 

Rafael 

• developmental 

• project based 

Marin Horizon School 

Homestead Valley 

• Montessori-inspired 

Marin Montessori School 

Corte Madera 

• Montessori 

Mill Valley Nursery School 

Mill Valley 

• play-based 

Miss Sandie's School 

San Marin, Novato 

• development of whole child 

Montessori School of 

Novato 

Rancho, Novato 

• Montessori 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 
Potty 
Trained 

AVERAGE COST 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2-6 years 

1:6-2 years 

1:6-3 years 
1:8-4 years 

No 

Contact school 

Full Time, Part Time, 
School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2-5 years 

1:5 

No 

$3,950 - $5,575/ 

3 installment 
payments 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2-6 years 

1:6-2 years 
1:8-3 years 

1:9 - 4 & 5 years 

No 

j 

$450 - 

$1,440/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round 

1-5 years 

1:6 - 2's 

1:9 - Pre-K's 

No 

Contact school 

Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2 years - 8th 
grade 

1:6 - 2-3 year 

1:9 - 3-5 years 

No 

$14,775 - 
$20,095/year 

Contact school 

18 months - 6 

years 

1:6 - Toddler 

1:10 - Preschool 

Contact 

school 

Contact school 

Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2.9 - 5 years 

1:5 

No 

$275/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2 months - 5 
years 

1:4 - Infants 1:4 
1:4 - Toddlers 1:4 
1:7-2 years 

1:10 - 3-5 years 

No 

$425 - 

$ 1,490/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2-5 years 

1:6-2 years 

1:12 - 3-5 years 

No 

$815 - 

$1,150/month 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

PHILOSOPHY 

Novato Parents Nursery 

Cooperative 

Novato 

• practice of positive discipline 

Oak View Nursery School 

San Rafael 

• developmental 

Rainbow Montessori of 

Marin 

Mill Valley 

• Montessori 

Ross Academy Montessori 
School 

Southern Marin 

• Montessori 

Ross Recreation Preschool 

Ross 

• play-based 

1st. Francis Preschool 

i 

j 

Downtown Novato 

• developmental 

iSaint Rita Pre-school 

Fairfax 

• developmental 

• pre-academic 

San Anselmo Montessori 

School 

j 

San Anselmo 

• Montessori 

San Anselmo Preschool 
Center 

Seminary and Wade 
Thomas Elementary 
Neighborhood 

• teacher directed 

• self-initiated learning 

San Domenico School 

Sleepy Hollow 

• play-based 

• academic 

• whole child 

i 

Santa Margarita Children's 
Center 

San Rafael 

^Old Town area of 

• play-based 

Sausalito Nursery School 

Sausalito 

• developmental 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 
CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 
Potty 
Trained 

" ' : 

AVERAGE COST 

Part Time, School Year 

Calendar 

18 months - 6 

years 

T?5™ 

No 

$175- 

$690/week 

Full Time, Part Time, 

ans Year Round 

2.5-5 years 

1:8 

No 

$290 - 
$470/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2-6 years 

1:8 

No 

$930 - 

$1,650/month 

[Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

2-6 years 

1:12 

No 

$1,150 - 
$1,375/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar 

3-5 years 

1:7 

Yes 

$4,136 - 
$10,300/year 

Part Time, School Year 

Calendar, Summer 
Program 

2-6 years 

1:7 

No 

$290 - 
$410/month 

Part Time 

3-5 years 

Contact school 

Yes 

$290 - 
$675/month 

Full Time, Part Time, 

School Year Calendar, 
Summer Program 

3-6 years 

1:10 

Yes 

$10,250 - 
$15,390/year 

Full Time, Part Time, 

Year Round, Summer 
Program 

j-j 

2.6-5 years 

1:7 - with 
assistants 

1:10 - Preschool 

No 

$245 - 

$1,125/month 

(Full Time, School Year 

Calendar 

4-5 years 

1:10 

Yes 

$11,200/year 

Contact school 

2-5 years 

1:6 

No 

Contact school 

School Year Calendar, 

Summer Program 

2.5-5 years 

1:3-2 years 
1:4-3 years 

1:6 - Pre-K 

! 

No 

$420 - 
$852/month 
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Preschools by the Bay 


SCHOOL 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

i -T- 

PHILOSOPHY 

Sparrow Creek Montessori 
School 

Sausalito 

• Montessori 

Stretch the Imagination 

Corte Madera 

• play-based 

• Reggio Emilio inspired 

J 


jT.L.C. Preschool San Marin/Novato • Montessori 

• Waldorf 

• Reggio Emilio inspired 











Marin At-A-Glance 
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PROGRAM 

AGE RANGE 

TEACHER TO 

CHILD RATIO 

Must Be 

Potty AVERAGE COST 
Trained 

Year Round 

i 

3-6 years 


No $900 - 

$1,000/month 

Part Time, School Year 
Calendar, Summer 
Program 

SFull Time, Part Time, 

2 - 5.9 years 

1:4-2 years 

1:6 - 3.5-5.9 
years 

No $3,700 - 

$10,600/year 

Year Round, Summer 
Program 

2.5-6 years 

1:7 

No Contact school 




















This book is designed to get parents started on their 
search for the right preschool for their child. This process 
is a personal one and each family will approach it in their 
own unique way. It is the author’s wish that everyone will 
find some good pointers throughout the book. There is a 
lot of general information given about the search and then 
there is specific information about preschool programs. 
All licensed preschools were invited to submit their information 
free of charge. Those who did not submit information can 
be found by going to www.ccld.ca.gov. 


"Irene Byrne is a savvy, knowledgeable expert and her 


ft 


t 


preschool guide is an invaluable resource for parents.” 

-LITTLE & MOLLIGAN, INC., School Placement Specialists 

"As a preschool director with a background in early childhood 
education, Irene Byrne understands the importance of finding 
the right preschool for your child. Preschool admissions is 
time consuming and stressful, particularly in the Bay Area. 
Emphasizing childhood development, "Preschools by the Bay" 
is written purposefully to help you navigate the process. 
Thoughtful and well researched, this comprehensive book 
is the ultimate guide to help you make the best decision for 
both your child and family!" 



- DAWN HARTMAN, Parent 


J 


Author Irene Byrne, MA, is the director of the Phoebe Hearst 
Preschool in San Francisco. She also consults with parents about 
the preschool and kindergarten application process. Irene lives 
in Napa, California, with her husband and two children. 
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